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UAE Aid News

The United Arab Emirates offers AED 150 million for 
the reconstruction of Gaza
The UAE Red Crescent Authority has signed a cooperation 
agreement with UNRWA on the reconstruction of GAZA 
strip at an overall cost of AED 150 million (nearly US$ 41 
million). The project includes the reconstruction of houses 
and health, education and service institutions which were 
damaged during the latest events (Etihad, 22 July 2014).

The UAE supports the Palestinian refugees in Syria 
with AED 55 million in cooperation with UNRWA
Within the scope of the UAE support, the Ministry of 
International Cooperation and Development has signed a 
cooperation agreement, whereby the UAE offers an amount 
of AED 55 million (US$ 15 million) to UNRWA in order to 
ensure the food aids to the Palestinian refugees in Syria, 
who were affected by the Syrian crisis (Al Khaleej, 22 July 
2014).

Mohammed Bin Rashed orders sending humanitarian 
aids to Gaza
Pursuant to the directives of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashed Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai, a cargo aircraft carrying 114 tons of 
humanitarian aids to the population of Gaza Strip landed in 
Marka International Airport, in the Jordanian capital, Amman. 
(Al Bayan, 21 July 2014)

The field hospital of the UAE Red Crescent receives 
the injured in Gaza
The UAE Red Crescent has prepared a field hospital in 
Gaza receiving the people injured during the latest events in 
Gaza. (Etihad, 20 July 2014).

The UAE supports the people affected by the Syrian 
crisis with AED 44 million
Within the scope of the UAE support to the people affected 
by the Syrian crisis, the Ministry of International Cooperation 
and Development has signed two cooperation agreements 
with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
concerning the Syrian refugees in both Zaa’tari and Azraq 
camps in Jordan, in order to provide them with healthcare 
services, water supply and sewage services, and a 
cooperation agreement with the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) in order to provide foods to the children 
under 5 years of age and pregnant and breastfeeding 
women in Syria. (Al Khaleej, 18 July 2014).

Mohammed Bin Rashed launches an international initiative
H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashed Al Maktoum, UAE Vice 
President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, launched an 
international prize of US$ 1 million in addition to UAE Water Aid 
Foundation. The UAE water Aid Campaign collected AED 180 
million, from which more 7 million people benefit (Al Bayan, 16 
July 2014).

Hamdan Bin Zayed honors the benevolent and the 
supporters of the Red Crescent 
The UAE Red Crescent honors the benevolent and supporters of 
its activities, who supported the UAE Red Crescent and enhanced 
its humanitarian path and sponsored its various programs and 
activities (Wam, 13 July 2014).

The Red Crescent sends urgent humanitarian aids to the 
people affected in Gaza
The UAE undertook to offer urgent humanitarian aids of AED 192 
million (US$ 52 million) to the people affected by the events in 
Gaza Strip, Palestine. (Etihad, 13 July 2014).

The UAE, official member in the Development Assistance 
Committee 
The UAE officially became a member of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development’s Development 
Assistance Committee, which includes the major aid donor 
countries in the world. DAC is considered a global forum raising 
issues related to the developmental cooperation and the drafting 
of policies and strategies related to foreign aids. (Khaleej, 09 July 
2014).
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MICAD issues a report about the situation in Gaza

Yemen is a low income and least-developed country, ranked 
as the seventh most food-insecure country in the world. 
Yemen is facing concurrent security challenges, large-scale 
displacement, food insecurity, high food prices, endemic 
poverty, a breakdown of social services, diminishing resources 
and influxes of refugees and migrants. An estimated 10.5 
million people are currently unable to meet their basic food 
needs. Food insecurity is a complex problem, caused by 
several interrelated factors and requiring an integrated 
response approach.

Although food is available in markets, about 58 percent of 
Yemeni households do not have enough money to buy food to 
sustain their minimum consumption requirements.  With 75-85 
percent of staple food requirements imported and 96 percent 
of households being net food purchasers, Yemen is highly 
vulnerable to market shocks and price volatility. An increase 
in demand for food items and significant rise of prices are 
expected due to the upcoming holy month of Ramadan, which 
will increase the suffering of Yemenis and the demand on food 
assistance.

Chronic instability is one of the main causes of food insecurity, 
and governorates experiencing conflict have much great 
needs. For example, 50–75 percent of the populations in 
Abyan, Lahj, Hajjah and Al Dhale’e governorates are food 
insecure, with a high number of recently returned displaced 
persons in need of assistance. The internally displaced 
persons in Amran governorate are food insecure as they are 
not able to undertake their usual income-earning activities. 
Food availability and access have become a major concern 
in Sa’ada, since the market is located in a conflict area and 
households in the surrounding areas dependent on markets 
for their staple foods. Furthermore, insecurity is hampering 
agricultural activity, causing volatile food and commodity 
prices. It is anticipated that crop production levels will be 
low this year, due to drought and locust infestation in the 
northwest.

MICAD issues a report about Food Security in 
Yemen

On 7 July 2014, the Israeli army launched a large military 
operation in the Gaza Strip. As of 22 July 2014, according to 
the Palestinian Ministry of Health in Gaza, 599 Palestinians 
have been killed, including 147 children and 74 women, and an 
estimated 3,504 Palestinians have been injured. 

Tens of thousands have continued to flee their homes 
particularly in the northern area and in eastern parts of Gaza 
City. An estimated 117,000  internally displaced people in Gaza 
who have taken shelter in 80 UNRWA schools following the 
destruction or severe damage of their homes.

The vast majority of people fled their homes with few belongings, 
as many families lost everything under the rubble of their 
destroyed homes. Humanitarian organizations are working to 
meet basic needs, includingshelter, food, water and sanitation 
facilities. While current stocks are generally sufficient to cover 
these needs, the prevailing insecurity impedes distribution, 
particularly for families who are not in UNRWA shelters.

Meeting basic needs is becoming increasingly challenging for 
the rest of the civilian population as well, including access to 
water supply for domestic use. As the scope of damage to water 
and sewage infrastructure increases, the main water utility in 
Gaza (CMWU) announced the suspension of regular operations 
and repairs, following the killing of three of its staff while on 
duty. The utility warned that unless its operations resume in the 
coming days, up to a third of Gaza’s population (approximately 
600,000 people) will be left without water.

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation distributing distributes food 
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MICAD issues a report about Food Security in 
ٍٍSomalia

On 5 August 2014, the Government of Somalia issued an urgent 
plea for help,  warning that the war-torn nation once again faced 
a hunger catastrophe, brought on by severe drought, only three 
years after famine killed more than a quarter of a million people 
in Somalia. According to a statement from the Government, 
drought has already reached several regions in Somalia and 
the need for aid in the form of food, water and medication must 
urgently reach the affected population.

The rainy season began late in most regions of the country, 
resulting in below average rains and drought conditions in 
south central and north eastern parts of Somalia. Rainfall was 
recorded at less than 50 per cent of normal levels during the 
March-to-June rains. Due to the below average rains, the overall 
harvest is expected to be poor, resulting in cereal prices rising 
significantly in the southern parts of Somalia. Currently some 2.9 
million people in Somalia need urgent life-saving and livelihood 
support, and this situation is likely to worsen.

In urban areas, cereal prices have increased between 40 to 60 
percent since March 2014, well above normal levels. The worst 
affected areas where the food security situation is expected 
to deteriorate in the August-December 2014 period include: 
Bakool, Gedo, Middle Juba, Hiran, parts of Lower Shabelle 
region and the Cowpea Belt of Central Somalia.




