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Highlights:  
• Disarmament is ongoing in Jonglei State amid concerns about friction with local communities. 
• A forced recruitment campaign reportedly continues in the Agok/Abyei area, despite objections raised by 

NGOs about humanitarian space violations. 
• Food security and livelihood partners report that persistent above average cereal prices to negatively 

impact on early lean season. 
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I. Situation overview  
 
Tensions were high in several parts of South Sudan during the week, including in Jonglei State where the  
much-anticipated civilian disarmament campaign is underway, and in the Agok/Abyei area where a forced 
recruitment drive is reported to be ongoing. Rumours are circulating about both Sudan and South Sudan’s armed 
forces amassing along the Unity/Southern Kordofan border areas, despite signs of progress in high-level talks in 
Addis Ababa. Following agreements initialed in the Ethiopian capital on 13 March, discussions are ongoing 
between the two governments to meet and finalize the frameworks on the movement and residence of South 
Sudanese and Sudanese nationals, and the demarcation of the common border. Indications point to a planned 
Juba summit taking place in the first week of April. Humanitarian operations continue for 140,000 conflict-affected 
people in Jonglei and 114,000 people displaced by fighting in Abyei in May 2011. Over 100,000 Sudanese 
refugees in Upper Nile and Unity states are also the focus of large-scale relief operations.  
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Jonglei disarmament continues despite tensions 
The security situation in Jonglei State is tense and unpredictable following multiple cattle raids on 9 March, and 
the ongoing statewide disarmament drive that began on 12 March. The UN peacekeeping mission, UNMISS, 
received information that some communities are reluctant to disarm because of the cattle raids, and there is 
concern that a counter-attack may take place to retrieve stolen herds. Should such an outbreak of violence occur, 
the entire disarmament process may become derailed. Initial unconfirmed reports on 20 March indicated that 
clashes broke out in Payai payam, some 15 kilometres from Yuai town in Uror County, over youths resisting 
disarmament. No further information has yet been received about the incident. Disarmament was completed 
relatively peacefully in Pibor town, Bor town and Boma during the week, albeit with a few isolated incidents of 
beatings and shooting. While the Sudan People’s Liberation Army reports that 15,000 personnel are engaged in 
the drive, low numbers of weapons have reportedly been collected in Pibor County. Between 4,000 and 6,000 
guns were said to have been collected in Bor town, which has an estimated population of between 40,000 and 
50,000 people.  
 
Humanitarian assessment in cattle-raided areas of Jonglei  
An inter-agency humanitarian team visited Jonglei’s Akobo town from 15-16 March to assess the impact of  
recent inter-communal cattle raiding. The team received information from local authorities that some 300 people 
were killed in areas surrounding Wanding where the raids took place, that 59,000 people were affected and that 
15,000 of those were displaced. The figures have yet to be verified by humanitarian partners. Displaced people 
are in need of food, nutrition and non-food items. A separate humanitarian assessment was conducted on  
19 March in Upper Nile’s Wanding. While only small numbers of displaced people were identified by the team, 
most people were thought to have moved towards Akobo following the attacks. 
 
Forced recruitment drive continues in Abyei area  
The Agok area returned to relative calm after the forced recruitment campaign by armed security forces which 
began on 12 March. However, reports on 22 March indicated a resumption of the recruitment drive in the Abyei 
area. The 40 NGO staff taken by recruiters in Agok in the first week were released. However, three casual 
laborers working with an NGO in Agok are still reportedly missing. One NGO temporarily suspended its mobile 
clinic on 19 March after its staff were stopped by armed men on the road between Banton and Agok. The national 
staff members were temporarily detained before being released, and the clinic reopened on 21 March.  
 
Humanitarian assistance ongoing to refugee sites in Unity State 
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Humanitarian assistance continues to some 18,200 refugees registered in Unity State who have fled fighting in 
Sudan’s Southern Kordofan. An additional 1,606 are reported to have arrived in Yida since the Level 2 registration 
was completed. In Yida, where some 17,000 refugees are located, protection partners remain concerned about 
the refugees’ safety because of the camp’s proximity to the Sudanese border. Partners carried out discussions 
with boma chiefs and representatives from women’s groups on the need for additional foxholes and their proper 
use in case of shelling. Key messages will be disseminated through community leaders on what to do in the event 
of an attack. The main message, however, continues to be relocation to prepared safe areas, because of the 
increasing risk of direct or accidental targeting of the site.  
 
Over 800 new arrivals to Yida were provided with two week food rations, after assisting 16,000 people with one 
month of food. In Nyeel, where 638 refugees have relocated, the construction of shelters from traditional materials 
has begun, ahead of the upcoming rainy season in April/May. Water capacity has been further enhanced to 
accommodate new arrivals, with the drilling of two additional boreholes. The health clinic continues to support 
both refugees and the host community. In Pariang, the refugee site which hosts 1,542 people is being upgraded. 
Humanitarian partners are also constructing long houses, a kitchen and latrines. In addition, the mobile clinic will 
be moved to a permanent base to support the site.  
 
Humanitarian relief continues to over 82,000 refugees in Upper Nile 
The total number of Sudanese refugees in Upper Nile’s Maban County has reached close to 82,500 people, with 
almost 46,500 registered in Doro and some 36,000 registered in Jammam. While people continue to flee to the 
state from Sudan’s conflict-affected Blue Nile, this week has seen a drop in the number of new arrivals. 
Preparations for the forthcoming detailed Level 2 registration in Maban have commenced. The registration aims to 
ascertain camp figures and identify refugees with special needs for targeted programming. 
 
Protection partners and refugee community leaders in Jamman have agreed that refugees will begin to relocate to 
the Jammam 2 refugee site next week, as the former camp is flood-prone and the rainy season is approaching. 
Partners estimate that at least 18,000 refugees may relocate. After two months of negotiations in Doro, several 
hundred Sudanese refugees from the Uduk community agreed to move to allocated areas in the Doro settlement. 
Up until now the group has stayed outside the settlements’ boundaries, in areas which are flood-prone. 
Humanitarian partners will assist the group with transport to move and provide them with basic services, including 
a child-friendly space of their own.  
 
On 14 March, one month food distributions to over 46,000 refugees in Doro were completed. To stabilize the 
nutritional status of the new arrivals, high energy biscuits will be provided to the refugees while they register and 
receive monthly rations. Community Watch Groups, made up of refugees, are increasing the number of patrols at 
the Doro camp, in particular near water points where women have reportedly been harassed by refugee youths. 
Protection partners and the refugee community are also working to strengthen the five existing women’s and 
youth groups in the camp. Water remains a key concern in Doro, where the supply remains at approximately  
7.5 litres per person per day. One borehole has been motorized, giving it increased capacity, which should help 
increase the number of litres per person per day. Establishing water storage capacity is in its final stage, and 
storage is expected to start next week. It is thought that the additional capacity will increase the water supply to 
9.4 litres per person per day in Doro. However, this is still below the recommended daily standard of 15 litres. In 
Jammam, the water situation remains of concern, despite continued drilling efforts to help locate water sources in 
the camp. Deep drilling rigs are expected to arrive next week to help boost efforts. Water trucking is likely to 
continue for an extended period of time. As another method of water provision, family-size surface water filters 
are being tested for use during the rainy season.  
 
Beneficiary lists updated of people displaced from Abyei 
The World Food Programme and its partners completed an exercise to issue new ration cards and update the 
lists of people who were displaced by the conflict in Abyei in May 2011. The new lists indicate that 114,631 people 
are currently displaced in the Agok/Abyei areas and in Warrap State. The exercise, which began on 27 February, 
was carried out to determine the locations where the displaced population resides, as people had been moving 
from area to area following the outbreak of fighting in Abyei. 
 
People continue to return to Abyei in small numbers, according to the UN peacekeeping mission, UNISFA. As of 
10 March, some 4,800 people had returned north of Bahr el Arab/River Kiir. However, humanitarian partners 
remain unable to reach these locations and verify the reported returns, because of a combination of visa 
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restrictions and the large area that needs to be demined. Demining partners continue scale up demining activities 
in the Abyei area, with the Banton-Rumameer road demined and opened to humanitarian agencies. 
 
Persistent above average cereal prices to negatively impact on early lean season 
Current food prices are far above the 2007-2011 average, and much higher compared to the same time last year 
in most markets in South Sudan. This highlights the impact on prices of 2011’s below average harvests and 
reduced sorghum imports from Sudan. Price increases have particularly impacted Northern Bahr El Ghazal, 
Warrap, Unity and Upper Nile states, which are heavily dependent on Sudan grain imports. These locations are 
currently facing crisis levels of food insecurity.  
 
High-frequency radio communication set to improve  
To improve high-frequency (HF) communication in South Sudan, new radio scanning channels are being 
implemented by the Emergency Telecommunications Cluster. This means that when convoy leaders call a radio 
room to report an incident, for example, they will not have to compete with radio traffic from Sudan. The new 
scanning channels will assist the humanitarian community to ensure the safety and security of aid workers in the 
field. The Cluster is also assisting humanitarian organizations in reprogramming their HF radios to the new 
country code, which was recently allocated to South Sudan. 
 
III. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Organized movements increase rate of new arrivals 
An increased number of returnees arrived in South Sudan from Sudan during the week compared with previous 
weeks, primarily due to the arrival of IOM-supported trains in Aweil in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Wau in 
Western Bahr el Ghazal. Some 2,100 returnees from Sudan’s Khartoum and Kosti were registered on arrival, with 

Community members in Northern Bahr’s El Gazal’s Aweil town greet relatives arriving from Khartoum. Photo: UNOCHA/Emmanuel Taban 
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700 disembarking in Aweil on 16 March and 1,400 continuing to Western Bahr el Ghazal, where they arrived on 
18 March. Air support to assist an additional 2,246 extremely vulnerable returnees to move from Sudan to South 
Sudan began on 21 March, with 241 arriving in Juba, 121 in Wau, and 122 in Aweil. Humanitarian agencies in 
Bentiu in Unity State also verified 382 returnees, who had been transported by partners from Renk in Upper Nile 
during the previous week. Over 370,000 returnees have arrived in South Sudan from Sudan since October 2010. 
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei

Western 
Equatoria

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals 
14-20 March 85 382 336 763 1,380 9 0 7 100 16 3,078 
Previous 
Total 60,172 87,634 33,340 69,939 21,669 17,402 21,034 2,270 42,594 11,700 367,754 
Updated 
Total 60,257 88,016 33,676 70,702 23,049 17,411 21,034 2,277 42,694 11,716 370,832 
Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,322 32,462 17,185 24,255 9,205 15,640 16,090 1,555 26,622 9,902 178,238 
Spontaneous 19,785 55,554 7,234 45,056 13,844 1,501 4,914 673 16,072 1,814 166,447 
Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 20 March 2012. 
 
New returnees receive humanitarian assistance on arrival 
With 382 returnees recently arrived in Bentiu from Renk, those in need received mosquito nets, soap, water 
purification tablets and water buckets. Medical screening and treatment was conducted on arrival, as well as 
immunization for measles and polio for returnee children under 5 years of age. As these ailments are more 
prevalent in South Sudan than in Khartoum, from where most of the returnees departed, they are more 
susceptible to the illnesses, and vaccination on arrival is vital. Nutrition partners also screened children under 5 
for malnutrition, the results of which are pending. Returnees will also receive one month’s worth of food. The new 

arrivals are to be housed in a 
former government office while 
they await land allocation or 
onward transport, or else make 
their own arrangements to move 
to final destinations. The space 
is being assessed by partners to 
determine if additional 
humanitarian services need to 
be provided.  
 
In Aweil, humanitarian partners 
provided the returnees newly 
arrived by train with safe 
drinking water, basic medical 
services, and polio and measles 
immunization for children under 
5. Five unaccompanied minors 
were identified by protection 
partners, who are following up 
on family reunification. 
Vaccination services were also 
provided on arrival to extremely 
vulnerable returnees arriving in 
Juba by air. 
 
 

Vaccinators from the Ministry of Health immunizing returnees on arrival in Northern Bahr’s El 
Gazal’s Aweil town. Photo: UNOCHA/Emmanuel Taban 


