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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

HAITI: Hurricane Matthew   
Situation Report No. 26 (30 November 2016) 

 
 

This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the Hurricane 
Matthew Emergency Response Team and covers the period from 25 to 30 November 2016. The next report will be 
issued on 02 December. Sign up to receive reports of the Emergency Response Team: http://eepurl.com/Kyey5.  

Main Points 
 

 Messages on the impact of looting and the 
scope of international humanitarian assistance 
were broadcast on 26 November through local 
radios in affected regions. 

 Amidst tension on the reopening of schools and 
eviction of displaced population in Jeremie, the 
humanitarian actors will provide direct 
emergency assistance to displaced populations 
hosted in public schools to enable their safe 
return to their place of origin. 

 Some 121 schools are being rehabilitated in 
Grand’Anse, Nippes, South, and North-West 
departments. These efforts will benefit 
approximately 40,000 children of the 150,000 
who have been out of school since the 
hurricane. 

 From 4 October to 22 November, WHO/PAHO 
registered 7,959 suspected cholera cases. 

736,421 
People vaccinated against 

cholera on a target of 
817,000 

(8 to 18 November) 
 

Source: UNICEF 

280,950 
Children vaccinated against  

cholera 
(from 1-14 years old) 

 
 

Source: UNICEF 

112,500 
Estimated children under 
the age of five at risk of 

general acute malnutrition 
  
 

Source: UNICEF 

11,436   
Emergency jobs created in  

Grand’Anse 
 
 

 
Source: UNDP 

Situation Overview 
Evictions of displaced people from many of the temporary shelters where tens of thousands of people 
have been housed since the hurricane have generated urgent needs in zones of return. People, 
including unaccompanied children, elderly and disabled persons are being evicted from shelters with 
nothing, and without the means to rebuild their homes and re-establish basic livelihoods in zones of 
return. The Humanitarian Country Team is developing a joint strategy to ensure vulnerability-based 
assistance is delivered in zones of return across the affected area over the coming weeks. In Jeremie 
and Les Cayes, Return Task Forces are establishing a rapid and coordinated response to ensure that 
those leaving shelters and the most vulnerable people in zones of return receive a comprehensive 
package of basic assistance.  

In Jeremie, the Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator, local authorities, OCHA, humanitarian partners and 
student representatives met on 28 November to determine the modalities and timeline for the assistance 
to returns or relocation of people sheltered in public schools. It was agreed that more than 1,700 
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displaced families from five schools would be given vouchers for food and NFIs kits. The distributions 
started on 30 November for people sheltered in the Lycée Alexis, which hosts the highest number of 
families. Meanwhile a rapid survey conducted on 29 November of all 11 schools in Les Cayes, which 
had been thought to host displaced families, showed that all have been emptied. 

Requests for escorts by humanitarian actors in Grand’Anse region have sensibly reduced, without any 
increase in incidents. This is due mostly to increased engagement with communities, support from 
Haitian National Police (HNP) to secure distribution areas and the use of low profile transportation. In 
South region, a hot spot has developed between Les Cayes and Port-Salut. Convoys are reportedly 
targeted by groups seemingly well organized and presumably operating with some degree of support 
from local populations. It is worth noting that incidents happen despite the presence of MINUSTAH / 
HNP escorts. In those cases, armed escorts no longer provide a credible deterrent to enhance the safety 
of humanitarian personnel and capacity to provide assistance to beneficiaries without compromising their 
security or that of the affected people. In order to address the issue, MINUSTAH Civil Affairs Component 
will engage with local authorities, in coordination with key humanitarian actors. 
 
As part of the implementation of the joint strategy on Communication with Communities (CwC) agreed in 
the Système national de Gestion des Risques et des Désastres, messages from international 
humanitarian organizations to communities affected by Hurricane Matthew have started to broadcast on 
26 November on radio stations across Jeremie and Les Cayes. The communication focuses on 
managing expectations regarding what the international community can provide, especially regarding 
shelter, while raising awareness about protection issues and the impact of looting of convoys or during 
distributions. Preliminary results from an information needs assessment show that people's main 
concerns are regarding shelter and reconstruction, subsistence agriculture and security. 
 
Initial findings from Internews' "Humanitarian Information Service'" indicate that general feedback from 
affected communities concern food security, shelter, aid in remote areas and survey fatigue. People 
expressed serious preoccupations regarding subsistence agriculture, needing seeds, tools and training 
to rehabilitate land. Needs regarding construction materials to rebuild houses were also expressed, with 
some people stating that "their priority is to have a house." People also complained that remote areas 
have not received enough aid in comparison to towns in affected areas. Near Jeremie, populations 
thought they had to travel in order to access distributions. Survey fatigue was also an issue brought up 
by many people, indicating that aid organizations had conducted many assessments but sometimes 
without any follow-up, whether with aid or communicating intentions. These issues were brought up at 
the week Humanitarian Country Team and an action plan will follow on how to respond to concerns 
expressed by communities. 

Funding 
The revised Haiti Flash Appeal seeking US$139 million is currently 46 per cent funded. The new amount 
was determined by the HCT when a more precise picture of priority needs and associated financial 
requirements emerged after developing projects and further needs assessments. The purpose of the 
Flash Appeal is needed to adequately support the Government of Haiti to meet the most urgent 
humanitarian needs of up to 806,000 people within the first three months following the hurricane. 

 

Humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA’s 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS) of cash and in-kind contributions by emailing fts@un.org. Inquiries from 
the private sector for offers of in-kind and pro-bono services can be directed to pss@un.org. Commercial 
offers are invited to visit http://www.ungm.org for more information. 

 
$64.3 million 

Funded 
 

(46%) 

$139 
million 
required 

 
Source: FTS 

$74.7 million 
Underfunded 

 

(54%) 
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Humanitarian Needs/Response 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Of the estimated 1.4 million people who require some type of humanitarian assistance, 806,000 need 
food urgently for the first three months following the hurricane. 

Response: 

 Between 8 October and 25 November, WFP reached 630,000 people with 6,600MT of food. 
Supplementary feeding has reached 3,130 children between the ages of 6 months to 59 months (BSF). 

 FAO has started to distribute seeds to 4,500 households in Grand’Anse. WFP has already reached 
those zones with seeds protection rations in order to prevent seeds consumption.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Many families risk missing the planting season, for which the best period is by mid-November. 

Health and Nutrition 

Needs: 

 From 4 October to 22 November, 7,959 cholera cases were suspected, according to WHO/PAHO. 

 An estimated 112,500 children under the age of five are at risk of general acute malnutrition (GAM).  

Response:  

 The MSPP and the Cholera Vaccination Task Force met on 24 November to validate provisional 
results of the campaign. There are about 200,000 doses of cholera vaccines remaining. The task force 
will identify new communes to vaccinate using the same criteria used for this campaign (at least one 
death or one case reported since the hurricane).  

 UNICEF support to mobile clinics in all the municipalities of Grand’Anse and the South. In the 
Grand’Anse, mobile clinics are done through a partnership with MDM France, Fondation pour le 
Développement et l'Encadrement de la Famille Haïtienne (FONDEFH) and Haitian Health Foundation 
(HHF). In the South, the partnership is through St Boniface Hospital, FONDEFH and Haitian Movement 
for Rural Development (MHDR) to provide mobile medical clinics in 6 communes, anticipated to reach 
6,000 individuals per month with pre-natal care for pregnant women as well as immunization and care 
for children.  

 PAHO/WHO has sent 6 kits of medical items and pharmaceutical items to support peripheral health 
structures identified with the “District Sanitaire du Sud”.  

 PAHO/WHO epidemiologist team is investing on two suspected cases of cholera reported from Ile à 
Vache and has donated in the meantime 12 cholera beds so the island can prepare for more possible 
cases.  

 Catholic Relief Services planned partial rehabilitation of 10 health structures in Grand’Anse.  

 Heart to Heart International has rehabilitated the CTC of Marfranc with respect to the standards of 
quality.  

 For the prevention of malnutrition, UNICEF supplied its partner AVSI with micronutrient powder 
sachets to cover the needs of 8,000 children under 5 in the South Department over the 3 months 
period. A similar approach will be implemented in Grand’Anse with national NGOs, FONDEFH and 
HHF, aiming to cover 4,500 children. 

 Key messages for protection and support of infant and young child feeding (IYCF) have been 
developed and disseminated to all Health, Nutrition and WASH partners in the affected areas for wider 
dissemination within communities. These messages include specific consideration of acute diarrhea 
risk.  

 Early detection and care of acute malnutrition have been done through care capacity for acute 
malnutrition (CMAM) re-establishment in health facilities by UNICEF and its partners. After the 
hurricane, in Grand’Anse only 5 health centers, in 4 out of the 12 communes had such capacity. This 
has now increased to 14 centers covering 8 out of the 12 communes. During the same period the 
capacity has increased from 7 to 28 facilities now covering 9 out of 18 communes In the South 
Department.  
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 To maximize care coverage, with long-term benefit of system strengthening, UNICEF is supporting the 
MSPP in the development and piloting of an integrated protocol for the treatment of severe and 
moderate acute malnutrition that will improve the coverage and quality of nutrition care services.  

 50 nursing staff have received additional training on CMAM in the Grand’Anse and South Departments  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 SAM caseload information in Grand’Anse is currently unavailable but partners are concerned that they 
are seeing a rising trend. 

 Education 

Needs: 

 At least 116,000 children between the ages of 5 and 14 require school supplies and learning materials. 

Response: 

 UNICEF is supporting 18 more schools through a new partnership with Save the Children covering 
Education, Nutrition and Protection interventions, which will enable approximately 5,000 more children 
to go back to school in a safe and child-friendly environment.  

 UNICEF has increased the number of school rehabilitations, from 101 to 121 in Grand’Anse, Nippes, 
South, and North-West departments. These efforts will benefit approximately 40,000 children.  

 UNICEF has supported the return to school of 12,000 children through the distribution of tents for 7 
temporary learning spaces and tarps to 33 schools as a quick response until proper rehabilitations can 
take place.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 In Jeremie, students are reportedly demonstrating against the interruption of their education due the 
occupation by displaced people of their schools but the situation is being addressed by the 
humanitarian community. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 An estimated 750,000 people require safe water for drinking, cooking, and personal hygiene. 

Response: 

 UNICEF partners have secured water supply to an additional 19,000 people in Jeremie and 
surroundings through three mobile water treatment units.  

 40,000 individuals will benefit from hygiene supplies delivered to UNICEF WASH partner, ACF. 

 UNICEF partners are finalizing WASH assessments of 86 collective shelters/schools in the South for 
sanitation and hygiene interventions that will help to prevent the spread of cholera and benefit 10,000 
children.  

 UNICEF partners have engaged in WASH efforts in 20 collective shelters in Grand’Anse, benefitting 
6,122 persons.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 The Nord department remains under close surveillance for acute diarrhoea and cholera.  

Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 

Needs:  

 Immediately after the hurricane, an estimated 175,500 people were reportedly displaced and living in 
hundreds of temporary shelters. However, as of its Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) dashboard of 
9 November, IOM had registered some 33,578 displaced people, amongst whom fifty-two per cent are 
female, and forty-eight per cent are male. Eight per cent of the total registered people are children 
under age five, and six per cent are above the age of 59. According to the DPC, an estimated 2,369 
families in Grand’Anse and 2,100 families in Sud were living in schools and shelters on 18 November. 
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Response: 

 16,000 tarpaulins have been provided by UNHCR and are available to the humanitarian community for 
distribution through the shelter and NFI sector. 

 The Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) sector is continuing the profiling of 254 
schools. Currently data are available for 74 schools. 

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Obtaining the exact number of the people who were displaced by Hurricane Matthew remains a key 
challenge. The figures are estimates. Much stronger coordination is required in the shelter sector. 

 Protection 

Needs: 

 In the four hurricane-hit departments, an estimated 436,322 girls and boys, between ages 15 and 24 
have been affected.  

Response: 

 In Jeremie, UNICEF partner IDETTE has started identifying suppliers to set up a voucher system that 
will enable 500 children and their families to access basic commodities and construction material, 
complementing the material emergency assistance available.  

 Shipment of NFI (clothing and hygiene items) that will benefit over 900 children and over 300 women 
was delivered to UNICEF Child Protection partner Mercy Corps.  

 Contacts have been established with Haitian Red Cross committees at the Departmental level to 
institute monitoring mechanisms and referral pathways in shelters at risk of evictions.  

 Messages aimed at the prevention of family separation have been transmitted to selected radios 
stations for broadcasting in South and Grand’Anse.  

 Specific messaging addressing owners of residential care centers aimed at opening a dialogue on 
institutionalization, preventing further intake of children, ensuring a referral system between owners of 
residential care centers and that IBESR is in place to prevent withdrawal of children without 
engagement of social services.  

 Inter-sectorial referral systems are being established in Jeremie, Les Cayes, Roche-a-Bateaux, 
Beaumont, Pestel.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 While no unaccompanied minors have been identified yet, families in shelters are increasingly at risk of 
separation from their children by placing them in residential care centers as a means of ensuring their 
needs are met. 

 Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Nearly 550,000 people affected, with particular emphasis on women, need immediate stabilization of 
livelihoods, access to credit for communities, and to help the rapid recovery of the local economy. 

Response: 

 11,436 emergency jobs created by UNDP and partners for the cleaning of irrigation infrastructures in 
order to facilitate the flow of water through the canals in Grand-Anse; 

 Several partners created 3,238 emergency jobs to clean up the irrigation infrastructure in order to 
facilitate the watering of the canals in Petit-Goâve.  

 Helvetas initiated cash for work activities for relocation of ravines and repair of rural tracks, and 
cleaning of irrigation canals. Some 700 family members in Belle-Anse in Sud and Chapelle and 
Verrettes in Artibonite benefited from this initiative. 

 Action Aid donated 10,000 gourdes to 500 women in Grand’Anse for reviving their small businesses. 

 An agreement of $50,000 was signed with the Municipality of Apricots within the framework of the 
Partnership between UNDP and UNWomen. The agreement engages women and empowers them in 
the post-hurricane response by creating 900 jobs in emergency clearing of irrigation and infrastructure 
to facilitate drainage of sewage and storm water to mitigate the risk of flooding and sludge flow. 
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 Two Communal Rehabilitation Plans are prepared by the Commune of Dame Marie. The plans are 
designed to guide humanitarian and development efforts in the post-hurricane response. The objective 
is to optimize the invested funds and maximize the deployed technical assistance. This technical 
support is thought to be a first step towards the development of the Communal Development Plan 
(PCD), which will define the orientations of spatial planning over the longer term. 

 UNDP carried out cash-for-work activities in connection with the cleaning and unblocking of roads in 
Dame Marie and Anse d'Hainault.  

 The Early Recovery sector has also reported 6,500 beneficiaries from the “cash for work” program 
related to the cleaning of debris in Sud and Grand’Anse. 

Gaps and Constraints: 

 More than 98 per cent of Haitians have been exposed to two or more types of natural disasters due to 
the country’s long history with earthquakes, hurricanes, landslides, floods, drought, etc. The impact of 
disasters is particularly severe because of these vulnerabilities and deep socio-economic disparities. 

 Additional funding is essential to provide vital support to targeted populations in order to revitalize their 
economic activities and avoid protracted dependency. 

 Even though the cleaning has already been done, there are still unaddressed problems, such as minor 
repair of damaged channels. 

 Responding to recovery needs during the humanitarian phase is needed to ensure response focuses 
on the underlying causes of dependency and to increase resilience and adaptive capacity of 
communities. This will help avoid a state of long-term dependence and contribute to bridging the gap 
between humanitarian intervention and the longer-term resumption of development. 

 Logistics 

Response: 

 On 23 and 24 November, the Logistics Working Group in Jérémie facilitated the loading and delivery of 
trucks (9.44mt/ 59m³) with shelter items, family kits, and tarpaulins on behalf of IFRC for distribution at 
Previle and Corail.  

 On 24 November, the Working Group facilitated and completed the loading of food and non-food items 
on behalf of WFP (420mt) and ACTED (4,5mt) to proceed with the first rotation of the barge for Anse 
d’Harinault on Friday, 25 November.  

 The Working Group continues to monitor the conditions of secondary roads to update the map of 
access constraints and to improve coordination and planning  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Access to mountainous communities remains challenging because of the network of inadequate, 
damaged or non-existent roads. 

Emergency Telecommunications (ETC) 

 An ETC assessment on community information and communication needs and gaps has commenced 
in the country, with the first set of community interviews having already taken place in Jérémie. These 
have been followed up with more community interviews taking place this week in Les Cayes.  

General Coordination 
The first work session on Community Engagement took place on Monday 28 in Les Cayes. One of the 
objectives of the session was to look at alternatives to the use of armed escorts. OCHA's CMCoord 
Officer and Community Engagement Adviser made presentations on the use of escorts as a last resort 
(IASC Guidelines), community engagement and the Core Humanitarian Standard. Participants discussed 
best practices to secure distributions and transport of goods through community engagement. Good 
practices comprise: active engagement with local associations such as Organisations Communautaires 
de Base (OCB) and women associations and community leaders, set up distribution committees in the 
localities, communicate intentions and plans clearly, and partnerships with local organizations that 
already have networks. The next session will take place on Friday 2 December in Jérémie.  
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Contact Details and Resources 

 

Philippe Verstraeten  Emergency Response Team Leader  

verstraeten@un.org  T: +509 3702 5768  

 

Enzo Di Taranto         Head of Office, OCHA Haiti  

     ditaranto@un.org  T: +509 3702 8746 

 

Christophe Illemassene Information and Advocacy 

     illemassene@un.org  T: +509 3702 5370 

 

Alix Nijimbere  Humanitarian Reporting Officer  

nijimbere@un.org  T: +509 3702 5790 

 

Charles Bernimolin  Desk Officer (New York)  

bernimolin@un.org  T: +1-917-367-8116 

 
For more information, please visit:  

www.unocha.org/hurricane-matthew / www.reliefweb.int / haiti.humanitarianresponse.info. 
 
To be added to the mailing list of the Hurricane Matthew Emergency Response Team Situation 
Reports, please click: http://eepurl.com/Kyey5.  

 

UNDP has established an online donation platform where private contributions to Haiti can be made: 
bit.ly/supportundphaiti. Donations will be directed to quick-start recovery efforts to support poor 
families in disaster-affected communities. 

http://unocha.org/hurricane-matthew
mailto:verstraeten@un.org
mailto:ditaranto@un.org
mailto:illemassene@un.org
mailto:nijimbere@un.org
mailto:bernimolin@un.org
http://unocha.org/hurricane-matthew
http://www.reliefweb.int/
file:///C:/Users/Rebar.Jaff/Desktop/haiti.humanitarianresponse.info
http://eepurl.com/Kyey5
http://www.bit.ly/supportundphaiti

