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This report is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator in Mozambique in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period 
from 12 to 23 January 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 28 January 2013. 

Highlights 

 

 On 22 January 2013, an institutional red alert was 
declared by the Disaster Management Coordination 
Council (CCGC) in an extraordinary meeting. 

 The same day, flooding in Chokwe and Guija districts 
in Gaza Province left 5 people dead and an estimated 
30,000 people in need of evacuation. The flooding is 
caused by high water outflow from South Africa and 
Zimbabwe.  

 The evacuation in both Chokwe and Guija is ongoing, 
and more than 10,000 people at risk have already 
been moved to 4 temporary shelters in the surrounding 
highlands. 

 Affected people continue to receive food and non-food 
items at the nine temporary shelters set up around 
Maputo city. 

 

Situation Overview 
The extraordinary meeting of the Coordinating Council of Disaster Management (CCGC) held on 22 January 
culminated in the declaration of an institutional Red Alert, 10 days after an orange alert was declared. The 
institutional red alert set up a full activation of CENOE and UNAPROC, supported by the Humanitarian Country 
Team (HCT), in order to save lives and to ensure the safety and security of affected populations by meeting their 
most basic needs for food, water, health, shelter, protection and logistics, as well as to assess the adequacy of 
available supplies and other relevant response means.  

Following the red alert, the peak of high water outflow from South Africa reached Limpopo and Incomati basins in 
Gaza province. This caused the flooding in Chokwe and Guija districts in this province. The water levels in Limpopo 
and Incomati evolving very rapidly, and the stabilization of the situation in upstream countries (from South Africa 
and Zimbabwe). One of the main issues that prompted the worsening of the situation in Chokwe and Guija, besides 
soil saturation and flooding, is the state of the dyke in Chokwe. This dyke already was damaged by the heavy rains 
during tropical depression Dando in 2012 and not fully rehabilitated. 

With the red alert, people started to evacuate on their own, especially around Guija and Chokwe districts. 
Unfortunately some people did not do so in time and are now stranded on house roofs in high areas in Guija and 
Chokwe. Evacuation boats reached many but not all because of strong water current. Other affected people were 
evacuated by trucks.  

About 30,000 people out of the total population in this area (55,000 inhabitants) are at risk living in low-lying zones. 
If the water level continues to rise, more people in Chibuto and lower Xai-Xai City, also in Gaza Province, may be 
affected. On 22 January 2013, five (5) persons have reportedly died in the heavy rains. A considerable number of 
houses, social infrastructure, access roads and bridges were damaged or blocked. Basic services such as banks, 
shops, schools and hospitals are closed. Implicitly this indicates that the socioeconomic loss of this flooding may 
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potentially be huge. A more comprehensive overview of the situation will soon be available, as multisectoral teams 
are presently conducting assessments in the fields and providing punctual support to those affected (table 1). In 
general, preliminary data indicates that the situation in Guija and Chokwe are complex and evacuation is still 
ongoing. 

Table 1: Cumulative Impact from 12 to23 January 2013 

Provinces  Deaths 
Affected 
people 

Temporarily 
displaced 

people 

Houses destroyed 
Classrooms 

Totally Partially Inundated 

Gaza 7 30,000 10,000 18 263 549  - 

Inhambane  - 775 154 32 - - 4 

Manica 1 11,600 -  1,744 814  - 0 

Maputo City  5 5,222 5,222 105 -  679 1 

Sofala 0 135 -  26 8 - 15 

Zambezia 4 1,914 400 87 160 - 5 

Total  17 49,646 15,776 1,994 985 679 25 

 

While the meteorological situation is stabilizing in the southern regions, intense rains are expected over the next 2 
to5 days in the central and northern regions, which together with already high hydrometric levels might worsen the 
situation in the lower Zambezi basin.  

Funding 
The response is secured by MT120 million (about US$4 million) of funds allocated by the Government of 
Mozambique to the Contingency Plan, which should be complemented by resources from HCT members. 
Government Emergency Funds have been decentralized to ….. 

However, as the stock of food and non-food items is reduced. HCT clusters will most likely require donors to 
support the intervention. In this regard, clusters are working to collect and analyze information to quickly draft a 
funding request to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). 

Humanitarian Response 
The institutional red alert, declared on 22 January 2013, seeks coordinated and effective harmonization of actions 
of various actors (Government Sectors at various levels, Local Disaster Risk Management Committees, UN System 
and Civil Society Organizations) in the process of humanitarian assistance to victims of the disaster. As 
data/information is still scarce, an aerial mission was also carried out on 22-23 January 2013 to affected areas to 
assess damage and needs. 

UNAPROC’s intervention has been crucial to ensure the safety to people who were not able to evacuate in time in 
some of the affected areas. This action was complemented by local disaster management committees, which have 
been supporting affected population since the early stages of the emergency. The HCT clusters composed of UN 
Agencies and NGOs are currently working closely with Government in coordination, conducting assessments, 
analyzing and pre-positioning key non-food item stocks in strategic locations. 

 Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 The most part of agriculture crops in Chokwe and Guija have been affected and, in 
some cases destroyed, by floods. 

 In Maputo City, several social infrastructures (bridges, roads, schools, etc.) have 
been seriously damaged. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Recovery funds for destroyed crops will be needed after emergency phase in Gaza Province. An in-depth 
sector assessment should be conducted. 

 Around US$30 million will be needed to rehabilitate damaged infrastructures in Maputo City. 
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 Education 

Needs: 

 According to available data, 25 classrooms have been destroyed in the affected 
provinces. 

 School material has been lost due to floods. 

Response: 

 In Sofala Province, where 15 classrooms were destroyed, the Provincial Operations Center (COE) distributed 
plastic sheeting to set up temporary classrooms in the affected schools. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Assessments are ongoing to determinate the extent of the damages in this sector. 

Emergency Telecommunications 

Needs: 

 Communication to the affected population is difficult due to electricity power cut in most part of flooded areas. 
People cannot be reached as there is no means of charging their mobile devices. 

Response: 

 Emergency Telecommunication Cluster is looking at mobile telecommunication equipment to be sent to the 
field. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Funding is needed to ensure that communications are operational in the field. 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Affected people, especially, those displaced in temporary shelters are in need of 
food assistance. 

Response: 

 WFP has some buffer stock in its regular development program to assist 75,000 
people for a month, and this could be used to assist about 120,000 people for 15 
days. 

 Food items started moving already to the 4 temporary shelters south of Chokwe, by midday today for 4,000 
people, one week ration of maize and pulses. 

 Government and partners are providing food rations to displaced people in temporary shelters in Maputo City. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 With the deterioration of the situation, Food Security Cluster will require funding to support the Government 
response in this sector. 

 Health 

Needs: 

 At least, 3 hospitals in Gaza province are no longer operational; patients moved to 
temporary shelters in Chokwe, where some medical tents, provided by UNICEF, 
have been set up. 

 Evacuated inpatients from affected hospitals are in urgent need of the following 
items: 3 mobile hospital tents; 15,000 mosquito nets; 5,000 boxes of Certeza and 
500kg of chlorine. 

 Clear risk of cholera, malaria, other diarrheal disease and pneumonia. 
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Response: 

 Evacuation of the flooded hospital including patients. 

 Identification of the site to set up a mobile hospital in temporary shelters in Guija and Chokwe. 

 UNICEF has already moved to provide about 5,000 mosquito nets. 

 WHO to receive 1 technical expert from regional office and provide 2 other technical staff for the mission. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The main hospital in Chokwe was evacuated and the availability of mobile hospital tents and hygiene material 
is crucial. 

 A team will evaluate the health situation in Gaza Province; plan to leave on 26 January 2013. 

Logistics 

Needs: 

 Needs should identified after ongoing assessments 

 However, roads, bridges and other main infrastructures have been seriously damaged, so access of 
humanitarian assistance to affected people is difficult 

Response: 

 Logistics Cluster met on 24 January 2013 to discuss and agree on an emergency action plan to ensure 
humanitarian access to flooded areas. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Financial support will be required, according to identified needs through ongoing assessments. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 After preliminary observations in temporary shelters, basic equipment and sanitation facilities must be set up to 
ensure safety and protection. 

Response: 

 The Protection Cluster, including the Ministry of Women and Social Affairs, is on the ground closely monitoring 
the situation and providing proper assistance to vulnerable people. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Protection concerns should be closely monitored in temporary shelters. 

 Unaccompanied minors in temporary shelters should be identified. 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 In Chokwe and Guija (Gaza Province) 30,000 people out of a total population of 
55,000 inhabitants are in need of evacuation. 

 3,000 to 4,000 tents are needed for temporary shelters in Gaza Province. 

Response: 

 The evacuation in both Chokwe and Guija is ongoing, and more than 10,000 people at risk were moved to two 
accommodation centers in Javanhane (Guija) and Chiakelani (Chokwe).  

 Non-food items started moving already to the 4 temporary shelters south of Chokwe, by midday today for 4,000 
people. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Evacuation of people in Chokwe and Guija should be completed and to ensure that basic needs of affected 
people and protection are met. 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Preliminary assessment indicates the need for 5,000 latrine slabs; 20 bladders of 
10,000 litres; 30 bladders of 5,000 litres; plastic deposit 120 units; buckets 5,000; 
jerrycans 5,000; plastic tarpaulin 3,000 rolls; wood poles 9,000; water purification 
tablets 5,000 boxes; wire 100 rolls; soap 5,000 boxes; chlorine 500 boxes; chlorine 2 
tons; water treatment system 3 units; sanitation kits 1,000. 

Response: 

 Multisectoral WASH teams are currently in Gaza to provide technical support as well as support the entire 
response process. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Road access is blocked, which may impede rapid access to and movement of goods. 
 

General Coordination 
As indicated above, the Disaster Management Coordination Council (CCGC) have declared an Institutional Red 
Alert from Orange on 22 January 2013, meaning full activation of the National Emergency Operation Centre 
(CENOE) and the National Civil Protection Unit (UNAPROC) for coordinating search and rescue operation to 
people at risk during and/or in an occurrence of a natural disaster, with the support of the Humanitarian Country 
Team. 

After the declaration of red alert by the CCGC, daily CTGC meetings continue including sectoral meetings at 
CENOE. This ensures adequate monitoring of the hydro-meteorological situation throughout Mozambique and in 
upstream countries, which are currently stabilizing. The Humanitarian Country Team Working Group (HCTWG) 
tightened coordination with government sectors at central levels and is currently deploying more staff (Food 
Security, WASH, Shelter, Education, Protection, Health and Logistics) to Chokwe and Guija to support the local 
structures and the rest of the process. OCHA deployed a Humanitarian Affairs Officer to support the UNRC’s Office 
and HCT in coordination and information management issues. 

Other HCT cluster members including WASH, Health, Education and Protection, are still closely monitoring the 
situation in Central Region, where they were deployed last week to support the Regional CENOE based in Caia. 
This Central Region is still at risk of flooding as water levels are still high and the forecast estimates heavy rains in 
the regions along the Zambezi basin for the next 2 to 5 days. 
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Background on the crisis 
 

The Mozambique Disaster Management Technical Council (CTGC) activated the orange alert on 12 January 2013, due to the heavy rains 
that caused an increase of hydrometric levels in main river basins in the southern regions (Limpopo, Incomati, Inhanombe and Save) and 
central part of the country (Zambezi, Pungoe and Buzi). Since then, Government and humanitarian partners scaled up monitoring measures 
and strengthen preparedness for response in most affected areas and other at high-risk. On 22 January 2013, the Disaster Management 
Coordination Council (CCGC) declared an institutional red alert to strengthen Government and partners’ actions to respond to humanitarian 
needs of affected people. 

 
Source: NASA MODIS, ITHACA Analysis 

For further information please contact:  

Ms Jennifer Topping, UN Resident Coordinator and HCT Chair, jennifer.topping@one.un.org, Tel: +258 21 48 51 58 

Ms Lola Castro, WFP Representative and HCT Working Group Chair, lola.castro@wfp.org, Cell: +258 823 014 280  

Mr Casimiro Sande, Emergency Officer (HCT), casimiro.antonio@one.un.org, Tel: +258 21 48 51 59, Cell: +258 845 595 028 

 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: casimiro.antonio@one.un.org 
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