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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners covering the period 15-25 August  
2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Access restrictions continue to remain the most important challenge to providing humanitarian 

assistance.  
• Due to the access restrictions it has not been possible to replenish pre-positioned stocks, which are 

running desperately low.  
• As the conflict approaches its fourth month the vulnerability of those affected by the conflict can be 

expected to increase. 
• Fighting continued with more aerial bombardment by the Sudanese Armed Forces being reported 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
The security situation in South Kordofan State remained tense and volatile during the reporting period. 
Intermittent fighting, including aerial bombardment by the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) continued and was 
reported in the southern and southeastern localities of the State during the reporting period. 
 
Twelve weeks into the conflict, over 200,000 people are estimated to have been either displaced or severely 
affected by the fighting that erupted on 5 June. Despite vigorous advocacy, international humanitarian 
organisations continue to face severe access restrictions throughout the State. UN agencies and NGO 
partners have been granted little or no access to assess the needs of people outside the state capital. Most 
of the people expected to be in need of life-saving assistance are in areas under the control of the SPLM-N. 
To date, people in these areas have been assisted mainly by humanitarian staff that were in these areas 
before the fighting began, principally using relief supplies that had been pre-positioned in these areas before 
the fighting began.  
 
On 20 August, a joint assessment mission by WFP, OCHA, UNICEF and Sudan Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS), and led by the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), set off from Khartoum to South 
Kordofan to assess the humanitarian needs and possibilities of replenishing humanitarian stocks in specific 
locations. However, on arrival in South Kordofan state local authorities informed the team that any needs 
assessments will be led by the South Kordofan State authorities. The team was therefore only able to visit 
Kadugli for a few hours and was not able to carry out the anticipated assessments.  
 
In order to deliver urgently needed relief supplies to people in SPLM-N areas, UNICEF made available some 
therapeutic feeding supplies that could be transported on UNMIS helicopters flying to UNMIS team sites in 
Kauda, Talodi and Julud as part of the UNMIS liquidation exercise. However, UNMIS has not yet been able 
to transport these supplies due to restrictions imposed by Government authorities. 
 
On 23 August, the President of Sudan announced a unilateral two-week ceasefire in South Kordofan. The 
President also announced that no foreign organizations would be allowed to operate in South Kordofan and 
that all assistance would have to go through the SRCS. The UN was informed by HAC in Kadugli and 
Khartoum that the statement refers to INGOs and not UN agencies. OCHA is following up to get more 
clarification on this, while continuing to advocate for unhindered access for both INGOs and UN agencies. 
 
Prior to the statement of the President, two international organisations had been given permission to 
gradually resume work in three localities in South Kordofan.  
 
Population movement 
SRCS and South Kordofan HAC confirmed the arrival of 1,283 displaced people in Al Farashaya village 
located in Dilling locality. The people are reported to have come from four villages further north in the locality. 
Another 1,624 people are reported to have arrived in six different locations in and around Kadugli town. 
These people are reportedly displaced from villages south, southeast and southwest of Kadugli.  
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No reports have been forthcoming on new displacement in SPLM-N areas where humanitarian partners have 
limited access due to the insecurity and the lack of fuel. The humanitarian community remains very 
concerned about the well-being of vulnerable people in these areas, including those who have taken refuge 
in mountainous areas and who are reported to be sheltering in caves.   
 
The flow of civilians fleeing into neighboring South Sudan continues. According to humanitarian partners in 
South Sudan, over 3,800 people have arrived in Pariang County, Unity State. This includes about 1,500 
South Sudanese who had been residing in South Kordofan. These new arrivals are now receiving support 
from humanitarian partners in South Sudan.  
 

III. Humanitarian Respons 
 
FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOOD 
During the reporting period an additional 12,018 displaced people received food aid in Heiban (1053), Dalami 
(7630) and Kadugli (3335) localities. The SRCS and Save the Children carried out the distribution of a one-
month food ration. The distribution of food aid to the most vulnerable newly registered displaced people into 
Kadugli and Dilling localities are pending further needs assessment by WFP. To date, cluster partners have 
assisted some 135,000 conflict affected people in Southern Kordofan with approximately 1,400 MT of 
emergency food rations.  
 
Due to access restriction, WFP has not been able to replenish stocks in its warehouses across South 
Kordofan. To address the food needs of displaced people in areas where WFP stocks have been depleted, 
as in the case of the more than 11,000 displaced people in Talodi, Save the Children is buying assorted food 
items on the local market to assist the most vulnerable people. In Kauda area, only 70 - 100 MT of food aid is 
reported to remain in stock. However, due to reported lack of fuel, both for humanitarian actors and 
commercial transporters, food distributions have been severely hampered. 
 
NON-FOOD ITEMS AND EMERGENCY SHELTER 
The distribution of essential NFIs for the most vulnerable 2,907 displaced people having arrived in Kadugli 
and Dalami has taken place through a joint effort by UNICEF, UNHCR, IOM and SRCS, using prepositioned 
stocks in Kadugli. At the request of HAC, other smaller groups of displaced people are assisted by SRCS. 
The lack of access to assess needs and monitor distributions within Kadugli town, is of great concern. The 
distribution of essential NFIs in other parts of the State has come to a stop as prepositioned stocks have 
been depleted. Should access be granted, NFI stocks to address the immediate needs of up to 360,000 
people are currently in El Obeid in North Kordofan and can be made available on short notice.  
 
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
The WASH sector is supporting the population of seven localities with access to safe water through 
continued chlorination of 41 water yards (benefiting about 120,000 people), repair and new construction of 
additional hand pumps.. UNICEF rehabilitated five hand pumps, benefiting about 3,250 people. In 
partnership with WES and SRCS, UNICEF is undertaking awareness sessions on hygiene issues among 
newly displaced people in the Kadugli area. IOM in partnership with Ministry of Health, SRCS, the Students 
Union of Southern Kordofan State and the local Ana Sudan Organization conducted a hygiene awareness 
campaign in Kadugli town from 15 - 17 August, targeting 16,000 students and 1,440 house holds.  
 
HEALTH 
UNICEF and WHO are supporting three national partners (SRCS, Sudan Aid and Mobadiroon) with essential 
drugs with a focus on expanding outreach services in areas where displacement is known. The sectors end 
of July report included statistics from only six of the 18 existing hospitals in South Kordofan, reflecting only 
2975 consultations among a population of approximately 2, 5 million people. The State has 104 early 
warning epidemiological reporting sites, in past weeks reports from five localities, covering about 25 per cent 
of the population, has not been forthcoming due to inaccessibility.  
 
NUTRITION 
To strengthen monitoring of nutrition status among conflict-affected populations, UNICEF in partnership with 
State Ministry of Health has trained volunteers from SRCS in Kadugli and 20 Ministry of Health staff in Dilling 
on Rapid Nutrition Assessment and MUAC screening.  
SRCS, in partnership with UNICEF, conducted a rapid nutrition assessment, screening 7,200 children under 
the age of 5, in Kadugli town. Out of these, 233 were found to be severely malnourished while another 751 
children were found to be moderately malnourished and were referred to Supplementary Feeding 
Programmes. The nutrition situation among vulnerable people outside Kadugli and Dilling, the larges two city 
of the state, is yet not known.   
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PROTECTION 
With the support of UNICEF, SRCS, and Save the Children continue to identify, register and trace separated, 
unaccompanied, and missing children. So far, 42 separated children (4 in Khartoum, 5 in Mandi, 8 in Kauda, 
3 Kadugli and 18 in Heiban) 3 missing children reported (Rashad). Efforts to reunite separated children with 
family members are ongoing. 
 
SRCS has established two Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in Kadugli town while the work on establishing of an 
additional eight continue in Talodi, Heiban and Rashad localities. These centers will provide recreation, 
education and protection related services to about 3,300 vulnerable children.  
 
EDUCATION 
According to UNICEF and Save the Children, schools in many parts of Southern Kordofan continue to be 
occupied by IDPs.   
 
MINE ACTION 
The need for humanitarian mine clearance and removal of unexploded ordnance (UXO) remains critical.  A 
number of key roads to areas affected by the conflict are reportedly mined. There are still no available 
updates on the mine and UXOs clearance process. The current rain is hindering mine clearance at this point.  
 
To address the threat of mines, Mine Risk Education (MRE) is provided at schools in Kadugli. To date, 
UNICEF sponsored local partners (Jasmar and SRCS) have trained about 12,500 children  
 
 

IV. Contact 
 
New York Geneva 
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 2380 E-mail: malango@un.org 

Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 Email: byrs@un.org 
 

Aida Mengistu: Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 5145 Email: mengistua@un.org  

Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org  
 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org 
 


