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Highlights 
 
• The communities in Seleka controlled 

areas have been without access to 
basic services for over 2 months. 

 
• The Seleka has established local 

authorities in Bria 
 

• 1% of contribution received so far for 
the 2013 CAP amounted at US$129 
million 

 
 

Situation Overview 
The communities in Seleka controlled areas 
have now been without access to basic 
services for over 2 months. While there has 
been a minimum of access for some 
targeted health interventions in a few key 
towns, humanitarian access has been severely restricted, posing dire circumstances on the populations in those 
zones including the expected loss of an entire agricultural season, mass stock outs of medicines, nutrition inputs 
and other emergency supplies, and lack of access to schools.  
 
Access issues take the following forms:  

• Lack of physical access to Seleka controlled areas; 
• Limited access to areas that require transiting through Seleka control such as Vakaga, Mbomou, and 

Haut-Mbomou prefectures which are not areas directly impacted by the recent crisis but where the 
access issues caused by recent events, have restricted movement of humanitarian supplies through 
Seleka zones; 

• Inability to provide essential services and NFIs to affected populations in most areas due to the potential 
risk that would place on communities (“do no harm” principle), i.e. pillaging and attacks by armed groups; 

• Challenging physical access to IDPs, as they are dispersed to remote rural locations- farms and bush; 
• As of May, access will be even more challenging due to the onset of the rainy season. 

 
The humanitarian community calls on all parties to the conflict and signatories to the Libreville accords to 
immediately ensure the free and safe access of humanitarian assistance across the county and to ensure the 
protection of civilians. 
 
The Seleka has established local authorities in Bria on 4 March. The movement has appointed a prefect, a mayor 
and officials of the Customs services during a meeting in the town of Bria. The names of these newly appointed 
officers will be publicized in the coming days. These similar initiatives are likely to be launched in other Seleka 
controlled regions. 
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Humanitarian Response 
 
The presence of people speaking arabic was reported in N'délé as well as many movements between Seleka 
elements in Sibut and N'délé and vice versa. 
 
NGOs working in the region fear new acts of violence and looting as already previously reported. MSF has been 
obliged to suspend their ambulance movements in the city during night time. The organization has also resumed its 
movements on the different roads in order to provide support to health facilities in the area. Daily activities seem to 
restart little by little even if trade still remains a challenge in the region. 
 
Humanitarians, in order to save lives and livelihoods and protect vulnerable people, call on the immediate 
deployment of security forces that will enable the return of local administration and civil servants, aid workers and 
more importantly allow an eventual return of displaced people. Rebuilding from zero UN and partners alike will 
establish a permanent presence in the field; engage dialogue with all actors on humanitarian principles and respect 
for human rights; and, expand and safeguard humanitarian space. 

Funding 
 
1% of contribution received has been registered so far in FTS for the 2013 Consolidated 
Appeal Process (CAP). This contribution represents the CHF funds allocated to the 
humanitarian air services ($300,000) and the operational costs of the CHF joint unit 
implementation ($358,000). 
 
The 2013 CAP requires US$129 million to assist 646,000 people and does not take into 
account the needs of thousands more people affected by the current crisis. Humanitarian 
actors are currently working on a response plan to the current crisis and additional 
funding will be required in 2013 to cover the entire humanitarian programme in 2013.  
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA will launch an Emergency Appeal in Bangui in 
March, to urgently raise funds for the people affected by conflict in the country. 
 

  
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org  

 Food Security 
 
Planned response: 

• Following the rapid food security assessment, WFP is preparing a Budget Revision with additional needs 
of US$ 5.6 million. With this revision, CAR Country Office plans to scale up its operations to assist an 
additional 120,000 people in need of food assistance, including 80,000 severely food insecure in Seleka 
controlled area. 
 

Protection 
 
Response: 
 
The Protection Cluster shared on 25 February, the results of the protection global assessments led by its members 
in nine sub-prefectures affected by the crisis since December 2012. The findings: physical aggression and armed 
violence, sexual violence and other forms of gender-based violence, looting and extortion of property, and the 
forced recruitment of children into armed groups and the restriction of movement, as the main protection problems 
identified. 
 

• The cluster members have defined a strategy in order to respond to protection challenges. 
  

• The Technical Group on Gender Based Violence of the Protection Cluster briefed and made 
recommendations to the Technical Mission on Sexual Violence conducted by the team of experts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$129 
Million  1% 

Funded 
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Background on the crisis 
 
Following an assault launched on December 2012, the coalition Seleka is now controlling many major towns in the central, northern and 
eastern CAR. This situation has worsened the humanitarian situation and has furthermore weakened the vulnerability of poor communities. 
It is estimated that 800,000 people are living in areas under the control of the Seleka coalition. There is continued apprehension about the 
protection of civilians in affected areas and widespread looting and violence. The security situation in the country, especially in the parts of 
the country ruled by the coalition is unpredictable despite the ceasefire agreement signed between the Seleka coalition and the Central 
African Government in Libreville (Gabon) on 11 January. 
 
Humanitarian access is being hindered in regions under the control of Seleka and remains a huge challenge. In addition, the access in 
these regions is mostly impeded by other factors such as, criminal activities or logistical constraints. The humanitarian community is 
concerned and is calling for respect for international humanitarian and human rights law, including immediate humanitarian access to 
people in need, protection of children against recruitment into armed groups and the protection of women and girls against sexual and 
gender based violence. 
 
In CAR, two third of the population do not have access to clean drinking water or health facilities, and even where facilities do exist; there is 
only one health worker per 7,000 people. Over 45,000 people faced a major food crisis and needed immediate assistance in 2012. The 
global acute malnutrition that occurred in the Vakaga six months ago have raised to 21 per cent rates, while severe acute malnutrition was 
at 7 per cent, which is three times above the emergency threshold. A recent survey on poverty levels showed that 62 per cent of 
households live below the poverty line (on less than $1.5 per day). Poverty affects mostly rural areas and the unemployment rate has 
reached 20.3 per cent. 

working with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Mrs. 
Zainab Hawa Bangoura, who was on a mission in CAR from 25 February to 1 March. 

 
• An expert from the Global Protection Cluster has completed a three-week mission in CAR on 27 

February. The expert trained the Protection Cluster members on techniques for maintaining protection 
and to define a plan for emergency response. 

Emergency Telecommunications 
 
Response: 

• WFP is providing ICT support to the humanitarian community in Bangui. Most recently, WFP assisted 
UNFPA in the installation and configuration of HF and VHF radio equipment and assisted Mercy Corps 
though configuring handset radios and two radio bases.  

Logistics 
 
Response: 

• WFP is shipping food from Douala, Cameroon. 937 mt of mixed commodities have been allowed within 
the corridor.  

 

• From 1 to 28 February 2013, UNHAS conducted 168 trips, and transported 339 passengers and 25 mt of 
cargo. All regular UNHAS destinations have been served, including locations in the rebel-controlled 
areas.  

Planned response: 

• WFP is preparing a Special Operation in order to increase the logistics capacity. 20 new trucks and spare 
parts have been estimated as current needs. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• UNHAS funding situation remains critical. US$ 1,692,573 has been pledged which amounts to 22% of the 
required annual funding. 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Amy Martin , Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell +236 7055 4141 

Gisèle Willybiro-Maidou , Information Assistant, willybiro@un.org, Cell: +236 7018 8061  
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail:willybiro@un.org 


