
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 First confirmed civilian 

casualties from clashes in 

Jonglei State receive medical 

treatment in Pibor and 

Pochalla counties.  

 Partners are working to ease 

overcrowding and improve 

sanitary conditions in Malakal 

way station, where over 

1,000 returnees are currently 

staying.  

 South Sudan Consolidated 

Appeal is funded at 35% but 

major inequities between 

clusters mean several high 

priority projects remain 

underfunded.  

 

BASELINE 

Population  2008 
(NBS) 

8.26 
million 

GDP per capita 
(NBS) 

 $1,546 

Pop. living below  
poverty line 
 (NBHS) 

51% 

Life expectancy 
(SHHS) 

42 years 

Child mortality 
(SHHS) 

105/ 
1,000 

Maternal 
mortality 
(SHHS) 

2,054/ 
100,000 

>5 global acute  
malnutrition 
(NBS) 

18.1% 

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 

27% 

Net enrolment 
secondary 
education 

1.6% 

Households 
using improved 
sanitation 
(SHHS) 

7.4% 

Households with 
improved 
drinking water 
sources (SHHS) 

68.7% 

 

  
Situation overview 
The situation in Jonglei remained tense, with the first eleven confirmed cases of civilian 
casualties receiving medical treatment from aid organizations in Pibor and Pochalla. 
Partners remained unable to assess the full scope of displacement, but deserted urban 
centres indicate that numbers of displaced people could be in the tens of thousands. An 
assessment in Boma town, Jonglei State, showed no new violence since January 2013, 
but needs for food aid and other assistance. UNMISS released a human rights report on 
the 8 February cattle-raiding incident in Walgak, Jonglei State, confirming that 85 people 
were killed in the attack, with 34 still missing. On 6 April, South Sudan resumed its oil 
production. The Consolidated Appeal for South Sudan (CAP) is 35 per cent funded, but 
the overall level of donor support masks major discrepancies between clusters. Among 
high priority underfunded projects is the UN Humanitarian Air Service, which only has 
funding until mid-2013. The Malakal way station in Upper Nile State is overcrowded and 
partners are scaling up support to improve living conditions and organize onward 
transportation.  

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
First confirmed civilian casualties of Jonglei clashes receive medical help 

The situation in Jonglei remains tense, with civilians continuing to be affected by violence. 
On 3 April eight civilians with minor injuries received medical treatment at a clinic in 
Gumuruk, Pibor County. Three others received treatment in Pochalla County. These were 
the first confirmed cases of civilians being injured in the latest round of clashes between 
the South Sudan army and non-state armed actors.  

The full scope of displacement in the state is unclear, but aid agencies report that almost 
all of the estimated 9,000 inhabitants of Pibor town have left their homes, as have people 
in other population centres. This means that total number of displaced people is likely to 
be in the tens of thousands.  

Where possible, aid agencies continue to provide assistance to displaced people and 
other vulnerable communities. Around 22 metric tons of food was provided to some 2,500 
people from Kolnyang Payam, Bor County, who had their homes and food stocks burnt 
during an inter-communal skirmish in mid-March. Partners are planning an assessment of 
this community’s needs for household items and water and sanitation assistance. 

Boma assessment finds no recent violence but humanitarian needs  

On 4 April, an inter-agency assessment team travelled to Boma Sub-county, Jonglei 
State, to look into reports of humanitarian needs caused by clashes in the area. The team 
found that there have been no violent incidents in Boma town or Marou Hills with 
humanitarian implications since previously reported and assessed incidents in December 
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School class in Nyeel refugee camp (UNMISS/Perret). 
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2013 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

109 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 12,433 

 

Source: OCHA based on  
reports from local authorities  
and assessment teams.  
Figures as of 31 March 2013. 

 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead/Co-lead organization 

Coordination & 
Common services 

OCHA 
NGO Sec. 

Education UNICEF 
Save the 
Children 

Emergency returns 
sector 

IOM 
UNHCR 

Emergency 
telecommunications 

WFP 

Food security & 
livelihoods 

FAO/WFP 
VSF-B 

Health WHO 
IMC 

Logistics WFP 

Non-food items & 
emergency shelter 

IOM 
World 
Vision 

Nutrition UNICEF 
ACF 

Protection UNHCR 
NRC 

Water, sanitation & 
hygiene 

UNICEF 
Medair 

 

CONSOLIDATED APPEAL 
FUNDING  

1.16 billion 
requested (US$) 

 407 million 
  received (US$) 

35% funded 
Source: Finance Tracking Service, 
as of 7 April 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 and January 2013. Despite recent violence in the nearby Labrab area, there had 
been no new influx of people into Boma town.  

The assessment team found immediate needs for food aid among families whose houses 
were burnt and looted in the December incident. There is also a need to track, register 
and verify displaced communities in Nyat village 11kms outside of Boma, and 
subsequently to provide food, household items and water and sanitation assistance to 
these families.    

Report on 8 February incident in Walgak confirms 85 dead and 34 missing 

A report issued this week by the UN peacekeeping mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) 
confirmed that the 8 February cattle-raiding incident in Walgak, Akobo County in Jonglei 
State caused 85 deaths, with 34 people remaining missing. This shows that the initial 
estimates of the scope of the attack were relatively accurate. Health partners treated 
some 35 individuals wounded in the attacks. Some 23,000 people affected by this 
incident in Akobo East and Akobo West in Jonglei State, and in Ulang County, Upper Nile 
State were assisted with food aid, household items and other humanitarian assistance by 
aid agencies. 

Lack of health services north of Abyei town 

Challenges in implementing 
humanitarian operations in 
northern Abyei continue. 
While the overall health 
situation in the Abyei Area is 
normal and stable, there 
continues to be a lack of 
health services north of 
Abyei town, especially for 
nomadic communities, 
impacting on the 
humanitarian community’s 
capacity for disease 
surveillance in the region.  

Of 34 health facilities in 
Abyei Area, ten are 
functioning. None of these 
are located north of Abyei 
town. With disrupted reporting systems, communicable diseases and diseases with 
epidemic potential could get out of control unnoticed.  

Of Abyei’s ten functioning health facilities, two have the capacity to provide basic 
emergency obstetric and neonatal care and one can provide comprehensive emergency 
obstetric and neonatal care. There are no mental health services, despite the significant 
physical and mental impact of conflict and displacement on the population. An 
assessment is needed to gauge the magnitude of this problem. There is also a need for 
better practices for dealing with survivors of gender-based violence, a topic which is 
taboo in the Abyei community. HIV and AIDS activities are also limited, with insufficient 
capacity for testing and treatment. Here too, there has been no assessment to identify the 
specific needs to be met.  

South Sudan resumes oil production  

On 6 April, South Sudan started a gradual resumption of oil production after a 15-month 
long disruption due to disputes with neighbouring Sudan. Oil proceeds represented 98 
per cent of Government revenue in South Sudan before the shut-down. According to 
Ministry of Finance figures, austerity measures adopted to cope with this loss of income 
have resulted in a 50 per cent reduction in monthly public expenditure, impacting basic 
services. While revenues from the restarted oil production will take time to lessen 

Women in Abyei town (OCHA/Delaney). 



South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 3 

 

 

 

www.unocha.org/south-sudan |   Facebook: UNOCHA South Sudan  |   Twitter: @OCHASouthSudan 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

REFUGEES 
Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro    46,024 

Gendrassa     15,839 

Jamam    15,730 

Yusuf Batil    37,896 

Total  115,489 

 
Numbers in Unity  

Nyeel    962 

Pariang    792 

Yida    71,846 

Total    73,600 

Source: UNHCR, figures as of  
8 April 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners are working 

to ease overcrowding 

at Malakal way station 

by moving returnees to 

final destinations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 500 spontaneous 

returnees registered in 

Unity.  

 

 

austerity measures in place, this development opens the door for the Government to take 
increased responsibility for the delivery of basic services, which in many areas are 
currently delivered primarily by humanitarian organizations.     

Refugee update 
Implementation of resolution to ease congestion in Yida underway 

Since 3 April, the UNHCR registration team in Yida settlement, Unity State, has been 
implementing the new Government resolution on not issuing ration cards to newly arrived 
refugees in Yida, in an effort to ease congestion in the settlement. The resolution makes 
exceptions for individuals with close family ties to already registered families and Yida, 
and for particular categories of vulnerable individuals. Rations cards and other forms of 
assistance are available at the newly-opened Ajoung Thok refugee camp.  

From 1 to 7 April, over 440 refugees were registered in Yida. The relocation of refugees 
to Ajoung Thok is progressing very slowly, with 20 refugees having moved in the first 
week. A convoy bringing 12 refugees to the new camp was planned for 8 April.  

Around 200 refugees were registered in the camps in Maban County, Upper Nile State, 
over the course of the week.  

Returns to South Sudan 
Worrying conditions for overcrowded Malakal returnees  

Over 1,000 returnees are 
currently staying at the 
Malakal way station, which 
only has capacity to host 700 
people, due to a return 
movement organized by a 
local organization in Sudan 
without coordination with 
partners in South Sudan. Aid 
agencies are working to ease 
the congestion, by organizing 
onward transportation by air 
for vulnerable returnees 
whose final destination is the 
Bahr el Ghazal region, and by 
road and boat for returnees 
heading to Unity State or other counties in Upper Nile State.  

In the meantime, conditions in the overcrowded way station are worrying, with reports of a 
young child dying of diarrhea earlier in the week. Aid agencies have responded by scaling 
up assistance to returnees, in particular in the area of water and sanitation. The situation 
is a reminder of the importance of strong coordination of organized returnee transports, to 
avoid bottlenecks in the movement to final destinations. 

Returnee movements in Unity and Upper Nile 

On 4 April, over 300 returnees were transported by road from Renk to Malakal, which is 
their final destination.   

Aid agencies have received reports of 570 spontaneous returnees arriving in the Leer, 
Koch, Rubkona and Pariang counties of Unity State. Inter-agency exercises are planned 
to verify these numbers. Partners have provided reinsertion packages to 100 returnees in 
Bentiu, Unity State, and the construction of shelter for 120 families at the Pawajak 
returnee site in Bentiu.  

Returnees at Malakal way station (IOM). 
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Land identified for 

returnees in Lakes, 

ending long-term stay 

at Rumbek way 

station.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solid overall funding 

for CAP hides major 

inequities between 

clusters, with high 

priority projects in 

several clusters 

underfunded. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Donors and partners 

are urged to report 

contributions 

continuously to enable 

planning and effective 

allocation of resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparation of land allocation to returnees in Lakes underway 

In Lakes State, partners have reported that over 200 plots of land on the outskirts of 
Rumbek town have been demarcated by the Department of Land for allocation to 
stranded returnees at the Rumbek way station. The site can reportedly accommodate up 
to 500 households, which would be sufficient for all the returnees at the way station – 
currently 276 families – to construct permanent shelters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian financing 
Major differences in funding levels between clusters 

The past week saw a jump in reported donor funding to the South Sudan Consolidated 
Appeal (CAP), with the funding level going from 11 per cent of the requested 1.16 billion 
at the end of March, to 35 per cent by 7 April. The sudden increase was due to an 
incoming report of a $200 million contribution for food aid.  

While donors are 
responding generously to 
humanitarian action in South 
Sudan – so far contributing 
$407 million – there are 
major differences in funding 
levels between clusters. For 
example, while the Food 
Security and Livelihoods 
Cluster is 60 per cent 
funded, funding for the 
Education and Health 
clusters stands at only 11 
and 14 per cent, 
respectively. Even within the 
Food Security and 
Livelihoods Cluster the 
distribution is uneven, with 
food aid funded at almost 70 
per cent, while the 
livelihoods programs have only attracted 19 per cent funding.  

Under-funding makes it challenging for humanitarian partners to deliver comprehensive 
support to vulnerable people, and to build resilience of at-risk communities. For example, 
to break the recurring cycles of food insecurity, and dependency on humanitarian aid, 
South Sudan needs increased investment in agriculture and other livelihoods.  

21,269 
Returnees stranded in 

transit unable to reach 

final destination in 

South Sudan 

 

9,525 
Returnees arrived in 

South Sudan since the 

start of the year 

 

670 
Returnees tracked 

heading to final 

destinations in South 

Sudan over this week 

Source: FTS.org as of 7 April 2013 

21,214 
Returnees stranded in 

transit unable to reach 

final destination in 

South Sudan 

21,214 
Returnees stranded in 

transit unable to reach 

final destination in 

South Sudan 

21,214 
Returnees stranded in 

transit unable to reach 

final destination in 

South Sudan 

21,214 
Returnees stranded in 

transit unable to reach 

final destination in 

South Sudan 
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This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan office in collaboration with humanitarian partners. If 
you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments on the current issue, please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Humanitarian Air 

Service is currently 

only funded until mid-

2013, putting at risk 

relief in 60% of South 

Sudan during rainy 

season.  

 

 

 

Donors are urged to step up with additional funding to underfunded clusters, in particular 
for high priority projects, and help aid agencies ensure a balanced and rounded response 
to needs. It is also important that donors and recipient organizations report on 
contributions on a continuous basis to give partners on the ground an accurate sense of 
available resources and allow them to plan the response accordingly. 

Lack of funds threatens UNHAS operation in second half of 2013 

Despite the overall responsiveness of donors to humanitarian action in South Sudan, 
some critical activities remain underfunded. This includes the UN Humanitarian Air 
Service (UNHAS) which is currently only funded until the middle of the year. With the 
rainy season cutting off 60 per cent of the country for road access, UNHAS flights are 
essential to an effective humanitarian operation in large parts of South Sudan. The 
operation requires reliable and predictable funding to help aid agencies plan and 
implement their work.    

In consultation with its clients, and with a view to put this essential service on a more 
sustainable financial footing, UNHAS is increasing booking fees from 1 May and reducing 
its fleet size. UNHAS has also introduced enhanced procedures and controls to prevent 
misuse of the service. Donor support will continue to be required to keep UNHAS flights 
in the air throughout the year. 
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