
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Two people died from 

Hepatitis E in Unity State’s 

Yida refugee camp, 

according to UNHCR, as 

hygiene activities stepped  

up to curb the outbreak. 

 Some 5,500 people have 

been registered as displaced 

by fighting in Jonglei State, 

while insecurity restricted 

access to further displaced 

communities. 

 Humanitarian assistance 

continued to flood-affected 

communities across the 

country, as flooding reports 

reduced in number and 

intensity. 

 

 

 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

229 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 170,709 

 

Source: OCHA based on reports   
from local authorities and 
assessment teams. Figures  
as of 15 October 2012. 

 

 

 

Some 5,500 people in 

Jonglei’s Pibor town 

have so far been 

registered as displaced 

by recent insecurity.  

  
Situation overview 
Two people were confirmed to have died from Hepatitis E in Unity State’s Yida refugee 
camp, the first deaths to be reported in Unity since the outbreak was announced in Upper 
Nile State in September. Health partners on the ground continued to scale up hygiene 
promotion activities to over 176,000 Sudanese refugees hosted in sites across Unity and 
Upper Nile. In Jonglei State, insecurity continued to restrict access to displaced 
communities. Humanitarian organizations registered and provided relief to people 
displaced in Pibor town, with some 5,500 people registered as of 26 October. However, 
relief organizations were still unable to access areas outside the town, reported to be 
hosting displaced people. Aid organizations also focused on responding to flood-affected 
communities across South Sudan, as reports of new flooding reduced in number and 
intensity.  

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
Humanitarian response ongoing in Jonglei as insecurity persists 

The security situation in 
Pibor County remained 
tense, with skirmishes 
reported on 25 and 26 
October between the South 
Sudan army and non-state 
armed actors, on the 
outskirts of Pibor town in 
Lukurnyang. Humanitarian 
actors continued to register 
people displaced by the 
recent insecurity in Jonglei 
State, and to mobilize 
assistance to those in need.  

The registration of people 
displaced in Pibor town 
continued, with some 5,500 
people registered as of  
26 October (Gumuruk 1,832; 
Kondako 1,038; Likuangole 
1,721; Lukurnyang; 860). 
Cluster assessments in the 
areas of food, non-food 
items, education, water, sanitation and hygiene have been completed, and assistance is 
being mobilized based on the needs identified. The UN Humanitarian Air Service is 
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A Sudanese refugee from Blue Nile State treats her malnourished child 

with therapeutic milk at a feeding centre in Upper Nile. (UNICEF/Sokol) 

 People displaced in Jonglei State due to insecurity. 
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BASELINE 

Population  (NBS) 8.26 
million 

GDP per 
capita 
(SSNBS) 

 $1,546 

% pop living 
on less than 
$1.25 per day 
(UNDP) 

51% 

Life 
expectancy 
(Health 
Survey 2006) 

42 years 

Under-five 
mortality 
(MoH) 

135/1,000 

<5 global 
acute 
malnutrition 
rate (SSNBS) 

18.1% 

 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead/Co-lead organization 

Education UNICEF 
Save the 
Children 
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IOM 
UNHCR 

Emergency 
telecommunications 

WFP 

Food security & 
livelihoods 

FAO/WFP 
VSF-B 

Health WHO 
GOAL 

Logistics WFP 

Non-food items & 
emergency shelter 

IOM 
World 
Vision 

Nutrition UNICEF 
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Protection UNHCR 
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Water, sanitation & 
hygiene 

UNICEF 
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running two flights a week from Juba to Pibor to enable assistance to be efficiently 
delivered to those in need. 

Some of the people displaced from Gumuruk - about 1,000 individuals - have reportedly 
begun to return to the deserted town as security is improving, according to local 
authorities and the UN peacekeeping mission, UNMISS. A 15-day food ration was 
provided to the remaining 136 people displaced from Gumuruk in Pibor, who were 
preparing to return home. 

Humanitarian organizations are still unable to reach any displaced communities outside 
Pibor town, some of whom have been uprooted from their homes for at least two months. 

Flooding reduces over past weeks 

Seasonal flooding continued to affect communities in South Sudan, although the number 
and intensity of new flooding reports slowed down over the past weeks. At least 260,000 
people have been affected by flooding so far this rainy season, with 44 of 79 counties 
impacted. Jonglei remains the worst-affected state, with over 200,000 people impacted. 
Humanitarian assessments and response activities to communities in need continued 
over the week.  

 

State Flood-affected people* Flood-affected counties 

Jonglei 201,396 10 out of 11 

Lakes 24,600 3 out of 8 

Warrap 13,352 4 out of 7 

Unity 8,826 8 out of 9 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal 7,202 4 out of 5 

Western Equatoria 3,975 4 out of 10 

Upper Nile 370 7 out of 12 

Eastern Equatoria - 2 out of 8 

Central Equatoria - 1 out of 6 

Western Bahr el Ghazal - 1 out of 3 

Total 259,721 44 out of 79 

               *Reported by assessment teams. Information as of 24 October 2012. 
 

Physical access remained the key challenge to relief organizations assisting those in 
need, with many roads impassable due to the heavy rains. The Logistics Cluster 
continued to provide support to as many of the required responses as possible, but due 
to the volume of requests for assistance, UNMISS was asked to provide additional air 
support. In accordance with humanitarian principles, such requests are always only 
sought as a last resort.  

In Warrap State, an inter-agency assessment was carried out in Tonj South County on  
26 October in response to reports of new flooding. About 300 people across Manyangok, 
Wanale and Malual Ngok payams were observed to be severely affected by the river 
flooding, and are in need of water, sanitation and hygiene support, household items, 
emergency shelter, health and nutrition.  

In Unity State, flooding was reported in Panyijiar County, after the banks of the Nile 
reportedly broke. An inter-agency assessment is being organized to determine the impact 
of the flooding. 

People begin to return north of Abyei town 

About 50 people who were displaced by the Abyei conflict have returned to Noong 
village, north of Abyei town. The movement is significant because Noong is one of a few 
villages located on what was the frontline of the fighting. The UN peacekeeping force, 
UNISFA, has reestablished a team site in the area in anticipation of the migration of the  
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Refugee influx from Sudan’s Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states into  
South Sudan. 

Misseriya pastoralists. Humanitarian partners are concerned that there may be a residual 
threat from mines and explosive remnants of war in Noong, and demining partners plan to 
assess the area as the rains subside and access improves. Protection partners have 
begun to interview the people who have returned and will inform them about the potential 
risks. According to focus group discussions with people returning, most of the displaced 
want to go back to their places of origin, but concerns over political stability and a lack of 
basic services lead families to send some members home while others remain displaced. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) continued to track and monitor people 
as they returned to their places of origin in Abyei. By the end of October, IOM verified 
over 6,800 of 14,043 people registered since the start of July, in their places of origin in 
Abyei.  

Refugee update 
Hygiene promotion stepped up as Hepatitis E deaths confirmed 

Two people in Unity State’s 
Yida refugee camp have 
died from Hepatitis E, 
according to the UN 
Refugee Agency, UNHCR. 
Since the outbreak was 
announced in September in 
Maban County, a total of 28 
people have died from the 
disease in Upper Nile and 
Unity states. The outbreak 
was originally identified in 
camps in Upper Nile, and 
has since emerged through 
cases of jaundice in the 
Yida settlement in Unity 
State, South Sudan’s 
largest refugee site.  

Acute Jaundice Syndrome 
(AJS), a severe illness due 
to a variety of liver 
diseases, has been 
diagnosed in 17 people in 
Yida so far. Laboratory tests 
confirmed Hepatitis E infection as the cause of these AJS cases in two of six samples 
that were sent to medical labs in Nairobi, with seven samples pending. Measures taken to 
curtail the spread of the disease in Yida include active case finding and increased 
hygiene promotion, in association with ongoing mapping of all cases across the camp. 
Health organizations continue community health and hygiene promotion activities. 

Preparations step up for possible surge in refugee arrivals 

The arrival of some 70 refugees from Sudan’s Blue Nile State during the week could 
indicate the start of a larger influx of new arrivals, according to UNHCR. Humanitarian 
partners have begun to scale up preparations in anticipation for a possible influx of 
refugees to Upper Nile and Unity states, as the rainy season ends in around November, 
and routes from Sudan to South Sudan become passable. Based on initial reports, 
UNHCR expects up to 20,000 refugees to arrive by the end of the year. 

In Upper Nile, border monitoring has been strengthened at entry points in Maban County. 
A detailed verification exercise has begun to clear any backlog of unverified refugees 
presently in camps, so that the needs of current refugees are being met. Discussions with 

 
2.4 million 
Food-insecure people targeted 
(4.7 million at risk of food 
insecurity.  

Source: CAP MYR 2012) 

 

 

 

 

REFUGEES 
Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro    43,483 

Gendrassa  13,777 

Jamam 16,205 

Yusuf Batil 37,145 

Total  110,610 

 
Numbers in Unity  

Nyeel        967 

Pariang     1,223 

Yida   63,792 

Total   65,982 

 Source: UNHCR, figures as of  
27 October 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on initial 

reports, UNHCR 

expects up to 20,000 

refugees to arrive into 

Unity and Upper Nile 

states by the end of 

the year. 
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local authorities intensified on the selection of sites for new arrivals and detailed site 
plans will be coordinated in the coming week on the sites approved. In the interim, should 
the arrival of refugees sharply increase, they will be accommodated in Jamam refugee 
camp, which has been turned into a transit site for new arrivals. This site has become 
decongested following the relocation of refugees to Gendrassa. Household kits are being 
procured and will be pre-positioned in Maban County, with plans for 30,000 kits to be 
available at all times, subject to availability and funds. The pre-positioning of food for the 
first 15,000 new arrivals is also being organized. Sufficient quantities of nutritional 
supplements have been pre-positioned to meet the nutritional requirements of 
malnourished refugees. 

Returns to South Sudan 
Barge movement from Renk to Juba to commence 

Preparations for the movement of some 900 returnees from Upper Nile State’s Renk to 
Juba have been finalized, with the loading of luggage completed by humanitarian 
partners. Medical screening and food distribution will be carried out prior to departure, 
scheduled to occur in the coming days. The majority of the returnees are destined for 
Central Equatoria State.  

On 25 October, an IOM-organized bus convoy departed from Juba for the Bahr el Ghazal 
region, carrying almost 300 people. Spontaneous movements of returnees also continued 
to occur, with more than 50 returnees moving from Renk to Malakal from 19-25 October.  

Close to 1,000 returnees were tracked en route to their places of final destination in 
South Sudan from 19-25 October. Overall, about 132,000 returnees from Sudan have so 
far returned to South Sudan in 2012. 

Limited spontaneous returnees continue to arrive in Renk 

Limited numbers of spontaneous returnees continued to arrive in Renk, the main entry 
point for South Sudanese in Sudan returning home. The border crossing reportedly 
remains closed, although some commodities were reported to be reaching the market. 
Over 14,000 returnees still remain in Renk, spread across four temporary transit sites, 
some of whom are stranded while others prefer to settle in the county. Humanitarian 
support continued for returnees who were stranded, including plans to build more than 30 
new latrines at the Mina transit site. 

IOM estimates that 

about 132,000 people 

returned from South 

Sudan from Sudan 

since January 2012.  

 

 

 

 

Consol ida ted Appeal  

FUNDING  

1.2 billion  
requested (US$) 

669 million 
received (US$) 

57% funded 
 

Source: Financial Tracking Service 

 

 

 

 

 


