
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

Central African Republic 
Situation Report No. 13 (as of 26 April 2013) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. The next report will be issued on or around 3 May. 

Highlights 

 Population movements continue. Over 
46,000 refugees have fled CAR since 
December and substantial numbers 
continue to arrive in neighboring countries 
due to human rights abuses and 
instability.  

 On 22 April, clashes between the 
residents of Mbres town and Seleka 
forces left 27 people dead and 50 injured. 
480 houses were also burnt down.  

 A measles outbreak has now been 
identified in two health facilities in Bangui 
(6th and 8th districts). 

 At least half of schools across the country 
remain closed. Over one million children 
are now out of school in the CAR.  

 Under the campaign: “Let us protect the 
planting season”, FAO plans to provide 
market gardeners with 2,347 agricultural kits composed of tools and four staple food crops. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Situation Overview  
 
The security situation continued to deteriorate particularly in Bangui, and remained volatile in the rest of the 
country. Cases of arbitrary killings and armed robberies were reported countrywide during the past week. Sporadic 
clashes continue in Bangui and other towns. On 22 April, clashes between the residents of Mbres town and Seleka 
forces left 27 people dead and 50 injured. 480 houses were also burnt down.  
 

The results of a rapid assessment conducted by ACF from 19 to 22 April in the two main towns of the Kemo 
prefecture (South) reveal that internally displaced persons (IDPs) have returned to the region. In the town of Sibut, 
with a total population of 47,786, it is estimated that the majority of the IDPs have returned. Meanwhile in the town 
of Dekoa with 41,835 inhabitants, the displaced persons are slowly returning. 
 
Since the start of the Séléka offensive in December 2012, people have throughout the country resorted to fleeing 
their homes for safety. More than 173,000 persons were displaced ahead of the take-over of Bangui one month 
ago, bringing the total number of IDPs in CAR to an estimated 206,000 persons. In addition, over 46,000 refugees 
from CAR have been registered in neighboring countries since December, primarily in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Chad, Cameroon and the Republic of Congo. Substantial numbers of refugees continue to arrive in these 
countries, following continued human rights abuses and instability.  
 

173,000 
Internally displaced 
 (March estimate, to 
be reassessed ) 

  46,000 
Refugees from CAR 
in neighboring 
countries, including 
35,540 in the DRC 

1,100,000 
Targeted 
beneficiaries in the 
CERF Rapid 
Response for health, 
food security, 
protection,  and 
WASH 

22%  
CAP Funded (initial 
requirement of $129 
million, before 
including the new 
needs triggered by 
the crisis) 

4.6m 
Population of CAR 
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The Health Cluster reported that a measles outbreak was identified in two health facilities in Bangui (6th and 8th 
districts) between 1 and 19 April. This is in addition to a measles outbreak confirmed in March in the five districts of 
Bangui, Begoua, Bozoum, Bossemptele (north-west) and Carnot (south-west). 
 
UNICEF reported that at least half of schools across the country remain closed. In total, considering pre and post 
crisis figures, there are over one million children out of school in the country. UNICEF estimates that at least 
250,000 children who started the 2012-2013 primary school year and 30,000 children who were in secondary 
school are now at risk of losing the entire school year if schools do not re-open in the coming weeks 
 
The Rapid Food Security assessment that WFP, FAO and humanitarian NGOs conducted in a third of the country 
in February 2013 revealed that the recent conflict has resulted in significant losses on most produce while 
commerce and most economic activities had been severely disrupted. This situation rendered the food security 
situation precarious and left populations even more vulnerable. Faced with the lean season, this situation could 
become critical if seeds are not urgently distributed. 
  
On a visit to Brussels on 23 April, the Prime Minister of the transitional government Nicolas Tiangaye met with the 
European Union (EU) Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection, Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, who 
expressed her concern on the situation in CAR and the lack of humanitarian space. The Prime Minister also 
appealed to the EU Development Aid Commissioner, Mr. Andris Piebalgs, for EU financial assistance for the 
reconstruction of the CAR. The EU suspended its more than $200 million development programme to CAR in 

December 2012.   
 
During his visit to Bangui on 22 April, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Jeffrey 
Feltman appealed for urgent efforts to establish security and stop abuses against civilians, while reiterating 
international calls for a full return to constitutional rule and the restoration of law and order. Security is the primary 
concern and a tool to allow the restoration of other services, primarily humanitarian aid. He called on all actors 
including the Seleka to facilitate the distribution of humanitarian aid. He also called on the international community 
to remain focused on CAR and to provide sustained, timely attention and resources.  
 
On 22 April, the International Criminal Court’s Prosecutor released a statement on the situation in CAR, reminding 
that allegations of crimes under the Court’s jurisdiction, including attacks against civilians, murder and pillaging in 
the whole of CAR were under her jurisdiction and under close scrutiny by her office. She emphasized that she 
would not hesitate to prosecute those responsible for the suffering of civilians in the CAR. 
 

Humanitarian Response 
 

 Health 

 
Primary health care activities are slowly resuming in some health facilities in Bangui and surrounding areas with the 

support of the International Medical Corps and UNFPA. So far, there have been 186 outpatient consultations 
and 26 assisted deliveries in the Begoua health centre. All four hospitals in Bangui are providing services to the 
community.  
 

COOPI (Cooperazione Internationale) also provided psycho-social and medical support to seven cases of 

sexual violence identified in Bangui between 16 and 22 April. PEP kits are stored in one health centre in 

Bangui. COOPI and MSF-H support allows response to victims of sexual violence in some localities. 
 
A 3 month stock of anti-retroviral drugs is now available in CAR, however due to continued insecurity; it remains 
difficult to transport them to the regions. Health staff continues to face access problems in most areas. Distributions 
will be organized for patients in Bangui, Begoua and Bimbo. 
 
UNICEF continues to distribute life-saving medical supplies to affected populations through NGOs and Ministry of 
Health partners. This week 180 drug kits and related medical supplies were distributed to main hospitals and health 
facilities in Bangui and peripheral areas. 
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 Food Security 

 
As FAO, WFP and UNICEF continue preparations for the next rapid food and nutrition assessment countrywide, 
FAO is planning to provide market gardeners with agricultural kits with the assistance of national and international 
NGOs. ACF will support the first phase of this assistance with the distribution of gardening kits along the Bangui-
Damara-Sibut road. 
 
WFP’s food stock consists of: 1291 MT in Bangui; 342 MT in Bouar; 59 MT in Paoua and 3,272 MT in Douala 
(Cameroon). 
 
 

Logistics 

 
UNHAS continues to ensure regular flights connecting Yaoundé (Cameroon) and Bangui at least once a week to 
help UN agencies and NGOs move their personnel and supplies. It also ensures safe access to 27 locations 
countrywide and is the sole means of transport to reach most parts of CAR which are inaccessible due to very 
weak infrastructure, poor road conditions and lack of security. Demand from the humanitarian community is high in 
light of the current crisis. UNHAS also delivers cargo for remote areas inaccessible by road.  
 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 
UNICEF is in discussion with ACF regarding the national water authority’s (SODECA) proposals for restoration of 
urban water services across a large number of affected towns in mostly western regions of the country. The focus 
of the proposed interventions includes water purification and operational support.  
 
According to the recent assessment conducted by ACF in the Kemo prefecture, the chronic water and sanitation 
problem in the region has been aggravated due to damage to water points and the lack of latrines. Only 30% of the 
89,621 inhabitants in the prefecture have access to latrines. Most people do not have access to soap leading to an 
increase in the cases of skin diseases.  
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Funding 
 
As of 26 April, FTS has registered 22 percent of contributions for the 2013 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP). 
$28 million has been allocated to WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, ACTED, ACF, UNHAS, Solidarités and OCHA (including 
$12 million in carry-over from 2012). 
 
The 2013 CAP requires US$129 million to assist 646,000 people, and does not yet include the needs of thousands 
more people affected by the current crisis. In March, humanitarians estimated that an additional amount of US$42 
million was required to address the new needs.  It is anticipated that this amount will increase in light of the most 

recent developments, given the increase in needs on the ground and the loss of operational capacity by NGO and UN.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian 
partners, 
including donors 
and recipient 
agencies, are 
encouraged to 
inform OCHA's 
Financial 
Tracking Service 
(FTS - 
http://fts.unocha.
org) of cash and 
in-kind 
contributions by 
e-mailing: 
fts@un.org 
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For further information, please contact:  

Amy Martin, Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell +236 7055 4141 

Laura Fultang, Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +237 7009 5210 

For more information, please visitwww.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int 
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