
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Seasonal flooding is likely to 

have a significant effect on 

the performance of crops and 

livestock production this 

year, as well as negatively 

impact food security, 

according to the latest  

FAO flood report. 

 Health organizations in 

Upper Nile State continued  

to monitor potential cases of 

Hepatitis E, with 22 people 

having died since the 

outbreak began in 

September. 

 Insecurity continued to 

restrict access to conflict-

displaced communities in 

Jonglei State’s Pibor County. 

 

 

BASELINE 

Population  (NBS) 8.26 
million 

GDP per 
capita 
(SSNBS) 

 $1,546 

% pop living 
on less than 
$1.25 per day 
(UNDP) 

51% 

Life 
expectancy 
(Health 
Survey 2006) 

42 years 

Under-five 
mortality 
(MoH) 

135/1,000 

<5 global 
acute 
malnutrition 
rate (SSNBS) 

18.1% 

 

 

  
Situation overview 
The humanitarian response to communities affected by seasonal flooding continued 
during the week, with close to 260,000 people affected since the floods began in June. 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) anticipates that the recent flooding will 
have a serious affect on the performance of crops and livestock production in 2012, as 
well as impacting food security, according to its latest flooding update report. 

Relief organizations provided assistance to some 175,000 Sudanese refugees in Unity 
and Upper Nile states, who have fled conflict and reported food insecurity in Sudan’s Blue 
Nile and Southern Kordofan. Health partners in Upper Nile continued to monitor potential 
new cases of Hepatitis E, which has caused the death of 22 people since the outbreak 
began in September. Insecurity in Jonglei State restricted access to communities in Pibor 
County, as sporadic fighting continued during the week between the South Sudan army 
and non-state armed actors. 

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
Humanitarian response to flooding ongoing 

Response by humanitarian 
organizations to close to 
260,000 people affected by 
flooding across South Sudan 
continued, with significant 
lifesaving interventions 
reaching most of the affected 
communities. In Jonglei 
State, where most severe 
flooding occurred with over 
201,000 people affected, 
emergency interventions 
including food, household 
items and shelter materials 

have reached the most 
vulnerable people in areas that are accessible. However, poor road conditions and 
insecurity have restricted assessments being carried out and aid delivery in Pibor County. 
In other parts of the country such as Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states, the 
humanitarian response continued with household items, education, nutrition, health, and 
water, sanitation and hygiene support being provided. Of the country's 79 counties, 43 
have been affected by flooding between June and September.  
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A group of Sudanese arrive in South Sudan seeking refuge 

(UNHCR). 

Flood-damaged maize in Unity State (FAO). 
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FAO predicts the food 

security situation may 

not improve as was 

expected because of 

recent flooding, due  

to damage to new 

harvests and the 

impact on cereal 

availability. 
 

 

 

 

NGOs on the ground  

in Pibor anticipate a 

significant percentage 

of people displaced 

may arrive in Pibor 

town over the  

coming weeks.  

 

 

 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

208 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 167,931 

 

Source: OCHA based on reports   

Flooding impacts food security and livelihoods 

Seasonal flooding will have a 
significant effect on the 
performance of crops and livestock 
production this year, as well as 
negatively impacting food security, 
according to the FAO flood update 
report released in September. The 
floods, which began in July, have 
already affected some 260,000 
people across the country’s ten 
states. According to FAO’s latest 
report, crop production has been 
greatly impacted by the heavy rains. 
Crops at various stages of harvest 
have been affected, which will lead 

to reduced crop yield, lowering cereal availability and raising food prices. There has also 
been a noticeable increase in reports of livestock disease outbreaks and mortality from 
diseases, such as Black Quarter, Hemorrhagic Septicemia and Anthrax. If current flood 
levels continue, FAO reports an increased risk that some areas could experience Rift 
Valley Fever.  

FAO predicts that the food security situation may not improve as was expected because 
of the flooding, due to damage to new harvests and the impact on cereal availability. With 
poor production expected, the market price of cereal may start rising earlier than 
anticipated. Transport of commodities and services is also likely to be greatly affected by 
restricted access to areas inaccessible by heavy rains. This will impact both the transport 
of humanitarian assistance, economic activities of affected households, and the 
commercial movement of goods and services.  

Humanitarian access in Jonglei remains restricted due to insecurity  

People displaced from Gumuruk and Likuangole villages are yet to be accessed and 
remain in possible need of humanitarian assistance, as insecurity persists in Jonglei 
State’s Pibor County. Civilians fled the two towns because of sporadic clashes between 
the South Sudan army and non-state armed actors, which broke out in Likuangole in 
August and spread to Gumuruk in September.  

Likuangole and Gumuruk towns are reportedly deserted of civilians, according to local 
authorities. Some people displaced from the two villages are reportedly still on the move, 
according to county officials. NGOs on the ground anticipate that a significant percentage 
of people displaced may arrive in Pibor town over the coming weeks. Humanitarian actors 
in Bor and Pibor are adjusting their response plans accordingly.  

Eight NGOs continued to operate in Pibor, primarily through national staff, with only one 
international NGO moving its relocatable staff back to Pibor. Sporadic clashes continued 
during the week in Likuangole and Gumuruk, according to UN Security.  

Tracking and monitoring movements to Abyei 

In July, close to 11,000 people were registered as moving to 47 villages in the contested 
Abyei area that were previously displaced, according to IOM’s tracking and monitoring 
July to August update. Between the end of August and beginning of September, IOM 
verified 20 of the 47 villages registered the month before. 84 per cent of the people 
assessed remained in the villages they were in during the initial assessment in June. This 
implies that the majority of people moving back are staying, rather than carrying out ‘go 
and see’ visits. 

IOM also found that the average household size varied across payams between 2.7 to 
6.1 people. The smaller family size in Abyei town indicates that only a few members have 

Flood-affected livestock in Jonglei State (FAO). 
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According to IOM 

monitoring and 

tracking in July, the 

majority of people 

moving back to Abyei 

are staying, rather  

than carrying out  

‘go and see’ visits. 

 

 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

217 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 167,931 

 

Source: OCHA based on  
reports  from local authorities  
and assessment teams. Figures as 
of 30 September 2012. 

 

 

 

REFUGEES 
Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro    43,316 

Gendrassa     12,820 

Jamam    17,026 

Yusuf Batil    35,715 

Total  108,877 

 
Numbers in Unity  

Nyeel        963 

Pariang     1,223 

Yida   63,502 

Total 65,688 

  
Source: UNHCR, figures as  
of 2 October 2012. 

 

 

 

travelled back in order to cultivate crops and rebuild homes, while mostly elderly family 
members remain in Agok with school-age children.  

Humanitarian assistance continued to people displaced from the contested Abyei area, 
and to those who have moved home. A food security and livelihoods project began in the 
Abyei area during the week, which will provide seeds and tools to 3,000 households who 
were displaced by the conflict which broke out in May 2011. The farming equipment will 
help families rebuild their livelihoods. Clean water continued to be trucked into areas in 
Abyei where no safe water supply is available, by the UN peacekeeping force UNISFA. 
This is expected to continue until the dry season when a more sustainable water solution 
is found. 

Refugee update 
Hepatitis E monitoring continues in refugee camps 

Aid organizations in 
Upper Nile State 
continued to monitor 
for new cases of 
Hepatitis E, which 
broke out in three 
refugee camps in 
Maban County in 
September, namely 
Gendrassa, Jamam 
and Yusuf Batil. Four 
cases have been 
confirmed in the host 
community. In 
addition, two 
suspected cases have 
been reported in Doro 
settlement and are 
undergoing 
investigation. Health 
partners in Maban 
continued to carry out 
community 
sensitization, active 
case identification and 
hygiene promotion in 
order to contain the outbreak. A total of 791 cases of acute jaundice syndrome, some of 
which have been confirmed as Hepatitis E, have been identified across the three camps 
as of 3 October. Hepatitis E has caused the death of 22 people so far, according to the 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR). The average age of people diagnosed is 25 years, and 
close to 60 per cent of those infected are female.  

Health, water, sanitation and hygiene activities ongoing  

Humanitarian organizations working in refugee camps in Upper Nile and Unity states 
continued to carry out hygiene promotion, and water and sanitation activities, in a bid to 
increase access to potable water, and improve sanitation to curb hygiene-related 
diseases. In refugee camps in Upper Nile, water, sanitation and hygiene partners 
continued to distribute bars of soap to each refugee, totaling over 108,000 individuals. 
The dissemination of hygiene messages to promote the use of latrines, chlorinated water 
and hand-washing also continued. Waste management and camp cleaning activities have 
been carried out, and measures to reduce the amount of stagnant water have been 
undertaken to prevent malaria transmission. Strategic planning is underway for a mass 

    Refugee influx from Sudan’s Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan states into South Sudan. 
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Preparations are 

underway for  

a mass cholera 

vaccination campaign 

due to start in Upper 

Nile in the coming 

weeks.  

 

 

 

 

 

2.4 million 
Food-insecure people targeted 
(4.7 million at risk of food 
insecurity. Source:  
CAP MYR 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IOM estimates that 

over 127,000 people 

returned to South 

Sudan from Sudan 

since January 2012. 

 

cholera vaccination campaign in Maban County. The campaign will be carried out in the 
coming weeks, and will include both the refugees and surrounding host communities.   

 

Location in  
Upper Nile 

Water supply per person per day* Latrine ratio 

Jamam 19 litres  1 per 24 people 

Yusuf Batil 11 litres (3 rigs continue to dig additional boreholes) 1 per 24 people 

Gendrassa 19.8 litres  1 per 29 people 

Doro 17 litres 1 per 19 people 

                *Internationally recommended water supply is 15-20 litres per person per day. 

 
In Unity State, increasing access to potable water and sanitation services in Yida refugee 
camp remained a priority. The site hosts the largest refugee settlement in South Sudan 
with over 63,000 refugees. Nine motorized boreholes are providing 10.3 litres of water per 
day per person. Additional boreholes continued to be drilled to increase the water supply 
to the refugees, with a tenth borehole presently being drilled. With regards to health, a 
decrease in the number of patients accessing health services was reported during the 
week. The main illnesses remained the same as previous weeks – respiratory tract 
infections and malaria. Malaria testing indicated that 21 per cent of people over five years 
accessing services have malaria, according to UNHCR.   

Returns to South Sudan 
Returnees arrive by road and air  

Movements of South Sudanese returning from Sudan continued in low numbers over the 
week, following the trend over recent weeks. Some 700 returnees were tracked has 
having arrived in South Sudan between 28 September and 4 October, with about 127,000 
people arriving so far in 2012. 

On 5 October, humanitarian partners assisted moving over 300 returnees by road from 
Juba to Greater Bahr el Ghazal. These were part of barge movements from Renk that 
arrived in Juba at the end of August. The next barge movement from Renk to Juba is 
being prepared, and is expected to carry about 1,000 returnees to Juba in October.  

About 150 returnees arrived in Juba on 2 October who had been flown from Khartoum in 
government-organized movements. Some 2,000 returnees are expected to be taken on 
these flights, split between Juba, Malakal and the Greater Bahr el Ghazal region. So far, 
almost 500 people in the group have arrived since the flights began on 19 September. 
The late notification of flight departures has made humanitarian response upon arrival 
challenging for relief organizations. On arrival to Juba, those requiring assistance have 
been provided with household items, or have been taken to the Juba way station to await 
further transport. 

Land allocation for returnees continues to be a challenge 

In Warrap State, some 240 returnees who arrived to Kwajok in July are camped at the 
bus station waiting for land in the area to be allocated to them. However, local authorities 
report that there is no more land available following a large scale land provision for 
returnees which began in 2011. They recommended that returnees instead proceed to 
their counties of origin elsewhere in the state. While the issue is being resolved, 
humanitarian actors have provided the returnees with three months worth of food rations 
and kits containing household items.  

In Upper Nile State, over 1,200 returnees have received land in Malakal. In Renk the 
deadlock on resolving land issues and a lack of onward transport continued. Partners are 
forming a committee to work with the state authorities to resolve the issue. 

 



South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 5 

 

 

 

www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.unocha.org 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan office in collaboration with humanitarian partners.  
If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments on the current issue, please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org 

Kuda site preparations ongoing 

Preparations continued for 1,700 returnees hosted in the Juba Teacher Training Institute 
transit site to move to allocated plots of land at the Kuda site in Terekeka, 35 kilometres 
north of Juba. Land clearance continued, several boreholes have been drilled, more than 
50 latrines erected, and 10 longhouses and 12 tents erected which will provide temporary 
shelter until the returnees are fully settled. Hand-washing stations, bathing shelters, 
education services, food assistance, child friendly spaces and other protection services 
will also be provided at the site.  

It is anticipated that services will be ready by November and all 1,700 returnees will be 
able to move into the new location. In the meantime, the returnees are being provided 
with humanitarian assistance at the transit site, including the provision of food, water and 
healthcare.  

 
 

Consol ida ted Appeal  

FUNDING  

1.2 billion  
requested (US$) 

633 million 
received (US$) 

54.3% funded 
 

Source: FTS 

 

 

 

 


