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This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA in 
New York. It covers the period from 4 to 8 August 2011. The next report will be issued on or 10 August 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• On 6 August Al-Shabaab started their withdrawal from Mogadishu 
• Famine has now been declared in five areas in southern Somalia and is expected to spread across 

all regions of the south in the coming four to six weeks 
• The Emergency Shelter and NFI Cluster Lead is flying its first airlift to Somalia in five years 
• Cases of acute watery diarrhea are increasing across Somalia 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
On 6 August, Al-Shabaab announced its withdrawal 
from Mogadishu. According to local sources the, a 
spokesperson for Al-Shabaab stated on a local 
radio station that the withdrawal was tactical, and 
that they would soon launch a counter-attack.  
Alotugh it is too early to know how what the impact 
on the overall situation is, humanitarian actors are 
assessing the ability to operate and/or scale up 
activities.  
 
On 8 August, the Humanitarian Coordinator led a 
humanitarian mission to Mogadishu to update the 
Prime Minister and the AMISOM Force Commander 
on the humanitarian situation, and to discuss scale-
up of humanitarian operations in southern Somalia 
in light of the evolving humanitarian emergency, as 
famine continues to grip the south.   

Famine has been declared in five areas in southern 
Somalia: the agropastoral livelihood zone of 
southern Bakool region, Lower Shabelle region, the 
Balcad and Cadale districts of Middle Shabelle 
region, the Afgoye corridor internally displaced 
persons (IDP) settlement, and the Mogadishu IDP 
community. Famine is expected to spread across all 
regions of the south in the coming four to six weeks 
unless food access is improved and nutritional and 
health activities are scaled up.  

In the last two months, more than 120,000 people 
have fled Somalia to seek assistance and refuge in 
neighboring countries. Arrivals at Kenya’s Dadaab 
camps have increased from a daily average of 
1,300 in July to 1,500 in early August, while daily arrivals at Ethiopia’s Dollo Ado camps have decreased 
from thousands to an average of 270. Possible reasons for this decrease include news of assistance being 
scaled up inside Somalia, limited assistance in Ethiopia, and restrictions on the movement of large groups 
out of Al-Shabaab controlled areas. Despite the drought, some opt to stay behind to keep working on their 
fields, while others are awaiting diaspora remittances before undertaking the journey.   

An estimated 1.46 million people are internally displaced (IDPs) within Somalia. Many of these IDPs are 
continuing to move to Mogadishu, where around 100,000 people have arrived in the past two months, fleeing 
drought and famine, in addition to the 370,000 people that were already displaced to the capital, making the 
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IDP population in Mogadishu account for 30 per cent of all IDPs in Somalia. An estimated 410,000 IDPs are 
also residing in the Afgoye corridor.  

In Gedo region, spontaneous settlements are springing up in Luuq and Garbaharrey, while in Bay region, 
IDPs are moving towards Baidoa, where NGOs authorized to work have been able to scale-up services. 
There are also reports of new waves of displaced people reaching the town of Doolow in Gedo region, on the 
border with Ethiopia, coming mainly from the regions of Bay and Bakool, and to a lesser extent Lower 
Shabelle, as well as from other areas in Gedo region. In general, those south of Baidoa are heading to 
Mogadishu in search of assistance, while those closer to Luuq in Gedo region are heading for Doolow.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE 
Needs:  Of the 3.7 million people in need of humanitarian assistance across Somalia, 2.2 million are 
estimated to be in the south.  
 
Response:  Since 27 July, 97 tons of supplementary Supplementary Plumpy have been airlifted to the 
regions of Benadir (which includes Mogadishu), Gedo and Lower Juba, enough to treat 33,950 malnourished 
children under 5 years of age for one month. Twelve tons of high energy biscuits (HEBs) have also been 
airlifted to the regions of Gedo and Lower Juba, enough to feed 60,000. In Gedo region, food distribution has 
started in the towns of Doolow, Ceel Waaq and Luuq, In Dobley, Lower Juba region, distribution of 7.7 metric 
tons of HEBs and 2.2 metric tons of Supplementary Plumpy – enough to assist 3,400 people – has also 
commenced..    
 
Gaps & Constraints:  The security situation and access remain the main challenges. For the majority of 
humanitarian partners, access to the south is mostly limited to Mogadishu, parts of Gedo region, and Dobley 
in Lower Juba region.  
 

 NUTRITION 
Needs:  In southern Somalia, 640,000 children are malnourished, including 310,000 children suffering from 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 330,000 suffering from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM).  

Response: Over the past two months, the Nutrition Cluster treated 23,300 children suffering from SAM in 
central and south Somalia through the provision of ready-to-use therapeutic foods (RUTF). In July, an 
estimated 107,000 children received targeted supplementary feeding support in the regions of Banadir 
(which includes Mogadishu), Gedo, Middle and Lower Juba, Bay and Lower Shabelle. Blanket 
supplementary feeding is meanwhile scheduled to start this week with priority given to operations in famine-
affected regions, including notably Lower Shabelle. Some 640 tons have been dispatched for distribution, 
which could assist estimated 25,600 families (154,000 people, including an estimated 31,000 children under 
5 years of age). Wet feeding continues in key locations in the towns of Dobley, Doolow, Luuq and Dhoobley, 
in Gedo region, where people are on the move. Meals are provided every day for five days to IDP 
households, with a progressive scale up to provide 25,000 meals per day. 

Gaps & Constraints:  Access into southern Somalia remains the overriding problem. The number of children 
moderately and severely malnourished is expected to continue to increase unless major gains in the delivery 
and distribution of emergency relief take place in the very near future.  
 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH) 
Needs:  The revised beneficiary figure for the WASH cluster is 800,000 for emergency sanitation and 2.5 
million for emergency water. 
Response: Across southern and central Somalia, sanitation activities, which include the construction of 
latrines and the provision of solid waste containers, have reached almost 339,000 people. Water 
interventions, such as borehole rehabilitation and water trucking, have reached over 817,000 people. In 
addition, activities to address and prevent outbreaks of acute watery diarrhea, such as water source 
chlorination, have reached 130,106 people. WASH interventions will complement the wet feeding 
programmes that started last week in the southern Somalia border town of Dobley.  

In the Afgoye corridor, 11.5 million litres of potable water continues to be provided to 30,000 IDPs residing in 
55 camps. In Mogadishu, 220,000 people benefitted from the chlorination of water sources, and 44,000 from 
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the construction of over 2,200 latrines since April. Efforts have also started to scale up access to urban 
sanitation in areas of high concentration of newly arrived IDPs, including the construction of 590 latrines, 
hygiene promotion for 24,000 IDPs, construction of thirty water storage and collection points and soap 
distributions storage facilities.   

To ensure an integrated response in areas with people on the move, the WASH Cluster is establishing 
adequate facilities in Luuq, Doolow and Dhoobley, in Gedo region. In Luuq, work has begun on increasing 
access to safe water through installation of six water bladders (10,000 litres each) and connection with 
existing town water supply systems, and the inclusion of 60 latrines to benefit a total 4,500 IDPs. Some eight 
10,000 litre water bladders have also been delivered for installation in Luuq, Doolow and Dhoobley, along 
with supplies of soap, water purification tablets and household water storage items. On the IDP transit route 
leading from Bardera to Ceel Waaq and onward to Wajir in Kenya, a further four bladders (each with a 1,500 
liter capacity) are being prepared for installation to serve IDPs and people on the move.  
 

 HEALTH 
Needs:  There is a high risk of disease outbreaks in drought-affected areas due to poor access to potable 
water, living conditions in overcrowded camps and susceptible malnourished children. Acute watery diarrhea 
(AWD) is increasing across Somalia, mostly affecting children, and cases of cholera/AWD, as well as 
measles, continue to be reported in Mogadishu, the Afgooye corridor, and in Bay, Mudug and Lower 
Shabelle regions.  

Response:  The Health Cluster has started dispatching Emergency Health Kits to 13 hospitals across 
southern Somalia, specifically to Huddur (Bakool region), Belet Xaawo (Gedo), Ceel Waaq (Gedo), Merka 
(Lower Shabelle), Bua’le (Middle Juba), Baidoa Hospital (Bay) and Mogadishu (Benadir). Each location 
received emergency medical supplies sufficient to assist a catchment area of 130,000 people for three 
months. Some 47 maternal and child health (MCH) kits have been distributed to partners in Lower Shabelle 
and Mogadishu, and 50 MCH kits and 20 health post kits have reached the city of Baidoa in Bay region and 
are being dispatched to surrounding villages and towns. Emergency measles campaigns are meanwhile 
underway in accessible districts in Gedo region, while negotiations are underway with local authorities to 
secure access to additional areas. With an expanded target of children aged 6 months to 15 years, the 
campaign currently aims to reach more than 72,000 children with measles immunization, along with more 
than 31,000 children aged 6 to 59 months with Vitamin A supplementation. Furthermore, the Health Cluster 
has completed a measles vaccination campaign targeting 40,000 children under 5 years of age in 
Mogadishu. A health campaign was carried out along the Somali-Kenyan border, in which 215,000 children 
under 5 years of age were targeted with measles and polio vaccines, as well as vitamin A and deworming 
tablets.  

Gaps & Constraints:  There has been an influx of IDPs in urban areas, specifically to Mogadishu, the 
Afgooye Corridor and Galkaayo. The emergence of new informal settlements is a major challenge to the few 
health service providers who also have limited operational capacity. The prevailing malnutrition levels 
exacerbate the existing precarious public health situation in Somalia. 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFI) 
Needs:  In addition to the shelter needs in the existing settlements in the south, more than 100 settlements 
have sprung up in Mogadishu as people continue to arrive in search of assistance.  

Response:  During the past week, family relief kits were distributed to newly displaced communities in the 
regions of Lower Shabelle (4,100 for 24,600 people), Lower Juba (500 for 3,000 people), and Bay (2,500 for 
15,000 people), with 1,500 plastic sheets and 2,000 blankets also distributed in Bay region.   
 

 AGRICULTURE & LIVELIHOODS 
Needs:  The Agriculture and Livelihoods Cluster is targeting 2.59 million people throughout Somalia.  

Response:  In Mogadishu, food vouchers distribution to 7,918 households (47,508 people) is ongoing. In 
Lower Shabelle region, cash-for-work activities targeting 6,500 households (39,000 people) for one month 
are being implemented (at $72 per household per month). In additional, in Lower Juba and Lower Shabelle 
cash-for-work activities targeting14,000 households (84,000 people) are also being implemented for two 
months (at $63 per household per month). In Gedo region, cash vouchers are being distributed to 3,000 
households (18,000 people).  
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The Agriculture and Livelihoods Cluster has launched the procurement process for 15,000 tons of maize, 
800 tons of sorghum and 20 tons of sesame seeds, as well as for fertilizer components (1,300 tons of triple 
super phosphate and 3,750 tons of urea). This procurement will target 150,833 households (904,998 people) 
in southern Somalia for the forthcoming Deyr rain season. Inputs will be distributed during the second half of 
September.  
 

 EDUCATION 
Needs:  Currently, there are 1.52 million primary school-aged children in Somalia. Only one in three children 
are in school, only one in four for girls. As estimated 40 per cent of children in urban areas are attending 
schools, and only 11 per cent in rural areas. Of the poorest 20 per cent, only 4 per cent are attending school.  

Response:  Supplies for the first wave of the education response has been procured, including 25 tents with 
304 kits of recreation materials for use in child-friendly spaces, and 38 school tents for temporary learning 
spaces where schools are unavailable, in addition to kits of basic learning materials for 300,000 school 
children. Coverage of child-friendly spaces is being actively scaled up to reach more than 30,000 children in 
the IDP sites in the regions of Benadir (which includes Mogadishu), Lower and Middle Shabelle, Gedo, Bay 
and Bakool.  

Gaps & Constraints: There is serious concern regarding the persistent lack of funding for emergency 
education and child protection, with inherent risks in lack of access to education services for children who 
have been forced to drop-out due to the drought, discontinuation in teacher’s incentives and overall 
degradation of access and quality in an already extremely fragile and mostly ad hoc school system. Funding 
gaps in Education have now reached their highest levels in the last four years, standing at 18 per cent of 
total requirements.   
 

 LOGISTICS 
Response:  Over the month of July, close to 2,000 tons of supplies were delivered into Somalia by air, land 
and sea routes to reach children in need. Since the beginning of August more than 191 tons of supplies were 
airlifted, including food rations and water purification tablets.  
 

 PROTECTION 
Response:  Community-based child protection programmes are being scaled up, with a particular focus on 
Mogadishu and the Afgooye corridor. The Protection Cluster will be mobilizing 384 communities (192 
existing, 192 new) on child protection, with the aim to further scale-up and create a network of child 
protection services in most vulnerable areas of Mogadishu and Afgooye, with services integrated to provide 
referrals to nutrition and health services. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
As operations scale-up to respond to the famine in Somalia, OCHA is working to support the Clusters to 
better assess needs and monitor response through a coordinated assessment approach.  In alignment with 
the IASC Needs Assessment Task Force Operational Guidelines on Coordinated Assessments, and 
following the July 19 Somalia Inter-cluster Coordination Group meeting, OCHA proposes the following 
actions to support the humanitarian system to work more collaboratively around data collection, analysis and 
management with a particular emphasis on rapid assessments. This effort seeks to complement other multi-
sectoral assessment efforts underway, in particular, FSNAU. It will also seek to ensure that assessments 
being undertaken in the field to support proposals, for example for CHF funding, are carried out according to 
agreed standards. The following actions are being put into place: 
  
 

V. Funding 
 
• The emergency revision of the Somalia Consolidated Appeal 

has been finalized (NY to add link).  
• Food interventions are 57 per cent funded, WASH 35 per cent, 

Nutrition 45 per cent, Health 26 per cent and Livelihoods 18 per 
cent. 

1 Billion 
requested (US$) 

45 % 
funded 
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• Kuwait has to date donated 3,000 tons of relief aid to Somalia, 70 per cent of which has been distributed 
through the cooperation of the Islamic Relief Alliance, which consists of 15 humanitarian organizations 
currently operating in Somalia. 
 

 
 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org.  
 
 

VI. Giving 
To make a donation through the United Nations, please consider one of the following options: 

1. Support the Appeal for the Horn of Africa 
2. Give to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
3. Give to the Pooled Funds in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia 
4. Give to OCHA’s response to the Horn of Africa Crisis 

 
For details on how to make a donation, please consult the “OCHA Guide to Humanitarian Giving” on the 
OCHA website: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis 
 
 
 

VII. Contact 

Nairobi       New York 
Rita Maingi       Federica D’Andreagiovanni 
Public Information Officer     Desk Officer Somalia 
Tel: +254 (0)734 800 120     Tel: +1 212 963 8621 
Email: maingir@un.org       Email: dandreagiovannif@un.org 

For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.un.org/somalia 
 


