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HIGHLIGHTS 
 60 deaths due to infant tetanus in five months in Province Orientale   
 Equateur Province: 857 CAR refugees already resettled  

 500,000 Euros to assist approximately 32,500 vulnerable people in Mwenga and Shabunda 
 WFP: The "Food for work" that protect the environment 

 
General Overview 
 
857 CAR refugees already resettled in the Province of Equateur 
On 10 June, the United Nations 
Refugees Agency (UNHCR) and the 
Congolese National Commission for 
Refugees (CNR) started relocating 
Central African Republic (CAR) 
refugees from the border areas of 
Zongo and Mobayi Mbongo, Equateur 
Province, to the new camps of Mole 
and Inke in the Province of Equateur. 
As of 12 June, 857 refugees were 
relocated, 645 to Inke and 212 to 
Mole. So far, some 42,663 CAR 
citizens have sought refuge in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(36,158 refugees in Equateur and 
6,505 in Province Orientale) following 
the recent coup in CAR. The planning 
figure for the relocation operation in 
both provinces is 30,500 refugees. In 
Province Orientale, the relocation will 
start on 15 June, 
 
To address the immediate needs of 
the refugees and host communities in 
both provinces, the United Nations 
approved in early June an allocation 
of $USD 8 million from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
to five UN agencies. The allocation 
will boost the ongoing provision of foods, non-food items, health, shelters and protection to both refugees and host 
communities. The CAR refugees are staying in some of the poorest Congolese communities where access to 
certain basic facilities is very limited if not inexistent     
 
 Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
Health 
 

Province Orientale: 60 deaths due to infant tetanus in five months  
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 60 new-borns have died of neonatal tetanus (NNT) out of 112 
cases registered in the impoverished north-eastern DRC province between January and May 2013, a 53% death  
rate. In some health zones such as Lowa, Niangara Niania, Poko and Yahisuli, all infected infants have died, 
making NNT a   worrying health issue. WHO believes poor delivery conditions in health facilities, especially in terms 
of hygiene, are the cause of this calamity and calls for more humanitarian interventions to prevent future deaths.  
Over 79,000 malaria cases in 3 weeks… 
From 27 May to 2 June, the province recorded 22,151 malaria cases of which 46 deaths against 27,082 of which 55 
deaths the previous week, and more than 30,000 of which 81 deaths the week before. Other cases of potentially 
epidemic diseases such us meningitis and cholera continue to be reported throughout the province.  



         

For more information, please contact: 
 

Yvon Edoumou, Advocacy and Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, edoumou@un.org, tel. +243-97-0003750 
Medard Lobota, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA DRC, lobota@un.org, tel. +243-99-2906633 

Sylvestre Ntumba Mudingayi, Assistant Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, ntumbamudingayi@un.org,  tel. +243-99-8845386 
 

All this information and more is also available on http://rdc-humanitaire.net/ 

Health statistics in Province Orientale give cause for concern and are an indication of the decay of the health 
system.  Although humanitarian actors continue to provide support to health institutions, stronger and more 
sustainable interventions are necessary to rebuild the entire health sector.    
 
Food 
 

WFP: The "Food for work" that protect the environment 
The World Food Programme (WFP) has launched an innovative program in IDP camps and sites around Goma 
which supports fighting against hunger, preserving the environment and improving social links between internally 
displaced and host communities. Since 6 June, the UN food agency has been distributing metal stoves and 
biomass briquettes to 5,500 displaced households in four IDP site in the outskirts of the North Kivu’s capital. These 
products were manufactured by the local communities around the sites who in return will receive four-month food 
rations. 
The biomass briquettes made with waste, including WFP bags and sawdust, replace firewood or charcoal. The use 
of these briquettes in IDP sites limits cutting trees, helps to reduce family expenditure and prevent women from 
fetching firewood in the forest, where they are exposed to many risks including sexual assaults. The project would 
improve both food situation for the host communities and social cohesion between IDP and host population. 
Members of host communities are learning to produce fuels and to manage domestic energy for a better 
environmental management. 
 
Multi-sector 
 

South Kivu: 500,000 Euros to assist approximately 32,500 vulnerable people in Mwenga and Shabunda  
The international NGO Christian Aid began on 1 June an emergency assistance and protection project targeting 
6,500 vulnerable households (about 32,500 people) in Mwenga and Shabunda in South Kivu. The project, 
implemented in partnership with two local NGOs, targets displaced and recently returned households, members of 
host communities, as well as survivors of sexual violence. They will be provided with essential household items, 
legal and psychosocial support, socio-economic reintegration, etc. The 521,489 euros-project is funded by Irish Aid. 
Last year, a similar project by Christian Aid helped other 4,750 vulnerable households in the same areas. Mwenga 
and Shabunda Territories house about 25 per cent of 702,000 displaced people in South Kivu. 
 
Water and Sanitation 
 

Access to clean water source of tensions in an overcrowded village in Maniema Province 
According to an inter cluster mission from 6 to 13 June to Bikenge, a remote village 250 km away from Kindu, in 
Kasongo Territory, around 26,715 people have arrived in the village since last year, mainly from the neighbouring 
province of South Kivu. These IDPs have doubled the population of the little mining village up to 53,000 people, 
straining the already difficult living conditions of the local population.  Among urgent needs highlighted by the 
mission, there is access to drinking water. Bikenge has only four furnished sources of water. IDPs already in 
vulnerable position have to pay to get access to the sources, and cases of physical abuses by local people were 
recorded. With a reported presence of an armed group in the nearby forest, humanitarians are concerned the 
situation can lead to intercommunity tensions. Furthermore, as in other area of the Maniema Province, humanitarian 
access to Bikenge is conditioned by the rehabilitation of a 50 km stretch of road linking the village of Kampene. The 
current state of the road does not allow the delivery of humanitarian assistance to vulnerable people in the area. 


