
 

WFP Says No to Gender Based Violence is part of the UN 

Secretary-General’s campaign to End Violence against Women 

(UNiTE)  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WFP Nigeria  
Country Brief   
 

 WFP Assistance 

 
Providing life-saving  

support to households  

directly affected by 

insecurity in northern 

Nigeria  

EMOP 200777  
Nigeria Component (Jan 

2015 to Dec 2016)** 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD)** 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD) * 

93 m 
64.7 m 
(70%) 

145.7 m 

*December 2016 – May 2017 

**Project is being extended to Dec.2017. Requirements may change significantly due to ongoing budget 

revision. 

 

 
Emergency Operation (EMOP) 200777 

WFP’s regional EMOP addresses urgent food and nutrition 
needs of the most vulnerable people and communities in 

conflict-affected areas and displacement sites of 
Cameroon, Chad, Niger, and Nigeria. WFP is currently 
reviewing the EMOP to extend it until December 2017. 

Under the Nigeria component, in 2017, WFP will scale up 
to assist 1.8 million people, expanding to new areas. The 
bulk of the expansion to new areas will be done through 

in-kind assistance, while areas where cash-based transfers 

(CBT) have been operationalized will continue to be 
assisted through this kind of assistance.  

Rapid response mechanisms – established jointly with 
UNICEF – will be part of the key enablers to reach deep 
field areas, where the security situation prevents regular 
access.  

In-kind and CBT distributions will remain integrated with 

prevention of malnutrition programmes directed to 
pregnant and nursing women alongside children aged 6 to 
59 months. In areas where population returns are 
possible, a livelihood support intervention will be 
incorporated to contribute to early recovery and help 
reduce reliance on food assistance. 

Provision of  

Humanitarian Air  

Services in Nigeria 

SO 200834 

(Aug 2015 to March  

2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received (in 

USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD) 

23 m 
18.5 m  
(81%) 

N/A* 

* The operation is being extended to December 2107; requirements into 2017 are under revision. 

  

Special Operation (SO) 200834 – United Nations 

Humanitarian Air Service 

Since August 2015, UNHAS has allowed the humanitarian 
community to implement and scale-up relief activities to 
assist affected populations. The operational base of the 

 

fixed-wing aircraft is in the capital Abuja, with regular 
flights to Yola and Maiduguri. Helicopter flights were 

introduced on 7 July 2016, and they constitute a critical 
component to access remote and hard-to-reach areas in 
north-east Nigeria. 

UNHAS is revising its operation to extend the project to 
31 December 2017 and to expand the fleet with a third 
rotary-wing aircraft to augment the overall operational 

ability to access newly accessible locations. 
 

Logistics and 

Emergency 

Telecommunications 

Sector Coordination 

and Services to 

augment the 

Humanitarian 

Response 
SO 201302  

(Nov 2016 to Apr 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)  

2.9 m 
1.7 m 
(60%) 

N/A* 

      * The operation is being extended to December 2107; requirements into 2017 are under revision. 

 
 

Special Operation (SO) 201032 
On 7 November, WFP launched a Special Operation to 

support the Government in addressing the main logistics 
and telecommunication gaps faced by the humanitarian 
community in north east Nigeria. 

The initial project duration of six months from 1 
November 2016 to 30 April is being extended to 31 
December 2017. Logistics Sector activities will be 
adjusted according to the needs identified by participants 

of the Logistics Sector 2017 Strategy workshop that was 
held in Maiduguri on 12 November 2016. The Emergency 
Telecommunication Sector is also revising activities to 
cover security telecommunications and Internet 
connectivity services in Maiduguri, Damaturu and eight 
field sites.  
 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers 
1.8 m People displaced  
(IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix, October 2016) 

4.4 m People food insecure in Adamawa, 

Borno and Yobe States 
(Phases 3, 4 & 5, “Cadre Harmonisé”, October 2016) 

724,000 People targeted by WFP for food 

assistance until December 2016*.  

 November 2016 

*WFP is revising its Emergency Operation to increase the number of targeted people 

in 2017 to 1.8 million across Borno and Yobe States. 
 

Highlights 

 WFP is extending the regional EMOP 200777 until 

December 2017, increasing the number of targeted 

people in Nigeria in 2017 to 1.8 million. Assistance 

will be delivered through cash-based transfers and 

in-kind food assistance.  

 The first Rapid Response Team was deployed on 23 

and 24 November to Magumeri Local Government 

Area (LGA) where 6,000 people received food 

rations and 400 children aged 6-59 months received 

supplementary nutritious food. A second team was 

deployed to Ngala LGA on 28 November, reaching 

40,000 people with food rations.  
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Donors 

United Kingdom, United States of America, European Commission, 

UN CERF, Germany, Japan, Australia, Switzerland, Canada, France, 

Luxemburg, Ireland, Sweden and Private Donors. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigeria is a federal constitutional republic in West Africa 
with 36 States and a Federal Capital Territory, where the 
capital Abuja is located. Nigeria is the most populous 
country in Africa and the seventh most populous country 
in the world. Nigeria has over 500 ethnic groups. 

As at 2015, Nigeria was the world’s 20th largest economy 
and overtook South Africa to become Africa’s largest 
economy in 2014. Some 68% of the Nigerian population is 
literate, and the rate for men (75.7%) is higher than that 
for women (60.6%).  

The crisis induced by the Boko Haram insurgency remains 

the principle driving factor of instability in north-east 

Nigeria. Founded in 2002 in Borno State, Boko Haram has 

been advocating for the creation of an Islamic state in 

northern Nigeria. Since 2010, the group has increasingly 

expanded its operational capabilities, and in March 2014 a 

state of emergency was declared in Borno, Adamawa, and 

Yobe States.  

As of October 2016, according to IOM’s displacement 
tracking matrix, around 1.8 million internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) are reported to be in north-east Nigeria, 
93 percent of which are located across Borno State (1.3 

million), Adamawa (0.17 million) and Yobe (0.13 million) 
States. Children constitute 55 percent of the IDP 
population, and 53.6 percent of the IDP population is 
female. 

WFP Country Office in Nigeria was officially established in 
August 2016. 

    

 

 

Literacy: 68% (75.7 % men and 

60.6 % women) 

Income Level: Largest 
economy in Africa and 20th in 
the world 

2015 Human Development Index: 

152 out of 188 
Population: 184 million 

Operational Updates 

 In November, WFP scaled up its operations in north-east 

Nigeria. WFP delivered in-kind food assistance to 400,000 

people across Borno and Yobe States; this number 

includes 46,000 people reached thanks to Rapid 

Response Teams in newly accessible areas. WFP has 

expanded its geographical coverage, reaching for the first 

time LGAs such as Mafa and Kaga in Borno State and 

Geidam, Gulani and Gujba in Yobe State.  

 WFP also reached 135,000 children aged 6-59 months 

with nutritious foods to prevent malnutrition. The number 

includes over 80,000 children in areas where in-kind food 

distributions are not implemented by WFP, including 

locations in Jere and Maiduguri LGAs, Monguno LGA in 

Borno State, and Bade, Nguru and Bursari LGAs in Yobe 

State.  

 Moreover, WFP reached 110,000 people through CBT 

across Borno and Yobe States. This number includes 

5,700 families enrolled in the Integrated Nutrition Project 

implemented jointly with ACF and UNICEF. Under this 

programme, families with children suffering from Severe 

Acute Malnutrition (SAM) receive a monthly transfer to 

maximize the impact of the nutrition specific 

interventions and reduce the occurrence of SAM relapse. 

Children are referred to health facilities for treatment.  

 WFP and UNICEF held a regional meeting in Dakar to 

agree on a joint strategy for the Lake Chad Basin, aiming 

to deliver a holistic package of essential health and 

nutrition services integrating the prevention and 

treatment of acute malnutrition, and of interventions 

addressing the underlying causes of malnutrition. The 

joint response plan will address identified bottlenecks and 

gaps of the current food and nutrition response, ensuring 

the provision of life saving assistance at scale and 

improving the coordination mechanism at global, national 

and operational levels.  

Challenges 

 The operating environment remains challenging and 

volatile. High risks for people assisted by WFP, staff and 

assets directly hinder access, severely restricting field 

movements and access. Lack of timely escorts and of 

armored vehicles also pose limits to distributions by 

preventing WFP to reach certain areas; in light of this, 

four armored vehicles are in transit to Maiduguri while 

thirteen more are being procured.  

Integrating Protection & Accountability 

to Affected Populations 

Based on WFP’s corporate Humanitarian Protection Policy, 

WFP Nigeria integrates protection in its response through: 

 Protection mainstreaming trainings for WFP staff and 

partners to analyze protection risks and design 

appropriate responses for food assistance. 

 Designation of protection focal points for the monitoring 

and identification of protection concerns in relation with 

the provision of food assistance at distribution points.  

 Integrating protection in VAM & M&E questionnaires 

including Food Security Livelihood & Vulnerability 

Assessments by the Food Security Working Group.  

 Increased sensitization to communities on a range of 

protection topics, including feedback and complaints 

mechanisms on any protection issue linked with food 

assistance.  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Country Director: Sory Ouane  

Contact info: Mishisalla Beyene (mishisalla.beyene@wfp.org) & 
Carlotta Negri (carlotta.negri@wfp.org)  
 

Further information: www.wfp.org/emergencies/nigeria 

http://www.wfp.org/content/wfp-humanitarian-protection-policy
mailto:mishisalla.beyene@wfp.org
mailto:carlotta.negri@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/emergencies/nigeria

