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Highlights 
• The security situation continues to 

deteriorate in Bangui, impeding 
humanitarian operations. 

 
• Key humanitarian organizations 

continue to operate in the country 
with limited staff. All 21 health 
facilities in Bangui have received 
emergency medical kits and 
technical support. 

 
• 28 million USD or 22% of the CAP 

2013 funded to date. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Situation Overview 
 
On 13 April, the newly formed transitional council held a meeting in Bangui during which Michel Djotodia was 
elected as the new interim president to rule for a maximum of 18 months. Djotodia agreed not to seek re-election at 
the end of his term and stated that the worsening security situation in the impoverished nation would be his main 
concern during the transition period. 

The security situation is deteriorating, particularly in Bangui, and remains volatile and unpredictable in the rest of 
the country. Since 13 April, there have been several altercations between Seleka members and the civilian 
population leading to loss of lives, severe injuries and looting. On 14 April, a rocket exploded in a church in Bangui, 
killing seven people and injuring another eleven children. The Boy-Rabe neighborhood in Bangui is particularly 
affected by the unrest, causing population displacements to other parts of the country and to Zongo, across the 
border in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). As of 15 April, UNHCR reports that 33,127 CAR refugees have 
been registered in DRC since December 2012. 

The insecurity continues to restrict humanitarian access, leading most UN agencies to either scale down or 
temporarily suspend their activities outside Bangui. Nevertheless, the key humanitarian agencies still have critical 
staff working out of Bangui, and most of the international NGOs are in the process of returning to Bangui. The 
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ongoing insecurity could however prevent some organizations from returning, hence further curtailing the 
humanitarian response in the country.  
 
On 15 April, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed his alarm at the rapidly deteriorating 
security situation in the country, strongly condemning the Seleka’s acts of violence against the civilian population. 
He said he was “greatly concerned by the deterioration of the humanitarian situation and the continued grave 
violations of human rights across the country, including killings, rapes, looting, indiscriminate shelling and 
recruitment of child soldiers”.   
 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay also spoke out on 16 April, emphasizing that “the extensive 
looting of humanitarian aid agency offices and warehouses, and the disruption of vital humanitarian aid are totally 
unacceptable and are having a devastating impact on the lives of hundreds of thousands of civilians.” 
 

Humanitarian Response 
 

 Health 
According to the Health Cluster, the Seleka’s disarmament operation in Bangui from 13 to 14 April led to 40 deaths 
and many injured particularly in the Boy-Rabe neighborhood where they had serious clashes with the population.  
 
The Cluster reports three rape cases (including two minors) who received treatment with PEP kits within 72 hours, 
and 50 injured people receiving treatment in the Pediatric Complex following the recent attacks in Bangui. 
 
All 21 health facilities (100%) in Bangui have received emergency medical kits, and medical organizations continue 
to provide technical and material support.  
 
Since the 24 March coup, UNICEF has provided over 8 MT of health, nutrition and WASH related supplies to MSF 
France, MSF Spain, IMC, ACF, and Emergency Paediatric Clinic to support emergency health and nutrition 
activities at the four main hospitals and health centres in Bangui.   
 
On 7 April, a UNICEF-chartered flight carrying over 23 MT of essential drugs, obstetric supplies, and water tanks 
arrived in Bangui. The emergency medical kits carried on this flight will be used to treat around 200,000 people 
affected by the conflict for the next three months.  Also on the flights were twelve water tanks with distribution kits 
to secure water provision at the main hospitals and health centers in Bangui and other areas (as they become 
accessible).  
 
Between April 10-13, UNICEF distributed the newly-arrived basic health kits, drugs, and basic malaria kits to four 
hospitals and 15 health centres in and around Bangui, and also distributed obstetric surgical kits to a maternity 
clinic. This will meet essential medical needs in Bangui for two months.  
 
The results of a Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) assessment carried out from 27 March in eight districts of 
Bangui, revealed the lack of health personnel and medications. The health services that were previously provided 
have been interrupted and the number of patients needing health services has increased.  
 

 Food Security 
 
According to the FAO, 60% of rural inhabitants who depend on agriculture for their livelihood are affected by the 
current crisis. If seeds are not distributed during the present planting season, coupled with the increase in prices 
revealed by recent assessments in Bangui, there could be a risk of basic food shortages. This could eventually 
lead to acute food and nutritional insecurity in both rural and urban areas.  
 
The Food Security Cluster initially carried out a rapid assessment in conflict-affected zones in February. With 
support from the regional offices of FAO, WFP and UNICEF, another rapid assessment is being planned in all 
affected regions, pending conducive security conditions. The FAO and other partners are advocating for favorable 
access conditions with the de facto authorities. The FAO is pursuing its assistance towards building policies on 
agriculture, forestry, environment, land tenure issues as defined in its Country Partnership framework with the 
government. 
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In support of medical care in hospitals, WFP is collaborating NGOs to distribute food to four hospitals in Bangui. As 
such, WFP will support 2,500 caregivers of severely malnourished children covering their food needs for one month 
in cooperation with ACF.  
 
WFP finalized Field Level Agreements (FLAs) with MSF and COOPI to provide assistance in Batangafo, Ndele, 
Kabo and Batalimo. Discussions are on-going to sign FLAs with other implementing partners to provide assistance 
to refugees and IDPs in Bambari and for IDPs in Kabo. WFP currently has 1,291 MT at the warehouse in Bangui. 
 

Logistics 

 
UNHAS continues to ensure regular flights connecting Yaoundé (Cameroon) and Bangui at least once a week to 
help UN agencies and NGOs move their personnel and supplies. It also ensures safe access to 27 locations 
countrywide. It is the sole means of transport to reach most parts of CAR which are inaccessible due to very weak 
infrastructure and poor road conditions. Demand from the humanitarian community is high in light of the current 
crisis. 
 
From 1 to 31 March 2013, UNHAS undertook 126 trips, carrying 261 passengers and 20 MT of cargo.  
 

 Nutrition 
 
Nutritional needs in Bangui and nearby areas are being covered under the on-going ACF supported fixed and 
ambulatory therapeutic feeding programme. Three therapeutic nutrition centres and 12 ambulatory nutritional 
centres have supported the treatment of almost 4,000 severe acutely malnourished children in Bangui.  
 
UNICEF conducted additional distributions of nutrition supplies to ACF of 16 April to ensure a two-month stock for 
Bangui and to facilitate the re-opening of a nutrition center in Bossangoa.  
 
Results of a recent RRM assessment revealed that food sources had changed due to the conflict, with a poor food 
stock. There has also been a negative impact on food availability in markets due to increased prices, crop losses 
and less food available.  
 

 Education 
The security situation continues to impede children and teachers from accessing schools, and is also preventing 
emergency distribution to schools for fear of further pillaging.  
 
Results of a recent RRM assessment revealed that most school infrastructures had not been affected and that 
children are not attending school. Many buildings are being used as shelter accommodation. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
Water supply and water quality needs in Bangui are no longer considered to be critical, as the national water 
company (SODECA) operations have been strengthened through the provision of treatment supplies by UNICEF 
and ICRC, among others.  The provision of safe water supply for Bangui has been largely restored to pre-crisis 
levels. 
 
Public sanitation, however, continues to be a serious concern due to the collapse of garbage collection in the city 
and the loss of many hand tools. UNICEF and ACTED have finalised an agreement to implement and coordinate 
this response over the next three months.  
 

Protection 
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Civilian protection continues to be a major concern with an increase in documented cases of gender-based 
violence, unaccompanied children and re-recruitment of child soldiers. 
 
UNICEF is working in close collaboration with COOPI, IRC, Triangle, and a local network of child protection 
organizations to address the protection needs of orphans and unaccompanied children in Bangui.  
 
UNICEF continues to support the reintegration and protection of children formerly associated with armed groups in 
Bangui, and is advocating for the immediate release of children who are still among the ranks of armed groups. 
 

Upcoming assessments 
 
Humanitarian partners are preparing to carry out further assessments across the rest of the country as soon as the 
security situation allows, in order to identify the emergency needs of the vulnerable populations. 
 
A rapid food security assessment that was planned from 17 to 19 April with the FAO, ACF, COOPI and CARITAS 
has been postponed. The assessment will be carried out when the security situation permits. 
 

Funding 
 
As of 19 April, 22% of contribution received has been registered so far in FTS for the 2013 Consolidated Appeal 
Process (CAP). 28 million USD has been allocated to WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, ACTED, ACF, UNHAS, Solidarités 
and OCHA (including 12 million in carry-over from 2012). 
 
The Central Emergency Response Fund is considering a possible allocation of $7 million to support the response 
in CAR. CAR’s Common Humanitarian Fund, which is under the responsibility of the Humanitarian Coordinator, is 
also being activated to provide preliminary funding to respond to critical needs. Urgent funding is crucial to respond 
to the needs of the affected people.  
 
The 2013 CAP requires US$129 million to assist 646,000 people, and does not yet include the needs of thousands 
more people affected by the current crisis. In March, humanitarians estimated that an additional amount of US$42 
million was required to address the new needs.  It is anticipated that this amount will increase in light of the most 
recent developments, given the increase in needs on the ground and the loss of operational capacity by NGO and UN.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian 
partners, 
including donors 
and recipient 
agencies, are 
encouraged to 
inform OCHA's 
Financial 
Tracking Service 
(FTS - 
http://fts.unocha.
org) of cash and 
in-kind 
contributions by 
e-mailing: 
fts@un.org 
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For  further information, please contact:  
Amy Martin , Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell +236 7055 4141 
Laura Fultang,  Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +237 7009 5210 
Gisèle Willybiro-Maidou , Information Assistant, willybiro@un.org, Cell: +236 7018 8061  
For more information, please visitwww.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int 


