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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 40 (as of 23 October 2014) 

This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 1 and 23 October 2014. The 
next report will be issued on or around 7 November 2014. 

Highlights 
• Renewed violence in Bangui displaced 7,160 people 

between 7 and 19 October. This seriously hindered 
humanitarian access to affected people. Thirteen people 
were killed (including two peacekeepers) and 252 
wounded (including 13 peacekeepers).  

• Serious violations of human rights (kidnapping, murder, 
child recruitment, sexual violence) were reported. 

• The renewed violence seriously disrupted humanitarian 
operations, with an increasing trend of attacks against 
humanitarian workers. 

• Despite critical challenges, WFP distributed 1,200 tons 
of food to 110,000 people displaced in Bambari, 
Bossangoa, Bouar and Kaga Bandoro. 

Displacements in Bangui caused by recent clashes. 
                                                                                                                               Sources: UNDSS, OCHA, CCCM and Health cluster 

Situation Overview 
Since 7 October, widespread violence has led to a renewed displacement of people in and around Bangui. 
According to IOM data, 3,100 people have been newly displaced in and around the capital as of 23 October. These 
people include some 4,200 newly arrived IDPs in five sites (M’Poko, Pere Combonien, Saint Joseph Mukassa, 
Grand Seminaire St. Marc and Mission Carmel) in Bimbo, 25 km south-west of Bangui. Some of these people are 
from IDP sites in severely affected areas.  
 
This situation represents an inversion of the positive return trends from IDP sites over recent weeks. The recent 
violence has prompted a significant number of people to seek safety in public buildings, churches, seminaries, 
schools and hospitals. Many of the newly displaced people are from Bangui’s 3rd and 5th districts, with additional 
displacements taking place in and around Bimbo. There are significant needs in food, health, NFI and water. 
 
The recent unrest in the capital was reportedly sparked by a grenade attack on 7 October in Gobongo in Bangui’s 
4th district. Four people were killed. The alleged attacker, a presumed ex-Séléka member, was caught by an angry 
mob and is believed to have been killed. Those events were followed by attacks on civilians and humanitarians that 
killed about 11 civilians and injured 229. Two peacekeepers were killed and 13 wounded. At least 229 injured 
people were treated at Bangui’s main hospitals, Hopital Communautaire, Centre National Hospitalier Universitaire 
de Bangui and Complexe prediatrique, supported respectively by ICRC, MSF France and Emergency. 
 
There are some 410,000 IDPs in CAR, including 63,250 in 34 sites in Bangui. About 425,000 CAR refugees have 
fled to the following neighbouring countries: Cameroon (241,233 people), Chad (95,982 people), DRC (68,156 
people) and R Congo (20,114).   
 

410,000 
IDPs in CAR, 
including 
 

63,250 
IDPs in Bangui (22 
October) 

60% 
Funding available 
(about US$333 
million) against the 
revised SRP 
requirements of $565 
million 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.5 million 
People who need 
assistance 
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The security situation remains unstable, tense and unpredictable. Recent fighting has hindered humanitarian 
access to relief agencies working to support thousands of displaced people in desperate need in the capital. It has 
also limited access to affected communities in remote rural areas across the country. The humanitarian space is 
largely compromised due to violence, obstructions and barriers erected by armed groups. The risk of a 
humanitarian catastrophe in CAR is significant.  

Funding 
The CAR Strategic Response Plan (SRP) is 60 per cent funded. Early recovery, education, nutrition and 
emergency shelter are the least funded sectors. 

On 10 October, the Emergency Relief Coordinator announced that US$40 million from the Central Emergency 
Response Fund will be allocated to respond to the worsening situation in CAR and its affected neighbouring 
countries. At least $15 million will be attributed to CAR. 

 

All Humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response  

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

Needs: 

• Identify needs of the newly displaced people in Bangui and coordinate provision of 
assistance and protection in IDP sites.  

• Facilitate the voluntary return of IDPs leaving sites.  
• Assess sites, support CCCM activities and strengthen the capacity of CCCM actors and partners outside 

Bangui.  
 
Response:  
• The cluster has monitored population movements and humanitarian needs on a daily basis in the 35 IDP sites 

in Bangui and referred gaps to the relevant clusters. At the peak of the crisis, an estimated 6,500 newly 
displaced people were identified in the five biggest sites in Bimbo. Two new sites were identified (Eglise 
apostolique Kpetene and Pere Lazariste that was previously closed but is presently hosting IDPs from the 7e 
arrondissement). 

• In Batangafo, CCCM capacity-building training was held to strengthen the capacity of 40 site managers, local 
authorities, IDP representatives and CCCM partners during the first week of October. 

• In Kabo, IOM is monitoring the movements of IDPs and providing shelter repair and WASH assistance in site 
C, while preparing the allocation of slots to IDPs and coordinating assistance. 

• In Bambari, the alternative site has been cleaned by UNHCR and local partners and the site plan finalized 
before allocating slots to households and transferring IDPs from sites S and M. 

• In Bossangoa, CRS, the Petit Séminaire site manager, is coordinating with community leaders and local 
authorities regarding the handover of its CCCM activities to the IDP committees before it withdraws by the end 
of October.  

501,980 
People targeted in 2014. 
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• In Kaga Bandoro and Dekoa, UNHCR is monitoring IDP movements and assistance in IDP sites following 
security events in Dekoa. 
 

Gaps and constraints: 
• The rainy season requires most CCCM actors and partners to quickly find solutions for IDPs living in the most 

at-risk sites.  
• More funding is required to better address site-management needs countrywide and improve communication 

with IDPs.  

 Education 

Needs: 

• Temporary safe learning spaces (ETAPEs) with age-sensitive educational and 
recreational activities, teaching and learning materials and child-protection services 
for 362,000 people are needed.  

• A total of 5,000 teachers need psychosocial training. 
• School-feeding activities, particularly in provinces with a low rate of student returns, are required for 400,000 

people. 

Response: 

• Since January, 37,341 children benefited from learning and protection activities in 174 ETAPEs in Bangui, 
Bossangoa and Boda, Gaga, Grimari and Yaloké.  

• A total of 482 teachers and instructors were trained in psychosocial support to children who experienced 
violence during the conflict.  

• School-feeding programmes are ongoing countrywide, encouraging students and teachers to return to schools. 
Currently, 201,399 students are benefiting from these programmes.  

• Emergency rehabilitation and construction activities have been completed in 46 schools, providing decent 
learning and recreational spaces to more than 13,000 students. Construction and rehabilitation activities are 
ongoing in 29 schools countrywide. 

 
Gaps and constraints: 
 
• Constant population movements and volatile security situations due to ongoing fighting in some provinces are 

challenging the provision of structured education and child-protection activities.  
• More efforts should be made to organize psychosocial trainings for teachers to ensure their return to school 

teaching, and to ensure that children have access to adequate trauma care.   
• Launch of a back-to-school initiative should be re-adapted to the current security situation, which has 

deteriorated due to the violence in Bangui. The official school reopening date is 3 November. Therefore, 
activities related to the back-to-school campaign will encourage the return of students and teachers in safe 
areas.   

 

 Food Security 

 Needs: 
 
• According to the IPC, the food security situation remains precarious throughout the 

country. Some 45 per cent of the rural population (1.7 million people) is food 
insecure. Increased food assistance, nutrition support and agricultural inputs are needed throughout the 
country to assist food-insecure vulnerable people, and to support crisis-hit farmers to plant for the current 
agricultural campaign in order to avert a large-scale food and nutrition crisis in the coming months. 
 

Response: 
 
• WFP operations have been suspended in Bangui since 8 September, following hostilities by armed groups. 

Operations in the provinces are also continuously hampered by localised insecurity and limited movements of 
staff and assets from the capital due to hostilities. 

• Despite critical challenges, WFP distributed 1,200 tons of food to 110,000 people in Bambari, Bossangoa, 
Bouar and Kaga Bandoro between 1 and 17 October. 

• FAO and NGOs provided crop-production support to 111,750 farming families. They also assisted 
24,300 households through resilience activities, and 30,000 farming families with off-season agricultural 
activities that are not dependent on the rainy season (vegetable production, fishery and livestock). 

350,000 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 with emergency 
education out of 400,000.  

1.25 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 
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WFP and NGO partners (ACTED, COOPI, NDA, CARITAS) delivered 513 tons of food in Bambari to an estimated 
38,000 people 
Gaps and constraints:  
 
• According to the 2014 IPC, there has been an increase of 500,000 people who need food security assistance 

countrywide in the past eight months. 
• Recent tensions between armed factions, insecurity and bad road conditions are disrupting distributions for the 

agricultural campaign in some areas. 

 Health 

 
Response: 
 
• A total of 229 injured people were treated at Bangui’s main hospitals, Hopital 

Communautaire, Centre National Hospitalier Universitaire de Bangui (CNHUB) and Complexe prediatrique 
supported respectively by ICRC, MSF France and Emergency. 

• Strengthening the blood bag stocks by sensitizing people to the voluntary donation of blood to CNTS 
• Reference system established with a network of five ambulances in place, including 3 by WHO, 1 by ALIMA 

and 1 by MSF Belgium to transport wounded people and for use in other emergencies. 
• Establishment of an early warning system by WHO in collaboration with the Ministry of Health to strengthen 

disease surveillance for potential epidemics.  
 

Gaps and constraints:  
 
• Difficulty in accessing health facilities and maintaining the supply chain during the crisis in Bangui and the 

supply chain of health facilities. 
• Disruption of activities at health-care centres in the provinces due to the crisis in Bangui. 

 

Logistics 

Response:    
• The Logistics Cluster is working on the feasibility of opening a humanitarian corridor between CAR and Chad.  
• The Logistics Cluster is advocating for the allocation of funds for road rehabilitation.  
• UNHAS is usings its fuel stocks to support the air operation in the provinces (Paoua, Kaga Bandoro, Bria and 

Bangassou).  
• Updated information was shared on the Logistics Cluster website regarding UNHAS flights and Logistics 

Cluster information: http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a    
 
Gaps and constraints:  
• Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads remain a logistical challenge, hampering the 

humanitarian logistics chain.  
• The rainy season will make operations more difficult as road conditions will deteriorate and subsequently 

prolong transportation time.  
• Access to national service providers remains an issue in Bangui and the provinces.  
• There is no fuel network outside of Bangui. Pre-positioned stocks are needed in the provinces.  
• The funding situation remains critical. The joint ETC/Logistics Cluster operation is only 46 per cent funded. 

Additional funding is required to maintain operations at their current level. 

Nutrition 

Needs: 

• Some 28,000 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2014, and 
75,500 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). These numbers 
could rise given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, poor food security, 
deteriorating access to clean water and sanitation, increased morbidity and lack of 
health-care services) and the start of the rainy season/hunger gap. 

• About 16,800 children suffering from SAM are targeted for treatment in 2014.  

878,000  
People targeted in 2014.  

361,011 
Vulnerable people 
targeted with nutrition 
services in 2014.  
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• An estimated 159,000 children under age 5 need highly nutritious foods. A consistent and adequately funded 
pipeline is needed to prevent a deterioration of nutritional status during the rainy season. 

Response: 

• In Bangui, 6 out of 12 functioning OTPs continue to provide the package of nutrition interventions to affected 
people. This includes screening and treatment of uncomplicated cases of SAM and referral of children with 
SAM with medical complications to Bangui’s in-patient nutrition stabilization units (Complexe Pediatrie, St 
Joseph and Bimbo hospital). The implementation of activities is highly reduced due to the ongoing insecurity. 

• Since 1 January, 19,283 children have been admitted for SAM treatment across the country, of whom 9,915 
have recovered. The performance rates are as follows: recovery: 81 per cent (>=75 per cent); death: 3 per cent 
(<5 per cent); default: 16 per cent (<15 per cent). This represents 82 per cent of the SRP target of 16,800 
children suffering from SAM. The default rate remains slightly high at 15 per cent (standard < 15 per cent), 
especially for areas still affected by insecurity and population displacements. 

• Since the beginning of the year, 34,172 new beneficiaries have been admitted to WFP’s nutrition programme. 
They include 14,416 children aged between 6 and 59 months; 9,146 PLW; 4,778 malnourished people living 
with HIV under ARV treatment; and 5,832 caregivers of severely acute malnourished people in health facilities. 
 

Gaps and constraints:  
• Insufficient number of partners to treat MAM in CAR. 
• Six OTPs in Bangui remain closed due to the crisis. As a consequence, 628 children have not been able to 

access treatment. To meet minimum nutritional needs in and around Bangui, partners need to ensure that at 
least 80 per cent of nutrition services previously available in health facilities remain operational. 

• Coverage of community-based management of acute malnutrition services outside of Bangui remains low due 
to security constraints and destroyed health facilities. 

• There is a gap in the provision of activities to support appropriate infant and young child feeding. 

 Protection 

Needs: 
• Assessments are ongoing following the latest outbreak of violence in Bangui, with 

tentative results revealing a slight increase in unaccompanied and separated 
children and increased psychosocial support needs.  

• New needs include birth registration in Kemo Brigingui and Zemio, gender-based 
violence and child-recruitment projects in Zemio and Vakaga. 

Response: 

• Since 8 October, all child-protection structures have been temporarily interrupted due to the deteriorating 
security conditions in Bangui. The majority of actors’ activities resumed only on 20 October. However, due to 
the continuingly insecure environment, child-friendly spaces and listening centres’ activities are still gravely 
affected.  

• Sub-cluster members organized 10 training sessions for armed groups, targeting 15 ex-Seleka bases and one 
Anti-Balaka base. A total of 438 elements (413 ex-Seleka, including 5 females, and 25 Anti-Balaka) were 
trained in children’s rights, child protection and the six grave violations against children in armed conflict.  

• Awareness-raising on child protection continues with life-saving messages. A total of 287 people were reached 
in Zemio (76 men, 99 women, 64 boys and 48 girls) and 180 children (41 girls) in Bria. Following the 21 
September International Day of Peace, several events were organized across the country, including in Bangui 
(660 participants, including 300 children) and Bambari (350- 400 children), in the presence of local civil society, 
authorities, community leaders and parents.  

• In Bossangoa, 424 birth certificates were issued by administrative authorities. Since the crisis began, 26,691 
birth certificates have been issued. 

• The presence of child-protection actors outside Bangui has been strengthened, with a UNICEF office opening 
in Zemio. Training on psychosocial support in the zone reached 18 community members and child-protection 
networks. A total of 99 children (30 girls) in Obo and 151 children in Zemio (24 girls) participated in 
psychosocial and recreational activities. 

• MRM actors including many NGOs monitored grave child-protection violations active in the capital and 
documented many cases. They including killings and maimings, recruitment and use of children in armed 
groups, and attacks against schools and hospitals. 

 
Gaps and constraints 

2 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014  
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• In Boali and Bangui, by Anti-Balaka and in Mbomou and Haut Mbomou, by LRA elements, violence, 
insecurity and banditry badly hindered humanitarian access and protection activities. Many child-protection 
actors were victims of pillaging or attacks or had their activities obstructed..  

• Heavy rains hinder children’s access to recreational activities and lead to the temporary closure of some 
structures.  

• Difficult and deteriorating infrastructure conditions pose problems to child-protection actors in reaching out 
to communities where protection activities are required. 

Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 

Needs:   
• An estimated 26 houses have been burned in Ouango (7th district) due to the recent 

violence in Bangui. The Shelter Cluster has requested a rapid assessment to identify 
exact needs through its partners.  

• The need for rehabilitation of communal E-Shelter is identified on the Saint Michel 
site in Boda. A joint CRS/PU-AMI assessment is under way. 

• Cluster partners planning joint rapid assessments to address the needs of recently displaced people in and 
around Bangui as soon as the security situation allows movement of humanitarian staff to the sites.   
 

Response:   
 
• In Bozoum, Acted has distributed 800 NFI kits (2 blankets, 1 kitchen set, 1 hygiene kit, 1 bucket) as part of its 

reconstruction-support project.  
• In Bangui and Bimbo, PU-AMI is rehabilitating E-shelters in two sites (Ben Zvi and Mission Carmel) to free 

classrooms ahead of the return to school. 
• In Boda, CRS has finalized the distribution of 70m3 of firewood for 700 families in the enclave. Similar 

assistance will be provided on a monthly basis until March 2015. 
• In Bambari, UNHCR is constructing individual shelters for 10,000 displaced people soon to be moved from 

Misca and Sangaris sites to a new site. 
• In Lobaye, CRS-Caritas distributed 382 tarpaulins, 71 return kits and 37 reconstruction kits through a Common 

Humanitarian Fund  project that initially targeted 2,612 house reconstructions.   
• RMP and ACTED distributed NFIs (blankets, mosquito nets, buckets and soap) to 854 families in Pombolo, and 

NFIs and food to 1,390 families in Digui and Ngakobo. 
 

Gaps and constraints:  
 
• The recent violence in Bangui has significantly hindered the response capacity inside and outside of the 

capital. Insecurity impedes access to affected people, and the supply of humanitarian assets faced many 
difficulties.   

Emergency Telecommunications 

Response: 
 
• ETC continues to support the humanitarian organizations operating in Bangui with issues related to 

troubleshooting, radio programming, technical advice and information sharing.  
• ETC has provided technical support to the Common Communication Centre in Bangui during the recent crisis. 

In Kaga Bandoro, the ETC organized a local provider for the VSAT solution to facilitate Internet access during 
the relocation of humanitarians from the Catholic Church to the joint UN compound.  

• All ETC information is available at: http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-
republic  
 

Gaps and constraints:  
  
• The funding situation remains critical. The joint ETC/Logistics Cluster operation is only 46 per cent funded. 

Additional funding is required to maintain operations at the current level. 
 
 

703,975 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 with emergency 
shelter and NFIs. 
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 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  
Needs 

• In Bossangoa, 300 IDPs require WASH support. 
• Around Bossangoa, IDPs in host communities and returnees (number not yet estimated) need WASH support, 

particularly access to water. 
• Following attacks around Batangafo, 5,137 people are seeking refuge in two villages near Bouca, Boya 1 and 

Bozacon. WASH support is required due to open defecation and the lack of clean water sources. 
• In Kaga Bandoro, 11,554 IDPs in the Eveche site and 2,455 IDPs in the Nativite site require WASH support. 
• In Grimari, 8,117 IDPs in the Paroisse site need WASH support. 
• In Bambari, about 13,200 IDPs in three sites require WASH support.    

 
Response 

• In Bangui, water trucking resumed in the following sites: Pere cambonien, Capucin, Carmel, Saint Joseph de 
Mukassa, Complexe Scolaire Adventist, Votongbo 2, Eglise evangelique Lutherienne, Fatima, Notre dame de 
Chartres, Saint Jean de Gabaladja and Don Bosco.  

• New latrines are being built in Bimbo (Saint Joseph de Mukassa, Carmel, Cambonien and Grand seminaire) for 
newly arrived IDPs. 

• In Bambari, 160 latrines (50 people each) and 100 showers (80 people each) were built at the Sangaris IDP 
camp. Thirty-five latrines (55 each) and 44 showers (50 people each) were built at the Misca IDP site. Fifty 
latrines (90 people each) and 30 showers (112 people each) were built in the NDV site.  

• A total of 13,200 IDPs in over three sites continue to receive 20 m3 to 30 m3 of potable water per day for an 
average of 3.75 litres per person per day. The water tower at Bambari hospital was rehabilitated, and a 10m3 
bladder was installed, distributing 10m3 potable water per day to Muslims in host families.  

• In Grimari, IDPs at the parish received 12 m3 of drinking water per day and hygiene-promotion services, 
including advice on hand washing, food hygiene and the use of latrines. 

• In Kaga-Bandoro (Nana-Gribizi), an additional 20 latrines were built at the Eveche site.  
• In Bossangoa, 35,000 people are receiving 530 m3 of potable water per day. In addition, 300 IDPs received 10 

m3 of potable water per day (about 33 litres per person per day). SODECA distributed 20m3 of potable water to 
560 IDPs at the Petit Seminaire. Twenty-five water points were rehabilitated, 25 hygiene animators were 
trained, 19 hand-washing stations set up and 26 blocks of latrines (76 doors) in the nine schools of the sous-
prefecture were rehabilitated for 6,000 students.   

• In Bouca, two boreholes were rehabilitated, reaching 560 IDPs. In Batangafo, five boreholes were rehabilitated.   

Gaps and constraints 

• In Bangui’s IDP sites, rehabilitation and replacement of full latrines and school latrines before schools reopen 
at the beginning of November.   

• The presence of WASH partners in correlation to Shelter Custer members is being assessed to identify gaps. 
• Some critical areas are without WASH partners. 
• No WASH contingency plan exists for the regions outside Bangui.  
• The lack of coordinated operational response in key areas with people at risk hampers the synergy between 

humanitarian actors and the application of the “Do No Harm” approach. 
• A clear integrated strategy for humanitarian assistance to returnees in Bangui is lacking. 
• Solid-waste and sludge-disposal facilities are inadequate around Bangui. They need to be rehabilitated. 

General Coordination 
Following a HCT meeting on 11 October, five crisis working groups were set up to coordinate and facilitate various 
activities in response to the current crisis. Each group has an OCHA focal point. The groups focus on a public 
information campaign on the role of humanitarians; advocacy for humanitarian space to armed groups; emergency 
in Bangui/Bimbo; response outside Bangui; and preparation for evacuation and resettlement. 
 
The OCHA-led Communication Crisis Working Group held its fourth meeting on 23 October. Activities under way 
include radio spots, live round tables, sketches and radio programmes. Activities planned include an SMS and 
social media campaign with the theme of “We are humanitarians”, “Protection of civilians”, “Humanitarian access”, 
“Water and sanitation” and “Health”.  
 
A large mobilization of clusters (including CCCM, Protection, Health and WASH) has taken place since the crisis 
began, including a strong and dynamic exchange of information. This effort led to the identification of mechanisms 
and actions to fill several gaps and deliver a rapid response to the crisis. 

900,000 
People targeted in 2014  
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UN-CMCoord continues advocacy efforts directed to armed groups and the international security forces. The main 
aim is requesting the protection of IDP camps and areas of humanitarian intervention groups. The "hot spot" 
protection matrix was shared to increase the protection of civilians in IDP sites and some areas with hospitals and 
health centres in Bangui. 
 
The Senior Humanitarian Coordinator, Claire Bourgeois, issued a press release on 13 October, in which she 
condemned the recruitment and use of children by armed groups. Aid agencies have observed a large number of 
children at checkpoints and several barricades in Bangui during the latest violence. She also called for the 
immediate cessation of hostilities, the protection of civilians, and respect for health facilities and humanitarian 
principles.  

For further information, please contact: 
Salima Mokrani, Deputy Head of Office a.i., mokrani@un.org, Tel: + 236 70 73 87 33 
Gemma Cortes, Public Information Officer, cortesg@un.org, Tel: +236 70 08 75 65 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/car or reliefweb.int 


