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Chad: Migrants from Central African Republic  
Situation Report No 7 (as of 31 August 2014) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Chad in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Chad. It covers the period from  
1 August to 31 August 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 25 September 2014. 

Highlights 

 Humanitarian actors responded to the needs of over 6,000 people who 
arrived from CAR who were relocated from Doba to the new  Kobiteye 
temporary camp (Logone Oriental), following a governmental decision 
to close Doba transit site on 8 August.  

 Relocations of returnees from Doyaba and Sido transit sites to 
Maingama temporary camp were suspended from 22 August onwards 
to give humanitarian partners more time to prepare for the arrival of 
new households.  

 From 12 to 22 August, a mission of four ministers visited CAR returnee 
sites as part of the preparation of the Government’s medium and long 
term response plan to the impacts of the CAR crisis in Chad. 

 According to the results of a profiling conducted in Danamadja 
temporary camp, 73 per cent of the returnees wish to integrate locally 
on the site.  

9,258 
People on Danamadja 
temporary camp 
according to UNHCR’s 
last profiling finalised in 
August. 
(Source UNHCR) 

94,512 
CAR Refugees 
registered in Chad 
as of 31 August 
2014. 
(Source UNHCR) 

1,474 

Chadians repatriated 
from Cameroon and 
the Congo between 
July and August 
2014. 
(Source OIM) 

 

6,114 
Returnees in Doba, 
relocated to  
Kobiteye in August 
2014 
(Source SECADEV) 

5,784 
Peoples relocated 
from Doyaba and 
Sido towards 
Maingama as of 18 
August 2014. 
(source OIM) 

113,143 
People arrived 
from CAR and 
registered by IOM 
and partners since 
December 2013. 
(Source OIM) 

Situation Overview 
The construction of temporary camps are underway, although the acceleration of the ongoing work 
remains urgent. As of 29 August, IOM has transferred a total of 5,786 persons (1,479 households) from Sido and 
Doyaba sites to Maingama temporary camp, but some 30,000 returnees are still awaiting relocation on the two 
transit sites. 

With the slow development of Maingama site extension, especially shelter and water points construction, sanitation 
set up and deployment of additional security personnel, relocations of returnees from Doyaba and Sido to 
Maingama were suspended on 22 August. Humanitarian actors will use this time to speed up the site development. 
The Government has also expressed its desire to develop Maingama in a way that the temporary camp can 
accommodate the 30,000 people it was initially planned for.  

The profiling exercise launched by UNHCR on 1 July 2014 has been completed for the site of Danamadja. 
The profiling reached 9,258 people (2,113 families) of an estimated number of over 11,190 people in the temporary 
camps. The results show that 96% of people have no identification document; less than 3 per cent have an identity 
paper. The majority of returnees were born in the CAR and about 75 per cent claim Chadian nationality opposed to 
21 per cent who declare themselves Central Africans. Some 44 per cent say they originate from the Salamat 
region. With regards to durable solutions, 73 per cent wish to remain on the site, 10 per cent would like to join the 
surrounding villages and 13 per cent wish to return to CAR. The profiling exercise will now be conducted in 
Maingama temporary camp.  

Malaria is the dominant pathology in returnee sites. In Moyen Chari region, the NGO International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) voiced concerns about the risks of running out of drugs and difficulties in treating patients that 
could result in an increase of malaria cases. Distributions of impregnated mosquito nets organised by the Ministry 
of Health last June did not take into account people who arrived from CAR. There is an increase of 7 per cent of 
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cases of malaria, compared to the same period in 2013 according to the World Health Organization (WHO).  

The schooling of returnee children needs to be strengthened. With the new school year beginning in October, 
the humanitarian community is concerned about the education of returnee children. Notably, additional teachers 
need to be recruited and more school places made available. . In this respect, the Ministry of National Education 
and UNICEF organized a visit to returnee sites in southern Chad from 12 to 19 August 2014. This visit enabled the 
Minister to see the pressure exerted on the education system by massive returns in villages where the returnees 
live, to underline axes around which a synergy must be achieved with partners and to have an update of 
educational needs for returnees, refugees and people in host communities. 

The situation of returnees living in host communities remains a challenge for the humanitarian community. 
Some partners are working in border villages which welcomed returnee populations. In these villages, there are 
confirmed cases of measles. NGO MSF (Médécins Sans Frontières) organised a vaccination campaign in the 
villages of Bakaba and Bethel (Logone Oriental region) where there is a significant presence of returnees and 
refugees. From 11 to 17 August, 6,965 children aged six months to 10 years were vaccinated (89 percent 
coverage).  

The Government moves forward with its initiative to develop a response plan in the medium and long term 
to tackle the needs of Chadians who returned from CAR. An interministerial mission, composed of the 
Ministries of Planning and International Cooperation, the Ministry of Trade, the Ministry of Rural and Urban 
Hydraulic and the Ministry of Livestock, visited the returnee sites in the south and in Gaoui near N'Djamena. First 
results regarding the Gaoui site indicate that the majority of the returnees on this site wants to live in N'Djamena 
and continue their trade activities. The mission interviewed more than 1,300 people for this survey.  

Funding 
 

The $127 million Operational Response Plan for the Impact of the CAR Crisis in Chad is funded at $12.2 million (10 
percent of the funds required). Additional funds are needed to enable partners to increase and improve the 
response to the impact of this crisis in Chad, particularly in the sector of education (no funding), shelter (funded at 
2%) of health (6% funded) and logistics (6%). Protection (14%) and food security (18%) are also to be increased 
given the challenges encountered in transit sites and temporary camps in the south.  
The objective of this plan is to provide multi-sector assistance to returnees without family links in Chad, returnees 
with family ties, pastoralists and new CAR refugees. The plan aims at assisting people in transit sites, temporary 
camps, refugee camps and host communities/villages. The plan also envisages supporting returnees in their 
villages of origin. The livestock of the nomadic Fulani people who fled CAR to Chad will be provided with veterinary 
services, food and access to water will be guaranteed to themselves and mediation campaigns with farmers 
organised. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 
Djako (Logone Occidental)  

Needs  

 The second convoy transporting Chadian returnees transiting via Cameroon to the site of Djako was carried out 
on 8 August, with some 511 people (59 households). This brings the number of people living on the Djako site 
to 1,474. This figure includes some 130 returnees arrived from the Republic of the Congo and transported by 
IOM by charter flight. Voluntary departures of returnees have been noted on the site and an update will be made 
to know the final destinations of these people. 

Response  

 Development of the site has started but the Government has yet to put in charge a national NGO to act as site 
manager and IOM continues to play this role and reports to the authorities. UNICEF, WFP, IOM and the NGOs 
IRC and Lutheran World Federation (LWF) are currently working on the site in the sectors of WASH, food 
security, shelter and health. An information exchange framework was put in place and a site coordination 
meeting where all stakeholders are involved. WFP and OCHA present in Gore take part to these meetings, if 
needed.  

 

Kobitey (Logone Oriental)  
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Needs  

 Kobiteye transit site was created on 8 August, when the authorities of Logone Oriental regions decided to 
relocate returnees from the Doba site on this new site, located at about 2 kilometers from the Danamadja site. 
Between 8 and 9 August, local authorities have officially transferred 3,791 people from Doba while others got 
there on their own. As of 31 August, Kobiteye site is home to 6,114 people. Although not being prepared for this 
decision, the humanitarian community has responded effectively to this new emergency while continuing to 
conduct advocacy for transfers to be carried out in dignity and respect for humanitarian principles and with 
notice/warning. As the site was not prepared for the relocation from Doba, humanitarian needs are huge there, 
and the humanitarian community and national partners continue to lead emergency response.  

Response 

 The development plan for the site is finalized in collaboration with partners in the field and provides a capacity of 
9,200 persons with of 252 square metres per family. This plan was shared with stakeholders at N'djamena for 
final validation.  

 In terms of shelter and non-food items (NFI), The Shelter/CCCM cluster has called on partners to build 1,708 
shelters for 6,114 people. UNHCR is engaged in the construction of 500 shelters and NGO Islamic Relief 
France (IRF) for 500 shelters for people with special needs. IOM has offered to register the people in support to 
to NGO Catholic Relief Development (SECADEV), and to confirm the final figures. On this basis, IOM could fill 
the gaps in terms of shelter. WFP has set up a community shelter to house vulnerable people. With support 
from UNICEF, SECADEV distributed NFI kits to 1,708 households consisting of cans, buckets, mosquito nets, 
bleach and soaps. A gap of 250 buckets was filled by the NGO IRF in this distribution.  

 Regarding the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene sector (WASH), to date, 50 latrines and 50 showers were built by 
SECADEV with funding from UNICEF. Five boreholes and two bladders produce water with the support of 
UNICEF and its partners, as well as MSF. A water treatment station was installed by UNICEF, with a 80 cubic 
metre water daily output, allowing a ratio of 14.7 litres of water per day per person. Efforts are being made to 
improve access to water according to Sphere standards.  

 The health component is provided by IRC (previously present at Doba in the nutrition component) who joined 
the team with the support of UNICEF. A temporary health post was opened and used also for the treatment of 
malnutrition. The Kobiteye site being close to that of Danamadja, the most urgent needs remain a support for 
the Gore health district.  

 With regard to food security, WFP and its partner NGO LWF who were assisting the returnees in Doba continue 
providing assistance to these people in Kobiteye. The last distribution has been conducted in Doba on 4 August. 
With the transfer to Kobiteye, returnees moved with their food stocks. For those whose food has been damaged 
by the rains during the relocation, NGO SECADEV planned distribution of food from its stock in Danamadja 
(various donations) to solve this problem until the next WFP’s general distribution in September based on data 
from the last registration numbers.  

 In order to improve access to education, steps are being taken by the County Inspector of Secondary Education 
in collaboration with national NGO ATURAD (Association des Témoins de l’Urgence et d’Actions de 
Développement) for the creation of a Community secondary school in Kobiteye.  

 In terms of protection, authorities organized awareness sessions for returnees and host population to strengthen 
the peaceful coexistence between the two communities. A security post with three gendarmes was installed on 
the site. 

 

Danamadja (Logone Oriental)  

Response 

 Humanitarian activities continue in the Danamadja temporary camp. To date, partners have built 1,632 shelters 
out of the 2,500 planned. Shelter construction is hampered by the lack of available space on the site. Physical 
verification is underway by UNHCR and SECADEV (Secours Catholique de Développement) to check the 
number of households that are still living in makeshift shelters and will be transferred to Kobiteye.  

 MSF ended its health services on the site; health support will be now provided by Goré hospital. MSF continues 
its intervention in the WASH sector in Danamadja. Water infrastructures built in Danamadja produce 220 cubic 
metres per day, enough for an estimated 9,258 people at the end of August 2014. 

 Catch-up classes for elementary school children began 4 August with 1,406 learners. For high school students, 
the possible establishment of a General secondary school in Kobiteye could meet the needs of the 478 students 
present on the site according to a census taken by NGO ATURAD.  

 

Doyaba (Moyen Chari)  

Needs  
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Background on the crisis 
The president of the Central African Republic (CAR), François Bozize, was ousted by Seleka rebels on 24 March 2013, plunging CAR into a 
political and humanitarian crisis. On 13 April 2013, the leader of the former rebels, Michel Djotodia, was installed as president of CAR by the 
Conseil national de la transition (CNT) while exactions throughout the country intensified, including killings, rape and looting. Self-defense 
groups and militias, named Anti-balaka, opposed the so-called uncontrollable ex-Seleka elements, targeting the Muslim population suspected 
of collaboration with the Ex-Seleka. In July 2013, the Force multinationale de l’Afrique Centrale (FOMAC) and French troops started 
disarming Ex-Seleka groups. Following further deterioration of the situation, the United Nations Security Council passed 5 December 
resolution 2127 authorizing the intervention by the African Union peacekeeping mission Mission internationale de soutien à la Centrafrique 
sous conduite africaine (MISCA) and France. Additional Chadian troops deployed to CAR 19 December 2013 as part of MISCA. Two days 
later, the Chadian Government commenced evacuations of its citizens by air and land. According to the Chadian Government, over 300,000 
Chadian national lived in CAR before the beginning of the events. President Djotodia resigned 10 January 2014.  

 Over 12,700 people are still on the transit site in Doyaba as of 31 August. Chadian authorities want to close 
down the site latest by the end of October. However, the Maingama temporary camp receiving people from 
Doyaba currently cannot absorb both the entire population of this site in addition to the 17,316 other people 
living in Sido transit site (August 31).  

 WFP, through the NGO IHDL (Initiative Humanitaire pour le Développement Local) distributed food vouchers to 
15,628 people on the Doyaba site. 

 UNICEF and the Regional Directorate of Social Affairs conducted 187 family reunifications as of 31 August. To 
date, 41 unaccompanied children including two girls have been recorded and 218 separated children including 
113 boys and 105 girls await reunification. They are supported on the site.  
 

Maingama (Chari)  

 WFP through IHDL distributed vouchers/food to 3,897 returnees in Maingama.  

 UNICEF has completed the construction of a 30 cube meter water tower on the Maingama site to ensure water 
supply to the new blocks of the site.  

 The gaps in terms of latrines and showers need to be filled.IRC and the Chadian Red Cross (CRT) already have 
built 55 and 70 latrines respectively in the site.  

 UNHCR, jointly with the NGO APLFT (Association pour la Promotion des Libertés Fondamentales au Tchad), 
started the profiling of returnees transferred to Maingama. The goal of this profiling is building a returnee 
identification data base to mitigate the risk of statelessness. The same exercise started on the Maingama site 
will be extended to all CAR returnee relocation sites. 

 

Sido (Chari).  

 MSF set up a blood bank in its health centre on the site. The blood bank will help address the urgent need for 
blood transfusion for the returnee and host populations in Sido.  

 With the presence of jaundice on the Sido site, evaluations and analyzes of water points have been made by 
UNICEF and the Regional Delegation for Hydraulic (DRH). The site manager (CRT) trained 30 volunteers and 
Chadian returnees for community outreach. 

 Three water wells suspected of producing possibly unhealthy water were sealed following the recommendation 
of UNICEF and the DRH and hygiene awareness campaigns were conducted. In August, Sido site has 23 
functional wells and one water tower.  
 

General Coordination 
CAR Task Force meetings continue to be held every two weeks in N'Djamena for information sharing. Weekly 
meetings of inter-cluster coordination (ICC) are held each week in Gore for the Logone Oriental region, in Moundou 
for Logone Occidental region and in Sarh for Moyen Chari region. In these meetings, the issue of returnees and 
assistance to them is shared with the humanitarian community and the authorities. The action points are shared 
with Ndjamena to follow-up by the ICC and the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT). In addition to these 
coordination meetings are held site coordination meetings facilitated by the NGOs in charge of site management. 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Alice Armanni Sequi, Head of Office    sequi@un.org Tel: +235 66 64 10 04 
Philippe Kropf, Public Information Officer   kropf@un.org  Tel: +253 68 85 10 03 
Augustin Zusanné, Public Information Officer Assistant zusanne@un.org Tel: +235 63 90 09 13 

 
For more information, please visit http://www.unocha.org/tchad/ or http://reliefweb.int/country/tcd or http://tchad-one-un.org. 
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