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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHADRC. It covers the period 
from 11 to 18 December 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 20 December. 
 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 Concerns for protection of civilians as armed groups reportedly amass in Masisi 

 Education specialists start rehabilitating 261 schools in Beni territory; 100 schools to 
receive food for school canteens. 

 Mine experts continue to clean contaminated areas, surveys schools in Goma 

 Girls, 55 percent of children separated from their families 

 
The situation in Goma and its surroundings continues to remain extremely volatile. The continuing presence 
of M23 fighters around the town and the reported movements of armed men in Masisi, Nyiragongo and 
Rutshuru territories concur to maintain a climate of volatility. 
Concerns for the protection of civilians are being raised in the 
northeast of Masisi where a strong concentration of armed 
groups has been observed during the last few days. Sources 
indicate that a coalition of armed groups has been formed, and 
have hinted of clashes with the Mayi-Mayi Chaka group in Pinga.  
 
The precarious security situation, which is being exacerbated by 
an increase in burglaries as more 1,000 prisoners escaped from 
the Goma prison in the wake of M23 taking control of Goma in 
mid-November, has forced humanitarian actors to advocate for 
better security in the areas of displacements notably the camps 
around Masisi centre, and around the areas between Kalembe 
and Kitchanga and in the Mpati area.   
 
While evaluations in the field are ongoing, humanitarian actors 
are getting a clearer picture of the number and particular needs of 
IDPs in spontaneous settlements around Goma and the Mugunga 
III IDP camp as a large-scale registration exercise started on 12 
December. The exercise should allow NFI distributions to kick off 
in the coming days in Mugunga I, Mugunga III, Lac Vert, Nzulo 
and Bulengo. Distributions are intended to create the incentives 
for IDPs to vacate schools and other public buildings and move 
towards the larger camps and sites for assistance.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS AND POPULATION MOVEMENTS  
As of 12 December, all IDPs apart from a number of unaccompanied children had left the Don Bosco church 
and school sites, while classes for 3,500 students resumed on 13 December in the vacated buildings. The 
majority of the IDPs returned to their homes along the Goma-Rutshuru axis whilst some chose to relocate to 
the Mugunga III camp- 1,140 households-. On 19 November, about 9,000 IDPs from the nearby 
Kanyaruchinya site arrived in the Don Bosco compound. 
 
Some 751 children, the majority of whom are girls, have been separated from the families since November 
28, according to UNICEF and its children. 417 girls, representing 55 per cent of the total number of 
unaccompanied and separated children, were identified during that period. 15 girls were among some 39 
children who were identified in and around IDP sites near Goma between the 6-12 December.  
 

II. Situation Overview 
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Background on the crisis 
A large part of the ongoing humanitarian crisis in North Kivu started with 
the emergence of the M23 rebellion in April 2012. The rebellion was 
named after a 23 March 2009 peaces accord which its members accuses 
the government of violating. That peace accord saw a number of the 
current rebels integrate in the FARDC after having fought under the 
National Congress for the Defense of the People (CNDP) from 2004-2009. 
Since its inception, the M23 has dealt the national army several major 
defeats and has tried to form a broader coalition with other armed groups 
in the region. A number of reports have alleged Uganda and Rwanda of 
backing the M23. In defiance of the FARDC and MONUSCO, the M23 
took Goma on 20 November. On 1 December M23 withdrew from the city 
on the condition that the Government would start negotiations. This new 
conflict has led to the displacement of over 130,000 people.  
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UNMACC continues to receive numerous requests for mine action support by local populations and 
international organizations following the fresh contamination during the conflict between M23 and FARDC. 
This week, UNMACC removed 731 UXO and 890 pieces of small arms ammunition upon information 
provided by aid organizations. 
 
As of 12 December, 20,339 individuals had been received at the Nkamira Transit Centre in Rwanda since 
the beginning of the M23 crisis in April, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees has reported. However, the 
humanitarian impact in Rwanda following recent fighting in eastern DRC remains limited. In fact, of 348 
individuals who recently arrived at the Nkamira Transit Centre, most have since returned to DRC, 
humanitarian actors nevertheless remain on alert. Food and non-food items for 2,000 individuals have been 
pre-positioned at two transit centres (Nkamira and Nyagatare).  
 

EDUCATION 
Education specialists in collaboration with the Congolese education ministry are rehabilitating 261 schools, 
representing 36 per cent of the so far 600 identified damaged schools in North Kivu. In collaboration with the 
cluster, UNMACC is coordinating the survey of schools that have potential unexploded ordinances 
contamination in the Goma area. Further evaluations are on-going in uncovered areas while additional 
resource mobilization efforts should lead to an exhaustive response. 
 
While the majority of schools in North Kivu have resumed classes, the school calendar for Goma has been 
adapted with classes continuing up to 29 December and resuming on 7 January 2013. Exceptions are being 
made for the localities where new displacements have been reported or for schools that remain occupied. In 
areas around Sake, Kibumba and Rugari, only 60 per cent of the initial number of students resumed 
schooling. Displacements, the incapacity of returned families to pay school fees or fear of parents to resend 
children to school are among factors contributing to such a low return to classes.  
 

EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 
On 9 and 10 December, the Norwegian Refugee Council distributed standard NFI kits in the Butaliha locality 
in the Beni Territory for some 6,000 people including 746 IDPs and over 2,300 members of host families.  
 

WASH 
According to UNICEF, IDPs in Mugunga I and Mugunga III (combined around 84,000 people) are receiving 
440m3 of treated water through UNICEF support of pumping costs. While looking for a longer-term solution, 
a complementary 150m3 of treated water is delivered by water trucking in the sites of Muguna I, Lac Vert, 
and Bulengo by NCA and Oxfam GB.  

 
The Rutshuru reference hospital has been treating increasing numbers of cholera cases from Biruma and 
Rubare, both important return areas for former Kanyaruchinya IDPs. WASH partners are looking into ways to 
improve the water and sanitation system in place while NGO Merlin is exploring with local authorities the 
modalities to deliver free health services to returnees in these areas.  

 FOOD SECURITY 
The World Food Programme and the Lutheran World Federation started delivering some 111 tons of food to 
100 primary schools in Beni Territory to support school canteens.  A total of 63,000 people including 
teachers and students should benefit from this intervention.  
 
Food security evaluations are on-going in the Nyiragongo and Rutshuru (Bwisha) territories. In some areas, 
the need for food distributions, seeds and agricultural tools is extremely pressing, as some of the IDPs have 
started looting fields of host communities leading to increased tensions.  

 
The local NGO ANPT-PP has distributed farming tools to 1,100 returnee households in Ntamugenga and 
surrounding villages in Rutshuru Territory.  
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/media_66599.html
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 NUTRITION 
UNICEF and the national nutrition programme launched a nutrition survey on 13 December in the Goma and 
Karisimbi health zones (including IDP sites/camps). As many farmers have missed the start of the new 
agricultural season, it is feared that malnutrition numbers might start peaking.  
 
Based on the increasing numbers of malnutrition cases that are referred to the Rutshuru General Hospital, 
nutrition actors have rung the alarm bell with regard to the general malnutrition situation across the Rutshuru 
Health Zone. Nutrition surveys should be undertaken shortly.  
 

IV. Coordination 

 
With the support of OCHA, all North Kivu clusters are in the process of compiling response plans to cover 
needs to the first six months of the on-going crisis. Plans are based on the three priority zones validated by 
the humanitarian community: Masisi centre: Rubaya-Katoyi-Mahanga-Nyabiondo (20,000 households); the 
Pinga-Kikuku-Nyanzale-Kitchanga-Mokoto area (60,000 households); Goma and Nyiragongo Territory, with 
the Sake-Bweremana route (160,000 people + 6,000 households).  
 

V. Funding 

 
Of the US$791 million requested for the DRC 2012 Humanitarian Action Plan, $451.5 million (57%) has been 
funded as of 13 December 2012. With $229.5 requested, food security is the most expensive sector, 
followed by the WASH and NFI sectors which both have requested around $79 million for 2012.  
 
While a number of multilateral funding mechanisms like the Pooled Fund and the Central Emergency 
Response Fund had already stepped in to respond to the new emergency, DFID, ECHO, the Netherlands, 
Sweden and the USA have recently jointly provided 95.1 million to respond to emergency needs. Other 
countries have made pledges or are expected to do so.  
 

V. Contact 

 
Kinshasa: Yvon Edoumou, Public Information Officer, OCHA-DRC edoumou@un.org, +243 97 000 3750 
and Barbara Shenstone, Head of Office, shenstone@un.org, +243 99 144 99 43 
New York: Sofie Garde Thomle, Team Leader Great Lakes and Central Africa, thomles@un.org, 
+1-917-535-5182 
Geneva: Jens Laerke, Spokesperson and Public Information Officer, laerke@un.org , +41 22 917 11 42 
 
For more information, please visit http://rdc-humanitaire.net or www.unocha.org 
 
To be added or deleted from the DRC sit rep mailing list, please e-mail:lobota@un.org 
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