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This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from  
31 May to 5 June 2017. 

Highlights 

 Localized average to above-average rainfall has been 
received in parts of northern and central regions of 
Somalia, resulting in improved pasture and water 
resources in these areas, according to the Famine Early 
Warning System Network (FEWSNET) Seasonal Monitor 
for Somalia issued on 3 June. 

 The ongoing measles outbreak continues to be of major 
concern, with over 1,400 measles cases reported since 2 
June. The total number of suspected cases in 2017 is 
9,813 cases. 

 More than 14.7 million livestock have been treated 
against common diseases since March, benefiting 2.2 
million people across all regions of Somalia, with the 
exception of Middle Juba, due to insecurity. 

 Nutrition cluster partners have since January reached 
nearly 750,000 people. These include more than 350,000 
acutely malnourished children (101,263 severely so) 
reached with life-saving treatment, and 398,000 women 
and children reached with nutrition preventive services. 

 A cholera outbreak in Burao prison, Somaliland, left 
seven prisoners dead and affected over 120 people. 
Some 265 cumulative deaths and 10,277 cumulative 
cases of AWD/cholera have been reported in Somaliland. 
Toghdeer region is the worst affected and has reported 
78 per cent (7,963 cases/208 deaths) of the total cases 
reported in Somaliland in 2017.  
 

6.7 m 
People in need. 
3.2 m in IPC 
Phase 3 and 4 

739,000 
People displaced by 
drought since November 
2016  

9,813 
Reported cases of 
measles in 2017  

450,000 
Estimated number of 
acutely malnourished 
children reached by 
nutrition partners in 
2017 

45,400 
Reported cases of 
AWD/cholera in 
2017 (738 deaths)  

$765m 
Total reported 
humanitarian 
funding in 2017 
(HRP+ non-HRP 
funding) 

Situation Overview  
Torrential rains and flash floods have been reported in different parts of the country. According to FEWSNET, as of 
3 June, localized average to above-average rainfall has been received in parts of northern and central regions of 
Somalia, leading to slight improvement in pasture and water resources. While rainfall in late April and in May has led 
to seed germination, reduced yields are expected due to early season losses and erratic rainfall. Most parts of 
southern and central Somalia received little to no rainfall.  

According to the food security and livelihood partners, livestock deaths and diseases have declined in Galgaduud 
region in May. Despite the onset of the Gu rains, partners report that it will take a while for assets and livelihoods to 
recover as most people have lost about 60 per cent of their livestock and livelihoods. Livestock body conditions also 
need time to fully recover.   

Water availability is expected to increase in the coming days in all regions because of the rains. However, cases of 
AWD/cholera may spike.  Health partners continued to receive alerts of AWD/cholera and measles outbreaks from 
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new villages and districts across Somalia. Cholera alerts have this week been reported from Bakool, Galgadud, 
Gedo, Togdheer, and Middle Juba region. Effective verification of these alerts is a major challenge due to insecurity. 
Since January 2017, some 9,813 suspected measles cases and 45,400 suspected AWD/cholera cases with 738 
deaths (CFR–1.6%) have been recorded across Somalia.  

Humanitarian access and effective provision of assistance to rural villages in Bay and Bakool remains a challenge 
due to insecurity. Access constraints, resulting from logistical and bureaucratic impediments have also been reported 
in some parts of Somalia. The Cash Working Group this week raised concern over the continued economic blockade, 
(since March) imposed by non-state armed actors in Wajiid (Bakool region) and Diinsor (Bay region) towns. The 
blockade is affecting supply routes and impacting the availability of key commodities in the markets in Diinsoor town 
and surrounding areas. The shortage in foodstuffs has resulted in increased prices in the affected areas. A number 
of security incidents impacting civilians have been reported in the two regions.  

In Lower and Middle Shabelle, rains subsided in the past two weeks allowing easy access of commercial trucks 
along the supply corridors. However, Marka and Barowe districts are still experiencing torrential rains affecting the 
supply corridors from Mogadishu, and driving up prices of commodities. The Hirashabelle Administration withdrew 
all checkpoints mounted on the supply corridor linking Mogadishu and Afgooye. In central Somalia, commercial 
trucks are back on the road as the inter-clan conflict that had affected the supply corridor linking Guricel, and Belet 
Weyn has been resolved. 

New drought-driven displacements were down by 70 per cent in May (46,000 people) compared to April. This has 
brought the total drought-driven displacements since November 2016 to more than 739,000 people according to the 
UNHCR-led Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN). The decline in new displacements in May are on 
the one hand a result of current rains that have led some people to choose to remain in their homes, while on the 
other hand reports have been received of movements being restricted because of the poor condition of roads. During 
the month of May, PRMN also monitored the first significant returns of 7,700 displaced people primarily from IDP 
sites in Baidoa town to their homes in Baidoa district and elsewhere in Bay region. Disaggregated data from PRMN 
interviews at household level indicate that of the 739,000 total drought-displaced people, some 195,000 (26 per cent) 
are children under 5 years old – those most at risk from malnutrition and disease. 

 

Humanitarian Response  
Following the AWD/cholera outbreak in Burco district, Toghdeer region, health cluster partners have scaled up 
response services and the delivery of emergency life-saving interventions in Somaliland. Nearly 900 AWD/cholera 
cases and 22 deaths, were reported between 30 May and 2 June.  Some 700 of these cases were reported in Burco 
district. As of 3 June, there was only one functioning Cholera Treatment Centre (CTC) supported by humanitarian 
partners in Burco district. The facility which has a bed capacity of 60 people, had 107 admitted cases. Additional life-
saving supplies and facilities, including at least two CTCs and referral services are required within Burco town to 
deal with overwhelmed health facilities. A daily regional coordination meeting organized by Regional medical officer 
is taking place in Burco district to discuss the outbreak and measures to contain the disease. 

UNICEF in collaboration with Ministry of Water Resources (MOWR) continues to provide technical leadership and 
coordination in Burco. Chlorination of water sources by MOWR with logistical support from UNICEF started on 6 
June and is continuing. Rapid assessment of IDP camps to ascertain key WASH gaps has been completed. 
Interventions such as hygiene promotion, water trucking, disinfection of open defecation sites are scheduled for next 
week. 

As the volumes of cargo airlifted for the drought response continue to increase, a Mobile Storage Unit (MSU) was 

installed at the Aden Adde International Airport in Mogadishu to improve the efficiency of the airlift operation. Two 

new refrigerated containers to store heat-sensitive nutritious items for WFP, UNICEF and Save the Children have 

also been installed. A second MSU has also been set up at the Baidoa airport. 

 

A joint inter-agency mission from the Drought Operations Coordination Center visited Hargeisa, Somaliland from 30 
May to 1 June, to engage with local authorities and humanitarian partners. The team held a joint meeting with the 
National Drought Committee and National Recovery Committee, aiming to identify, how humanitarian partners can 
better support the authorities in coordination of ongoing drought response and recovery efforts, further emphasizing 
the need to strengthen NERAD’s capacity in coordination and information sharing. The team also met with the Inter-
Sector Coordination Group, including line ministries and partners to discuss the role of the Operations Centre in 
Hargeisa as well as four regional hubs in Awdal, Berbera, Togdheer, Sanaag and Sool.  

 

Funding  
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Reported funding 

As of 5 June 2017, donors had contributed US$765 million towards famine prevention activities in Somalia. The 
overall funding comprises $540 million contributed towards the revised 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 
and $225 million ($92 million in pledges) contributed for activities outside the HRP. The revised HRP is seeking $1.5 
billion to reach 5.5 million people with life-saving assistance.  

About $432 million or 56 per cent of the $765 million has been disbursed to humanitarian partners, while $242 million 
is committed and $92 million pledged. 

 

While resources committed 
so far have been 
unprecedented, there 
continues to be a need to 
scale up and sustain the 
ongoing humanitarian 
response. Further 
resources will be required 
into the second half of the 
year to sustain the 
necessary response and 
avert loss of lives.  

 

 
 

Real-time information sharing about the available resources is essential for ensuring the overall efficiency of 
humanitarian response in Somalia. 

Donors and recipient agencies are strongly encouraged to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions. Reporting can done through the online reporting form 
or by e-mailing the reporting template to fts@un.org.  

 

 

 

 III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

  Food Security 

Needs 

Between February and May 2017, the number of acutely food insecure Somalis rose by half a million people to 6.7 
million people. Most of these are people in IPC Phase 4 (up by 67 percent since February). The deterioration has 
been most significant – and accelerated – in rural areas, which are now home to 68 per cent of the population in IPC 
Phases 3 and 4, and 92 per cent of those in IPC 4. Current food security needs are expected to persist through 
2017. In some rural areas, there continues to be need for emergency livestock support to keep animals alive and 
productive. Other interventions include cash-based programmes to meet families’ immediate food needs, and ensure 
the availability of inputs to produce food. Delivery on these priorities is essential to preventing further deterioration 
of the food security situation and will help stem further displacement out of rural areas, and potentially act as a trigger 
for the early return of those already displaced. 

 
Response 

 More than 450,000 people in rural areas have received cash transfers since January (amounting to $9.1 
million). The transfers are being made on a monthly basis for three to three and a half months, to help 

http://fts.unocha.org)/
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YisG
https://ftsbeta.unocha.org/sites/default/files/international_humanitarian_assistance-reporting_template_11072016.xlsx
mailto:fts@un.org
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families across the country – Somaliland, Puntland, Galmudug, Hishabelle, South West and Jubaland states 
– to meet their immediate food needs. 

 Nearly 238,000 people have received $5.8 million through cash-for-work in Somaliland, Puntland and 
southern and central Somalia, providing them with immediate access to food and improving livelihoods. The 
work is also benefitting communities through various initiatives including, repairs of irrigation canals that can 
boost maize production by around 80 per cent and water catchments capable of storing water for up to 
207,000 animals for an entire dry season. Around 20 per cent of beneficiaries including the disabled, the 
elderly and pregnant women are receiving unconditional cash. 

 More than 36,000 rural farming and agro pastoral households – 94 per cent of the 38,330 households 
targeted in Awdal, Bakool, Bay, Gedo, Hiraan, Woqooyi Galbeed, and Lower and Middle Shabelle regions 
– have collected 1,000 tons of seeds (cereal, cowpea and vegetable) to plant during the ongoing Gu season. 
These families are also receiving cash vouchers for 3 months – the time it takes to plant and harvest a staple 
crop. Each family will be able to produce enough to feed themselves and two additional families for six 
months.  

 All households targeted with tractor hours have been reached. Tractor hours have been provided to 1,850 
households who are recipients of seeds in Somaliland to prepare their land for planting. More than 1,850 
hectares has been tilled to date. In riverine areas of Lower Shabelle region, seed beneficiaries are receiving 
irrigation support for their crops. To date, 4,100 farming households have received their initial six hours of 
irrigation – as their crops grow, they will receive an additional two cycles, for a total of 18 hours. 

 More than 14.7 million (increase of 2.4 million since last week) heads of livestock have been treated against 
common diseases since March, benefiting 2.2 million people across all regions of Somalia (with the 
exception of Middle Juba, due to insecurity). By the end of the emergency treatment campaign, about 21 
million animals -FAO’s target for the current livestock treatment campaign- belonging to 3 million people will 
have been treated. By keeping livestock alive, these interventions are preserving a life-saving source of food 
and income for highly vulnerable pastoralists and agro pastoralists. 

 
Gaps and Constraints 

 Additional funding is required in light of the worsening food insecurity and increasing malnutrition in some 
of the hotspots where needs are likely to increase. This includes parts of northern, central and southern 
Somalia that moved from IPC Phase 3 to 4 between February and May.  

 Limited access is affecting the cluster’s response in some of the affected areas, particularly in Middle Juba 
and Lower Shabelle regions. 

 
 
 
 

  Health 

 

Needs 

The health situation remains critical. A cholera outbreak, exacerbated by water scarcity due to the current drought 
has spread to new villages and districts across Somalia. Additionally, some parts of Somalia have reported measles 
outbreaks.  

Since January 2017, 45,400 AWD/cholera cases and 738 deaths (Case Fatality Rate 1.6 per cent) have been 
recorded in 52 districts across 15 regions. This is a significant increase compared to cases recorded during the same 
period in 2016.  

Additionally, some parts of Somalia have reported a measles outbreak, with 9,818 cases reported since January 
2017. 

Response 

 Health cluster partners WHO, UNICEF, WVI, SCI and HPA have scaled up response services and delivered 
emergency life-saving interventions in Burco and the whole Togdheer region of Somaliland.  

 As part of response to contain the AWD/cholera outbreak in Burco district prison, the President of Somaliland 
ordered release of 87 prisoners through an amnesty to decongest the overcrowded prison. 

 In response to the AWD/cholera outbreak in Burco district, an MOH delegation led by the Minister of Health 
of Somaliland conducted mission to the affected areas.  

 Humanitarian partners deployed additional teams to provide AWD/cholera case management support for 
cases admitted at the only CTC in Burco district..  
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 Somaliland MoH dispatched 1,200 cartons of intravenous solutions to Burco district regional health 
management team for onward distribution to health facilities in the district.  

 WHO sent two Epidemiologists, two Medical Officers and four mobile teams through MOH Somaliland to 
Burco district to support on-going response. 

 UNICEF provided chlorine powder and aqua tabs to the Ministry of Water Resources and humanitarian 
partners. 

Gaps and Constraints 

 The health cluster funding shortfall continues to hamper delivery of life-saving health services to most 
vulnerable people including children and IDPs. Of the $107 million requested, only 23 per cent ($24.7 
million) has been received so far.  

 Inaccessibility of some districts in Bay, Gedo, Lower Shabelle and Middle Jubba because of insecurity is 
affecting delivery of basic health services to affected communities.  

 Additional life-saving supplies need to be pre-positioned in Burco to replenish fast depleting stocks. 

 Outreach services within Burco town are urgently needed to deal with cases at community level and to 
mobilize affected communities and raise their awareness on good sanitation and hygiene practices. House 
to house social mobilization and aqua tab distribution is urgently required. Health education through local 
media is also required. 

 Additional CTCs (two more at least) and referral services within Burco town are needed since available 
hospital ambulances are overwhelmed. 

  Nutrition 

 

Needs 

The nutrition situation continued to deteriorate in most parts of Somalia with over a million children suspected to be 
acutely malnourished. The level of GAM is between 15 per cent and 30 per cent among the rural pastoral 
communities in Sool, Sanaag Bari and Nugaal and agropastoral and IDPs in Baidoa and Mogadishu. Nutrition 
partners have in 2017 admitted more than 101,000 people to the Outpatient Therapeutic Programme/Stabilisation 
Centres (OTP/SC). This is more than double the 56,514 people admitted during the same period last year. The 
number of deaths have nearly doubled from 230 deaths the same time in 2016 to 445 deaths reported in 2017.  

There is need to sustain the current level of response, continue the expansion of services in high burden areas to 
meet the increasing demand, and invest in prevention through multisector programmes, including WASH, Health 
and Food Security. 

Response 

 Nutrition cluster partners have scaled up response, reaching  more than 350,000 acutely malnourished 
children, including 101,263 severely so, with life-saving treatment. Nutrition cluster partners have also 
reached an additional 398,000 women and children with nutrition preventive services, bringing the number 
of people reached in 2017 to nearly 750,000. This is the highest number ever reached in a year in Somalia. 
The treatment target for the year is 1.1 million out of 1.4 million children estimated to be acutely 
malnourished. The nutrition pipeline is healthy for now despite some delays in delivery of planned supplies. 
The cluster does not anticipate any pipeline break for the next two-three months (June to August 2017).  

 The cluster has treated 357,162 beneficiaries for acute malnutrition since the beginning of the year. Some 
357,162 acutely malnourished beneficiaries have been treated for acute malnutrition. 

 On 31 May, UNICEF and nutrition cluster partners airlifted over 5.3 tons of drugs and therapeutic nutrition 
food to Qansaxdheere, Diinsoor area, from Baidoa. The supplies will mainly be used in the outpatient 
therapeutic programme (OTP) centres in these areas.  

 

 Gaps and Constraints 

 There is need to strengthen multi-sectoral integrated efforts and ensure comprehensive service delivery of 
assistance.  

 Access continues to be a major concern. Some of the affected rural areas remain unreachable, while other 
sites have been closed due to insecurity, especially in Middle Juba region.  

 Road access to Qansaxdheere continues to be a challenge and humanitarians can only send relief supplies 
to the area by air. 

 A funding gap may be possible starting August 2017 due to the increased admissions at malnutrition centers.  
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  Shelter 

 
Needs 
 An estimated 739,000 drought displaced people are in need of shelter and assistance with Non Food Items 

(NFI). The displaced families leave their homes primarily to find water and pasture and to escape severe drought 
conditions. The displaced families also have limited resources and may not afford the transportation of the 
shelter and household items. Shelter is critical for protection from extreme weather, especially the rains, and to 
provide security and personal safety. Shelter plays an essential role in reducing vulnerability and building 
communities’ resilience. Safe and secure settlements are needed to provide affected communities with safe 
living spaces and environments, while ensuring sufficient privacy and dignity to affected communities.  Nearly 
1.1 million protracted Internally Displaced people exist countrywide. 
 

 

Response 
 An estimated 209,000 people have been reached with Shelter/NFI assistance in 2017. 

 More than 152,000 persons have been assisted with emergency non-food assistance, which includes plastic 
sheeting, blankets, jerry cans, sleeping mats and kitchen sets. These are core items for daily household use 
and survival. 

 Another 57,000 persons were assisted with emergency shelter kits, comprising of plastic sheets, supporting 
poles and a rope for tying down the structure.  

 
Gaps and Constraints 

 Limited funding has affected the delivery of humanitarian assistance by shelter cluster partners.  

 Logistical challenges including flight costs, road inaccessibility, insecurity, check points for the transportation 
of NFI/Shelter supplies are affecting the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

 

 WASH 

 

Needs 

Over 739,000 people have been displaced by drought in Somalia since November 2016, adding to the 1.1 million 
existing internally displaced persons (IDPs). Close to 35,000 latrines are needed to cater for the new IDP caseload, 
including continued provision of temporary water for an extended period. Sustained access to safe water through 
construction or rehabilitation of boreholes and wells with connections to water kiosks should be implemented as an 
exit strategy. 

Active transmission of AWD/cholera continues in districts in Banadir region, especially in Wadajir district. Stepping 
up sanitation and hygiene promotion is critical to curb the spread of disease outbreaks.  

 
Response 

 Wash cluster partners have scaled up the response.  A total of 2.98 million people have been assisted with 
temporary or permanent access to safe water since the beginning of the year. The number of people 
supported with temporary access to water increased from 90,000 for the month of January to 1,05 million 
people for the month of April. This represents 60 per cent of the 4.5 million people targeted for access to 
safe water. 

 To contain the AWD/cholera outbreak, the cluster has reached over 44 per cent (1.1 million people) of the 
2.5 million people targeted countrywide with hygiene promotion activities since the beginning of the year. 
This include 550,000 people who have received hygiene kits. In addition, some 3,700 households have 
received AWD/cholera hygiene kits in affected communities of Buhodle and Talex, in contested area 
between Somaliland and Puntland and another 500 Households in flood affected area of Jowhar (Mandhere) 
have received hygiene kits and related hygiene promotion activities. 

 13 OTPs and 31 Cholera Treatment Facilities (CTCs/CTUs) are receiving WASH support, including water 
supply through trucking, installation of sanitation facilities, hygiene promotion and hygiene kits distribution. 
Hygiene promoters are stationed at each CTU/OTP to conduct hygiene promotion and assist in case tracing, 
with a focus on identifying communities affected by AWD for follow-up.  
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 Some 44 Wash Cluster Partners were trained on Wash in CTCs at Mogadishu and at Baidoa level. Twelve 
additional partners were being trained on WASH in CTC in Baidoa. Similar training will be rolled out again 
in Somaliland and Puntland in the next coming weeks. 

  
  

Gaps and constraints 
 

 Most of the ongoing projects are only short-term emergency interventions focusing on meeting immediate 
needs, including water trucking, hygiene kit distribution and emergency latrine construction. This however 
excludes long term and sustainable interventions such as boreholes rehabilitations.  

 The achievement of sustained access to safe water is currently below 35 per cent of the current HRP targets, 
which highlights the need to focus on sustained interventions despite the high cost to limit the recurrence of 
water borne diseases.  

 WASH response in Bay and Bakool regions remains insufficient due to the limited presence of WASH 
partners in most districts in the two regions. Currently there are only one or two WASH partners per district, 
which is short of the ideal capacity of 4 to 5 partners per district.  

 Sanitation and hygiene promotion require scale up of activities especially in the hotspots and potentially 
high-risk areas. The main challenge has been the critical lack of funding to respond to the needs of people 
affected by drought in rural area, new and old IDPs in peri-urban areas and AWD/cholera outbreaks. The 
lack of funding has also limited the cluster’s ability to sustain extensive campaigns. Of the $111.6 million 
cluster requirements, only 27 per cent ($30 million) has been received, leaving a gap of $81.6 million. This 
has affected the effective delivery of services.  

 Dramatic increases in water trucking costs means that additional funding will be needed, as below average 
rains are observed. Water prices across the country have skyrocketed to a level that most of the local 
residents cannot afford. For instance, a barrel of water that cost $2 a month ago in Gedo region is now 
trading at $17 according to the local community. 

 More funding - around $10 million of the funding gap of $81.6 million - is needed for Cholera Treatment 
Centres support, provision of WASH services in schools, OTP centres, Health Posts and to support the new 
IERT approach. 

 

Latest Publications  

 

 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan Revision: http://bit.ly/2r2IOvD 

 Somalia FSNAU Food Security Quarterly Brief - Focus on Gu 2017 Season Early Warning, April 2017: 
http://ow.ly/j6NJ30cdmSc 

 FEWSNET, Somalia Seasonal Monitor, June 3 at http://www.faoswalim.org./ 

 REACH Initiative, Somalia: Baidoa IDP Settlement Assessment, April 2017, http://ow.ly/aHlr30coude 

 Humanitarian Bulletin Somalia May 2017 | Issued on 2 June 2017, http://ow.ly/9TyX30cowhI 

 Somalia: Humanitarian Snapshot, 7 June 2017, http://ow.ly/yfke30cowE9 

 Somalia Humanitarian Funding: Famine prevention scale-up overview, 31 May 2017, 
http://ow.ly/GY7m30cox85 

 SWALIM Somali Rainfall Forecast, 25 May 2017:  http://bit.ly/2rXGLJP  

 The forecast, observed river levels and rainfall amounts are updated on a daily basis and can be found in 
this link: http://systems.faoso.net/frrims/ 

 Cash Learning Partnership: Looking back to move forward: Building on learning from 2011 to strengthen 
the 2017 drought response in Somalia: Report from an inter-agency reflection workshop, 6 June 
http://ow.ly/AmNm30coxqx 

 
 

 

For further information or to contribute to next week’s report, please contact:  
Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252 616 548 007 | Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian 
Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org,Tel: +254 722 839 182 | Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-
731 043 156. | Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org, Tel. +254 734 800 120. 
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