
     

SITUATION ANALYSIS
After five years of conflict, Syria’s development has been pushed back by four decades, to the level that three out of 
four people are currently living in deprivation. Nearly seven million children in Syria live in poverty. Of the six million 
children in need of humanitarian assistance, 2.8 million children have been displaced and are the most vulnerable. The 
highest proportion of displacement is in Rural Damascus, Aleppo, Homs, Idleb and Damascus. Twice as many people 
now live under siege or in hard to reach areas, compared to 2013. An estimated 200,000 children are living in besieged 
areas. With high unemployment and loss of livelihood, affected people are increasingly unable to meet essential basic 
needs and services such as health, education, food and non-food items. Negative coping strategies, such as early 
marriage and child labor, have developed dramatically.
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PROGRAMME FOCUS
UNICEF launched the e-voucher programme in late February, which 
allows recipient families to buy a variety of 18 items among winter and 
summer clothes in ten pre-selected shops. E-vouchers serve like 
electronic debit cards, with a monetary value tailored to households’ 
needs. So far, over 4,400 children in Damascus and Homs redeemed 
their winter clothes.

In March, 149,800 children were reached by UNICEF with winter clothes 
and blankets in Aleppo, As Sweida, Damascus, Dara, Al-Hasakeh, 
Hama and Homs, including over 33,200 in hard-to-reach locations and 
over 1,200 in besieged Madamiyeh. Since January, more than 244,800 
children received winter clothes and blankets through regular program-
ming, of whom 54,600 were children in hard-to-reach locations. As part 
of an inter-agency convoy, in the same period UNICEF dispatched NFIs 
for 10,000 children in Big Orem.

MODUS OPERANDI
UNICEF promotes market-based approaches including the 
local procurement of emergency supplies from both big 
suppliers and small-scale workshop, especially those run by 
women. Apart from local procurement, UNICEF has introduced 
an e-voucher system to support vulnerable households in 
procuring non-food items from the local markets. Local 
procurement and the e-voucher system help to support the 
local economy as the demand for goods generates employ-
ment opportunities for the affected communities.
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2 54,634 n/a

 0.42 million received


