
 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  http://ochaonline.un.org 

1 

 

Mali • Complex Emergency  
Situation Report No. 20 
11 to 14 January 2013  

 
This report is produced by the OCHA Mali office in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners and is issued by OCHA Headquarters in New York. It 
covers the period from 11 to 14 January 2013. The next report will be issued on or 
around 15 January 2013. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
 IDPs figures are being updated.  

 368 new Malian refugees registered in Mauritania on 13 and 14 January.  

 CAP for Mali funded at 1%. About $2 million secured out of a global requirement of $370 million.   

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Recent political developments  
On 10 January, armed groups controlling the 
north of Mali have started moving their armed 
factions south, conquering the strategic city of 
Konna on their way. This triggered the early 
intervention of the French army in support to the 
Malian army on 11 January, responding to the call 
for support of the Malian president. Resorting 
largely to aerial means, the French military 
support allowed to take Konna back from the 
hands of the armed groups.  
Following the French intervention, ECOWAS has 
started deploying troops. Senegal, Niger, Togo, 
Benin, Burkina Faso, and Nigeria, have all 
confirmed that they would send soldiers or provide 
logistic support. London announced on 12 
January that the UK would provide military logistic 
assistance and the US committed to sharing 
information and also providing logistic back up. 
The intervention initially aims at stopping the 
progression of the armed groups towards the 
south. Mali has been divided by a de facto line 
passing through Mopti, between the north under 
control of the Islamists and the south controlled by Malian governmental authorities.  

Mali's interim president, Dioncounda Traore, declared a state of emergency across the country 11 

January and called for "a general mobilization" to defend against the advance of radical Islamists. 

Humanitarian actors belongings are not concerned by the measures of requisition included in the 

emergency state declaration. 

 
 Overview of the humanitarian situation 
Clusters are currently gathering information from their members so that a situation report highlighting the 
needs, the response and the gaps will be issued as soon as possible and probably tomorrow. However to 
provide partners with some key information about the humanitarian situation, some elements of the 
situation are reported in this report.  
 

 The humanitarian situation in the country and in the Mopti region in particular has deteriorated as 

a consequence of the combats. Population displacements have been reported by several 
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sources, adding onto the first wave of displacements that started in April 2012 as a result of the 

coup in March 2012 and the subsequent occupation of the north by the armed groups. Before the 

combats started IDPs were estimated at around 198,500. Humanitarian actors and partners are 

carrying out a censing operation of IDPs that will provide a clearer picture of displacement flux.  

The figures of IDPs are being reviewed and new estimations will be published in the coming 

days.  

 About 368 new refugees have been registered in Mauritania by UNHCR between 13 and 14 

January 2013. Most of them are originally from Lere and surrounding villages. Women and 

children represent 80% of newly arrived refugees. The total number of Malian refugees in 

Mauritania is now estimated at 54,757. 

 The degradation of the sanitation, shelter, health and food security conditions which has been 

observed over the last nine months in the North is likely to be aggravated as the number of IDPs 

increases and resilience means limited. IDPs, who were largely accommodated in host families, 

face growing constraints, some families being forced to leave to find more permanent housing.  

 Protecting and expanding the humanitarian space in the North (areas under armed group 

occupation and area where fighting occurs) is crucial for humanitarian organisations to be able to 

assess needs and new population movements and to deliver assistance where needed. Cases of 

protection related to the spirit of vengeance have been reported in Mopti and other areas of the 

country with people targeting some persons accused of being close to the armed groups.  

IV. Coordination 

 
The humanitarian community under the leadership of the Humanitarian Coordinator held several ad hoc 
meetings over the last four days to coordinate activities and plans related to the response to the 
humanitarian consequences of the ongoing armed activities in the North. On 11 January the 
Humanitarian Country Team met and recommended to all clusters to organize extraordinary meetings to 
assess the situation in the different sectors of the humanitarian assistance and the capacity of response; 
to identify information gaps and possible rapid need assessments. On 12 and 13 January all clusters met 
in Bamako and OCHA facilitated an inter-cluster meeting on 13 January to consolidate information shared 
in different clusters.  
OCHA, WFP and UNICEF, fielded a mission to Segou to discuss with authorities the impact of the crisis 
in Segou and collect some information regarding the humanitarian situation in the northern regions.  

 

V. Funding  

 
Up to 14 January, the humanitarian actors have mobilized $2 
million out of $370 million sought through Mali 2013 
Consolidated Humanitarian Appeal.  This represents a funding 
level of 2%.   

 

VI. Contacts 
Fernando Arroyo, Chef de Bureau, OCHA Mali, E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7944 1315 
Katy Thiam, Chargée de l’Information Publique, OCHA Mali, E-mail: thiamk@un.org, Tel: +223 75993497 
Delphine Pastorel, Chargée de la Gestion de l’Information, OCHA Mali, E-mail: pastorel@un.org, Tel: +223 75994002 
Guido Pizzini, Chargé de la Gestion de l’Information, OCHA Mali, E-mail: pizzini@un.org, Tel: +223 75993203  
Quentin Levet, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY, E-mail: levet@un.org Tel: 646 266 4410 
 
For more information, please visit:  
http//mali.humanitarianresponse.info & http://ochaonline.un.org/rowca.  
If you do not wish to receive this SitRep, please email us at: ochareporting@un.org or visit: http://ochaonline.un.org. 
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