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L’INTEGRALITE DES ARTICLES 
 
The worst place to give birth 
 
By Jenny Lei Ravelo on 09 May 2013. Mother’s Day is just around the corner, but in many parts of the world, a 
number of them don’t live long enough to celebrate the occasion. 
  
A woman’s risk of dying from pregnancy or childbirth was among the five indicators Save the Children used in this 
year’s Mother’s Index. Every year, the organization releases a ranking of the best and worst places for mothers. 
  
Finland topped the list in 2013, but the Scandinavian country was not the best performer though on maternal 
health, a distinction that went to Greece. The latter has the lowest risk of mothers dying from maternal causes – 1 
in every 25,500, according to the report. 
  
Unfortunately, the figures not the same for many countries across Africa. 
  
Chad performs the worst among the 176 countries included: One in 15 mothers there die in pregnancy or childbirth. 
This could be attributed to the high number of young girls being married by the age of 18 (almost 50 percent of all 
young women). With bodies not fully developed enough for motherhood, a lot of them risk dying from birth or 
malnutrition. 
  
Next to Chad is Somalia, which has the highest rate of pregnant women (74 percent) that don’t receive proper care 
during pregnancy. With only two skilled health workers available for every 10,000 people in the country, it is no 
surprise then that 1 in 16 mothers there runs the risk of dying in pregnancy or childbirth. Somalia also holds the 
record of the highest risk of first-day, newborn deaths – 18 per 1,000 live births. 
  
Rounding up the bottom 10 under this indicator are Niger, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Guinea-Bissau, Central African 
Republic, Mali, Nigeria and Guinea-Conakry. 
  
The report recommends investing in health workers, including midwives and birth attendants, and providing them 
training and the necessary tools help them respond better in preventing complications arising from pregnancy or 
childbirth. Strengthening health systems is also key to the solution. 
  
Developing countries must also work on their own road maps “to identify and implement solutions that work best 
within their existing health systems to end preventable maternal and newborn deaths].”BAGA,NIGERIA 
 
 
Displaced still homeless after clashes in Baga, Nigeria 
 
BAGA,NIGERIA, 7 May 2013 (IRIN) - Thousands of residents of Baga in Borno State, northeastern Nigeria, remain 
displaced for fear of further clashes breaking out between radical Islamist group Boko Haram and troops from the 
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Nigeria-Niger-Chad Multi-National Joint Task Force (MNJTF). A reported 187 people died in the clashes on 16 and 
17 April.  
 
An estimated 2,275 homes were destroyed in fires, and a further 125 severely damaged, according to satellite 
images released by Human Rights Watch (HRW) in a 1 May statement. 
 
“Our major worry now is finding where to stay and rebuild our homes before rain sets in. Many of us are now 
squatting with relations and friends here in Baga and in neighbouring towns and villages,” Ibrahim Buba told IRIN in 
the courtyard of his gutted four-bedroom mud house in the Pampon Gaja-Gaja neigbourhood. 
 
Heavy fighting broke out in Baga, on the shores of Lake Chad, between MNJTF and Boko Haram (BH) on 16 April, 
causing fire to break out and sweep through the neighbourhoods of Pampon Gaja-Gaja, Fulatari and Budumari. 
The Nigerian Red Cross estimated 187 people died in the fire and fighting, but the military dispute these figures, 
insisting only 37 people, including 30 Islamists, six civilians and a soldier, were killed. 
 
Many residents accused soldiers of burning their homes, while military forces disputed the accusations, blaming 
BH. 
 
The area is a BH stronghold and military officials have accused Borno State residents of harbouring BH members. 
According to HRW, BH has killed numerous Borno State residents, creating a climate of fear in the area.  
 
“I lost my all that I worked for in life including my house, two cars, two motorcycles, and a grinding machine which is 
my major source of income,” said 62-year-old Adamu Ciroma. “What preoccupies me is how to rebuild my house to 
shelter my family of 18.”  
 
Maina Maaji Lawan, a Borno State senator, told IRIN there is not enough emergency shelter to house all the 
displaced. The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) has set up temporary shelter for just over 600 of 
the displaced, according to a recent statement.  
 
Borno State governor Kashim Shettima has ordered that the destroyed houses be rebuilt, according to 
spokesperson Isa Umar Gusau.  
 
Most Baga residents rely on fishing and farming for their income. “We don’t even have seeds to plant because the 
seeds we saved have been gobbled by fire,” local smallholder Ba’ana Sharif told IRIN, as he stood in the midst of 
his burnt granary. The rainy season begins in May and extends into September in Nigeria’s semi-arid northeastern 
region. 
 
NEMA and the Red Cross arrived in Baga eight days after the fire because they had to wait for security clearance 
from the military which claimed the area was too dangerous for aid workers to enter, according to Nigerian Red 
Cross national coordinator Umar Mairiga.  
 
Many residents are still in the bush having fled their burning homes: They fear a resumption of violence between 
BH and the military, residents and aid officials said. 
 
"Many people are still in hiding. Part of our work there is to build confidence. We need to show people that what we 
have now in Baga is assistance, not any more attacks," said NEMA spokesman Manzo Ezekiel. 
 
Resident Abdullahi Gumel told IRIN on 30 April that he found two residents in the bush suffering from burns and 
thirst. They both died within 24 hours.  
 
Brig-Gen Austin Edokpayi, head of MNJTF, blamed the mass exodus of residents on “warnings from BH Islamists 
to leave the town, as the terrorists were planning reprisals against the military for the casualties they suffered at the 
hands of the multi-national troops.”  
 
HRW called on the International Criminal Court (ICC) to probe the events in Baga as part of a preliminary 
investigation the court launched in 2010 on the situation in Nigeria. The ICC has indicated that crimes committed 
by BH may constitute crimes against humanity.   
On 23 April, President Goodluck Jonathan ordered a full-scale investigation into the events in Baga. 
 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97988/Displaced-still-homeless-after-clashes-in-Baga-Nigeria  
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Renewed tribal clashes in South Darfur leave 36 dead 
 
Radio Dabanga Published on 06 May 2013 —Renewed clashes between Salamat and Al Taaysha tribesmen in 
South Darfur left a total of 36 people killed and dozens reportedly injured on Sunday. Rahad El Berdi, where many 
battles have been occurring, is the stronghold of the Al Taaysha tribe. Apparently they have been carrying out 
strikes against Salamat tribesmen in a spill-over conflict that began more than a month ago in Central Darfur. 
 
On Sunday, Al Taaysha elements driving five vehicles and 25 motorcycles attacked Salamat tribesmen in Wadi 
Azerek, northwest of Rahad El Berdi city, according to a tribal source. 
 
The Salamat source said that 14 of his fellow tribesmen were killed in the attack and nine were injured. He added 
that 22 Al Taaysha were also killed in a fire exchange during the assault, but could not confirm how many Al 
Taaysha fighters had been injured. 
 
He stressed that fighting ceased on Monday, and the region is currently experiencing an uneasy calm. The warring 
parties signed a peace treaty on 15 April in South Darfur. A few days later, it is alleged that 500 Salamat families 
were deported from Rahad El Berdi city to Nyala in a move jointly coordinated by state and local authorities. 
 
Reports state that many of the attacks against the Salamat have been led by Ali Kushayb, an Al Taaysha 
tribesman and suspected war criminal indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC). He is the commander of 
the Central Reserve Forces (known as Abu Tira) in Rahad El Berdi. 
 
UNHCR said that as result of the battles that began on 3 April in Umm Dukhun, 50,000 people sought refuge in 
Chad within a short period of time, terming it the “largest influx of refugees from Sudan into Chad since 2005”. 
 
Le Maroc dépêche une aide humanitaire au Tchad 
 
Vendredi 3 Mai 2013- En application des Hautes instructions de SM le Roi Mohammed VI, que Dieu L'assiste, et 
dans le cadre de la solidarité constante du Royaume avec les pays africains frères, le Maroc a décidé l'envoi 
d'aides humanitaires à la république du Tchad soeur, indique, vendredi, un communiqué du ministère des Affaires 
étrangères et de la Coopération. 
 
Ces aides dépêchées par voie aérienne, ce vendredi, consistent en des couvertures, des médicaments et des 
produits pharmaceutiques destinés à atténuer les souffrances des civils déplacés dans ce pays africain frère, 
précise-t-on de même source. 
 
Tout en réaffirmant la nécessité du retour des déplacés chez eux, "le Maroc exprime sa grande préoccupation de 
la situation humanitaire dans laquelle vit un grand nombre de déplacés et appelle la communauté internationale à 
mobiliser l'aide humanitaire nécessaire pour mettre fin à leurs souffrances", souligne le communiqué. 
 
http://www.maroc.ma/fr/actualites/le-maroc-d%C3%A9p%C3%AAche-une-aide-humanitaire-au-tchad#  
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