
 
 

       

 

 
 

 

[“Good Friends” aims to help the North Korean people from a humanistic point of 

view and publishes “North Korea Today” describing the way the North Korean 

people live as accurately as possible. We at Good Friends also hope to be a bridge 

between the North Korean people and the world.] 

 

National Level ‘Homeland Meeting’ to Convene in Early May 

The new North Korean leadership will convene ‘Homeland Meeting’ in Pyongyang in 
early May to come up with measures to tackle the food shortage problem that has recently 
been getting worse.  Three to four officials from relevant offices in each county and more 
officials from the cities are converging on the capital city to attend the meeting.  Officials 
from city parties, county parties and political agencies, not to mention the Ministries and 
the central agencies, are summoned, making the scale of the conference close to that of the 
Party Representatives’ Meeting on April 11th.  It is reported that the ‘Homeland Meeting’ 
will discuss ways to cultivate mountainous areas and abandoned lands for securing 
farmland and other measures to increase food production.   

 
Added to the agenda is the farming labor shortage issue.  Farms are suffering from a 

labor shortage due to the significant death toll among the farmers in breadbasket regions 
including Hwanghae Province and the high rate of absenteeism among the surviving farmers 
who are busy seeking grassroots and wild greens to eat in the mountains.  One Central Party 
official said that the Supreme Chairman of National Defense Committee Kim Jong Un 
“instructed to convene the meeting in order to find fundamental solutions to increase food 
production.  It reflects the Party’s determination to resolve the food shortage problem that 
is increasingly worsening.  North Korean people are gradually warming towards the party 
leadership, hoping for some real changes to happen this time.” 
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Please become a good friend of the Good Friends 

 

Good Friends- An International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and Refugees 
 
Good Friends provides relief works for international refugees to become all lives’ friends, 
peace movement to fundamentally resolve disputes and conflicts that human beings face, 
and human rights movement to protect human rights.  
 
Good Friends has been providing information on food shortages in North Korea, raising 
funds for humanitarian assistance, dispatching activists to national border areas between 
China and DPRK and having them investigate local situations, and publishing reports on 
food shortages in North Korea. 
 
Currently, Good Friends is making efforts to improve humanitarian and human rights 
situation of North Korean people and to inform this situation to the international community 
by: 
 
1) Collecting information on food shortages, public health conditions, education, the basic 
necessities situations and inform humanitarian organizations so that they can support North 
Korean people effectively. 
2) Reporting the current human rights situation in North Korea where rights duly protected 
by law are being violated; assessing incidents of human rights violations in the process of 
arrest, punishment, and imprisonment and informing international communities; and 
requesting that the North Korean Government act to improve human rights.  
3) Investigating the current situations of North Korean refugees in China, and providing 
protections and aid for them and their children in particular.  
 
For these purposes, Good Friends USA publishes the weekly newsletter North Korea Today 
(English edition) to inform the international public. 
 

You can make a difference by donating to Good Friends USA, Inc. Contributions to the 
Good Friends USA, Inc. (a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code) are tax deductible. 
 
Individuals wishing to make a financial donation to Good Friends USA may send a check to 
the following address. For more information, please contact us. 
 
Good Friends USA 
4361 Aitcheson Rd., Beltsville, MD 20705 
Phone: 240-786-7528 
E-mail: goodfriends.usa@gmail.com  
http://www.goodfriendsusa.blogspot.com  
 
Good Friends Korea Headquarters 
E-mail: goodfriends@jungto.org  
Tel: 82-2-587-8992; Fax: 82-2-587-8998 
http://www.goodfriends.or.kr 
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