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This report is issued by the UN RCHCO with inputs from its UN Field Coordination Offices and other partners 

and sources. The report covers May 2012. The next report will be issued the first week of July 2012. 

CONTEXT 

Political update 

May ended without the promulgation of the new constitution. State restructuring remained a disputed issue 

to the end and parties feared reactions of various actors to any potential constitutional text. Prime Minister 

Bhattarai’s announcement of new Constituent Assembly (CA) elections minutes before the expiration of the 

CA term at midnight on 27 May ushered Nepal into a new political phase with no parliament and serious 

confusion regarding many constitutional provisions. In this context of political uncertainty, the surge of 

protests and demonstrations experienced throughout the month quickly subsided; however, this period of 

quiet might only be a lull before various increasingly polarized parties and groups begin to once again raise 

their demands. 

The month began with much debate between the parties regarding constitutional content, primarily related to 

state restructuring and government leadership. An agreement on 11 federal units was reached between the 

three main parties on 15 May, which also paved the way for a national unity government to be formed for the 

first time since 2008. While the agreement (which appeared to include Kanchanpur and Kailali districts in a 

‘Far West Province’) facilitated the end of a crippling “Undivided Far West” (UFW) bandh, strong dissent was 

conveyed by indigenous and Madheshi political actors. Bandhs and protests by the Muslim community, 

Indigenous Nationalities Joint Struggle Committee, Madheshi activists and the ‘National Integrity and Ethnic 

Goodwill Society’ (NIEGS) led to an increasingly tense situation and the government reached various 

agreements with several of these groups. In the days before the deadline to promulgate a new constitution 

before 28 May, Prime Minister Bhattarai sought an extension of the CA without the support of NC and UML, 

only to be blocked by the Supreme Court on 24 May. NC and UML announced their withdrawal from the 

unity government on 24 and 27 May, respectively and the stage was thus set for the CA’s demise.  

Operational space 
As expected, the number and intensity of protest programmes increased dramatically during May as the 

nation approached the deadline to adopt a new constitution before 28 May. Regions outside of Kathmandu 

were paralysed for much of the month due to continuous and simultaneous bandhs and protests by political 

and activist groups with contending demands for federalism.  

The operational space of Basic Operating Guidelines (BOGs) signatories was significantly restricted in the 

Far West Region for the month of May as continuous (and often opposing) bandhs were enforced by an 

alliance of groups supporting an ‘Undivided Far West’ (UFW) and the ‘Joint Tharu Struggle Committee’ 

(JTSC) supporting a ‘Tharuhat province’. Most seriously, INGOs and project offices were forced to close in 

Doti most of the month under demands by UFW activists. There were also credible reports of the NGO 

Federation in Doti actively promoting the UFW bandh in the district and asking their members to close in 

order to demonstrate solidarity with the UFW movement. The planned activities of development partners 

were especially affected in Kanchanpur and Kailali districts as they had to be postponed or cancelled and 

many development partners imposed self-restrictions on their movements, maintained low visibility and 

worked flexible hours given the unpredictable and tense situation (though the movements of UN vehicle 

were not significantly affected). Overall, most development and humanitarian partners self-imposed ‘lock-

downs’ in Kailali and significantly restricted their activities in the rest of the region. Though not as severe as 

in the Far West Region, the operations of BOGs signatories were also significantly constrained in the Mid 

West Tarai (some NGO offices were closed in Dang, Bardiya and Banke and UN travel was limited to 

essential movements only), Western and Central Region Tarai and Eastern Region Tarai and hill areas. 
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It is important to note that activists of the NIEGS made a number of allegations that international 

development organizations supported ‘ethnic tensions’ and specifically obstructed the movement of UN 

vehicles. On 28 May
1
, NIEGS began enforcing an indefinite Rapti Zone bandh (Mid Western Region) and 

issued a statement explicitly stating that UN vehicles would not be allowed to move while other actors 

(diplomatic vehicles, journalists, human rights defenders, fire fighters, ambulances, water tankers, and 

vehicles carrying milk and other perishable goods) would not be obstructed. UN security in the Mid Western 

Region restricted the movement of UN vehicles on 28 May following the statement. In Western Region, UN 

vehicles were especially advised to avoid movement by the NIEGS bandh organizers as they could not 

guarantee their safety and security. On 10 and 11 May, NIEGS activists obstructed the movement of UN 

vehicles in Bardaghat (Nawalparasi District) with the allegation that the UN and donors had been supporting 

the identity movements of Janajati and Madheshi actors. In the Eastern Region, the movement of UN 

vehicles was restricted during bandhs imposed by NIEGS on 2, 10-12 and 17 May.
2
 Initially, access was 

also not given for the transportation of humanitarian relief materials to the fire-affected community in Aurahi 

VDC (Siraha District) and staff members travelling in UN vehicles (and trucks of relief materials) were 

interrogated about the purpose of their movement by bandh enforcers on the road. Though the situation 

improved and relief materials were transported with high visibility (escorted by Nepal Red Cross Society, 

ICRC and UN vehicles), other non-UN humanitarian workers of different INGOs were not able to travel to the 

fire-affected area during the bandhs. 

After the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly on 28 May, with no new constitution being promulgated, 

the situation in all regions quickly returned to calm and no major new protests or disruptions were launched 

at the end of the month. While the humanitarian and development activities of BOGs signatories largely 

resumed to normal there are concerns that disruption and volatility could return to the regions if a new 

political framework to keep the peace and constitution process moving forward with widespread consensus. 

Escalating protests over federalism across the country results in localized violence 

As the nation approached the deadline to promulgate a new constitution before 28 May, a wide range of 

groups intensified protest programmes, implemented bandhs and transportation strikes and carried out 

demonstrations across the country with conflicting demands related to federal state restructuring. The 

process to negotiate a new federal structure for Nepal was highly contested at many levels. While disputes 

and protests were expected, the shape and dynamics of political conflicts over the nature and terms of 

federalism demonstrated underlying potential to transform into more enduring and localized identity-based 

conflicts. Since the end of April, the underlying identity-based dynamics of these opposing groups has 

become more overt and, on the ground, so has the perception that these groups are not only in dispute with 

central Kathmandu political processes but with each other. In some locations, such as in Kanchanpur and 

Kailali districts of the Far West Region, this resulted in direct clashes and violence between the political 

activists from opposed identity-based groups (as well as violence between these groups and the police). 

While only relatively limited ‘political’ violence between organized groups and activists has occurred in 

Kanchanpur, Kailali, Nawalparasi and Kaski districts and the role of some leaders in discouraging their 

groups from engaging in serious violence should be acknowledged, local actors have expressed concerns 

that any future clashes could contribute to potential for wider identity-based conflict. 

Clashes in the Far West Region between ‘Undivided Far West (UFW)’ and ‘Joint Tharu Struggle 

Committee’ (JTSC) activists: In particular, the situations in Kailali and Kanchanpur became acutely tense 

as political activism on federalism polarized largely along identity-based lines, with many Tharu political 

actors supporting a ‘Tharuhat province’ and the UFW movement drawing support largely from the Pahadi 

community in these districts – both claim the districts of Kanchanpur and Kailali in their envisioned 

provinces. UFW and Tharu activists organized daily demonstrations and bandhs since the beginning of May 

                                                 
1
 Protesting against police intervention in the Brahmin-Chhetri rally in Kathmandu on 27 May. 

2
 NIEGS in its press release categorically mentioned that UN and diplomatic vehicles will not be allowed to operate during their Bandhs. 

Area Security coordinator of UN in the region issued a security advisory restricting movement of UN vehicles. 

EMERGING ISSUES AFFECTING PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 
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in both districts and, while publicly pledging to keep protests peaceful and avoiding outright inter-communal 

rhetoric, activists from both sides harassed and clashed with opposing activists. The situation reached a 

peak on 11 May as both sides organized near simultaneous mass demonstrations in Dhangadhi. UFW 

activists reportedly tried to stop tractors bringing Tharu activists to their Dhangadhi demonstration, with 

clashes occurring and several being injured. As Tharu youth activists marched towards the simultaneous 

UFW demonstration and confronted police lines, they were baton-charged by the Nepal Police. In the 

evening, Tharu leaders and activists were allegedly baton-charged by the Nepal Police inside the compound 

of the Seti Zonal Hospital while they were visiting Tharu activists wounded in clashes earlier that day. While 

the exact reason behind the Seti Hospital clash with police remains unclear, it resulted in 28 people being 

injured and hospitalized on the day (including the Tharu Leader, Laxman Tharu, who suffered serious 

injuries and was subsequently taken to India for treatment). On 12 May, a group of approximately 50 UFW 

youth activists set fire to the Dhangadhi BASE office (an NGO largely working on Tharu-related issues) and 

demonstrators also threw stones at another NGO Office (FAYA Nepal) on 15 May in Dhangadhi. 

Bandh blanket 
The below overview of bandhs and strikes in the Western and Central regions provides an example of the 
overwhelming scope and intensity of disruption brought upon normal life across much of Nepal during May. 

1 to 8 May: The Mithila State Struggle Committee (MSSC) enforced an indefinite strike in Janakpur, Dhanusha District, demanding 
the immediate arrest of those responsible for a fatal IED explosion at Ramananda Chowk in Janakpur on 30 April 2012, in which 4 
people were killed and a number of others were injured (at the time of the blast, all the victims were reportedly participating in a 
sit-in protest demanding a separate Mithila state in the new constitution).  

2 May: The JTSC carried out a transportation strike in Tarai districts from Chitwan west to Kanchanpur demanding identity-based 
federalism in the new constitution. This group also enforced a general strike in the same area on 8 May. 

3 to 5 May: The Rastriya Tharu Rajnitik Manch (alliance of Surendra Chaudhary and other Tharu leaders) carried out a Tarai 
bandh from Kanchapur to Jhapa districts demanding a Tharuhat state and a timely constitution. 

10 May: The Joint Muslim National Struggle Alliance (JMNSA) held a general strike in Terai, Gandaki & Dhaulagiri Zone demanding 
their recognition in the new constitution. 

10 to 12 May: The NIEGS enforced a nationwide general strike protesting against ethnic based federalism and demanding to be 
included in the list of indigenous nationalities.  

13 May: Madhesi Janadhikar Forum-Nepal (led by Upendra Yadav) enforced a Tarai bandh demanding ‘one Madhesh, one 
Pradesh’. 

14 to 24 May: The JTSC enforced a general strike in the Tarai to put pressure to the government to fulfill their demands. 

17 May: NIEGS enforced a nationwide indefinite general strike to continue with their demands. 

18 May: Lumbini Ekata Samaj called for Lumbini Zone bandh demanding an undivided Lumbini Zone. 

18 May: Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) Nepal called for nationwide general strike demanding timely promulgation of 
constitution, reestablishment of the monarchy and Nepal as a Hindu state, and federalism on the basis of ‘economic viability’.   

18 to 28 May: The Broader Madhesh Front, an alliance of various Madhesh-based parties, enforced a Tarai shutdown demanding 
Madhesh provinces in the new constitution.  

20 to 23 May: The Indigenous Nationalities Joint Struggle Committee, an alliance of various indigenous organisations including 
NEFIN, enforced a nationwide general strike demanding ‘identity-based federalism’ with ‘autonomy’ in the new constitution.  

21 to 28 May: Nepal Hindu Mahasangh affiliated to the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (‘World Hindu Association’) enforced a bandh in 

Bara and Parsa Districts demanding Nepal be declared a Hindu State. 

Overall, the bandhs, demonstrations and tensions during May had severe impacts on normal life in all regions, with 

markets and education institutions closed, vehicle movements effectively brought to a standstill, key food, medical 

and fuel supplies reportedly ran short, and some government offices closed for weeks at a time in some districts. The 

Dhangadhi Airport was forced closed for 19 consecutive days (from 30 April to 18 May) by UFW activists, virtually 

cutting off the Far West Region from the rest of the country. NGOs were also targeted and their movements and 

operations in many areas were brought to a standstill. In some cases, the movement of ambulances and other 

humanitarian vehicles were restricted. 
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Clashes between JTSC and NIEGS activists occurred in Danda, Nawalparasi District: On 8 May, 

NIEGS activists travelling to Butwal to attend a Lumbini Zone demonstration drove their buses on the day 

JTSC enforced its bandh in Tarai districts. Some local human rights activists highlighted that JTSC and 

NIEGS (aware of their parallel protest programmes on the same day) agreed in advance that the JTSC 

would allow NIEGS vehicles with banners to ply on the road. The agreement was initially followed and some 

buses were allowed to move without hindrance. However, a bus carrying NIEGS activists (reportedly without 

a NIEGS banner) was stopped by JTSC activists in Danda and pelted with stones. When the NIEGS 

activists on their way to Butwal in other buses received the news, they returned to Danda, marched on a 

nearby Tharu Museum, set it on fire and then vandalized a motorbike of a JTSC activist. While JTSC leaders 

were meeting the next day with the Chief District Officer and the Superintendent of Police, some of their 

activists demonstrated and enforced bandhs in different locations along the East-West highway in 

Nawalparasi demanding compensation. In Kawasoti (3 kilometers away from Danda), NIEGS activists defied 

the JTSC activists’ bandh and tension erupted immediately and JTSC cadres moved onto Kawasoti to 

defend their fellow activists. In order to prevent further clashes between the two sides, police fired live 

rounds and rubber bullets at JTSC activists, leaving 13 of them injured (four of them seriously). Two police 

personnel were also reported to have suffered from serious injuries during the clash. Following this incident, 

local human rights activists managed to initiate a dialogue between the district administration, NIEGS and 

JTSC. The government agreed to compensate the property lost in the Tharu museum fire and to provide 

free treatment to the injured. Furthermore, NIEGS and JTSC agreed not to target any of their protests at 

each other in future occasions. Local journalists and human rights activists of Nawalparasi noted that this 

incident was not followed by any further clashes between JTSC and NIEGS.  

Chhetri Samaj and Janajati activists clash with police in Pokhara, Kaski District: Pokhara is the 

political and economic centre and proposed capital of the area claimed by Gurung groups as a ‘Tamuwan’ 

province (comprising Lamjung, Gorkha, Tanahun, Manang, Mustang, Parvat, Kaski and Syangja districts). 

Although organizations like the Brahmin Samaj and the Chhetri Samaj (which have strong support bases in 

the region) have made no claims over the territory, they oppose the so-called ‘ethnic federalism’, which 

places them in opposition to Gurung groups in the afore-mentioned districts. On 10 May, there was a small 

clash in Pokhara between Chhetri Samaj cadres and the police after the former tried to remove signboards 

supporting a Tamuwan state. On 21 May, another clash erupted between Janajati bandh organizers and 

police when the latter intervened to stop bandh organizers from removing an ‘Undivided Nepal Western 

Region’ signboard. According to some interlocutors, a newly emerged group of people who are against 

ethnic federalism and advocating for ‘undivided western region’ had placed this signboard beside the 

signboard supporting a Tamuwan state. NIEGS and Gurung activists are said to have being acting with 

restraint (supported by an active local administration); however, tensions over federalism in the area are 

significant and violence could re-emerge. 

Minor clashes in the Eastern Region: NEFIN/Tharu cadres and locals (reportedly from the Brahmin and 

Chhetri communities) had a minor clash in Biratnagar on 22 May during the enforcement of a NEFIN/Tharu 

bandh. A large number of police was deployed to prevent further violence. A clash was also imminent in 

Surunga VDC of Jhapa District when the locals (reportedly from the Brahmin and Chhetri communities) 

barred Limbuwan cadres from enforcing a bandh. Police intervention prevented further violence. Broader 

Madhesi Front (BMF) cadres torched a truck on 24 May in Biratnagar when police tried to escort stranded 

trucks at Biratnagar customs. As a consequence, the police arrested at least 15 BMF leaders and cadres 

(who were released later in the evening). 

The most significant existing fault lines over the negotiation of a new federal state structure for Nepal are 

between those groups and communities that support federalism but have fundamentally opposed objectives 

about the terms of how to carry it out. The first lies between those actors arguing for federalism based upon 

geographic, economic viability, regional or other ‘scientific’ criteria and those demanding federalism based 

on ‘ethnicity’ or other identity-based criteria. The second exists between identity-based groups that have 

opposing and overlapping geographic claims. Of course, in addition, are groups that vehemently oppose any 

form of federalism. While tensions, protest and ‘political conflict’ should be expected, dynamics exist for the 
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political conflicts over federalism that different groups and communities have with the Kathmandu-based 

constitution process to potentially transform into localized identity-based conflict and violence – key locations 

with these dynamics include: 

 Far West: Kanchanpur and Kailali districts 

 Mid West: Bardiya, Banke and Dang districts 

 Lumbini Zone: Kapilvastu, Rupandehi and Nawalparasi districts 

 West: Kaski, Syangja, Arghakanchi, Gulmi and Palpa districts (along a ‘Pokhara to Butwal corridor’) 

 Narayani Zone: Nawalparasi, Chitwan, Parsa and Makwanpur districts 

 Central Tarai: Parsa, Bara and Rautahat districts 

 Central/eastern Tarai: Sarlahi, Mahottari, Dhanusha, Siraha, Saptari and Sunsari districts 

 Eastern Tarai: Jhapa, Morang and Sunsari districts 

Dynamics after the dissolution of Constituent Assembly 

From about 28 May onwards, the situation in all regions slowly returned to normal as bandhs were lifted and 

disruptive demonstrations mostly halted. Markets, schools and offices re-opened, public transportation 

resumed and key supplies became more available, while development and humanitarian actors were able to 

return to normal operations in districts. However, this is mostly a result of activist groups being occupied with 

deliberations and consultations on how to react to the situation. It is likely that, as they determine their next 

steps, new protests or agitation could occur in the coming weeks. At this stage, it is unclear how the 

situation will evolve and affect local dynamics or identity politics. 

In most regions, many local actors fear that disputes and tensions could indeed recur in coming weeks, 

particularly given the identity-based nature of the political confrontation and clashes that occurred during the 

month of May. In particular, with the dissolution of the CA, the longer that a ‘political vacuum’ exists in 

regards to the peace and constitution process the greater the risk that actors will begin to take the initiative 

and fill the void. It is important to note that the Indigenous Nationalities Joint Struggle Committee and NEFIN 

are actively exploring options to unify the indigenous, Madheshi, Muslim and other communities in a push for 

so-called ‘ethnic-based federalism’ (they are organizing a two-day national gathering on 16 June). NEFIN 

and the JTSC have called protest programmes and a Tarai bandh from 7-8 June after a Tharu activist 

injured in the clash with police at Danda (Nawalparasi) died of his injuries. An alliance of 22 political parties, 

including the NC and CPN-UML, plans to organise a mass demonstration on 8 June in Kathmandu 

demanding that Prime Minister Bhattarai to step down in order to pave the way for the formation of a 

national consensus government. The United Limbuwan Front organized a meeting in Dharan on 30 May 

where they claimed to have released their own interim Limbuwan constitution on 26 May and will form a 

“shadow Limbuwan government”. Although this may largely be a symbolic political move and the Front is not 

believed to be seriously contemplating to undermine the existing state structure (as it could harm their 

prospects as a legitimate political actor in any future elections) it is indicative that groups may begin to take 

the initiative if they feel that the constitutional process upon which they staked their political aspirations has 

collapsed.  

 
Increased temperatures (up to 46 degree Celsius), dry winds and thunderstorms resulted in fire incidents in 

Siraha and Saptahari districts in the East and Banke and Rukum districts in the Mid West. In Rukum, the 

District Disaster Relief Committee (DDRC) provided immediate relief assistance to the families of the 

deceased children, among others. In Banke, the Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) provided non-food items 

(NFIs) to the fire victims of both Santhaliya of Holiya and Narainapur VDCs. According to the quick 

assessment report prepared by NRCS and UNICEF in Banke, the lack of food, shelter educational material, 

health and psychosocial counselling are the major gaps in those affected areas. Likewise, more than 200 

community forests in the Chure and Mahabharat ranges were burnt down in Dadheldhura District. Though 

accidental fires including forest fires during this time of the year are recurrent phenomenon across the 

country, the level of preparedness for immediate response is yet to be strengthened. A large forest fire broke 

out in Saleri Danda of Dhankuta District and damaged forests, including bio diversity with significant 

HUMANITARIAN UPDATE  
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environmental implications. Accidental fires in the Eastern Region have damaged a number of private 

houses, public buildings (including schools, health posts) and have caused injuries to people and 

livestock. The accidental fire reported from Aaurahi VDC in Siraha District destroyed 1,080 houses and 

affected 461 families with an estimated overall loss of NRs 10 million, including stored food grains and 

personal commodities. Likewise, smaller accidental fire incidents occurred in other districts of the region. 

Fires affected 40 families in Khotang, six in Saptari and two in Dhankuta districts.  

Windstorms were also recorded in the Eastern Region during the reporting period. One person was killed in 

Khotang District and extensive damage to crops and buildings was reported in other districts, including 52 

schools in Morang District and 1 in Udaypur District were damaged.  

A devastating flash flood on the Seti River hit the Kharapani settlement in Sardikhola VDC and Sadal in 

Machhapuchhre VDC of Kaski District on 5 May 2012. A total of 40 dead bodies have been recovered and 

31 persons have reportedly been missing as of 31 May 2012. Out of 40 bodies, 27 have been identified and 

handed over to their respective families and relatives. Most of the deceased were pilgrims, picnickers, 

locals, tourists and labourers working on sand/stone quarry at the river bank. In response, the Search and 

Rescue, Coordination and Communication, Education, Water Supply and Sanitation and NFI/Shelter 

clusters were activated for the response by the government. Damage assessments in the flood hit area have 

been completed and lead by the Kaski DDRC, supported by government agencies, security forces, NRCS, 

UN agencies, OXFAM and others. The DDRC mobilized security forces (Nepal Army, Nepal Police and 

Armed Police Force) for the immediate rescue, while the NRCS (in coordination with other humanitarian 

partners) also supported searching for dead bodies and missing people. Five excavators were mobilized to 

search for missing people and the DDRC provided NRs 125,000 to 27 families with deceased relatives, as 

relief support from the district level fund and Central Disaster Relief Committee (CDRC). NRCS Kaski 

distributed packages of food and NFIs equivalent to NRs 8000 to 40 affected families, while several local 

agencies including the media, provided NFIs to the survivors of the floods. The OCHA Humanitarian Support 

Unit (HSU) has produced dedicated situation reports on Seti Flood and Siraha fire incidents.
3
 

Disaster Preparedness and Response Planning (DPRP) 

A total of 68 districts across the country have completed their DPRPs.
4
 However, due to continuous bandhs 

in the FWR, the DPR plan revision processes in most districts in the FWR have slowed down. Bajhang and 

Doti districts organized a DDRC meeting and agreed to complete the revision process as soon as the 

situation normalises. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) is coordinating for organizing the International Search and Rescue 

Advisory Group (INSARAG) meeting in Nepal with the support of OCHA Geneva and OCHA HSU Nepal. 

OCHA HSU is engaged to advocate for developing the Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) capacity in the 

country and has provided support to draft a National Strategy in USAR development. OCHA HSU is also 

participating in different preparatory working group meetings for INSARAG jointly with the Government 

including donor coordination for developing a USAR team in the country in line with Nepal Risk Reduction 

Consortium (NRRC) Flagship Programme.  

Cluster updates 

Food Security Cluster 

The World Food Programme (WFP) formally handed over lead of the Food Security Cluster to the Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) on 31 May 2012 – Dr. Binod Shah will be the focal point for Food Security 

Cluster related activities. FAO will chair and assume the cluster lead role for the upcoming food security 

cluster meeting, which is tentatively planned for the first week of June 2012. WFP will continue to act as 

cluster co-lead for the cluster for the time being.  The Food Security Cluster has been helping to strengthen 

the response to the 2009 Koshi flood. 

                                                 
3
 See: http://www.un.org.np/resources/situation-update. 

4
 61 DPRPs have already been posted in the UN Nepal Information Platform: www.un.org.np. 

http://www.un.org.np/resources/situation-update
http://www.un.org.np/
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Health and Nutrition Cluster 

The Health and Nutrition cluster has conducted an integrated health, nutrition and WASH education 

campaign, focusing on hygiene promotion and hand washing and training 51 volunteers (NRCS and FCHVs) 

on WASH, nutrition, health, education and protection response following the Siraha fire incident. Trained 

volunteers and FCHVs are promoting breast feeding and IYCF through door-to-door visits to affected 

people. During the nutrition assessment, 100 per cent of 5 to 59 month-old children (a total 330) were 

assessed with Middle Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC). Out of total, only 6 were identified as severe 

acute malnutrition (SAM). The Child Health Division of the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) 

provided 1.75 metric tons of multiple micronutrient contained Wet Soya Blend (WSB) food to the affected 

children (6-59 months age) and pregnant and lactating women. All 330 children aged 5-69 months were 

provided 3.5 kg and 37 pregnant and lactating women were provided 7 kg for a month. UNICEF provided a 

tent to establish a maternity hub for new mothers in the affected community. Nutrition cluster has formed 

working and started working to develop flood scenario based contingency plan for the cluster. UNICEF sent 

three nutrition staff to response nutrition needs of affected communities focusing on under five years-old 

children and pregnant and lactating women.  

Education Cluster 

The Education Cluster organized cluster lead meetings at the Department of Education (DoE), and 

discussed the impact of the fires in Saptari and Siraha districts and the Seti floods of Kaski District on 

education. Education in Emergency Responses provided by education cluster members was also reviewed. 

The Education in Emergency (EiE) response updates by the cluster leads were shared among cluster 

members for their information. 

The Education cluster is developing / adopting ‘Education in Emergencies’ and ‘School Earthquake Safety 

Program’ (earthquake awareness) orientation materials in Nepali language, targeting district and 

community/school level stakeholders.  

The DoE has planned to conduct ‘ECD in Emergencies Orientation Workshop’ for the program personnel of 

MoE Agencies (DoE, NCED, CDC, NFEC, etc.) on behalf of the education cluster on 14 June 2012.  

Affected schools and students by the May Seti River flood and Siraha and Saptari fire incidents have re-

opened and resumed classes. A Total of 200 fire affected children from the Saptari fire incidents resumed 

classes at school, after receiving child kits from UNICEF (on behalf of the education cluster) and textbooks 

from the DEO, Saptari. 

In response to the Siraha fire incident, Save the Children distributed student kits to 531 children and 

supported four Child Friendly Safe Spaces (CFSS) on behalf of the education cluster. Since 23 May, eight 

classes (four in the morning and four in the day - two shifts) are running per day, and 224 children (98 boys, 

126 girls) aged 3-5 years are participating in Early Childhood Care and Development activities. Similarly, 

UNICEF provided two school kits to the schools of fire affected area on behalf of education cluster.  

The DEO has agreed to provide textbooks to affected children (free of cost) and day meal provision in CFSS 

is further being discussed. Save the Children is working together with NRCS, DDRC and DEO for the 

continued response to children in the fire affected area.  

Water and Sanitation (WASH) Cluster 

WASH cluster partners are closely coordinating to respond to the WASH needs of the Siraha fire incident. 

UNICEF, Save the Children, NEWAH, and NRCS are closely working with the Water Supply and Sanitation 

Division Office (WSSDO) in Siraha. WASH partners have managed temporary bathing spaces, repaired tube 

well, installed new hand pumps and have distributed bed nets, hygiene kits and buckets. WASH cluster has 

reported the gap of around 20 hand pumps in the affected area during the reporting period. 

Shelter Cluster 

The Shelter cluster met on Friday, 1 June, and deliberated on the ongoing response activities to the Siraha 

fire incidents that occurred on 5 May. A task team from DUDBC, UNHABITAT and NRCS has been 
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formulated to map out the ongoing response, available resources, current needs and gaps of shelter and 

Non Food Relief Items (NFRIs) in Siraha. UNHABITAT, DUDBC, Habitat for Humanity and NRCS jointly 

agreed and are ready to provide technical assistance during the construction of emergency shelters (see 

below). NRCS has distributed 347 NFRI sets (Tarpaulin, kitchen sets, clothing etc) to the fire affected 

families. DDRC meetings are being conducted  on a regular basis and the DDRC has decided to provide 

NRs 25,000. Similarly NRs 5,000 to each fire affected family have been earmarked. The District 

Development Committee also decided to provide NRs 1,000 to each fire affected family.  

Likewise, RRN, Save, Habitat for Humanity, Action Aid, Chamber of Commerce, Marwadi Trust and local 

agencies/entrepreneurs have supported the shelter NFRIs effort, with materials such as CGI sheets, 

bamboo, fixings etc and some agencies have committed cash and in-kind support.  

The meeting also discussed priority activities for the shelter cluster, for 2012. The Shelter Cluster Work Plan 

from 2011 was reviewed and those activities not implemented in 2011 and still relevant to 2012 will be also 

included in 2012 work plan. 

The NRCS has recently revised NFRIs kit based on past experiences and feedback from various agencies. 

The revised kit contain 12 items; Tarpulin-1, woollen blankets-2, printed saree-1, male cotton dhoti-1, navy-

blue shooting cloth-3.5 meters, printed cloth-2 m, plain clothes-2m,teri-cotton cloth-4m, kitchen utensils 1set, 

plastic water bucket with cover-1, nylon rope 10m, and plastic bag 1 piece. The kit is formulated, based on 

the assumption that, each household will comprise of a family size of six members. 

The RCHCO IMU produced a number of mapping products, some of which are listed below and also 
available on the Nepal Information Platform: http://www.un.org.np/resources/maps. 

Nepal: Siraha District Fire Incident (as of 18 May 2012) 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/nepal-siraha-district-fire-incident-18-may-2012   

Nepal: Siraha District Fire Incident (as of 16 May 2012) 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/ nepal-siraha-district-fire-incident-16-may-2012  

Nepal: Seti River Flooding Situation (as of 9 May 2012) 
http://www.un.org.np/maps/ nepal-seti-river-flooding-situation-9-may-2012  
 

 

Some of the recent reports available on the UN Nepal Information Platform are listed below: 

A Country Analysis with a Human Face (2011) 
http://www.un.org.np/reports/country-analysis-2011 

RCHCO Field Bulletin: Confrontation over federalism: Emerging dynamics of Identity based conflict and violence #41 
http://www.un.org.np/headlines/field-bulletin-issue-41 

Youth and the United Nations in Nepal 
http://www.un.org.np/reports/youth-and-united-nations-nepal 
 

CONTACT 
 

United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office 

UN House, Pulchowk, Kathmandu, Nepal (GPO Box 107) 

Phone: +977 1 5523200 Ext. 1518 | Fax: +977 1 5523991 | Email: rchco.nepal@one.un.org 

Visit the UN Nepal Information Platform at www.un.org.np 

 

RECENT MAPS AVAILABLE 

RECENT REPORTS AVAILABLE 

Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from media, UN, NGO and other development and 

humanitarian partners, subject to availability of data. Although the RCHCO aims to confirm reports independently, 

occasional factual inaccuracies can occur.  
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