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Highlights 

 At least 380,000 people are currently in need of 
assistance based on the SETSAN moderate 
scenario; 

 About 155,650 people received food assistance 
during February 2016 in Gaza, Inhambane and 
Sofala provinces; 

 The Ministry of Agriculture, based on the crop 
affected area, estimated that 261,000 farmers are 
currently affected by drought; 

 Updated forecast for the remaining period of rain 
season indicates that the rains will continue below 
normal in the South and Central region of the 
country;  

 On 9th February 2016, the Government of 
Mozambique requested additional support to 
respond to the current drought; 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation Overview 

The expected continuation of severe drought in central and southern regions of the country, as well as the heavy 

rains recorded in Messalo, Megarruma, Montepuez, and Muaguide river basins in the north, made the Government 

of Mozambique through the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) to activate an “Orange Institutional 

Alert,” on 15th January 2016 which enabled the activation of the National Emergency Operative Center (CENOE), 

prepositioning of means at risk areas, constant monitoring of situation evolution and providing some flexibility in the 

process of fund mobilization by humanitarian organizations to assist in response.  

The WFP bulletin of January 2016, Southern Africa Growing Season 2015-20161: Heading for a Record Drought 

Seasonal reported that the forecasts for the next stages of the growing season remain very pessimistic, raising the 

                                                      
 
1 http://reliefweb.int/report/world/wfp-seasonal-monitor-southern-africa-growing-season-2015-2016-heading-record-

drought  
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possibility of extensive crop failures despite some recent improvements in rainfall. The forecast for the January-

March period indicate markedly drier than average conditions in many areas of the region, particularly in southern 

half of Mozambique and other areas of southern Africa region.  

The update released by FEWSNET in January 2016, reported that, the first half of the 2015/16 agricultural season 

has been extremely poor across much of the far southern and central regions of Mozambique, with recorded rainfall 

of less than 50 percent of average in large areas. 

Regarding to the hydrological situation, the river basins record oscillatory water levels with downward trend in South 

and Central regions of the country. Furthermore, in the South region, the river basins record lower water levels 

compared to the last season (2014/2015) and El Niño year (1997-98). 

The most concerned dams at the moment in terms of water availability are Corrumana (22% of storage capacity) and 

Massingir (50% of storage capacity) dam which the main purpose is to supply water for irrigation. For the Corrumana 

dam it is expected that there will not be water available for irrigation in the second period of current agricultural 

season (April – September 2016) and the in case of Massingir the current supply is being ensured  through an 

emergency discharge through bottom outlet of the dam which is still in rehabilitation. 

The current official estimated number of people in Crisis (IPC Phase 3), requiring urgent food assistance, is 380,000 

people in Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, Tete and Sofala provinces. However, based on further analysis, FEWS NET 

(February 2016 update) estimates that approximately 600,000 people are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and need 

immediate food assistance, while another 600,000 are Stressed (IPC Phase 2) totalizing 1.2 million people in food 

insecurity situation. 

According to the ongoing food assistance plans and programs, which targeted about 155,650 people in February 

2016, the gap was estimated to be about 56,255 people which are in need of immediate food assistance. Note that 

this is only for food meaning that the total people in need require also assistance in water. 

As the current forecast is indicating that the rains will continue below normal in the South and some areas of the 

Central region of the country, the Technical Secretariat for Food Security and Nutrition (SETSAN) estimated that 

from March 2016 till the next rain season, the number of people that might be in need of assistance may vary from 

380,000 people in case of moderate scenario to 1.8 million people considering a worst-case scenario. This means 

that in the next couple of weeks the ongoing assistance will need to be doubled in order to satisfy the emerging needs 

of the affected people depleting rapidly the current response capacity. 

The agriculture sector in the South and Central region of the country is also very affected by drought as most of the 

population practices rainfed agriculture that relies on rainfall for crop production. According to the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security (MASA), the most affected provinces are Gaza, Tete, Sofala, Maputo and Inhambane 

provinces totalizing about 516,113 out of 530,000 ha and 245,473 out of 261,000 farmers affected in the country. 

Note that the number of farmers affected are based on the crop area affected by drought, meaning that in case of 

crop failure those farmers will need some assistance in terms of agriculture inputs. 

The cattle is also being severely affected and so far about 4,372 died. The South region of the country is rich in 

livestock with about 1,067,932 cattle representing about 69% of total effective existing in the country. The livestock 

in the country represents one of the main assets of the population in rural areas in terms of social and economic 

status. According to MASA, currently 28% of the cattle in the South region are at risk and facing lack of water and 

fodder. 

In the weeks of 11 and 18 February 2016, the Prime Minister (PM) visited the three provinces most affected by 

Droughts namely, Maputo, Gaza and Inhambane aiming to see the impact of water scarcity in the affected population 

and agricultural production and how the provincial governments are responding to the situation. At the end of the visit 

the PM recommended to: prioritize the vulnerable groups (children, disabled and elderly people) in food assistance; 

conduct a comprehensive needs assessment as well as the response capacity of the province; accelerate the drilling 

of boreholes planned for 2016; continue promoting trade fairs in drought affected districts; introduce school feeding 

program among other measures. 
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Funding 

The 2015/2016 Contingency Plan estimated a funding requirement of about 12.9 million USD to respond the 
immediate needs that might arise due to floods, droughts and strong winds. However, the Government of 
Mozambique through the Ministry of Economy and Finance made available about 4.9 million USD to respond to 
arising needs.  

Based on the forecast for the remaining period of the rain season, the scenarios developed by SETSAN and the 

current response capacity to address the needs of people affected, on 9th of February 2016, the Government of 

Mozambique through the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) sent a letter to the RC requesting 

additional support to respond to the current drought situation.  

In response to the Government request and in order to reinforce the UN response, the UN country team (UNCT) 

decided to allocate the remaining ONE UN fund from the current UNDAF of about US$ 750,000 for the Drought 

response. Besides this action, the UN submitted a concept note to the CERF secretariat seeking funding for 

immediate assistance to the drought affected population. 

Moreover, the HCT members have pledged financial support to the on-going drought response. DFID is funding a 

drought response project of 11 months implemented by COSACA with approximately 9 million GPB. Furthermore, 

Iris Aid provided financial support to CARE of 200,000 EUR for seeds acquisition and distribution. UNICEF and WV 

are also supporting the drought response with an estimated funding of US$ 540,000 (see table below).  

  

At the end of the Prime minister visit to Maputo and Gaza province, he announced an additional allocation of about 

US$ 1.8 million for water and food assistance in the two provinces. On 24th February, the RC convened a donor 

briefing aiming to share the information on the current drought situation and response as well as to deliver a message 

that more help is needed to face the situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donor/ 
Contributors 

Amount Implementing  
entities 

Intervention areas Targeted 
provinces 

UN US$ 750,000  FAO, UNICEF, 
WFP, UNDP, 
UNFPA and 
UNWOMEN 

Food security – food assistance, livestock 
assistance; Water supply; Mal nutrition 
screening and treatment;  Gender 
mainstreaming and cross cutting issues 

Maputo, 
Inhambane, Gaza 
and Tete 

DFID 8,960,460 
GBP 

COSACA Food security & livelihoods: vouchers for 
seeds, food; resilience activities; early 
warning/early action systems for drought 
crises; water: rehabilitation of existing & 
construction of new water sources;  

Gaza and 
Inhambane 

Iris Aid 200,000 EUR CARE  Food security (seeds) Inhambane 

UNICEF - 
Mozambique 

US$ 300,000  UNICEF-
Mozambique  

WASH and Nutrition Maputo, Gaza and 
Inhambane 

WV 
International 

US$ 238,820  WV 
Mozambique 

Food Security (Agriculture seeds and 
livestock assistance); WASH (water: 
Rehabilitation of existing & construction of 
new water sources) ;Health & Nutrition (care 
and feeding practices) 

Gaza province 
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Humanitarian Response 

The response actions to the current drought in the country are in Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane and Sofala provinces. 

The actions consists of food assistance, drilling/rehabilitation of water boreholes and in some cases water trucking 

to affected communities.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 FEWS NET expect that about 600,000 people (120,000 households-HHs) will be 

food insecure and currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and in need of urgent 

humanitarian response; 

 The Government of Mozambique, through the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) already 

requested UN support to assist about 380,000 people (76,000 HHs) from March 2016; 

 COSACA planned to distribute food vouchers to 10.000 HHs (50,000 people) till April 2016, seeds and 

agriculture tools to 4.000 HHs in the districts of Chigubo, Mabalane, Guijá, Chicualacuala in Gaza Province;  

 In Inhambane Province, specifically in the districts of Panda, Funhalouro, Mabote, Govuro and Homoíne, the 

consortium COSACA will be also distributing food vouchers to 10.500 HHs (52,500 people), seeds and 

agriculture tools tor 27,425 HHs. 

 SETSAN is conducting a Food Security and Nutrition (FSN) assessment to update the food security and 

nutritional situation of the people, since the last SETSAN assessment was carried out last November. The 

final report is due early April; 

 WFP is searching for funds for food assistance to about 300,000 food insecure people (60,000HHs) in the 

coming months (April- September 2016); 

 The Ministry of agriculture estimated that 261,000 farmers and about 530,000 ha are affected by droughts. 

 

Response: 

 COSACA distributed food vouchers to 10,000 HHs in the districts of Chigubo, Mabalane, Guijá and 

Chicualacuala in Gaza Province as planned and 10,469 HHs in Funhalouro and Homoíne districts in 

Inhambane Province; 

 COSACA also provided seeds and agricultural tools to 11,559 HH in  Funhalouro and Homoíne, Inhambane 

Province; 

 From November 2015 to February 2016, WFP assisted 53,150 people through food distribution (10,630 

HHs); 

 From March to May, WFP has planned food assistance to 32,650 people (6,530 HHs) in the districts of 

Chigubo, Guijá and Massangena in Gaza Province and Mutarara district in Tete province; 

 The UN in Mozambique allocated US$ 500,000 to support the ongoing food assistance and initiate the 

response in agriculture/livestock sector; 

 INGC sent a total of 473 tons of Maize and 57 tons of beans to assist 46,274 people during 30 days (month 

of March 2016) in Chibuto and Massingir districts; 

 Additional contributions that WFP recently received, will enable the expansion of food assistance in April 

2016 to additional 38,350 people (7,670 HHs) in 2 districts of Maputo Province (districts of Magude and 

Moamba) and 1 additional district of Gaza Province (Massingir district), reaching in April a total of 71,000 

people (14,200 HHs); 

 LWF will be assisting about 350 HHs in Chigubo district during the month of March 2016; 

 In summary, during March 2016, approximately 183,174 people will receive food assistance; 

155,650 people 

assisted with assorted 
food commodities 
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 The ongoing FSN assessment by SETSAN is being supported financially and technically by UNDP, WFP, 

FAO and UNICEF. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Based on the current response actions, the gap in terms of people that were not assisted in February is 

estimated in 56,255; 

 WFP estimated a funding shortfall for the next 6 months (April- September) to assist about 300,000 people 

to cost US$ 18.8 M; 

 COSACA is experiencing constraints in seed (maize and beans which are produced during rainy season) 

distribution to be effective in case of limited or no rain for the coming months. After discussions with the 

communities, Government (INGC) and DFID agreed to postpone the seeds distribution for the next 

agriculture season (August /September 2016); 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 Needs: 

 COSACA project planned to provide water to 24,000 HHs through rehabilitation of existing boreholes (132) 

and drilling new boreholes (21) in the provinces of Gaza and Inhambane; 

 In Maputo province alone, its estimate that at this point more than 26,500 people (about 5,300 families of 

which more than 36% are in Moamba and Magude districts) are in need of face difficulties to get water for 

drinking and domestic; 

 32,000 HHs planned by COSACA to receive certeza for water treatment in Gaza and Inhambane provinces; 

 During March 2016, LWF will also be targeting additional 2,183 HHs with Certeza for water treatment in Gaza 

province; 

 Two boreholes and four reservoirs of 10,000 liters each are planned to be done by LWF in the next months 

to beneficiate 3,000 HHs in Chokwe and Guijá districts, Gaza province. 

 

Response: 

 Sector/Cluster coordination mechanisms have been activated in close coordination with and active 

participation of the Government (the National Directorate for Water Supply and Sanitation – DNAAS). This 

includes also supporting Maputo provincial water authorities in planning and coordination of drought WASH 

response; 

 Under UN/UNICEF funding (US$ 340,000), on-going technical planning for construction of water supply 

facilities (a set of deep boreholes equipped with a pumping system powered by solar panels, elevated water 

tank and a water stand post) in Magude district, one of the most in need districts in Maputo province. It’s 

expected to benefit over 6,000 affected people; 

 Under UN/IOM funding, technical and financial assistance being provided to INGC-Maputo in coordination 

with national (DNAAS) and provincial water authorities for emergency water supply through water trucking 

in Moamba district; and expecting to benefit about 5,000 affected people.  

 About 5,700 affected people with safe drinking water through the rehabilitation of 19 boreholes in the 

provinces of Gaza (2) and Inhambane (17) under the drought response project being implemented by 

COSACA; 

 With support from World Vision, about to initiate the drilling of 30 new boreholes and rehabilitation of existing 

9 boreholes in five districts of Gaza province targeting about 9,000 affected people. 
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 With support from LWF, about to start the provision of water through water trucking  in  Chigubo, Chókwè 

and Guijá and Mabalane districts, Gaza province targeting about 2,183 households. The intervention will be 

complemented by the distribution of CERTEZA for point-of-use water treatment/disinfection. 

 Awareness raising campaign - through media, mobile radios - for rational use of water and conservation 

targeting about 50,000 people in  Maputo province and Municipality; involving coordination between ICS - 

INGC -DNAAS – IOM and WASH cluster 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Further technical assessments required particularly in central region to enable planning of appropriate water 
supply interventions; 

 Water provision through borehole drilling very challenging due to deep aquifers, poor water quality (high 
salinity) and high costs. 

 Water distribution planned will only cover 20% of the estimated needs during 2/3 months; further funding is 
needed to reach other critical communities and to extend the operations until a sustainable solution is viable. 

 Further resource mobilization required to expand the emergency water assistance while engaging other 
partners in longer term solutions. 

 
 

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 An estimated 72,374 children are expected to be malnourished over the next 6 

months in the 5 provinces affected by the drought; 

 Gaza and Inhambane are currently the two provinces most affected by the drought 

where 18,669 children acutely malnourished children live and where the risk of further 

worsening of the nutrition situation is higher; 

 An estimated 15,000 lactating women with children under 6 months could be affected by the food security 

crisis in term of capacity and practice to breastfeed in a context of an emergency. 

 Early detection and referral of acutely malnourished children and their treatment is needed. 

 

Response: 

 Support to SETSAN led assessment for food and nutrition security in drought affected areas: Maputo, Gaza, 

Inhambane, Manica, Sofala and Tete provinces; 

 Transporting urgent nutrition supplies to meet immediate demand;  

 Support the Health Provincial Directorates in Gaza and Inhambane to implement “Mobile Brigades” for 

treatment of malnutrition in the most affected areas by drought over the next 4 months. Implementation 

expected to start on 15th March targeting 18,669 malnourished children; 

 Care, World Vision and Save the children will start mass nutrition screening and referral in Inhambane and 

Gaza by early March. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Immediate funding gap for emergency response implementation of 540,000US$ (70% of gap related to 

procurement and distribution of Complementary food for moderately malnourished children); 

 Stock out of Nutrition Supplementary product (CSB+) for treatment of moderate malnutrition. 

 

72,374 
expected to be 
malnourished over the 
next 6 months 
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General Coordination 
The Government of Mozambique through INGC is leading the coordination of drought response in the affected 

provinces. The coordination meetings of the Technical Council for Disaster Management (CTGC) are being held at 

least once a week to continue monitoring the drought situation, response and gaps. On 16th February 2016, there 

was a Disaster Management Coordinating Council (CCGC) session to analyze the current drought situation, funding 

requirements and the ongoing response in the provinces of Maputo and Gaza.  

On 4th February 2016, INGC was invited to present the drought situation in the country to the development partners 

group (DPG). The main messages delivered by the government was that due to lack of rainfall and hence poor crop 

production, the number of people in food insecurity situation will most likely increase and the current capacity to 

respond is ensured till end of February 2016. From March onwards, the situation will demand additional efforts from 

the government to assist at least 380,000 people for six months or even 12 months till March 2017. 

The HCT is continuing to support the Government in the drought response mobilizing additional resources to leverage 

the current response efforts. Recently, the RC convened a donor briefing aiming to share the information on the 

current drought situation and to deliver a message that more help is needed to cope with the situation.  

SETSAN is at the moment in the field conducting the food security and nutrition assessment. The results of this 

assessment will guide and help the planning of the drought response for the next six months. The assessment report 

is expected to be available by early April 2016.  

From 7th to 11th March 2016 INGC will be conducting a rapid joint needs assessment supported by UN to the 

provinces of Sofala and Tete. The aim of this rapid assessment is to have a rapid and shared understanding about 

the drought impact in these two provinces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Ms Marcia de Castro, UN Resident Coordinator and HCT Chair, marcia.de.castro@one.un.org , Tel: +258 21 48 51 58 

Mr. Abdoulaye Balde, WFP Representative and HCT Working Group co-chair, Abdoulaye.balde@wfp.org, Cell: +258 823014280 

Mr. Michel Le Pechoux, UNICEF Deputy Representative and HCT WG co-Chair, mlepechoux@unicef.org, Cell: + 258 82 3148100      

Mr. Cláudio Julaia, Emergency Officer (HCT), claudio.julaia@one.un.org, Tel: +258 21 48 51 59, Cell: +258 827272860/844343870 

 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: claudio.julaia@one.un.org 
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