
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 A new “air bridge” has 

accelerated the delivery of 

critical, life-saving aid to the 

growing numbers of 

Sudanese refugees in Upper 

Nile State. 

 A humanitarian protection 

team assessed the intentions 

of people returning to Abyei 

town, as displaced people 

come to see if security and 

services are sufficient for a 

permanent return home. 

 Briefings to the UN Security 

Council on 15 June raised 

concerns that Sudan and 

South Sudan were falling 

behind schedule in 

implementing an African 

Union peace roadmap.  

 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

170 

Number of 

people newly 
displaced 

 164,331 

 

Source: OCHA based on reports   

from local authorities and 
assessment teams. 

 

 

 

 

Situation overview 
The overall humanitarian situation in South Sudan remained stable for the week ending 
17 June, except for the increasingly critical water shortage at refugee settlements in 
Upper Nile and Unity states. More than 165,000 refugees from the fighting in Sudan’s 
Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states are now in South Sudan, substantially exceeding 
earlier humanitarian planning figures for the year. Agencies have responded with food, 
medical assistance and shelter, including pre-positioned supplies for the rainy season, 
which will severely limit road access. Humanitarian assistance also continues for nearly 
20,000 people displaced in border fighting in March and April; nearly 200,000 affected by 
inter-communal fighting or rebel militia group activities mainly in Jonglei, Unity and Upper 
Nile States; and the estimated 110,000 people displaced from Abyei last year, including 
current preparations to assist those wishing to return after the withdrawal of the Sudan 
Armed Forces.   

AU-led negotiations resume 

The Governments of Sudan and South Sudan both agreed to resume negotiations under 
African Union mediation in Addis Ababa starting 19 June, with differences remaining over 
border demarcation, the status of Abyei, and the division of oil revenues and national 
debt. The Government of South Sudan indicated that it would also seek international 
arbitration over other disputed areas, including oil-rich Heglig, the scene of intense 
fighting between the two sides recently. UN officials, in a briefing to the UN Security 
Council on 15 June, raised concerns that Sudan and South Sudan were falling behind 
schedule in terms of the African Union peace roadmap, which was reinforced by a UN 
resolution on 2 May calling for negotiations. Humanitarian access to the conflict-affected 
states in Sudan was also expressed as a concern. Humanitarian concerns, meanwhile, 
persisted about the fragility of South Sudan’s economy, as the Government announced 
the implementation of further austerity measures.  

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
Assessments strengthen response in Greater Bahr el Ghazal 

An inter-agency assessment mission was successfully carried out during the week to 
Rumakeer and Warlang, in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, to ensure a comprehensive 
response to identified needs among people displaced in recent border violence. The 
mission verified 3,365 people displaced and receiving assistance: 2,620 in Rumakeer and 
645 in Warlang; it reaffirmed that those in Warlang need more assistance, especially with 
regard to access to clean water and sanitation facilities. Access of displaced people to 
health services should be improved, the mission found, recommending that a mobile 
clinic be made available to the displaced people in Warlang immediately. The distribution 
of seeds and tools for seasonal planting was also identified as a priority. The easing of 
security restrictions has enabled inter-agency assessments to be conducted more easily 
in the state. At Rumakeer, the site for displaced people has emptied out, with the former 
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Left: Elderly women and children at a site in Warlang, Aweil 
East, for people displaced in recent border fighting.  (OCHA) 
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occupants spreading around the area after receiving humanitarian assistance for 
identified needs.  

RRC intervenes to protect humanitarian assets 

South Sudan’s Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) intervened on behalf of an 
international humanitarian organization when a local official attempted to commander a 
project tractor to plough his own fields in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. Other 
organizations working in the state’s Aweil East and West counties have reported 
increasing demands by police and army members, making threats of force, for transport 
in humanitarian vehicles. Armed soldiers have also reportedly been seizing goods from 
local markets in the state, giving the excuse of non-payment of salaries since border 
fighting in March-April.  

Abyei returnees test conditions in town 

A humanitarian protection team visited Abyei town during the week in order to obtain first-
hand information from displaced people who have recently returned. People returning 
from Agok, at the southern end of the Abyei area, said that most of the people displaced 
last year were still hesitant about returning because of Abyei town’s lack of basic health 
and education services, while these services are available in Agok and elsewhere. 
People interviewed said they were being encouraged to return by their community leaders 
on the grounds that “home is always best”, in spite of the challenges associated with lack 
of shelter and basic services. Some of the interviewees said they had come to “see the 
conditions” before deciding on whether or not to return as entire families. People coming 
from Warrap State appear even more cautious about returning, although some said they 
might decide to return after the current rainy season. The Emergency Return Sector has 
deployed a team to start monitoring and registering the returnees. 
 
A total of 8,936 people had returned to their places of origin north of the River Kiir/Bahr el 
Arab as of 17 June, according to the UN peacekeeping force in Abyei, UNISFA. The 
number returning to Abyei town reached 1072, including the return of 252 people on 17 
June. While some may only “visit and see” for now, many are reportedly busy working on 
houses, tukuls or shelters. Partners have started bringing 10,000 emergency kits 
consisting of blankets, sleeping mats, mosquito nets, kitchen sets, plastic sheets, bundles 
of rubber rope, collapsible jerry cans and soap. Many water points in Abyei are not 
working, and rehabilitation of water points is considered a priority considering that 
temporary arrangements such as water trucking will not be sustainable during the rainy 
season. Food assistance and other basic services are also being scaled up as people 
start to return, with partners planning for the possibility of up to 30,000 people returning in 
the next three months if security remains stable. 
 
In view of the possible return, OCHA has deployed to Abyei an interim Senior 
Coordination Officer to facilitate the humanitarian work in the area. The senior coordinator 
will act in support of the Humanitarian Country Teams in both South Sudan and Sudan 
and will report to headquarters in New York.  
 
The Abyei Joint Oversight Committee, the joint northern-southern group scheduled to 
meet next in Abyei on 5 July, will discuss the issue of Sudanese oil police remaining in 
Diffra. South Sudanese authorities regard the oil police as unauthorized forces, which 
should have withdrawn from the Abyei area with army and police units prior to the current 
peace negotiations in Addis Ababa. 

Partners bolster food security in Warrap State 

Food security partners were able to reach over 21,000 food insecure beneficiaries in 
Warrap State during the week, including vulnerable families, displaced people, school 
children (through school meals), malnourished children and pregnant and lactating 
mothers. Through the State Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, over 28,000 beneficiaries 
will be targeted in all counties, with an emphasis on improving agricultural productivity to 
bolster food security at the household level. Beneficiaries will be supported in erecting 
greenhouses for vegetable growing; establishing cassava multiplication sites; developing 
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income-generating assets, such as poultry production and fishponds; digging shallow 
wells; and improving sorghum and groundnut production.  
 
Partners continued to preposition food in areas where access by road will be difficult as 
rainfall intensifies. The removal by the authorities of illegal road toll points has improved 
the delivery rate of food to humanitarian warehouses in Warrap State, partners said. 

Jonglei situation remains fragile 

An inter-agency team on 13 June conducted a follow-up monitoring visit to Lekuangole, in 
Jonglei State, in response to calls for food aid after the community’s loss of livelihood 
sources during inter-communal fighting six months ago, and reported protection concerns 
in the local community. Helicopter flights are planned to bring additional food stocks to the 
area. Protection concerns, including alleged rapes during the recent Jonglei disarmament 
campaign, have further compromised traditional household livelihood strategies, with 
women refraining from going out to gather firewood, water and grass, or to cultivate 
crops. The Governor of Jonglei State requested an inter-agency needs assessment for 
the Jie community in Kessangor, in Boma sub-county, Pibor, following cattle raids by 
other groups in April and earlier that resulted in displacement and loss of livelihood. In 
other incidents, some 200-300 tukuls (traditional huts) were reportedly burnt in Manyabol, 
near Gumuruk, Pibor County, since early May, UN monitors and local authorities said.  

Air bridge supplies Upper Nile refugee sites  

The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, on 16 of June began an airlift of badly needed supplies 
for refugee settlements in Upper Nile State, which are becoming increasingly inaccessible 
because of bad roads and seasonal rainfall. The new “air bridge”, linking Juba with 
Paloich airport in Melut County, has accelerated the delivery of critical, life-saving aid to 
the growing numbers of refugees from Sudan’s conflict-affected Blue Nile area. Plans call 
for 28 rotations with a chartered Ilyushin 18 aircraft to deliver non-food items, such as 
plastic sheets, blankets, jerry cans, kitchen sets, soap, sleeping mats and mosquito nets, 
for up to 50,000 refugees. Another airlift from Nairobi will bring 5,000 tents and other 
items in the coming days. The onset of the rainy season has slowed down long-haul 
ground transport operations. Partners prepared a fleet of trucks to bring the goods from 
Paloich airport to the three refugee settlements: Jammam (90 kilometres away), Doro 
(150 kilometres) and Yusuf Batil (between the two).  
 
The number of refugees in the state reached 113,880 by 17 June, up from 112,160 a 
week earlier. Arrivals have slowed down since earlier in the month, apparently because of 
the rains as well as a reported blockade at the border point of El Fuj. New arrivals are 
generally in poor health, often suffering from diarrhea and malnutrition. Many are also 
assessed as being traumatized, in part because of having to walk long distances with little 
or no food. All new arrivals have been provided with an emergency two-week food ration 
and tents.  
 
Some 32,000 new arrivals were relocated from Hofra to another temporary site, K–18. 
Because of insufficient ground water sources, about 10,000 of these refugees have in 
turn been relocated to the Yusuf Batil settlement and 1,000 to the Doro settlement, with 
plans for another 2,000 per day to be moved to Yusuf Batil until K-18 is emptied. Water 
supply for Jammam remains low, at 7-8 litres per person per day. Intensive efforts to find 
ground water sources continue. 

Prepositioning continues as rain limits access in Unity State  

Seasonal rainfall has started making humanitarian operations in Unity State more difficult, 
particularly for the densely populated Yida refugee settlement, where prepositioning of 
relief items continues in anticipation of road access soon being cut off by the rains. New 
arrivals have been given plastic sheets, buckets, jerry cans, blankets, mats, mosquito 
nets and other items, along with food and medical assistance. Partners intend to drill five 
additional boreholes to provide water in Yida, with one to serve the host community 
around the site. Drilling and road repairs, however, have been hampered by impassable 
roads. 
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REFUGEES 

Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro 41,509  

Jamman 34,871 

Yusuf Batil 15,500 

K-18 * 22,000 

Total 113,880 
 

Numbers in Unity  

Yida 52,095 

Pariang 2,396 

Nyeel 844 

Total 55,335 

 Source: UNHCR 

*transitory/temporary site, figures 
unverified 
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The number of refugees in Unity State reached 55,535 by 17 June, up from 51,189 a 
week earlier, with over 600 new arrivals still coming daily from Sudan’s Southern 
Kordofan area. Most refugees continue to settle in Yida rather than more secure refugee 
sites further from the volatile border. Only 3,240 have so far agreed to relocate from Yida, 
with 844 going to Pariang and 2,396 to Nyeel since the beginning of the emergency 
almost a year ago.  
 
Humanitarian partners are working to expand healthcare assistance at the three Unity 
State refugee sites, amid difficult conditions. Diarrhea and respiratory diseases are the 
most common ailments. Because of the increasing rainfall and poor road conditions, 
health referrals beyond the capacity of existing facilities will have to be done by air.  

Returns to South Sudan 
Verification exercises highlight additional returnees 

The results of an exercise verifying returnees in Maban County in Upper Nile State, 
completed in mid-May, were released, confirming the arrival of almost 11,000 returnees in 
the county between April 2011 and May 2012. This group had come to South Sudan 
intermingled with the refugees arriving from Sudan’s Blue Nile State and had not 
previously been formally identified as returnees. Findings have also been released for a 
similar verification exercise in May for spontaneous returnees to counties with high return 
rates in Warrap State, indicating the presence of 2,000 additional returnees. The two 
groups covered by the exercises comprise the majority of the reported increase in 
returnees to South Sudan for the period of 6-12 June, with only some 400 individuals 
actually making their return from Sudan during the period. In addition, close to 500 
returnees reached Renk, in Upper Nile State, but were still considered to be in transit and 
thus not yet included in official return totals. 
 
A barge organized by people coming back spontaneously was tracked on 12 June in 
Malakal, Upper Nile State, on the way to Juba with about 720 returnees on board. These 
passengers had started their journey either at Renk or earlier, at Sudan’s Kosti way 
station. The barge continued on its way to Juba, with most of the returnees ultimately 
headed for Warrap State. In addition, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
has begun loading for the next barge movements, for some 2,500 from Renk and several 
hundred from Malakal. The Government of South Sudan’s Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission (RRC) also continued to move returnees from Kosti into South Sudan with 
their luggage, with over 250 returnees arriving this way on 15 June. The RRC movements 
follow the humanitarian airlift of nearly 12,000 returnees from Kosti via Khartoum from 14 
May to 6 June. About 900 returnees are estimated to remain in Kosti, with RRC-led 
movements expected to continue until the way station is empty. 
 
As of 15 June, just under 3,000 returnees from the Kosti airlift operation remained at the 
transit site on the grounds of the National Teacher Training Institute (TTI) outside Juba. 
IOM continued to organize onward transport to final destinations for those requiring it. A 
group of 450 from the transit site and the UNHCR Juba way station departed Juba on 12 
June for Lakes, Western Bahr el Ghazal, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal states, arriving in 
Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, on 15 June. Another 100 were brought to Yei, 
Central Equatoria State, on 15 June. On the same date, an RRC-organized flight arrived 
in Juba from the Egyptian capital, Cairo, carrying 80 South Sudanese returnees who were 
temporarily accommodated at the TTI transit site. Overall, over 400,000 returnees have 
now been documented to arrive in South Sudan since October 2010, when the current 
assisted returns programme began. 

Returnees in Upper Nile State continue to receive assistance 

About 300 returnees remain in the transit site and way station in Malakal, Upper Nile 
State, while preparations continue for their movement onwards or for local land allocation. 
The Government has established police patrols at the transit site to enhance security. 
Land for 33 households that have been waiting in the way station since last year is 
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expected to be allocated shortly, following consultations with the Upper Nile State Ministry 
of Physical Infrastructure. At transit sites in Renk, a measles campaign is planned to 
ensure the vaccination of children who may have been missed in previous campaigns. 

 
Returnees*     By type 

State 
Previous 

total 

New arrivals 

6-12 June 

Updated 

total 

 
 

Government 

assisted 

Spontan-

eous 

Un-

specified 

Unity 88,016 0 88,016   32,462 55,554 0 

N. Bahr el Ghazal 72,606 61 72,667   24,986 46,290 1,391 

Upper Nile 62,054 11,011 73,065   25,797 32,118 15,150 

Central Equatoria 53,223 236 53,459   37,348 16,111 0 

Warrap 34,799 2,100 36,899   17,579 10,063 9,257 

W. Bahr el Ghazal 25,189  35 25,224   10,712 14,512 0 

Jonglei 21,538 38 21,576   16,090 5,456 30 

Lakes 17,475 0 17,475   15,704 1,501 270 

Eastern Equatoria 13,643 11 13,654   11,833 1,821 0 

Western Equatoria 2,677 5 2,682   1,960 673 49 

Total 391,220 13,497 404,717   194,471 184,099 26,147 

*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures as of 12 June 2012. 


