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SUDAN • ABYEI crisis  
Situation Report No. 6 
26/05/2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the 26 May. The next 
report will be issued on 28 May. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Tens of thousands of people who fled Abyei have arrived in southern Sudan and are in need of 

urgent assistance.  
• Humanitarian agencies are scaling up the response and providing emergency relief in a number of 

locations. 
• The situation in Abyei town continues to be volatile, with more reports of looting and widespread 

burning of tukuls.  

 

 
The situation in Abyei town continues to be 
volatile with sporadic shooting and looting 
reported. UNMIS air and road patrols have 
reported that the area between Abyei town and 
Banton Bridge has few civilians present. 
Humanitarian assessments in Abyei town and 
north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River have not yet 
been possible due to insecurity. 
 
In Agok town, the situation remained tense. 
Food, water, sanitation, and hygiene needs 
have been identified by inter-agency 
assessment teams in the areas of displacement. 
The humanitarian presence has been reduced 
due to insecurity. An OCHA team visited Agok 
from Turalei today and an additional mission is 
scheduled to travel by air from Abyei to Agok 
tomorrow to further assess the situation. 
 
The United Nations Country Team in Sudan in a 
statement today expressed deep concern that 
the premises of humanitarian organizations, 
both NGOs and UN aid agencies in Abyei town 
have been ransacked and stocks of emergency 
relief items have been looted. The statement called on all parties to respect the property of UN aid agencies 
and NGOs, while allowing free and unhindered movement of humanitarian workers and relief items to 
vulnerable communities that have been newly displaced.  
 
The shortage of fuel in southern Sudan is constraining the humanitarian aid operation. Two out of three main 
supply routes from the north into the south have been blocked since the beginning of May. 
 
A high-level mission comprising Government of Southern Sudan officials, the diplomatic corps and 
representatives of the humanitarian community is scheduled to visit Turalei tomorrow. They will meet with 
local authorities to get a first hand view of the situation on the ground and gain better understanding of 
response efforts underway.  
 
Population movements 
Significant movement of people continues almost one week after violence in Abyei erupted causing tens of 
thousands of people to flee their homes. A key priority for partners has been to establish the whereabouts of 
people who have fled to enable delivery of assistance. As of 26 May, humanitarian partners estimate that 
more than 30,000 people have made their way south. Reports of new arrivals continue.  
 

II. Situation Overview 
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Yesterday, IOM had confirmed approximately 6,500 displaced people in Warrap, Unity and Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal. However, an additional four trucks carrying displaced people arrived in Turalei yesterday and these 
people have been registered today. In addition, approximately 1,000 people arrived in Wunrok yesterday and 
more than 1,000 people are also reported to have arrived in Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal today. The 
majority of this latter group is composed of women and children without belongings and there are 10 
unaccompanied minors. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 
 
WFP is assisting 6,029 people with a total of 98 metric tons of assorted food commodities in Mayen Abun, 
Turalei and Wunrok. All verified displaced people are receiving a one month ration, including cereals, pulses, 
oil and salt. The verification and food distribution will continue simultaneously as the displaced people 
continue to be registered in inter-agency assessments.  
 
WFP is concerned that food insecurity may result from the disruption caused to the livelihoods of the affected 
population. This is the height of the planting season and as people are not able to plant, they will be require 
food and other types of humanitarian assistance for a prolonged period of time. 
 

 NON-FOOD ITEMS AND EMERGENCY SHELTER 
 
Non-food items (NFI) will be dispatched from Wau to meet the needs of the affected population. IOM has 
identified partners to facilitate the NFI distribution in Turalei (UNICEF, GOAL, IOM), Mayom Abun (IOM), 
Gogrial West (World Vision) and Aweil East (Medair). In Wunrok, sector partners have not yet been 
identified. IOM has expressed readiness to respond, should it be needed.   
 
Based on the IOM registration figures, cluster partners will begin distribute to all registered displaced people 
shortly in Turalei, Mayom Abun, Gogrial West and Aweil East.  
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
 
During 24 and 25 May, WASH assessments were conducted. Initial findings of the assessments indicate that 
there are many functioning boreholes, including five in Mayen Abun and eight in Turalei. WASH teams 
continue to assess locations of arrival and to repair boreholes as required. In Majak Aher, outside Turalei, 
ACF replaced the hand pump identified in the assessment yesterday with a submersible pump. Plans are 
also in place to undertake hygiene promotion which was identified as a need in a number of locations. While 
assessment and response is ongoing, UNICEF is providing response support with contractors on stand-by in 
Wau and Kwajok, and by strengthening the supply pipeline. They also supported the rural water department 
of Warrap to purchase poles and travelled to Wunrok to start communal latrine construction in Magen Abun. 
 

 HEALTH 
 
As of 26 May, no outbreaks of communicable disease have been reported. However, there are concerns that 
the wet weather conditions increase the incidence of illnesses such as respiratory infections and water borne 
diseases. The cluster reported that in addition to the minor wounds and sprains, 70 surgical cases have been 
treated in Agok, many of which are conflict related, with an additional 10 in Turalei and another 10 in Gogrial. 
The Ministry of Health and health cluster partners have met in Juba and Kwajok in Warrap to discuss 
coordination, mapping of surge capacity and establishing operational modalities for response. The health 
cluster has operational surgical facilities in Gogrial, Agok and Turalei as well as 11 primary health facilities 
supported by partner agencies across Twic County. UNICEF and UNFPA are assisting the cluster with 
prepositioning of additional primary health care, vaccine and reproductive health supplies from Juba and 
Wau. Immunization of children under five continued in Wunrok, Turalei and Mayen Abun. All the vaccines 
have been provided by UNICEF through MOH. 
 
In northern Sudan, the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) and WHO conducted a one-day mission to Muglad 
on 25 May. In an initial assessment conducted, there were 71 injuries recorded at Muglad hospital. WHO is 
supporting SMoH with three medical doctors, medical supplies and operational costs and the hospital is 
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providing 24 hour services. In addition, the Sudanese Red Crescent Society have offered five volunteers to 
support in first aid.  
 

 NUTRITION 
 
Nutrition cluster partners have participated in a joint health/nutrition/WASH assessment to Mayen Abun and 
Turalei using mid upper arm circumference (MUAC) screening. In Mayen Abun, 101 children were screened 
for levels of malnutrition and oedema with a further 112 children screened in Turalei. In Mayen Abun 20.8 per 
cent of children screened were found to be at risk of malnutrition. Several of the children screened in the 
rapid assessment had already been under treatment with MSF in Abyei before the displacement. Nutrition 
cluster partners will continue to monitor the situation and to screen children for malnutrition using MUAC. 
Where severely malnourished children are identified they will be referred to treatment at nearby facilities. 
Where displaced are a long distance from established facilities, partners will set up mobile outpatient 
therapeutic program to provide services. Nutrition cluster partners will work with the health cluster to ensure 
MUAC screening is included in response efforts. 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
The protection cluster is coordinating response through UNHCR and NRC co-leads in Turalei and UNHCR in 
Abyei and Agok. UNHCR is also reinforcing monitoring capacity with a team from Kwajok. Intersos has sent 
a team to Turalei to help identify persons with special needs and provide psychosocial counseling. UNFPA is 
providing clinical management of rape kits in the area. Save the Children has sent a team to Turalei to 
reinforce child protection monitoring and UNICEF and Save the Children will shortly begin family tracing and 
reunification activities.  
 

 LOGISTICS 
 
The logistics cluster is setting up extra common storage in Wunrok and Turalei in Warrap State and Aweil in 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. The storage in Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal and Alek in Warrap is being 
used for NFIs. The Common Transport Services, a free transport service is being provided for the 
humanitarian community, with priority to inter-agency NFI and fuel transport. The first round of requests has 
been finalized with two trucks with fuel to be dispatched from Juba by the weekend. Ten trucks will be made 
available in total. The cluster continues to negotiate for a common fuel tank in Wau/Aweil. Concerns have 
been raised that fuel merchants may be rationing sales, impacting on availability.  
 
The logistics cluster is also working with UNOPS and UNHAS to assess airstrip viability as well as providing 
updates to the humanitarian community on road conditions in affected locations. It is also updating reports of 
the core pipelines which show pre-positioned life saving supplies in six core emergency pipelines (food, 
nutrition, non-food items and emergency shelter, emergency medical kits, seeds and tools, and water, 
sanitation and hygiene supplies). 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
The education cluster is in the process of deploying staff to field locations in Twic County. Once on the 
ground, partners will be identifying immediate needs relating to both child protection and education. 
UNICEF's pipeline of education supplies is ready to provide school in a box, recreation kits, tents and other 
emergency supplies to ensure protective learning spaces are established once assessments have been 
undertaken.  
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
A fully functioning 24 hour manned radio room has been established in Wunrok. The service is available to 
support communications for NGOs and UN agencies. All agencies are encouraged to check in with the radio 
room when in the area. 
 
 
 



OCHA Situation Report #6 on Sudan Abyei crisis 26 May 2011 
 

 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 

effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.   
 

4 

 

IV. Coordination 
 
The Emergency Preparedness and Taskforce meeting convened today in Juba to discuss and share 
operational and field level needs and gaps.  
 
Coordination supporting Turalei and mapping of response is being done by OCHA. Main storage hubs and 
supply availability is also being mapped to support the humanitarian operation underway.  
 

V. Contact 
 
Please contact: 
 
New York 
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 E-mail: malango@un.org 
 
Michal Ullmann: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
E-mail: ullmann@un.org 
Tel: +1 347 604 2815 
 
Amanda Pitt: Head, Strategic Communications / acting spokesperson 
Communications and Information Services 
E-mail: pitta@un.org 
Tel: +1 917 442 1810 
 
Geneva  
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Email: byrs@un.org 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
 
Peter Neussl: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Geographical Coordination and Monitoring Section 
External Relations and Support Mobilisation Branch 
Email: neussl@un.org 
Tel: + +41 22 917 1511 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org 


