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Highlights:  

 Fresh violence erupts with reports of air and ground attacks in Unity State causing people to flee from 
conflict areas near the border with Sudan.  

 About half a million South Sudanese residing in Sudan face an uncertain future as April deadline to 
regularize their status ends.  

 Humanitarian partners are stepping up efforts to support returnees with strengthened coordination and 

preparedness in Renk in Upper Nile State.  

 

5 April 2012 

 

I. Situation overview  
 
The security situation along the border between Sudan and South Sudan intensified again over the week with 
reports of ground and air attacks in Unity State. The continuing clashes have triggered fears of renewed conflict 
between the two countries while talks facilitated by the African Union have continued separately in attempts to 
defuse the escalating crisis. Concerns also include the wellbeing of the estimated half million people of South 
Sudanese origin currently residing in Sudan. The Governments of Sudan and South Sudan signed a 
memorandum of understanding on returns in February and initialled an agreement in mid-March, which would 
ensure free movement and residence of their nationals in one another's territory. However, the legal implications 
of the initialled agreeement are not clear and there has been no extension of the residence arrangements in 
Sudan expiring in early April. Humanitarian partners are stepping up emergency response efforts and updating 
planning figures to identify resources needed to respond in case of a further downturn in the situation or a 
significantly increased influx of people into South Sudan.   
 

II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Fighting in border area displaces people in Unity State  

Unity State and the border area with Sudan continued to face complex security threats over the week with reports 
of aerial bombardment and several incidents of ground fighting in northern parts of the state. Due to the recent 
insecurity, humanitarian access has remained highly constrained, especially to Pariang County disrupting access 
to the refugee population. The lack of humanitarian access has also made it difficult to verify information on 
conflict incidents and any humanitarian needs. According to health partners, more than 190 patients have been 
admitted to Bentiu and Juba hospitals since 28 March due to recent fighting. Of these, six people are reported to 
be civilians. A number of people were also reported to have fled from Tishwin Lalob/Panakouch areas to Rubkona 
and Bentiu towns due to the clashes last week. A rapid assessment to the areas where people have been 
displaced took place on 3 April, and 536 displaced people were registered. Immediate needs identified include 
food, clean water for drinking and non-food items such as mosquito nets and plastic sheeting. Delivery of the 
assistance is being organized. The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) has reported that nearly 1,600 
people are displaced in Pariang and this information is being followed up on, so as to determine the necessary 
response. Humanitarian partners in Unity have aimed for full preparedness, and stocks of humanitarian supplies 
available for response are being verified. 
 
Water situation remains challenging in Upper Nile refugee sites 

The security situation in Maban County in Upper Nile State and areas bordering Sudan’s Blue Nile State 
remained relatively calm during the reporting period. The refugee population in Maban has now reached 88,766 
people. Of these, 52,065 people have sought safety in Doro and 36,701 people in Jammam. The increase (2,820 
individuals) in new arrivals at Doro over the week is attributed to a head count done by the World Food 
Programme. The UN Refugee Agency will follow up with a Level II registration to identify people with special 
needs.  
 
Humanitarian partners remain concerned about the lack of potable of water in Jammam, and are in the process of 
identifying an alternative site for refugee relocation. Partners are currently using 14 trucks to transport water to the 
site; a further five water tankers have been sourced and will arrive at the site soon. Water tankers are preferable 
as they are specifically designed for the task and ensure faster water delivery than ordinary trucks. In addition, 
humanitarian partners are utilising water from haffirs (reservoirs that stores rain water), although these will not be 
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accessible during the rainy season. Water committees, meant to sensitize refugees on how to manage the water 
situation given the current challenges, have also been established to mitigate the potential for conflict at water 
sources.   Due to the scarcity of resources in Maban County and the potential for conflict between refugees and 
the host community, humanitarian actors are in the process of creating joint committees to facilitate direct 
communication and forge good relationships between the two groups.  
 
Humanitarian assistance at Unity refugee sites continues amidst insecurity 

The security situation in Unity State remains tense, with reports of continued military activity, although staff in the 
refugee locations of Yida, Pariang and Nyeel report that the sites remain calm. In Yida, the population is reported 
to have increased to 18,718 as of 31 March – an increase of 2,696 unverified individuals since the Level 2 
registration was completed in Yida on 26 February. On 30 March, 195 non-food item kits were distributed at the 
site. A two-day gender based violence training took place in Yida for NGO staff, and a system has been set up to 
ensure referrals of any cases of gender-based violence.  
 
In Pariang, the camp population had reached 1,909 people by 3 April, with 120 refugees arriving during the week. 
Some 27 individuals have moved from Pariang to Nyeel. Response partners are constructing longhouses and 
cookhouses in order to improve facilities for the school-aged children at the site. In Nyeel, there were 707 
individuals at the site as of 4 April. Negotiations are underway with an agricultural company, which had been 
observed clearing the land of trees. The company has now offered to donate the firewood to refugees. Due to 
security restrictions preventing the transport of food to Nyeel, humanitarian partners are in looking into the 
possibility of a buffer stock being made available should security issues continue to prevent movement to the site.  
 
Humanitarian assistance continues to people displaced from Abyei more than 10 months ago 

The response to the humanitarian needs of more than 110,000 people displaced from Abyei in May 2011 
continues. The UN peacekeeping mission in Abyei, UNISFA, reports that about 5,000 people have returned to 
areas north of Bahr el Arab/River Kiir. Returns to Abyei town remain very limited with about 200 people having 
come back to the town since the end of March. Despite security concerns some humanitarian partners have been 
able to respond to the needs of those who have returned. Amongst other things, tents and drinking water have 
been provided, and water, sanitation and hygiene partners carried out a needs assessment in Mulmul, Nyinikuac 
and Miyokolm areas in Abyei town and distributed soap as part of hygiene promotion activities. Health partners 
also continue to provide services and nutrition support through mobile clinics to villages north of the Bahr el 
Arab/River Kiir. The UN Mine Action road assessment team has continued to work on routes identified by 
humanitarian actors as key priorities for clearance. Food security and livelihood cluster partners over the week 
also completed a distribution of seed and agricultural tools in villages around Agok, some 45 km south of Abyei 
town. About 15,000 people, including displaced and host communities, were targeted in the distribution.   
 
Civilian disarmament continues in Jonglei State 

The civilian disarmament campaign is ongoing in Jonglei with more than 10,000 guns or weapons collected so far. 
However, this is still believed to be comparatively low in relation to the availability of arms among the civilian 
population. The disarmament has now started in all counties of the state apart from Pigi/Khorfulus County, where 
remnants of rebel militia groups are suspected to be present. On 3 April, in relation to the disarmament process, 
the South Sudan’s army, the SPLA, began searching for guns in Pibor Town. Soldiers entered Government 
offices, and also two compounds of aid agencies. The RRC was informed and intervened.  
 

III. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Returnee convoy caught in Southern Kordofan conflict arrives in Renk in Upper Nile 
The convoy with up to 1,700 South Sudanese returnees, which was caught up in fighting in Southern Kordofan on 
26 March, was unable to enter South Sudan through Unity State. On 31 March, about 1,160 returnees from this 
convoy arrived in Renk in Upper Nile State. A few days later, another 142 returnees followed. Although the 
returnees initially arrived with limited luggage, towards the end of the reporting period lorries with luggage began 
to arrive. Following some hesitation, the Renk County Commissioner allowed the returnees to disembark in Renk, 
but only allocated land for their way station five kilometers from Renk town. Humanitarian partners have 
expressed concern about the location, which is close to land inhabited by SPLA soldiers and their families. 
Negotiations are underway to try to move the site so as to address protection concerns. There are also concerns 
regarding the suitability of the land, in particular in terms of establishing a sustainable water system. Humanitarian 
partners have nonetheless provided initial emergency assistance, as have the local authorities, and a rapid 
assessment of the site is scheduled to take place in the coming days. 
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 hotspot locations 

 
In a related development, steps were taken during the reporting period to decongest three established transit sites 
in Renk. About 2,000 returnees have been manifested and should be able to leave in the coming week. Most of 
the returnees are bound for the Bahr el Ghazal region, and they will receive onward transport assistance by bus 
once they arrive in Juba. Boat movement to Bentiu, the Unity State capital, has been temporarily suspended due 
to the deteriorating security situation in the state.  
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 

Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 

Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei 

Western 
Equatoria 

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals 

28 March – 
3 April 

41 0 53 135 750 0 40 0 88 7 1,114 

Previous 

Total 
60,442 88,016 33,799 71,240 23,645 17,474 21,098 2,297 43,086 11,754 372,851 

Updated 

Total 
60,483 88,016 33,852 71,375 24,395 17,474 21,138 2,297 43,174 11,761 373,965 

Type of Returnee 

Government 

Assisted 
25,322 32,462 17,244 24,470 10,388 15,703 16,090 1,575 27,063 9,940 180,257 

Spontaneous 20,011 55,554 7,351 45,514 14,007 1,501 5,018 673 16,111 1,821 167,561 

Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 3 April 2012. 

 
The return of extremely vulnerable individuals by chartered flights has been completed 

The ten-day period, during which IOM Sudan organized return flights for extremely vulnerable individuals to South 
Sudan, came to an end on 31 March. In all, 1,833 vulnerable people and family members were transported to 
Juba, Wau and Aweil. The final destinations of most of the people were within the states of arrival, with small 
numbers of people moving on to Eastern and Western Equatoria, Warrap and Lakes states. 
 
Preparedness for possible mass return continues as April deadline looms 

As the 8 April deadline for about 500,000 South Sudanese in Sudan to regularize their status approached, the 
humanitarian community reviewed its preparedness plans and activities, including pre-positioning of supplies, 
mainly in Upper Nile State. With decongestion of Renk transit sites underway, surge staff was deployed to assist 
with coordination and preparedness on the ground and increase protection activities. Ten kilometers outside of 
the state capital Malakal, the preparation of a new way station has begun, with land having been demarcated and 
clearance expected to begin shortly. However, there remain significant concerns about further congestion in Renk 
if the pace of organized or spontaneous returns is to pick up following the 8 April deadline. 
 
 


