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This report is produced with inputs from the Humanitarian Country Team in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Yemen country office and covers the period from 1 
January to 13 February 2012. 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• A UN agency warned that 750,000 children under the age of five are suffering from malnutrition 
in Yemen, with half a million at risk of dying this year if adequate support is not provided.  

• The education of thousands of children across the country continues to be disrupted by the 
occupation of schools by armed forces and armed groups, as well as the use of schools as 
shelters for IDPs. 

• Preliminary findings from a rapid needs assessment in Taiz in December 2011 indicate that 
more than 6,000 people have been affected by ongoing violence, and are dependent on 
humanitarian actors for protection, water and sanitation. 

• Incidents of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) continue to decline in southern governorates except 
for Ibb where the case fatality rate (CFR) is 4%. Incidents of measles outbreak have multiplied 
20 times in some locations since the beginning of the year. 

 
• While there has been reduction in the number of checkpoints and military presence in major 

urban areas, including Sana’a, the volatile security situation continues to pose a challenge to 
humanitarian operations.  

 
• Following concerted advocacy, three major international NGOs successfully completed their 

registration and have begun operations in Yemen. 

• On 1 February, a presentation of the Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan 2012 was held in 
Sana’a at the ministry of Foreign Affairs, with the attendance of all embassies present in Yemen. 

• Germany contributed US$ 31 million to food aid in Yemen under the 2012 Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan.  

 

II. SITUATION OVERVIEW  

The humanitarian impact of political unrest and multiple conflicts continues to place pressure on Yemen’s 
most vulnerable communities. Delivery capacity has increased through the registration of additional 
international NGOs, including Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), Action Contre la Faim (ACF) and ACTED. 
A number of checkpoints have also been removed from major urban areas, reducing tensions and improving 
access.  However, checkpoints still remain in parts of Sana’a which saw heavy fighting in 2011, and the 
volatile security situation continues to pose a challenge to humanitarian access. In the north, negotiations 
between humanitarian organizations and Al-Houthies have increased access in Sa’ada Governorate, 
improving the operating environment for some agencies.  

The rate of malnutrition in Yemen remains concerning.  A UN agency has warned that half a million Yemeni 
children are at risk of dying during 2012 as a result of severe famine and malnutrition. The agency says that 
the number of malnourished children under the age of five nearly doubled as a result of political turmoil 
during 2011 and now stands at 750,000. 

The security situation is deteriorating in some parts of Hajjah Governorate with increasing reports of sporadic 
clashes between local tribes and Al-Houthis. Approximately 7,000 new IDPs have fled their homes in Hajjah 
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in the last two weeks and new displacement continues to be reported. Agencies in Haradh are focusing their 
limited resources on the needs of the most vulnerable IDPs, but more material assistance is needed to cope 
with increasing needs.  Partners are working on plans for a one off distribution of food and non-food items 
with the government.  However, significant challenges remain concerning where to accommodate this new 
caseload if the displacement proves to be protracted.  More financial resources will also be needed to 
support food and other sectoral needs if displacement continues. 

The education of thousands of children across the country continues to be disrupted by the occupation of 
schools by armed forces and armed groups and the utilization of schools as shelters for IDPs.  A rapid 
assessment carried out in Sana'a in mid-November, and a subsequent verification exercise, found that, out 
of 90 schools surveyed, 4 were closed due to occupation by armed forces/groups or severe damage, and 
another 23 were affected by the presence of armed forces/groups. A similar assessment conducted in 100 
schools in Taiz found that 48 schools had been attacked by armed groups/armed forces, forcing the closure 
of 32 schools. In the north, around 800 households are reported to have been displaced by fighting in 
Haradh, Hajjah Governorate, many of whom are sheltering in schools. An assessment has been conducted 
to determine the needs of the IDPs.  

In southern Yemen, preliminary findings from a rapid needs assessment carried out in Taiz in December 
2011 indicate that more than 6,000 people had been affected by ongoing violence, and were dependent on 
humanitarian actors for protection, water and sanitation. Many were also facing hardship due to the absence 
of basic services, and feared for their safety and security. Nearly half of those surveyed were displaced and 
living with relatives due to their houses being destroyed or considered unsafe, while more than a third were 
still living in partially destroyed homes. Shortage of safe drinking water was a serious problem.  In one area 
of the city, only one quarter of residents reported having access to safe drinking water.  

Approximately 100,000 people remain displaced by fighting between the Government and militant groups in 
the south of the country.  Several thousand IDPs currently living in Aden have expressed interest in returning 
home to Abyan.  However, conditions in Abyan remain volatile due to on-going conflict and the presence of 
landmines and UXOs. Six IDPs, including a mother and 5 children, were injured in Aden when an unknown 
object exploded in the school they were sheltering in. All were admitted to hospital and received treatment.  

Conflict, political unrest, and economic decline during 2011 compromised measles vaccination coverage, 
which declined to 68 per cent during the year, down from 73 per cent in 2010. Nearly 2,500 measles cases, 
including 74 deaths, were reported in 2011 and, in January 2012 alone, some 358 cases were reported 
nationwide. A UN agency warned that the measles outbreak had multiplied 20 times in some locations since 
the beginning of the year. Support is being provided to the Ministry of Public Health and Population to 
address this problem. However, further resources are urgently needed to stem the outbreak. 

Following the signing of the Gulf Cooperation Council agreement in November 2011, preparations for the 
presidential elections, planned for 21 February, are continuing. The Supreme Committee for Elections and 
Referendum (SCER) and the Executive Unit for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) have agreed that IDPs 
who do not have election cards or national identify cards can vote using different identity documents.  

On 8 January, the Yemeni cabinet approved a draft law that guarantees immunity from prosecution to 
President Saleh. National and international rights groups have objected to the law, claiming that it constitutes 
a violation of Yemen’s international human rights obligations.  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 EDUCATION 

The child protection sub-cluster and education cluster are identifying solutions to continue the education of 
children whose schools are being used as shelters for IDPs. In Haradh, Hajjah Governorate, weekly 
monitoring of attendance at schools hosting IDPs found that more than 4,000 students attended class last 
week. School rehabilitation is underway in Aden and a joint humanitarian effort to rehabilitate and equip 
schools and hospitals in Sa’ada is being planned. 

 SHELTER, NON FOOD ITEMS (NFIS), CCCM 

A survey conducted in 22 villages of Haradh Governorate found that basic needs were not being met, 
including access to food and education. Supplies of tents to schools and IDPs are ongoing in both the north 
and the south. Distribution of non-food items, including blankets, to new IDPs in the south is underway.  
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 NUTRITION 

The screening of over 2,000 displaced children in Aden showed Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rates of 
nearly nine per cent and Moderate Acute Malnutrition rates (MAM) of 17 per cent. In neighbouring Lahj, a 
similar screening of over 2,750 children showed SAM rates of nearly 10 per cent and a MAM of 25 per cent. 

 HEALTH 

Support is being provided to the Ministry of Public Health and Population to stem the measles outbreak.  

The Vice President and other officials inaugurated the second round of the national polio immunization 
campaign on 9 January in Sana’a. In January, the campaign has reached 4.4 million children under age 5.  

The outbreak of acute watery diarrhea/cholera in Al-Dhale, Abyan, Aden and Lahj, is declining and the 
situation is reportedly under control. In two districts of Ibb Governorate, however, cases are reported to be on 
the increase. 

 

IV. Coordination  

Several initiatives are underway to verify information regarding the number of IDPs in Yemen, including the 
formation of a national-level inter-agency task force and a country wide IDP verification exercise.  

Two interagency trainings were organized in Aden and Haradh in January 2012, covering humanitarian 
coordination, response structures, assessments, the Emergency Response Fund (ERF), information 
management, and other aspects of humanitarian action in Yemen.  A draft interagency assessment plan for 
2012 is being finalizing for all clusters, and will be available by the end of February 2012.  

The registration of a number of new international NGOs with significant new capacity, including Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC), Action Contre la Faim (ACF) and ACTED, has been finalized.  The registration of 
International Rescue Committee (IRC), Merlin and International Medical Corps (IMC) is still in process. 

 

V. Funding 

The Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan is currently 14 per cent 
funded at US$63 million. 

On 1 February, a briefing on the 2012 Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan (YHRP) was organized by OCHA and the Yemeni 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Sana’a.  The Ministers of Health, 
Planning, Social Affairs and Labour, and Foreign Affairs were all in 
attendance, along with representatives of all embassies based in Sana’a. The Minister of Foreign Affairs 
called for increased support to address the country’s humanitarian crisis through the 2012 YHRP.  

In connection with a meeting between the UN and the League of Arab States, a side event will be held on 21 
February in Cairo, where briefings will be given on the humanitarian appeals in the region, including the 2012 
Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan.  

The ERF review board is considering proposals for new projects worth approximately US$1 million, 
including: a response to WASH needs in Taiz; the issuing of ID cards for IDPs without documentation; and a 
project addressing WASH, health, and nutrition needs in Abyan.  

Sweden increased its contribution to the ERF by US$1.5 million in January 2012 and a press conference 
was held on 28 January to thank Germany for its US$31 million contribution to food aid in Yemen under the 
YHRP – the largest single contribution from the donor to the agency concerned.  

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS, http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing 
fts@un.org. 

447 million 

Requested (US$) 

14 % 

Funded 
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VI. Contact 

OCHA Yemen 
Raul Rosende: Head of Office 
Tel: +967 737 555 507 Email: rosende@un.org 

OCHA New York 
Signe Bendix Jepsen: Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
Tel: +1 (917) 367-2334 E-mail: jepsen@un.org 
 
Amanda Pitt: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: pitta@un.org 

OCHA Geneva 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653, byrs@un.org 

For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.org/yemen 


