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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• UNICEF, in collaboration with 

partners, undertook a SMART 
nutrition survey between May 
and June. The results show that 
malnutrition is getting worse, 
with GAM rates almost reaching 
25% in the Batha region. 
 

• The preliminary results of the 
EFSA survey conducted by WFP 
in June 2012 show that 1.8 
million people are food 
insecure in nine regions of the 
Sahel belt of Chad. 

 
• With the start of the rainy 

season in Chad, humanitarian 
organizations prepare to 
respond to a potential cholera 
epidemic. In 2012, there were 
more than 17,000 cases of 
cholera with about 460 deaths.  

 
 

FIGURES 
IDPs 98,000 

Refugees 345,000 

Internal 
Returnees 

83,000 

Affected Pop 
(food sec) 

3.6 
million 

Malnourished 
Children 

127,300 

Cases of SAM 
(since Jan 2012) 

73,630 

Returnees Libya 120,000 

Returnees Nigeria 1,100 

 

FUNDING 

$572 million 
Funding required  

 

57%     (↑0%) 
Funded          since June 2012 

 

Nutritional situation worsens 
According to the results of the SMART survey undertaken by UNICEF and partners1 between May 
and July 2012, infant malnutrition rates have significantly increased in the Sahel belt of Chad.  

This SMART (Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions) survey, 
conducted in 11 regions of the Sahel (Lac, Hadjer-Lamis, Batha, Guera, Ouaddai, Kanem, Barh-El-
Ghazal, Salamat, Sila, Wadi-Fira and N’Djamena), reveals acute global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
rates between 12.6% and 24.9%. Nine of the eleven regions are above the emergency threshold 
of 15% determined by the World Health Organization (WHO). In 2011, only four regions had 
reached this level of malnutrition.  
 
 

 

                                                      
 
1 Ministère de la Santé Publique, World Food Programme (WFP) and other partners, with funding from 
ECHO (European Commission for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection). 
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The estimated number of children to be treated for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2012 is 127,300 in the Sahel belt of Chad. 
Since the beginning of the year until July, UNICEF and partners have treated 73,630 children in nutritional centers, which have in 
turn increased in number from 230 to 334. By the end of the year, UNICEF plans to open nutritional centers (therapeutic or 
ambulatory) in all 468 health centers in the Sahel in order to rescue the maximum number of children at risk of dying. 
 

       
 "In Chad, and in all the other Sahel belt countries, an 
emergency response should not be the only option. It feels 
a bit like we're just discovering the problem of 
malnutrition, like it's something new, when in fact it's 
recurrent and structural," explains Michel-Olivier 
Lacharité, MSF's programme manager in Chad. "In 
addition to emergency operations for dealing with 
particularly serious situations, malnutrition prevention 
and treatment should be offered all year round and be an 
integral part of basic care for children, like routine 
immunization." 
 
 
 
 

Therapeutic nutritional center in Massakory, May 2012. © Stéphanie Christaki / MSF 
 

Almost 2 million people are food insecure in the Sahel 
The World Food Programme (WFP) and partners conducted an Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) in June 2012 in nine 
regions in the Sahel belt. The preliminary results show that approximately 1.8 million people are food insecure, of which 
943,300 are severely food insecure, with the highest levels in the Barh-El-Gazal, Guera, Sila, Kanem et Batha regions. In order to 
expand the analysis, regional profiling is on-going.  
 
A comparison between the EFSA and SMART nutritional surveys shows elevated levels of food insecurity and global acute 
malnutrition in most regions. However, it is also worth noting that in certain regions where malnutrition is high, levels of food 
insecurity are relatively low (e.g. Hadjer Lamis). This indicates that factors other than food security (hygiene and health 
conditions, issues related to breast-feeding, etc.) could have detrimental effects on the nutritional situation of children in the 
Sahel belt in Chad. With regards to the planning of the food response, the current total number of people in food insecurity 
(1.82 million) is on par with the total number used in the response plan (1.87 million), apart from in 3 regions (Bahr-El-Ghazal, 
Guera, and Hadjer-Lamis) where the number of food insecure people surpasses the targeted population. 

                        Comparative Situation of Food Insecurity and Malnutrition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The number of nutritional centers 
will double by the end of 2012 
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Cash transfer can help stop the food crisis in Chad 
In addition to general food distributions and blanket-feeding activities which started in May with WFP, Oxfam has recently 
launched a cash transfer project to respond better to the needs of vulnerable people during the hunger season which has begun 
early.  

 
“Cash transfers aim to lessen severe food insecurity by facilitating the access of poor and very poor households to food. The 
exceptional thing about cash transfer is that the choice of beneficiarie is actually taken into account to follow their eating habits, 
thus preserving to some extent their dignity despite humanitarian assistance” explains Christian Munezero, head of 
humanitarian programs for Oxfam in Chad.  
 
Financed by the Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department of the European Commission (ECHO) and Oxfam, this new 
project targets more than 43,900 beneficiaries from poor and very poor households in the Sila region (Goz Beida and Koukou 
Angarana). This figure corresponds to 60% of households in the 47 targeted villages. In the Koukou Angarana area, the first 
phase of cash transfers is planned between June and September, and is being done through food vouchers. More than 5,250 
households will thus receive a monthly food ration valued at about 15,000 FCFA, which is equivalent to a household’s food 
requirements for a month. This project covers the entire hunger period and will allow households to avoid adopting detrimental 
coping strategies.  
 
In the second phase of cash 
transfers between October and 
November, these same households 
will receive food vouchers of the 
same value per month. The goal of 
this second phase is to protect the 
harvests from being sold out and 
thus help rebuild a food stock large 
enough to withstand the 2013 
hunger season in good conditions.  

 
The aid will reach 5,627 households 
in Goz Beida during 3 months 
following the same parameters as in 
Koukou. However, in Mangalmé 
2,250 beneficiaries (of which 80% 
are women) will this time directly 
receive cash allowing them to cover 
their food requirements for 3 
months. By the end of October, the 
project will have reached more than 
55,200 beneficiaries in total in the Mangalmé (Guera) and Kimiti (Sila) departments. “Thanks to the cash transfer project, we can 
overcome the hunger period without leaving our village” highlights Achta, mother of eight children. 
 

Libya : The to-and-fro of returnees 
  
Ever since the return from Libya of more than 120,000 Chadian migrants, the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) 
programmes for the reintegration of returnees into their communities (sometimes after decades of absence) have been under-
funded. The lack of opportunities for returnees causes discontent and despair; many are now attempting to return to Libya, 
often without travel papers.   
 
A review of the impact of this situation, conducted by IOM in the return areas within Chad between January and March 2012, 
has shown that most returnees were regularly confronted with hardship due to lack of employment. Many were not in a 
position to meet their basic needs, such as food, shelter, health, and education. 
 

Cash transfer in Karno, Mangalmé department in the Guéra region. ©Oxfam/Mahamat Ibrahim Saleh  
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At the same time, ten trucks carrying 705 Chadian migrants who were expulsed from Libya arrived in Faya Largeau in northern 
Chad. These migrants had been living in Libya without valid documents. Others left Libya on their own means, fleeing the tribal 
confrontations at the south of the country.   
 
On the 3rd of July 2012, Chadian authorities informed IOM of the arrival of a convoy of 360 migrants originating from the town 
of Gatroun in southern Libya. The authorities requested IOM’s urgent assistance to provide basic care to the people arriving at 
Faya Largeau. IOM distributed food and non-food items, as well as providing medical assistance, psychosocial support, and 
transport to their final destinations in Chad. 
 
All the returnees have now received assistance to return to their areas of origin, apart from 16 individuals suffering from various 
ailments who were admitted at the Faya Largeau hospital. Four other migrants died in on the road before arriving at the 
Chadian border.  

Guéra: a new bridge connects 2000 households to their fields  

Every year as soon as the first rains begin, entire families move away from the town of Mongo to live near their fields in the 
fertile area known as “Saudi,” which is about 10 kilometers from town and inaccessible in the rainy season.  As part of the food-
for-work programmes run by WFP, the local association Moustagbal requested the construction of a bridge in order to provide 
access to this area and allow farming activities. With 
the involvement of more than 200 members of the 
community, WFP mobilized more than 7 tonnes of 
food, provided equipment/materials worth 
approximately 6.9 million FCFA, and collaborated 
with Moustagbal and the local delegation (Rural 
Engineering, Ministry of Infrastructure) for the 
construction of a bridge over the Wadi Madja 
connecting Saudia and Mongo.   

The bridge now provides access to more than 2000 
households to their land (average 3 ha per 
household), allowing them to exploit previously 
abandoned fields, to reach social and medical 
services in Mongo (health center, hospital, 
pharmacies), to enable vaccination campaigns, and 
to provide permanent access to the weekly market in 
Mongo during all seasons. The project has also 
allowed the community to appreciate its capacity to 
contribute to its own development. 

  
 

Interview of the Month: “The DIS faces significant logistical challenges” 

The head of humanitarian affairs of the Coordination Nationale de Soutien aux Activités 
Humanitaires et au Détachement Intégré de Sécurité (CONSAHDIS), Yacoub Sougui, presents 
his organistation and discusses its successes, challenges, and the future of the DIS. 

 
When and why was the CONSAHDIS created? 
CONSAHDIS was created by the decree 882/PR/2010 of 22 November 2010 and is chaired by a Special Representative of the 
President of the Republic of Chad with UN agencies. It evolved from CONAFIT (National Coordination to Support the 
Deployment of International Forces in Eastern Chad) which played the intermediary between the international community and 
the Government of Chad. It worked with the European force EUFOR, which handed over to MINURCAT (UN Mission in CAR and 
Chad). CONAFIT also handled the administration of the DIS (Integrated Detachment for Security). This detachment is deployed in 
the east and the south of the country to secure refugee camps and internally displaced persons, as well as humanitarian workers 

The bridge over the Wadi Madja © WFP 
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For more information, please contact:  
Dieudonné Bamouni, Head of Office OCHA-Chad, dieudonneb@un.org, Tel. (+235) 62 93 13 13 
Pierre Péron, Public Information Officer, peronp@un.org, Tél. (+235) 62 93 11 68 
Augustin Zusanné, Assistant Public Information officer, zusanne@un.org, Tel. : (+235) 63 90 09 13 
OCHA’s humanitarian bulletins are available at: ochaonline.un.org/chad | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

and their assets. After the departure of MINURCAT, the various parties deemed useful to continue the mission. The government 
of Chad and the humanitarian community came together to set up a joint Chad-UN programme co-chaired by UNHCR, UNDP 
and the Government of Chad through the new liaison office called CONSAHDIS (National Coordination to Support Humanitarian 
Activities and the Integrated Security Detachment).  
 
What have been the successes of CONSAHDIS? 
The success of the CONSAHDIS is essentially the bulk of the work done by the DIS in the field: over 70 vehicles of humanitarian 
organizations recovered from bandits, many robbers arrested, and weapons recovered and returned to the government. In 
addition, the DIS went out of its usual area of operations to Faya Largeau, on the request of the IOM, to escort convoys of 
returnees from Libya. Another positive note is that the government of Chad took its responsibility by disbursing to UNDP the full 
salaries of DIS personnel for which it is responsible.  
 
Have there been challenges? 
Challenges abound, primarily logistical ones. DIS uses vehicles and other equipment inherited from MINURCAT. These vehicles 
are already battered and half no longer function. It would be very difficult to stay operational if demands increase, as was the 
case with the escort of migrants returning from Libya and the influx of new Central African refugees in Gore and Maro in 
southern Chad. Today, the DIS has only one thousand staff intended to cover the east, southeast, and south of the country 
where aid workers operate. Covering other areas such as the west could also be considered if resources permit. We should then 
think of increasing the number of DIS elements. But it seems to me that the joint program to support the DIS lacks funding.  
 
How do you see the future of CONSAHDIS ? 
At the UN headquarters, the Chadian president himself launched a call to Chad's partners to support the DIS because it is not 
only a national force. This force is result of joint efforts by the UN and the Government of Chad. Today, the DIS has a big role to 
play in Chad’s context marked by security issues in neighboring countries and elsewhere. We must be vigilant. I think it's 
important that we continue working together in order to minimize security incidents and allow humanitarians to assist  
vulnerable Chadians.  
 

 
 

World Humanitarian Day 
 
World Humanitarian Day is dedicated to humanitarian workers 
and the humanitarian cause.  
 
In December 2008, the UN General Assembly took the decision to 
celebrate World Humanitarian Day on the 19 August every year 
in order to: 
 
1. Contribute to publicize humanitarian work and the 

importance of international cooperation ; 
2. Pay tribute to all humanitarian personnel and UN staff who 

work to defend the humanitarian cause; 
3. Remember those who have lost their lives in the line of duty.  

mailto:zusanne@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

