
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.   

 

1 

 

 

SUDAN • ABYEI crisis  
Situation Report No. 11 
06/06/2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 4 to 6 
June.  The next report will be issued on 9 June.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• The security situation in Abyei remains tense and unpredictable with reports of sporadic gunfire.  
• People are reported to be returning to Agok, partly through buses organized by the Abyei Area 

Administration. Partners are following-up to ensure movement is voluntary.   
• Over 66,200 people have been registered as displaced since the start of the Abyei crisis. The 

estimated number of displaced stands at 96,000 people.  

 

 
The situation in Abyei over the weekend was 
reported to be tense and unpredictable with 
reports of sporadic gunfire, and tukuls being 
burnt.  
 
Since the start of the hostilities, UNMIS has 
received approximately 80 civilians in their 
compound seeking shelter. They have been 
provided with basic services, medical care, and 
provided with safe passage to Turalei, Agok, 
Wau, Kadugli and Khartoum. One civilian has 
remained in the compound. UNMIS and OCHA 
are negotiating with the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) to receive 14 additional civilians 
in their custody.  
 
Having fled Agok in the days immediately after 
the crisis escalated in Abyei on 21 May, 
displaced people are now returning to Agok in 
increasing numbers. On 3 June, 10 buses 
provided by the Abyei Area Administrator 
started moving people from Turalei to Agok. 
The protection cluster is following up to ensure 
that movement of displaced people is voluntary.   
 
IOM is monitoring the population movement, as 
the situation remains fluid. As of 5 June, the estimated number of people to be displaced by the Abyei 
violence was 96,000 people. IOM and the Southern Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) 
has registered more than 66,200 people, mainly in Twic County in Warrap State and in the Agok area, with 
smaller numbers in Western Bahr el Ghazal, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Unity states. Partners are worried 
about the location of thousands of displaced people who are known to have fled Abyei, whose whereabouts 
have not been established.  
 
The humanitarian community continues to distribute life-saving assistance and pre-position essential 
supplies before rains cut off overland access to affected areas. As of 5 June, food had been provided to 
80,848 people and distributions will continue as more displaced people are identified. In a 6 June meeting 
with the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management, the Deputy Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator for Southern Sudan and OCHA, the Minister stated his concern that the displacement following 
the Abyei crisis was likely to last at least six months and highlighted the need for shelter options. The 
Minister further reported that the Government of Southern Sudan was procuring family tents and rub halls to 
respond to shelter needs.  
 

II. Situation Overview 
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Humanitarian actors remain worried about already high levels of vulnerability among host communities since 
it is in the middle of the “hunger period” when tens of thousands of households are forced to reduce their 
consumption before the south’s first harvest. This period, which stretches from March to August, lies 
between the depletion of household food stocks from last year's production and the first harvest from this 
year's crop. 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 
As of 5 June, 80,848 displaced from the Abyei Area had been assisted with 1,156 metric tons of food in 
Warrap, Abyei area, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Unity State. On 5 June, 8,209 of 
the displaced were assisted with 160 metric tons of food in Aweng and Akoc in Warrap State as well as 
MadingJokThiang and Agok in the Abyei area. 
 
To support its emergency response, WFP has deployed an additional 30 staff members to manage food 
distributions, provide logistical support, and to increase coordination with partners.. A convoy from El Obeid 
in northern Sudan to Wunrok carrying 921 metric tons of food departed WFP warehouse in Kadugli in 
northern Sudan on 4 June. The convoy is expected to arrive in Wunrok shortly. Despite the difficulties to 
obtain fuel in Aweil in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal, replenishments stocks 
to the humanitarian operation in Warrap are being organized.  
 
A food security and livelihoods cluster assessment mission focused on access to land for cultivation and 
response gaps in terms of livelihoods support (seeds, tools, fishing gear and grain and processers) will be 
conducted in Wunrok, Turalei and Agok and other locations in Twic County starting 7–10 June. To support 
provision of livelihood support in affected areas, the FAO has relocated its team from Abyei to Agok. The 
team has reported that stocks available for distribution in Agok include 73 metric tons of crop seeds, 0.6 
metric tons of vegetable seeds and 3,500 pieces of hand tools. An additional 4,000 hand tools are currently 
being procured. Limited quantity of fishing gear such as hooks and twines are being moved to Twic County 
and Agok. However, this will not meet the needs of the displaced.  
 

 NON-FOOD ITEMS AND EMERGENCY SHELTER 
By 6 June, non-food item (NFI) and emergency shelter cluster partners had assisted 11,622 households 
(approximately 58,110 individuals) with NFI kits consisting of plastic sheeting, mosquito nets, cooking pots, 
soap, jerry cans, blankets and sleeping mats. Distribution of NFI kits to displaced people in Mayon Abyun 
and Turalei has reached approximately 6,668 households. The distribution of NFI kits to approximately 1,500 
households in Agok is on-going. Medair has dispatched a team to support the distribution, and Catholic 
Relief Services and Samaritan’s Purse are distributing NFI kits to displaced people identified around Agok.  
 
On 4 June, the NFI cluster met in Wunrok to prioritize intervention and update stock information. Once the 
displaced population has moved to temporary settlement sites, emergency shelter will be provided based on 
their vulnerability. Additional partners for this shelter project are being identified. 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
The WASH situation in Mayen Abun and Turalei remain stable with cluster partners continuing to monitor 
and respond to needs.  On 5 June, ACF repaired three boreholes in the Panyok area and distributed WASH 
non-food items to approximately 400 households (820 collapsible jerry cans, 13,400 chlorine tablets and 425 
bars of soap). As of 6 June, Medair had motorized one borehole in the Agok area, and will continue to 
respond to emerging WASH needs through repair or motorization of boreholes to increase the amount of 
water available from these sites. 
 

 HEALTH 
Health partners have noticed a decrease in the attendance in health facilities in Twic County. This is thought 
to be because parts of the displaced population have returned to Mading payam in the vicinity of Agok. As 
such, in addition to its two primary health care facilities in JulJok and Awal (north of Agok), GOAL is 
increasing its staffing and supplies to start a mobile clinic in Mading. Immunization activities and nutritional 
screening are scheduled to start in Mading and Gang this week. MSF continues its two mobile clinics in Awal 
and Mathiand, and also has hospital services in Agok.  
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Disease surveillance is being strengthened as the rainy season and poor living conditions increase the risk of  
disease outbreak. No reports of disease outbreaks have been received so far.  
   
Immunization activities of children under the age of five for measles and polio in areas affected by 
displacement including in Western Bahr el Ghazal, Unity, Northern Bahr el Ghazal as well as in Warrap 
State, are ongoing.  
 

 NUTRITION 
The nutrition cluster in collaboration with the Southern Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission and the 
state Ministry of Health began blanket supplementary feeding intervention on 4 June in Mayen Abun and 
Turalei. This will continue at food distribution and health program vaccination sites. Numbers of people 
assisted is not yet available. 
 
Screening and referral services for malnutrition with displaced and host communities have screened 994 
children in Mayen Abun. Some 156 children have been admitted to nutrition programmes and two have been 
admitted to stabilisation facilities. At two sites in Turalei, a total of 1,893 children have now been screened 
with 157 children admitted to nutrition programs and 11 to stabilisation centres. Some 70 children that were 
previously receiving nutrition support from MSF in Agok have been located and resumed treatment in Mayen 
Abun and Turalei.  
 

 PROTECTION 
The protection cluster has received reports that displaced people were being pressured to relocate to Agok. 
The cluster is following up with Southern Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission and the County 
Commissioner to ensure that all movements is voluntary. Psychosocial support activities are ongoing. The 
cluster is concerned about reported over-flights in the area by Antonov airplanes. The protection cluster is 
raising this with the integrated UN working group on protection of civilians in Juba. 
 
The child protection teams from Save the Children, UNICEF, World Vision International, community based 
organizations and the state Ministry of Social Development (MoSD)  continue the registration and verification 
of separated and unaccompanied children in Warrap, Northern and Western Bahr el Ghazal. Updated lists 
and information are circulated among the partners working in the three states. By 5 June, the updated 
registration list of separated children indicates that a total of 44 children were separated from their families 
while a total of 26 children were reunified with their parents in Twic County, Warrap state. 
 
Two child friendly spaces provide the space for recreational activities for 500 children, and three tracing 
desks are being established. Sector partners are coordinating with Kwajok radio station to ensure that 
announcements of missing children are made regularly and have started conducting training on family 
tracing for social workers of the MoSD and staff members and community based organizations. 
 

 LOGISTICS 
The logistics cluster coordinator traveled to Twic County to conduct rapid assessments of airstrips together 
with UNOPS. The assessment will identify which airstrips should be prioritised based on the amount of 
required repairs. An estimated time frame of six weeks to complete any repairs is being discussed. 
 
The first common transport service convoy of fuel and NFIs reached its destinations in Malualkon, Aweil and 
Wunrok on 4 June and fuel has been distributed to partners in Wunrok. The trucks are due to return to Juba 
with empty fuel drums by the end of the week. In Juba, consolidation of requests for fuel transport for a 
second convoy is underway.  
 
The construction of the common warehouse in Wunrok has been completed and the construction of a 
warehouse in Turalei began on 4 June.  
 

IV. Coordination 
 
On 6 June, the Twic Commissioner chaired a weekly humanitarian coordination meeting in Turalei. The 
humanitarian coordination meeting in Wunrok that has met on a daily basis, now meets every second day. 
Cluster partners continue to meet regularly. The non-food item and emergency shelter cluster met in Wunrok 
on 4 June to discuss priorities moving forward and the education cluster met on 6 June in Turalei to finalize 
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plans for a rapid education assessment initially focused on Mayen Abun, Turalei and Wunrok starting 
tomorrow. The WASH cluster also met today in Wunrok.   
 

V. Funding 
 
Humanitarian partners in southern Sudan are working to complete and inter-agency Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) request to address needs resulting from the Abyei crisis. Cluster leads and heads of 
agencies in Juba met with the Deputy Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA during the 
weekend to discuss gaps and activities for the CERF request. OCHA will consolidate the individual agency 
proposals for the CERF request for the review of the Humanitarian Country Team Juba satellite. 
 

VI. Contact 
 
Please contact: 
 
New York 
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 E-mail: malango@un.org 
 
Michal Ullmann: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
E-mail: ullmann@un.org 
Tel: +1 347 604 2815 
 
Amanda Pitt: Head, Strategic Communications / acting spokesperson 
Communications and Information Services 
E-mail: pitta@un.org 
Tel: +1 917 442 1810 
 
Geneva  
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Email: byrs@un.org 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
 
Peter Neussl: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Geographical Coordination and Monitoring Section 
External Relations and Support Mobilisation Branch 
Email: neussl@un.org 
Tel: + +41 22 917 1511 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org 


