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This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. Due to the rapidly changing situation, it is possible that the 
numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will be issued on or around 3 October.  

Highlights 

 Ministry of Health declares cholera outbreak with 
15 cases confirmed in two governorates as of 15 
September. 

 

 The volatile security situation persists in Anbar 
impacting on the safety and security of civilians 
caught in conflict areas.  

 

 Insecurity triggers displacement in Kirkuk leaving 
about 1,500 people stranded at Daquq checkpoint 
in need of humanitarian assistance. 
 

 Fluid security situation in the border area between 
Iraq and Turkey leads to intermittent closures of 
the main border crossing Ibrahim Khalil.   

 
 
 

8.6 m 
people in need 

5.6 m 
targeted for 
assistance 

3.2 m 
internally displaced 
people  

2.9 m 
displaced people 
live outside camps  

3.2 m 
affected people in 
host communities 

0.25 m 
Syrian refugees 

Situation Overview 
The Ministry of Health has declared a cholera outbreak in Iraq with 15 confirmed cases in two governorates as of 

15 September. Ten cases originated from Najaf and five cases from Baghdad. All cases are reported to be stable 

and treatment has been provided. The number of unconfirmed suspected cases is increasing. The disease 

outbreak comes after an uptick in diarrheal cases above the normal threshold was noted in some southern and 

central governorates in the past weeks. To respond to the unfolding situation, the Ministry of Health and partners 

have deployed to the affected areas. Diarrhoeal disease kits have been sent to hospitals in the affected areas and 

the hospitals have established diarrheal treatment wards with an oral rehydration therapy centre. The latest 

confirmed cholera outbreak in Iraq was in 2012 in the northern Kurdistan Region. 

The protracted insecurity in Anbar Governorate continues to curtail access to safety for displaced people, 

particularly from Falluja, Ramadi, al-Ameriyat and Haditha. People in these areas are reportedly either being 

prevented from leaving insecure areas or are unable to cross checkpoints to areas perceived as safer. The Bzeibiz 

bridge between Anbar and Baghdad governorates remains mostly closed to displaced people who are seeking 

safety in Baghdad with a few exceptions being granted access, such as people with medical cases. There are 

reports of displaced people having to pay exorbitant sums to be able to leave conflict areas. The blocked access 

routes have also led to reduced supplies reaching the civilian population.  

Humanitarian partners continue to provide emergency response including with daily water, health services, and 

protection support in hot spot areas and in locations with protracted displacement. In the first two weeks of 

September, about 187,100 people who were on the move, in hard-to-reach areas, stuck at checkpoints or stranded 

Source: Ministry of Health/World Health Organization. 
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between front lines were reached with life-saving drinking water, emergency food, and hygiene items through the 

Rapid Response Mechanism. The emergency kits were distributed in seven governorates, including in Anbar, 

Babylon, Diyala Kirkuk, Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Sulaymaniyah.  

In Kirkuk, military operations with armed clashes have impacted several villages in Daquq district triggering new 

displacement. About 1,500 people seeking to leave the volatile area on 11 September were stranded at Daquq 

checkpoint in Kirkuk. Humanitarian partners have provided emergency response including food, hygiene items and 

water to the people at the checkpoint. Further assistance is being mobilised to respond to urgent needs.  

Access at the main border crossing between Iraqi Kurdistan and Turkey has remained unpredictable impacting the 

flow of traffic for goods and people. On 13 September, officials at the Ibrahim Khalil border point said the crossing 

remained open after having been closed for a few days in the first week of September. Reports indicate that the 

crossing has now opened for all people, including for vehicles.  

Humanitarian Response 

Protection 

Needs: 

 In Anbar, access to safety for displaced people, particularly from Falluja, Ramadi, al-Ameriyat and Haditha 
continues to be curtailed. People are either prevented from fleeing insecure areas or from crossing check points 
to areas perceived as safer. Reports of displaced people paying extortionate sums to be able to leave conflict 
areas continue to be received.  

 People fleeing insecurity in southern Daquq in Kirkuk have faced difficulties crossing the Daquq check point.  

 Eviction or risk of eviction for displaced people has been reported in central governorates over the past week, 
including in Anbar, Babylon and Baghdad. Evictions impact those staying in public buildings, particularly school 
buildings, but also apartments or houses, which are allocated to government employees or because the 
displaced person can no longer pay the rent. A limited number of displaced people are provided alternative 
accommodation such as in camps.  

 Protection monitoring in parts of Diyala and Salah al Din governorates has raised concerns about the 
sustainability of returns due to insecurity, lack of services, and infrastructure in some areas. Some returnees 
chose to go back into displacement due to the situation they found in their villages of origin, but they were then 
prevented from re-entering their area of displacement.  

 About 2,800 women and girls in Ashti camp in Sulaymaniyah lack access to a women's safe space.  

 Reports from central Iraq indicate that child/forced marriage continues to be a major gender-based violence 
concern for young displaced women and girls. Displaced families, facing limited options, are pushing many girls 
into early marriage to reduce the number of dependents in the household and out of fear that young females 
cannot be protected unless they have husbands. 

Response: 

 Protection teams in the central and southern governorates conducted 36 community-level assessments to 
identify the needs of the displaced people and also carried out 1,250 household-level protection assessments. 
Legal assistance was provided for 289 cases and legal counselling for 398 people. 797 families were referred 
for cash assistance. 

 2,500 dignity kits have been dispatched to Rabiqa in Ninewa for women and girls of reproductive age. Another 
1,000 dignity kits have been dispatched to Soran and Rwanduz in Erbil. 

 Child protection partners distributed 720 basic kits, including baby kits, to children in displaced from Wanke 
district near Mosul dam who are now living in Garwana IDP camp in Dahuk. 

 Two meetings were held with the Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) in Sulaymaniyah to discuss 
civil status documentation for displaced people, particularly for female-headed households. Without 
documentation, these people are unable to avail the Government's cash grant. The MoDM expressed its 
commitment to resolve the issue and facilitate individual cases referred by protection partners.   

 A meeting was held with security authorities in Arbat town in Sulaymaniyah regarding confiscation of identity 
documents from displaced people. As a result, 300 people got their documents back; other requests are 
pending a security screening process. 

 Protection monitors identified 600 vulnerable people living in poor conditions in hotels in downtown Erbil and 
referred them for services. 
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Gaps and constraints: 

 Gender-based violence partners in central Iraq have noted that survivor needs often go beyond psychosocial 
support services. Many survivors link their experience of, and vulnerability to, gender-based violence with their 
limited financial resources; they are accustomed to being dependents of their husbands or family members. 
Economic empowerment is a missing component of the protection cycle in current programming. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 The number of acute diarrhoea cases reported by health facilities in Baghdad, Qadissiya and Najaf 
governorates has increased. Patients come from Abu Ghraib and Mahmoudiya districts in Baghdad and from 
Qadissiya and Najaf governorates. 

 In Abu Ghraib in Baghdad, the College of Agriculture and College of Veterinary Medicine need maintenance of 
the existing water systems (replacing filters, leaking connections, increasing storage capacity), environmental 
sanitation (garbage collection desludging of wastewater, cleaning campaign) and hygiene items and promotion. 
In all, 5,000 displaced students (3,730 male and 1,270 female) live in the compound.  

 About 15,000 people in Balad district in Salah al-Din need core relief items and access to safe water.  

 About 1,500 people in Daquq district in Kirkuk who have been stranded at the checkpoint in Daquq need access 
to WASH services. 

 About 20,400 displaced people in Berseve 1 and 2 camps in Zakho district in Dahuk are in need of regular 
maintenance and repair of the water and sanitation infrastructure in the camps. Shortages of water in some 
sections of Berseve 2 camp affected 3,206 people due to a temporary water network failure.  

Response: 

 Bleaching powder, supplied by water authorities, has been delivered to several water projects in Anbar to 
produce safe drinking water. 

 Daily water trucking of 465,000 litres of safe drinking water continues to about 23,750 displaced people in Al 
Ameriyat Abbar and Al Ameriyat Bzeibiz and camps in the Falluja district in Anbar.  

 Rehabilitation of 28 latrines and 15 showers has been completed in Al Ameriyat in Falluja district in the MoDM 
camp. In addition, 52 latrines and showers have been cleaned daily and 12 m3 of solid waste have been 
collected over the week. 

 About 240 newly displaced people in Sader Al-Yousifiya camp in Mahmoudiya district in Baghdad received safe 
water through water trucking and delivery of bottled water. 

 More than 7,800 people in Al Takia Al Kasnazaniya collective centre in Karkh district in Baghdad were reached 
with WASH services. About 37m

3
 of garbage was collected during the week and 98 latrines and showers were 

cleaned daily. 

 Water and dignity kits, garbage bags and toilet jugs for 15,000 displaced people have been dispatched to 
Samarra district in Salah al-Din. 

 About 1,500 people at the Daquq checkpoint in Kirkuk have received hygiene items.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 In Anbar, Salah al-Din, Baghdad, and Najaf governorates, the unavailability of purification materials is a critical 
gap in the current cholera season.  

 Most child-friendly spaces in camps in Dahuk lack adequate WASH services. 

 Most camps in Dahuk are facing gaps in improving WASH standards due to funding shortages.  

 Health 

Needs: 

 Essential primary and secondary health care services for displaced people and refugees, host communities and 
other conflict-affected people are needed. 

 Supporting fixed health facilities and deployment of mobile teams in areas of emerging conflict to support 
displaced people who live outside camps, including in Anbar, Kirkuk, Ninewa and Samarra governorates. 

 Early detection and investigation of disease alerts and timely response to outbreaks. 

Response: 

 20,501 health consultations were conducted between 6 and 12 September.  
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 2,403 births were assisted by a skilled attendant and 847 caesarean sections were performed in areas where 
many displaced people reside.  

 Efforts are ongoing to strengthen and sustain the disease surveillance system in camps. Some 80 health 
facilities report to the early warning and alert response network. 

 Specialized services continue such as treatment and medication for chronic disease, including mental health 
and psychosocial support to displaced and conflict-affected people. In week 37, 3,898 cases were served. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Health services in the Kurdistan Region are overburdened by the high number of displaced people. 

 Hard-to-reach areas remain a concern, particularly for health, with limited capacities left within the local health 
service delivery system and few partners available on ground. 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 At least 4.4 million people are estimated to need food assistance. Food partners aim to reach up to 2.2 million 
affected people under the 2015 Humanitarian Response Plan. 

Response: 

 So far in September, 160,000 displaced people living in and outside camps have been reached with food 
rations. Distributions are ongoing.  

 So far in September, nearly 20,000 displaced people have received food vouchers worth US$16 in Dahuk 
Governorate, (delayed to allow for coordination with other food distributions). The September distribution cycle 
will commence shortly, with some 450,000 people to receive assistance.  

 Food parcels sufficient for about 10,000 affected people for one month have been distributed in Erbil and Dahuk 
governorates, including in Ainkawa and 5 Hasarok area in Erbil, Dahuk in Bawa, Laylan and Yahyawa IDP 
camps in Kirkuk.   

 Food security partners continue to distribute immediate food rations to newly displaced people in Kirkuk, and at 
checkpoints on the road to Daquq, through the Rapid Response Mechanism.  

 Food security partners reached 1,000 displaced people with three-day rations of ready-to-eat food in Ninewa. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Under the current resourcing scenario and despite cost cutting measures, monthly food rations would stop for 
about 1.5 million people in late November.  

 In Kirkuk, about 3,000 displaced people have not been registered for humanitarian assistance, which means 
that food security partners are unable to provide aid to them. 

 Education 

Needs: 

 About 3.2 million school aged children are affected by the current crisis. Over 1 million of these children are 
displaced school aged girls and boys.  

 About 70 per cent of the displaced children have lost almost a full year of education. About 30 per cent of 
displaced children had access to any form of education at the end of the school year.  

 Where available, most schools are full, overcrowded and cannot accommodate all displaced students. High 
pupil to teacher ratios, inadequate number of qualified teachers, and a limited number of teachers with training 
either on psychosocial care and support or special needs categorise these schools. 

Response: 

 Informal education in child friendly spaces throughout Kawargosk, Qushtapa, Darashakran, and Shawes in 
Erbil, and Kasnazan in Sulaymaniyah reached 1,736 children (1,046 girls and 690 boys). Early childhood care 
and development programmes in these same locations reached 956 children (507 girls and 449 boys). 

 Mother-toddler programming in Kawargosk in Erbil reached 27 people (eight boys, five girls and 14 mothers).  

 A graduation ceremony with certificates of summer activities was conducted for 7,340 children in Bajed Kandala 
and Qadia camp in Dahuk. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Security is hindering provision of services to learners in Anbar and Salah al-Din governorates. Limited capacity 
in warehouses prevents pre-positioning of supplies at the governorate level. 
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Background on the crisis 
Wide-scale violence and armed conflict erupted in Iraq in January 2014. Initially concentrated in Anbar Governorate, with the cities of 
Ramadi and Falluja particularly affected, the violence and its impact quickly grew, displacing over 500,000 people by May. In June 2014, 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), together with other armed groups, attacked and seized control of Mosul and large portions of 
northern Iraq, including areas of Diyala, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al-Din governorates. This has led to ongoing armed conflict, massive 
internal displacement, serious and systematic violations of civilian protection and basic human rights, interrupted access to basic services, 
and severe strain on host communities. As a result, Iraq is now contending with one of the largest humanitarian crises in the world, with 
over 8 million people in need of humanitarian assistance. 

 There is an urgent need for more public schools and teachers, and more space to be able to pursue catch up 
classes during the school year. 

 There is a lack of resources and funding within the education sector. Schools lack the necessary desks, books 
and additional school material to ensure the basic quality of education, and families need support for expenses 
for learning materials and transportation. 

Logistics 

Response: 

 The cluster continues to support partners with coordination and information sharing, regular updates and maps 
on access, road conditions, humanitarian community storage capacity and constraints and assets availability. 

 Scale up of activities until the end of the year is ongoing, including a continuous and enhanced presence in 
Baghdad with a coordination hub and securing of storage facilities.  

 An additional mobile storage unit with 320 m² capacity has been made available at the Dahuk warehouse in 
anticipation of increased needs ahead of the 2015 winterization campaign in the area. 

 Challenges for the cluster include limited storage capacity for pre-positioning and contingency stocks, mainly 
due to access constraints, the rapidly changing security environment and increasing humanitarian needs. 

  

For further information, please contact:  

Cecilia Attefors, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, attefors@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1352880 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1844379 

 

For more information, please visit http://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info   
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