
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 An average of 4,000 people 

a day have entered Upper 

Nile State from Sudan’s Blue 

Nile State in the past week. 

 Humanitarian organizations 

are planning for the possible 

return of people to Abyei, 

following the withdrawal  

of security forces in the area. 

 The situation remains volatile 

in Warayen in Northern Bahr 

el Ghazal State, with 

difficulties in accessing   

the area. 

 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict incidents 165 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 164,331 

 

Source: OCHA based on reports   
from local authorities and 
assessment teams 

 

Consol idated Appeal  

FUNDING  

776 million  
requested (US$) 

 358 million 
  received (US$) 

46% funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service 

 

 

Situation overview 
Humanitarian organizations in South Sudan are focused on responding to an increased 
influx of Sudanese refugees into Upper Nile State from Blue Nile, with an average of 
4,000 people per day arriving in the past week alone, according to the UN Refugee 
Agency, UNHCR. The total number of Sudanese refugees in Unity and Upper Nile states 
now stands at close to 160,000 people, with people reportedly arriving in extremely poor 
physical condition. Aid agencies are also preparing to respond to the possible return of 
people displaced from Abyei, following the withdrawal of the South Sudanese and 
Sudanese security forces from the area. Unverified bombing was reported during the 
week in Warayen in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. The authorities have denied access 
to the area on the grounds of insecurity.  

In political developments, African-Union brokered negotiations between the Governments 
of South Sudan and Sudan resumed in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa on 29 May, 
following a breakdown of talks in April over clashes along the common border area. The 
negotiations are focusing on the UN Security Council Resolution 2046 roadmap, which 
includes a cessation of hostilities and the establishment of the Safe Demilitarized Border 
Zone, the Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mechanism, and the Ad Hoc 
Committee that can investigate complaints. Issues to be discussed also include oil, 
border demarcation, Abyei and citizenship rights. 

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
Insecurity in Northern Bahr el Ghazal restricts access to people in need 

The security situation in Northern Bahr el Ghazal remains volatile. Unverified reports of 
bombing were received in the week in Warayen. Access was restricted to those in need in 
Rumaker and Warlang. Recent fighting and reports of commandeering of humanitarian 
cargo trucks have compounded access issues. An inter-agency assessment was 
postponed last week due to insecurity. The assessment is planned to the area from 6-8 
June, to respond to needs already assessed and determine if there are additional people 
displaced in the area. There are concerns that the recent escalation of hostilities could 
have displaced more people and worsened an already worrying humanitarian situation. 
An earlier assessment carried out from 22-24 May identified over 3,260 people displaced, 
but this number is now thought to be higher. Food has been delivered to Rumaker and 
Warlang, and local authorities have commenced distribution to those in need. Water 
purification tablets have also been distributed. Other sector responses are being 
mobilized. 

Security forces withdraw from Abyei  

The security situation in the contested area of Abyei has improved with the withdrawal of 
Sudan and South Sudan security forces. The Sudan Police Service has also reportedly 
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 Woman collecting relief items at Juba returnee transit site (IOM) 
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REFUGEE 

Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro 36,524  

Jamman 35,012 

El Fuj* 35,000 

Yusuf Batil 5,200 

Total 111,736 

Source: UNHCR 
*estimated 

 

REFUGEE 

Numbers in Unity  

Yida 44,232 

Pariang 2,312 

Nyeel 792 

Total 47,336 

Source: UNHCR 

withdrawn, apart from a number of Sudan Oil Police who are said to be guarding the 
Diffra oilfields, according to the UN peacekeeping mission (UNISFA). The withdrawal 
could spark the return of the people who have been displaced from Abyei since the 
outbreak of fighting in May 2011. 

Humanitarian partners in South Sudan are preparing to scale up humanitarian support if 
voluntary returns to Abyei occur. A rubhall has been set up in Abyei town for common use 
by UN organizations, which will allow for pre-positioning of relief and easy access to 
essential emergency and response supplies. Household items have also been delivered 
to Abyei, comprising mosquito nets, blankets, water containers, plastic sheets, buckets 
and kitchen sets. In addition to ongoing pre-positioning of food in locations south of the 
River Kiir/Bahr el Arab, a modest amount of food is being pre-positioned in Abyei town, 
reports WFP.  

The reverse migration of the Misseriya nomads which began at the start of May is 
reported to be proceeding smoothly. The migration is largely involving women, children 
and the elderly, moving north with small numbers of cattle. For now, the men reportedly 
remain with most of the cattle in the Abyei area, due to the early onset of the rains. 

Aid agencies stretched to respond to refugees arriving to Upper Nile 

In the past week, an average of 4,000 refugees per day have made their way into Upper 
Nile’s Maban Country from Sudan’s Blue Nile State, according to UNHCR. Many of these 
people have traveled long and sometimes unsafe distances to South Sudan. Some have 
been forced to flee during the night for safety and are physically in poor shape, according 
to UNHCR. Humanitarian organisations are on hand, working round the clock, to provide 
much-needed emergency assistance, but are overstretched because of the numbers of 
new arrivals. The total number of registered and verified Sudanese refugees in Maban 
County now stands at 76,736 people - with many more undergoing registration. An 
additional unverified 35,000 refugees remain in the El Fuj border area awaiting transport 
from aid agencies. 

The increase in numbers of new arrivals is reportedly due to the ongoing conflict in Blue 
Nile State, as well as depleted food stocks and other amenities among the local 
populations. Refugees arriving at the border are being transported to a safer distance 
south, and some new arrivals are spontaneously moving to Hofra/Rum, an area some 25 
kilometres from the border, in an effort to avoid locations where aerial bombardments 
have been reported.  

Humanitarian assistance to refugees in the different settlements in Upper Nile State 
continues. One of the major challenges remains supplying adequate amounts of safe 
drinking water, primarily due to limited water sources. In Yusuf Batil, the site recently 
established to receive new arrivals, water sourcing continues in order to supplement 
current supplies which remain below 10 litres per person per day. The international 
standard is between 15-20 litres per person a day. Three drilling rigs are on site in efforts 
to secure a water source. Due to the rains, access to Yusuf Batil and Doro sites is 
becoming increasingly difficult as the roads degrade. Relief organizations are working to 
deploy engineering assets to improve road networks in areas of response operations. 

Relief supplies for refugees in Unity pre-positioned ahead of rains 

Refugee arrivals from Southern Kordofan to Unity State more than doubled between the 
third and final week of May, with an average of 810 people a day arriving from Sudan. 
According to UNHCR, there are currently 47,336 refugees from Sudan in Unity. This has 
led to an expansion of the main refugee site in Yida, resulting in some new arrivals 
settling even closer to the border area, near Jaw. 

The delivery of assistance to the refugees has been constrained by the heavy rains, 
particularly in Pariang where over 2,300 refugees are located. In preparation for the rainy 
season, relief organizations have stepped up efforts to pre-position stocks of food, 
household items and other essential materials. Over 3,000 plastic sheets for use as 
shelter have been sent to Yida with another 6,000 due to follow shortly. 

Humanitarian assistance continues to more than 44,232 refugees in Yida. The distribution 
of household items such as mosquito nets, sleeping mats and blankets targeting over 
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4,000 people with specific needs, such as the elderly, has been completed. More 
supplies are to arrive in the coming days to meet the needs of new arrivals. Health clinics 
are seeing an average of about 200 people each day in Yida although the situation is 
expected to improve as health partners recruit additional staff to meet the increasing 
demand for health services. On average, the refugees receive 15 litres of water per 
person per day in all three refugee sites in Unity; Yida, Pariang and Nyeel. This is largely 
within the internationally acceptable standards. Additional boreholes are being drilled to 
supplement the existing water supply systems and facilities, and in preparation for more 
refugees from Southern Kordofan. Additional sanitation work is also being undertaken to 
improve the current number of latrines for the Yida refugee population, and to forestall 
sanitation and hygiene-related epidemic. 

Northern border states face the most severe lean season 

The escalation of political tensions between South Sudan and Sudan, and the sealing of 
the border between the two states, has hampered the flow of food and other commercial 
supplies from Sudan to key markets in border states of Unity, Northern Bahr El Ghazal, 
Warrap and Upper Nile. This has reduced food and essential household supplies in key 
markets that support household food security for over 40 per cent of moderately food 
secure households. Since January, food prices have increased by 40 per cent on 
average, representing an over 180 per cent increase compared to the five year average, 
according to the Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster. This poses a risk that current 
moderately food insecure people could slip into severe food insecurity, affecting over 
917,000 people. Humanitarian organizations continue to scale up operations in these 
areas to respond to the growing food needs. 

Humanitarian coordination 
Monitoring and reporting framework strengthens funding mechanism 

When the South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) was established in February, 
partners agreed to develop a framework to improve the monitoring and reporting of 
projects that were given money through the fund. However, as the CHF contributes to just 
15 per cent of overall funding per project, partners agreed that monitoring CHF funded 
projects alone would give a distorted picture of the performance of the humanitarian 
response, and that the monitoring of strategic outcomes at the cluster level would provide 
a more realistic overview of the implementation of the Common Humanitarian Action 
Plan. The concept for a dual Monitoring and Reporting Framework was agreed upon at a 
Humanitarian Country Team meeting on 25 May.  

The framework will support the humanitarian operation as a whole, strengthening the 
capacity of clusters to monitor and report on results. In support of the CHF specifically, 
the framework will measure the contribution of single project outputs to the achievement 
of cluster outcomes. The framework is anticipated to be rolled out in the coming months 
with the recruitment of Monitoring and Reporting Specialists to be deployed in support of 
the clusters, pending final approval of the CHF Advisory Board. 

Civil-military advisory group established 

The Humanitarian County Team established a Civil-Military Advisory Group on 25 May.  
The group is comprised of representatives of humanitarian organisations and the UN 
peacekeeping mission, UNMISS. Its purpose is to provide practical advice to the 
Humanitarian Country Team on best practices regarding humanitarian coordination 
between aid organizations and the military, when UNMISS military and civil defence 
assets are used as a last resort in humanitarian operations. It will also advocate for 
proper dialogue between humanitarian organizations and UNMISS when regular and 
close coordination is required. One of the first activities of the group will be to closely 
monitor the introduction of an interim Standard Operating Procedure for requesting 
UNMISS assets, as up until now no formal procedures have been in place. The group will 
later develop country specific guidelines to underpin interaction between humanitarian 
organisations and UNMISS, or other military/police actors. 
 

Since January, food 

prices have increased by 

40 per cent on average 

in northern border states, 

representing an over  

180 per cent increase 

compared to the five 

year average  

Monitoring and reporting 

framework introduced to 

strengthen the capacity 

of clusters to analyze 

results within their field 

Military assets are only 

used as a last resort for 

humanitarian purposes 
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This report was prepared 
by the OCHA South 
Sudan office in 
collaboration with 
humanitarian partners.  
If you have inputs for  
the next edition, or 
questions/comments  
on the current issue,  
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org 

Household kits at Juba returnee transit site  
(IOM) 

Returns to South Sudan 
Over 11,000 Kosti returnees supported with humanitarian assistance 

Humanitarian assistance continued in Juba to South 
Sudanese returnees being flown from Sudan’s 
Khartoum, after having been stranded in Kosti for 
several months. Two to four flights a day continued to 
carry returnees from Khartoum to Juba during the 
week. As of 3 June, over 11,000 people had been 
airlifted to Juba since the operation began on 14 May. 
The airlift is expected to finish by 6 June. Shelter has 
been established to accommodate 7,000 of the newly 
arrived returnees at Juba’s National Teacher Training 
Institute transit site. Basic services such as food, 
health services, water and sanitation are being 
provided to the new arrivals. Daily coordination 
meetings are also addressing issues such as garbage 
collection, hygiene promotion and security at the site. 
Chiefs from the returnee community are taking an 
active part in communicating information and 
mediating issues arising. Close to 4,300 returnees are 

currently at the site, with more expected in the coming days. However, returnees are 
steadily leaving the site as they move to final destinations in Juba. IOM reports that daily 
departures range from between 250 and 410 people. 

Onward transport provided to newly arrived returnees 

While the majority of the returnees at the National Teacher Training Institute transit site 
have Juba as their final destination, some are from Western and Eastern Equatoria 
states. Onward transportation for this group is being organized. On 30 May, 19 buses and 
three trucks carried 725 returnees to Torit in Eastern Equatoria State, where humanitarian 
partners and the authorities received them at the transit site. All returnees were medically 
screened before departing for Torit. Flights carrying returnees from Upper Nile’s Malakal 
to Aweil, Kwajok and Rumbek continued. This group of returnees in Malakal was trapped 
when transiting through Heglig during the outbreak of fighting in April. The group was 
redirected to Khartoum and onto Renk. From Renk they were moved by road to Malakal. 
To date, 1,195 of 1,350 people have been assisted to reach their final destinations. 
Flights will continue this week to support the movement the remainder of the group. 
Meanwhile in Renk, spontaneous returnees continued to arrive with partners providing 
ongoing support to some 18,000 individuals hosted at the transit sites.  

Returnees*     By type 

State 
Previous 

total 
New arrivals 

23-29 May 
Updated 

total 

 
 

Government 
assisted 

Spontan-
eous 

Un-
specified 

Unity 88,016 0 88,016   32,462 55,554 0 

N. Bahr el Ghazal 72,277 329 72,606   24,986 46,229 1,391 

Upper Nile 61,970 42 62,012   25,797 21,065 15,150 

Central Equatoria 47,321 3,032 50,353   34,242 16,111 0 

Warrap 34,475 240 34,715   17,579 7,879 9,257 

W. Bahr el Ghazal 24,871  207 25,078   10,712 14,366 0 

Jonglei 21,463 37 21,500   16,090 5,380 30 

Lakes 17,475 0 17,475   15,704 1,501 270 

Eastern Equatoria 12,753 445 13,198   11,377 1,821 0 

Western Equatoria 2,514 81 2,595   1,873 673 49 

Total 383,135 4,413 387,548   190,822 170,579 26,147 

*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures as of 29 May 2012. 
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information and 
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at the returnee transit 
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