
Situation overview
• Flood response continued with partners reaching nearly 138,000 of more than 

223,500 affected people across the country. Response in Jonglei and Unity states 
was slow due to insecurity and access challenges.  

• The national and state ministries of health and aid partners launched an obstetric 
fi stula campaign in Central Equatoria, Lakes and Western Bahr El Ghazal states on 
28 October.  

• Food security outcomes and food availability in most markets have improved across 
the country as a result of the ongoing main harvests, according to the latest Fews Net 
food security outlook.

Challenges, needs and response
Flood response continued across the country

Flood response continued with aid 
partners reaching nearly 138,000 of 
the 223,500 fl ood-affected people 
across the country.  

During the reporting period, partners 
distributed household items and shel-
ter supplies to 1,050 of 1,690 targeted 
families in Aweil town, Northern Bahr El 
Ghazal. Verifi cation of needs was com-
pleted in Aweil West and Aweil South 
counties, with distribution planned for 
next week. 

In Jonglei State, where response to 
fl ood-affected areas has been diffi cult 
due to lack of access and insecurity, partners nevertheless were distributing food and 
household materials to affected people in Ayod town, Bor South, Twic East and Uror coun-
ties.  

Some 3,130 affected families in Lakes State’s Rumbek North County received food as-
sistance and response was ongoing in other areas such as Cueibet and Wulu counties. 
In Warrap State, 21,480 of 24,780 affected people were reached with food, medical and 
household materials. 

In Unity State, during the reporting week, no new incidents of fl ooding were reported and 
overall the intensity and duration of rain has decreased, but response to over 9,000 fl ood 
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A  woman with her registration card at a food distribution in Kongor/
Manzuben, Pibor County (Photo credit: OCHA).  

$1.07bn
Funding needed 
for humanitarian 
action in 2013.
(FTS.org, 3 Nov. 2013)

71%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 3 Nov. 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

226,211
Refugees living 
in South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 3 Nov. 2013)

188,526*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 31 Oct. 2013)

273
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 31 Oct. 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of people displaced by 
violence in the country.

Communities in Warrap leave their fl ooded homes (Photo: OCHA).



South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 2

affected people continued. Relief materials provided by the Government were delivered to 
three counties: Gogrial West, Tonj North and Tonj East. The materials included 1,500 plastic 
sheets, 2,000 mosquito nets and 250 tents. Some areas in Unity remain inaccessible.

About 8,000 people receive aid in Jonglei’s Kongor/Manzuben
In Kongor/Manzuben in Jonglei’s Pibor County, food assistance reached nearly 8,000 peo-
ple. Registration of people affected by hostilities continued, reaching 3,815 families from 14 
of the 23 targeted villages. People in this area are in need of assistance after experiencing 
repeated displacements, inter-communal violence and armed hostilities since 2012.

Meanwhile in Pibor town, partners reached more than 5,300 families with household items, 
water and sanitation assistance. Plans are underway to install emergency latrines. Nutri-
tion partners will launch a therapeutic feeding programme for three to four months from the 
county health facility.

Obstetric fi stula campaign launched in three states 
Partners in collaboration with the national and state ministries of health in Central Equatoria, 
Lakes and Western Bahr El Ghazal states launched an obstetric fi stula campaign on 28 Oc-
tober. The campaign aims to increase access to fi stula treatment for women already living 
with the condition, create awareness among the general population, and provide psychoso-
cial support to survivors. 

The exact prevalence of obstetric fi stula in South Sudan is not known, but it is estimated that 
at least 60,000 patients are affected, considering the low level of skilled birth attendants and 
antenatal coverage, high frequency of early marriages and resultant high maternal mortality 
in the country. 

The campaign, which runs from 28 October to 15 November, targets up to 200 patients to re-
ceive corrective surgery at Juba Teaching Hospital, Rumbek State Hospital and Wau Teach-
ing Hospital. Specialized doctors have already started work in the three hospitals. 

Obstetric fi stula is a condition in which a hole is created in a woman’s birth canal due to 
prolonged, obstructed labour during childbirth. The condition arises due to lack of timely, pro-
fessional and adequate medical care, which is a result of the lack of trained birth attendants 
(midwives). Obstetric fi stula is preventable by delaying the age of fi rst pregnancy, ceasing 
harmful traditional practices like early marriages and ensuring timely access to obstetric 
care.

Mortality rate improving in south sudan

Source: Worldbank, 2012
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It is  estimated that at 
least 60,000 women 
in South Sudan suf-
fer from obstetric 
fi stula.

FLOOD
AFFECTED
PEOPLE

N.BAHR EL GHAZAL

45,735

W. BAHR EL GHAZAL

8,726

JONGLEI

63,570

LAKES

30,429
WARRAP

24,784

223,474

UPPER NILE

15,150

UNITY

22,178
C. EQUATORIA

6,702

While the general mortality rate has improved in South Sudan, the maternal mortality rate remains among the worst in 
the world. 
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Food prices decline but remain above fi ve year average
Food security outcomes and food availability in most markets have improved across the 
country as a result of ongoing main harvests, according to the Fews Net food security 
outlook for October 2013 to March 2014.

Prices of staple foods have started to decline, although they remain above the fi ve-year 
average in all markets. Substantial price reductions have been observed in the areas of 
greater Equatoria, where the second season harvest is expected to be very good. 

However Jonglei’s Pibor County faces crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of food insecurity due 
to the impact of ongoing hostilities and resulting extensive displacement. In Abyei, food 
insecurity levels continue to be stressed (IPC Phase 2). In parts of Jonglei, Lakes, Unity 
and Warrap states, stressed (IPC Phase 2) food insecurity also persists due to a combi-
nation of the impact of fl oods in 2012 and erratic rains in 2013, inter-communal violence, 
and high prices.

Recent cross-border trade fl ows from Sudan have declined moderately compared to 
April and May 2013, due to tensions along the border. For example, the volume of cereal 
fl ows from Sudan to South Sudan through the Warawar border area declined by 15 per 
cent in September (1,115 MT) compared to April this year (1,311 MT). Flows through 
Gokmachar declined nearly 100 per cent (from 208.2 MT down to 0.0405 MT) over the 
same period. Although cross-border trade fl ows are reduced, delayed seasonal fl ooding, 
which started toward the end of August, rather than in early August, has allowed for pre-
positioning of essential staples in advance by traders.

Measles vaccination campaign reached 33,400 children in Upper Nile
A measles vaccination campaign reached some 33,400 children in Malakal, Upper Nile 
State. The initial target was about 31,300 children aged 5-59 months old. 

The campaign was launched in response to a declaration of a measles outbreak on 3 
October by the Ministry of Health. At the time, 43 cases were reported, ten of which were 
confi rmed in Malakal. Partners worked with the Ministry of Health to coordinate response 
operation, and will continue to work to strengthen surveillance at facility and community 
levels. 

 

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households using 
improved sanita-
tion (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%

This report was prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. For inputs to 
the next edition or questions/comments 
on the current issue, please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

Launch of South Sudan 

Consolidated Appeal 2014-2016

When: 14 November 2013 at 10:00 am

Where: New Sudan Hotel (conference 
room next to Le Bistro restaurant)


