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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• 1 million Haitians face 

multiple humanitarian crises; 

the humanitarian community 

seeks $100 million to meet 

their critical needs. 

• Cholera outbreaks rise 

sharply in some areas 

following rains in June and 

July. Funding for cholera 

response remains grossly 

insufficient. 

• Camp closures accelerate; 

41,106 IDPs relocated 

between March and June 

2013. However, forced 

evictions continue to threaten 

around 75,000 IDPs. 

• Ongoing preparations for the 

hurricane season include a 

national simulation and 

media training.  

 

FIGURES 
Number of IDPs 
in camps 
Source: DTM, June, 
2013. 

278, 945 

Cumulative 
cholera cases 
(Jan. to July 2013) 
Source: MSPP, 28 
July 2013. 

32, 290 

Fatality cases  
(Jan. to July 2013) 
Source : MSPP, 
28 July 2013. 

285  

  

 

FUNDING 
USD 58 million US 

funded (37.7%) 
 

Source : FTS-29 July 2013 

 
 

Lack of funding threatens critical humanitarian 
aid 
$ 100 million needed to cover emergency needs for the rest of 2013 

According to a review of the 2013 Haiti Humanitarian Action Plan, humanitarian partners 
will require roughly $100 million to meet Haitians’ most urgent needs until the end of the 
year. Despite ongoing aid efforts, an estimated 1.5 million people currently face acute 
food insecurity in Haiti, and some 279,000 displaced people remain in camps. Living 
conditions in camps are deteriorating, with very limited basic service provision due to an 
acute shortage of funds. Total estimated requirements for the year have risen slightly – 
around 7 per cent – largely due to reprogrammed funds for cholera from previous years.  

The revised action plan prioritizes assistance for the 935,500 most vulnerable people who 
have not received support to date and face potential hazards related to cholera and the 
hurricane season. The plan targets 800,000 people in urgent need of food assistance, 
120,000 IDPs awaiting return and relocation solutions, 100,000 potential victims of 
cholera and at least 225,000 people most likely to be severely affected by the hurricane 
season. 

Despite efforts by the Government of Haiti and humanitarian actors in the country, natural 
disasters, hunger and the cholera epidemic continue to destroy the lives and livelihoods 
of the most vulnerable. This all-important assistance will enable them to access a 
minimum of basic services.  

Humanitarian assistance in the past 
six months has provided food to 
700,000 vulnerable people; provided 
38,000 people with alternative 
housing solutions, enabling them to 
leave camps; and provided 50,000 
victims of Hurricane Sandy with 
shelter and assistance to rebuild their 
homes. Some 1,000 families were 
able to avoid eviction from camps 
due to the interventions of the 
humanitarian community. An 
additional 20,000 people affected by 
cholera received appropriate medical 
assistance. 

Of the roughly $154 million required overall, only $58 million has been raised so far. The 
current $100 million funding gap if not filled soon will seriously hamper critical aid 
activities in sectors such as cholera response, hunger alleviation, and dignified IDP 
returns or basic services in the camps. Compounding this challenge, the reduction in the 
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number of humanitarian actors makes it even more difficult to ensure that all vulnerable 
people are reached. 

Sharp increases in cholera cases after rains 
Cholera cases rise, but response actors manage to control the outbreaks, 
despite gaps  
Recent rains have triggered major 
localized cholera outbreaks in 
several departments, especially in 
Artibonite, Nord-est and Centre. 
During the 29th epidemiological 
week (13 to 19 July), 992 new 
cholera cases and 6 deaths were 
reported by the Ministry of Public 
Health and Population (MSPP). 
Nationwide, the number of new 
cases in July (1 - 28) stood at 
5,136. This brings the total number 
of reported cases since the 
beginning of 2013 to 32,290 and 
the number of deaths to 285.  

Artibonite is the most affected and most vulnerable 
department, with just seven partners involved in the 
fight against cholera. The number of new cases in 
the department almost doubled from 173 in the last 
week of June, to 344 in the last week of July. The 
Sud-est, Centre and Nord departments reported 10, 
62 and 26 new cases respectively. 
 
The Health Cluster attributes these outbreaks to 
multiple pre-existing cholera hotbeds in remote 
areas in these departments, poor hygiene and 
sanitation practices, contamination of water 
sources and defective potable water supply 
systems. 

       

Efforts to contain the spread 
Humanitarian partners in cholera response took 
several actions to respond to the epidemic and 
contain its spread in the affected areas. 
In the Artibonite department, DINEPA (the 
Directorate for Potable Water and Sanitation), 
together with the MSPP (Health Ministry), 
PAHO/WHO, ACF and Save the Children 
distributed cholera prevention kits, in Gonaives 
and Dessalines. They also installed and 
rehabilitated latrines ands sensitized community 
health workers on cholera prevention. 
In Verettes and Petite Rivière (Artibonite), the 
NGO Zanmi Lasante installed tents to shelter the 
increasing number of patients affected by cholera. 
IOM also provided 250 kg of water chlorination 
supplies to the departmental health service for 
decontaminating houses in Lower Artibonite 
affected by the June floods. Activities to prevent the outbreaks from spreading further 
were also carried out in Villard commune by ACF and Save the Children in conjunction 

Urgent action must be 
taken to prevent a 

general spread of the 
epidemic during the 

hurricane season when 
the number of 

organizations engaged 
in response is dwindling. 
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107
No. of partners 
fighting cholera 
in Haiti in 2012

43 
No. of partners 
fighting cholera 
in Haiti today

with the DINEPA including the distribution of 
484 hygiene kits, repair of a water point and 
awareness campaigns on the management of 
water points. 
In other less affected departments (Sud-est, 
Centre, Nord-est), national authorities and 
their partners distributed cholera prevention 
kits, pre-positioned medical supplies and 
deployed additional staff and community 
health workers.  
However, further work is critical to repair 
defective water supply systems, carry out 
additional hygiene and sanitation campaigns 
and set up oral rehydration points for the care 
of patients near communities. This is even 
more important as the number of cholera 
treatment structures has declined dramatically 
in the past 18 months. There are currently only 13 Cholera Treatment Units (CTUs), down 
from 160 in December 2011. As for Cholera Treatment Centres (CTCs), their number has 
fallen from 29 to 16 during the same period. It is thus not surprising that the Nord-est 
department, where, there are very few partners, has a very high cholera mortality rate.   

Cholera vaccination campaign to target 100,000 people 
The Ministry of Public Health and its partners launch a national vaccination campaign 
against cholera on 5 August. This campaign targets more than 100,000 people in the 
towns of Petit-Anse (Nord department) and Cerca Cavajal (Centre department). The two 
localities have reported some of the highest infection rates target areas were identified. 
The campaign will be accompanied by rehabilitation works on water sources by DINEPA. 

UN reinforces its support for the fight against the epidemic 
On 22 July the United Nations announced an additional allocation of $2.5 million dollars 
to support response to the cholera epidemic during the hurricane season, including $1.5 
million from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). The CERF funding will help 
humanitarian partners provide treatment in high-risk areas, bringing the total CERF 
funding for emergency cholera response in Haiti this year to $4 million. In addition to the 
CERF grant, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) has allocated $1 million to drain 
latrines in IDP camps and strengthen Haiti’s epidemiological surveillance system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Despite these contributions, funding for the response to the 
epidemic is alarmingly insufficient. The cholera segment of the 2013 
Humanitarian Action Plan, which directly supports the National Plan for 
the Elimination of Cholera, has so far received only $8.8 million of the 
$39 million required.  
Lack of funding has dramatically decreased capacity to respond to 
cholera in Haiti. The number of humanitarian organizations engaged in 
the response has fallen to less than half of what it was in 2012, from 107 
to 43, and there is a serious gap in coverage in the north where most 
new cases are being recorded.  

39m

requested

47
projects

20%

funded

Funding and projects in 2013 (m = million $ US)

Pledges: CERF + UNDP = 2.5 m

Current response to Cholera - HAP2013
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Lack of funding has 
dramatically decreased 
capacity to respond to 

cholera in Haiti 
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Earthquake victims continue to leave camps 

Number of IDPs falls below 300,000; over 41,000 IDPs relocated  
An IDP census carried out by IOM in June indicates that 33 IDP sites closed between 
April and June 2013, and over 41,106 people (10,439 IDP households) were returned 
from the camps.  
Ninety per cent of this total was due to 
internationally-funded return programmes (rental 
subsidy, house reconstruction), which led to 28 
sites being closed and over 31,620 people (9,300 
IDP households) being returned. This constitutes 
the highest decrease in the IDP population during 
the reporting period since April 2012.    
Thanks to these efforts, the total IDP population 
now stands at 279,000 people living in 352 IDP 
sites and camp-like settlements, compared to 
320,000 in March 2013 and 1.5 million in July 2010. This represents a 13 per cent 
decrease between March and June 2013, and an 82 per cent decrease since 2010. 
Despite this significant reduction in the displaced population, IOM reports some voluntary 
movements from and to some IDP sites partially due to boundaries between camps and 
communities becoming blurred in certain cases, and possibly to the availability of empty 
tents and space in open camps. The growing incidence of forced evictions in some 
camps may be another reason. 

75,000 IDPs continue to be threatened with forced eviction 
Despite a significant reduction in the overall displaced population, the spectre of forced 
evictions continues to threaten around 75,000 remaining IDPs living in 105 camps. Of the 
352 IDP sites remaining, up to 75 per cent of them are located on private land, and many 
land owners are pressuring residents to leave. The communes most affected by evictions 
are Delmas, Petion-Ville, Carrefour and Port-au-Prince, as well as Leogane outside the 
metropolitan area. Together, they account for almost 80 per cent of all evictions involving 
12,859 households and 131 IDP sites of the 177 closed by forced eviction.  
In Port-au-Prince, a growing number of IDP camps have come under threat of forced 
eviction since the beginning of the year. In June, between 120 and 150 displaced families 
living in Bristou B1 camp in Peguy-Ville were expelled.  
Decreasing capacities for camp management and protection activities (legal referral, 
mediation with owners) hinder proper support. Of the 352 IDP sites currently open, only 
20 have dedicated camp management support. Although this coverage accounts for only 
5.7 per cent of all open sites, they host 30.8 per cent of the total IDP (household) 
population or about 79,000 people. 

Fire in one of largest IDP camps in Port-au-Prince 
A fire broke out on 24 July in the Boliman Brandt Camp (4,200 families), one of the 
largest camps in metropolitan Port-au-Prince. The fire, destroyed between 100 and 200 
tents, according to initial estimates.  
Hundreds of people living in the camp lost their homes and belongings. A multi-sectoral 
team, including MINUSTAH, CONCERN and IOM, conducted initial assessments 
following the incident. CONCERN coordinates assistance in Boliman Brandt Camp and is 
working with the camp committee to draw up a list of victims who will be prioritized in its 
return and relocation programme. IOM also provided hygiene kits to the affected people. 
The fire appears to have been accidental.  

UK programme to support the relocation of 20,000 displaced people 
The UK’s Department for International Development (DFID) announced a $7.2 million  
programme to support the relocation of 20,000 IDPs. The programme will award $7.2 
million (£4.7 million) in year-long rental subsidies to over 17,500 families, enabling them 

The decline in the camp 
population is due not 

only to the 
implementation of return 
programmes, but also to 

threats of evictions 
facing the displaced. 
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to leave the camps. This money will also provide sanitation and drinking water in the 
camps and psychological support to victims of sexual violence. 

Boosting agricultural production in rural areas 
GoH and the French Development Agency sign €11.67 million funding 
agreement on food security 
On July 31, 2013, the Minister of Economy and Finance, Mr. Wilson Laleau and the 
French Development Agency (AFD) signed two funding agreements worth €11.67 million 
for the implementation of a large project to assist agricultural production and food security 
in the Sud Department (SECAL – projet d’appui à la securité alimentaire dans le 
department du Sud). The funding complements a previous disbursement of 4.5 million 
euros to the SECAL project in July 2012. The European Union contributed €5,000,000 to 
the funding. 
The project will assist banana producers in the Ouest Department, in addressing two 
main constraints to production - irrigation management and disease control. In the Sud, 
the Avezac irrigation system will be rehabilitated and the association of irrigators assisted 
to promote better management of water resources. Corn producers will receive subsidies 
in the form of vouchers for seeds, plowing and fertilizers.  Egg producers will be provided 
with access to funding and technical support. 
Part of the production will be provided to school canteens in the Sud under the National 
School Feeding Programme.  
The Plaine des Cayes in the Sud Department has been identified as a priority area of 
intervention by the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Rural Development 
(MARNDR) for the implementation of the SECAL projects. It is one of the most important 
maize production areas in the country. 

In brief 
A national simulation exercise (SIMEX) to test response mechanisms 
As part of emergency preparedness activities, a national simulation exercise (SIMEX) is 
to be held on 5 and 6 August to enable disaster management actors to test response 
mechanisms at local, municipal and national levels. 
The National Emergency Operations Centre (COUN) at the central level and the 
Artibonite and Nord departmental emergency operations centres (COUD) as well as the 
municipal operations centres (COUC) of Limbe, Limonade, St. Marc and Petite Riviere de 
l'Artibonite will all participate. 

Journalists in the Nord-est department trained on information in emergency 
situations 
The Directorate for Civil Protection (DPC), in collaboration with Oxfam, trained 25 
journalists in the Nord-est department on information during emergencies with emphasis 
on the use of social media on 4 and 5 July. This training aimed to strengthen the capacity 
of journalists to better process and disseminate information during emergencies. 
 

The strengthening of 
national agricultural 

production should be a 
priority for the Haitian 

government and its 
international partners to 
reduce the rate of food 

insecurity in the country. 


