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Situation Overview 

 
 Erratic rainfall was received in the month of March across Agro-pastoral and pastoral 

livelihood zones. The situation is below normal at this particular period of the year. 

The month was characterized by chilly temperature with cloud cover.  

 The onset of long rains was characterized by below average rainfall amounts. 

 Quality and quantity of browse and pasture is fair and improving when compared to 

the preceding month and is normal across the livelihood zones. Standing hay 

improved.  
 Household water distance reduced from 4.25km in the preceding month to 2km in the 

month under review. The situation was attributed recharging of water reservoirs. 

Household water waiting time also reduced from 3.45hrs to 2.05hrs.  

 Livestock accessibility to water improved when compared to the preceding month.  

The situation was attributed to improved security, recharging of water reservoirs such 

as; water pans, natural wells and ponds due to the rainfall experienced. Average 

grazing distance reduced from 14.05km in the preceding month to 11.2km in March. 

 Livestock body condition was fair and improved when compared to the preceding 

month because of improved pasture and recharging of water reservoirs. The situation 

is expected to improve further as heavy rains are anticipated in the month of April. 

 Average price of milk increased from Kshs.57 in the preceding month to Kshs.63 in 

the month of March. Increased milk prices were mainly attributed to low milk 

production. 

 Cattle prices paltry increased from Kshs.19600 in the preceding month to Kshs.20200 

in the month of March. This was attributed to slight improvement in body condition 

which led to a gradual surge in cattle prices. 

 Goat’s prices significantly increased from Kshs.3088 in the preceding month to 

Kshs.3985 in the month of March. This was attributed to improved body condition 

and reduced supply of goats in the market.  

 Sheep prices increased from Kshs.4000 in the preceding month to Kshs.4750 in the 

month of March. 

 Maize prices remained constant at Kshs.40 from the preceding month under review. 

Beans prices reduced from Kshs.77 in February to Kshs.68 in March. Prices of sifted 

Maize, posho and rice retailed at Kshs.95, Kshs52 and Kshs95 respectively across the 

livelihood zones. 

 Nutritional status of children under 5 years of age was poor but improved. During the 

month under review, children rated being at risk of malnutrition reduced from 45.5% 

in February to 17.15% in March based on MUAC cut off. This was due to improved 

livestock body condition, accessibility to health facilities, improved security situation 

which led to resettlement of the affected households and improved milk consumption 

amongst children below the age of five years. 

 Security situation across the livelihood zones greatly improved. Peaceful cohesion 

was achieved and the displaced population from Butiye, Odda, Goromuda, Sessi,Kate 

and Illadu have started going back.  
 

The early warning stage for March 2014 for Moyale Sub-County is Alert with an improving trend. 

 

 

 

 



3.          EWS BULLETIN-MOYALE- MARCH 2014 

 

Recommendations to sub-county steering group 

 Early  warning  system  feedback,  rapid  food  security  assessments  and  quarterly 

meetings should  be strengthened. 

 Conservation of standing hay and pasture establishment through rangeland reseeding. 

 There should be sustained dialogue meetings to follow up the resolutions passed by the 

Sub-County Peace Committee and National Government. 

 Supplementary feeding to children under the age of 5 years should be enhanced by 

various health and nutritional actors to reduce poor nutritional levels. 

 Community health services to be strengthened through deliberate involvement of CHEWs 

in community mapping, mobilization and all CHWs to be attached to a CHEW. 

 Support  the  reconstruction  of settlements  for  households  that  were  displaced  in  

Iladu, Mansile, Heillu, Sessi, Goromuda, Butiye, Manyatta and Funanyata. 

 

Current Interventions 

Food Intervention 

 Concern Worldwide is currently supporting 3,300 families with food vouchers worth 

3,000/= and redeemed on monthly basis to the selected vendors within beneficiaries 

proximity. PACIDA is also supporting 1,600 families with food vouchers. 

 The national government  distributed  relief food of 700 bags of Beans @ 50kg, 500 bags 

of Rice @ 50kg, 6*3Litres of Vegetable oil(100 cartons) to the most vulnerable 

households.  

 Food for Asset activities is ongoing targeting 24,400 households and is spearheaded by 

World Vision Kenya as the lead agency. 

 PACIDA carried out water trucking to households in Watiti, Laqi, Butiye, Sessi, Heillu 

and Goromuda. 

 Ministry of Agriculture supplied certified and drought resistant seeds to households. ADS 

also provided households in Guyotimo with DTC crops. 

 ADS has provided 70kg of sudan grass, 50kg of boma rhodes for establishment of pasture 

enclosures in Elabor. This will help calves, gestating and lactating livestock.   

 

Non-Food Interventions 

 World Vision Kenya, WFP and NDMA are currently carrying a mid-term evaluation of 

PRRO. 

 Concern Worldwide currently running 22 outreaches in Moyale Sub-County i.e. see the 

attached schedule and 5 outreach sites in Sololo districts. The outreaches offer integrated 

services (treatment of the sick, promotive health as well as preventive health). The MOH 

takes lead in their operations with Concern supporting in logistics. The operational static 

public health facilities in Moyale (11/16) and Sololo (13/14) are offering nutrition 

services and especially in the outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP), supplementary 

feeding programme (SFP) and inpatient services at both Moyale hospital and Sololo 

mission hospital. 
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1.0 Environmental Indicators 

1.1 Rainfall 

 
SOURCE: METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT 

 

   Amount of rainfall 
55.8ml of rainfall was received in the month of March which was minimal. In comparison to the 

Long-term rainfall average of 53.56ml, rainfall situation was 4.2% above normal compared to a 

normal year. 

 Temporal distribution 
The temporal distribution of the long rains was poor as the season was characterized by erratic 

rains in mid-march. The rains are projected to end in the end of April, which is below the normal 

cessation period for the long rains which is usually in early May. 

 Spatial distribution 
The Long rains were unevenly distributed spatially across the livelihood zones. The northeastern 

part of the Sub-county received normal rainfall amounts, the north-western, central and south-

eastern parts of the sub-county received below to near normal rainfall amounts. However the 

western part of the sub-county received the lowest rainfall. 

 

1.2 Condition of Natural Vegetation and Pasture  

1.2.1 Quality of Natural Vegetation and Pasture 

Pastures and browse quality were fair and improved when compared to the preceding month. 

Onset of long rains experienced was erratic and unreliable which partially improved the quality 

of pasture and browse.  Compared to a normal year, the quality of pasture and browse are 

normal. 

 

1.2.2 Quantity of Natural Vegetation  

The quantity of Pasture and browse within livelihood zones in the month under review was fair. 

Standing hay greatly slightly improved.  
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1.2.3 Distance to grazing areas 

 
Source (NDMA, n=236 Households) 

On average, distance covered by livestock from the grazing areas to the main water sources 

within the month of March was 11.2kms. Average grazing distance reduced from 14.05kms in 

February to 11.2kms in March across the livelihood zones. Reduced distance from the grazing 

areas to the main water points was attributed to recharging of water reservoirs and improved 

security. The  watering  frequency for  all livestock  species  range between  1-3  days  in the 

agro-pastoral  areas  and  3-5  days  in  pastoral livelihood  zones,  and  is  normal.  

In comparison to the long term grazing distance covered at this time of the year, the current 

distance of 11.2kms is below normal when compared to the long-term distance of 12.9kms. 

 

1.3 Water sources and Availability 

Water sources 

MAIN SOURCES OF WATER 

 
Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

 

Water availability and accessibility was fair within the livelihood zones because of improved 

security and recharging of water reservoirs. Households in both Agro-pastoral and Pastoral 
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livelihood zones were depending on pans, boreholes and shallow wells for both domestic and 

livestock consumption. The current situation is normal at this period of the year. The main 

sources of water in both Agro-pastoral and Pastoral livelihood zones were pans, boreholes and 

shallow wells at 50%, 42% and 8% respectively. 

 

1.3.1 Household access to water 

 
Source (NDMA, n=236 Households) 

The current trekking distances to water sources for domestic use is 2.0kms across the livelihood 

zones. In comparison to the month of February, where the distance covered from the households 

to the main water source was 4.25kms, the average distance covered in search of water for 

domestic consumption reduced in the month under review. Reduced household water distance 

was attributed to recharging of water reservoirs, accessibility of water sources and improved 

security. The current household water distance of 2.0kms is below the normal distance of 3.4kms 

at this particular period of the year.  

On average, waiting time at the water source reduced from 3.45hrs in the preceding month to 

2.05hrs in the month of March across the Livelihood zones. Most of the households are accessing 

water free of charge from open water sources. Where boreholes are in use, water prices are 

within the normal range of Ksh.3-5 per 20 liter jerry can. However, in Moyale Township a 20 

litre jerry can is selling for upto Kshs.50 from water vendors and average household water 

consumption is 5Litres per person.  

 

1.4 Emerging Issues 

1.4.1 Insecurity/conflict/ Human Displacement 

Security situation across the livelihood zones greatly improved. Peaceful cohesion was achieved 

and the displaced population from Butiye, Odda, Goromuda, Sessi,Kate and Illadu have started 

going back.  

 

1.4.2 Migration 

Households who were displaced as a result of conflict have returned back to their original homes. 

Households from Huri Hills also migrated to Baderero in Sololo because of insecurity in Forole. 

Migration of livestock into Moyale is normal at this time of the year. Livestock are migrating 

into the agro-pastoral area from Wajir and Ethiopia. 

 

1.4.3 Other factors likely to affect Livelihoods 

Notable factor likely to affect livelihoods is overstretching of the existing scarce resources and 

food shortage.  
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1.5 Implications on food security 

Households   who were displaced are migrating back to their original homes. Most of the 

affected households do not have a source of income and food basket is depleted. This may result 

to an increase of food crisis. 

 

2.0 Rural Indicators (Food Availability) 

2.1 Livestock Production 

2.1.1 Livestock body condition 

Livestock exhibited fair body condition. The current livestock body condition is normal at this 

particular period of the year. Fair livestock body condition will lead to slight reduction in milk 

production and marginal returns hence food insecurity. 

 

2.1.2 Livestock Diseases 

While no outbreaks of livestock diseases have been reported, there is an upsurge of endemic 

livestock diseases such as the contagious caprine pleupneumonia (CCPP) in the small stock; and 

contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP) and hemorrhagic septicemia in cattle, in both 

livelihood zones. However livestock mortalities are not outside the normal range for all species. 

 

2.1.3 Milk Production 

 
 

From the figure shown above, milk production was highest in MadoAdhi and Bori at 43% and 

18% respectively. However, milk production was recorded at its lowest in Walda and Heillu at 

2% and 1% respectively. 

During the month under review, average milk produced was 0.94% per household.  

This exhibited an increase from 0.64% recorded in the previous month. The production of milk 

during this month is normal compared to this particular period of the year. Increased milk 

production was attributed to fair livestock body condition, improved pasture and browse and 

accessibility to water reservoirs. 
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2.2 Crop production 

2.2.1 Timeliness and Condition of Various Crop Production Activities 
Onset of Long rains has an impact on crop production. Farmers have already planted in 

anticipation of heavy rainfall in the month of April. Rainfall received in the month of March was 

erratic and unevenly distributed. Improved security and reconciliation efforts have enhanced the 

propensity of farmers to prepare their farms in time. 

 

2.2.2Pests and Diseases 

There were no notifiable cases of pests and diseases. 

 

2.2.3 Harvest 

There was no harvest of crops in the month under review. 

 

2.2.4 Implication on Food Security 

Food security is expected to improve due to the fact that crop cultivation has increased and 

farmers are able to co-exist peacefully and mutually. 

 

3.0 Access to food 

3.1 Livestock Marketing 

3.1.1 Cattle Prices 

 
Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

As  shown  in the figure above, cattle  prices  are  well  above  the long term mean though on a 

increasing trend from February when a cattle was  costing  Ksh.19,600 to  Ksh.20,200 in March.  

The current price is 160% above the Long term mean.  

 

Gradual increase in cattle prices within the livelihood zones were attributed to fair body 

condition of cattle and reduced supply of cattle by pastoralists in the market.  

 

3.1.2 Goats Prices 
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Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

 

On average, the price of goat in the month of March was Kshs.3, 985. In comparison to the 

month of February where on average the price of goats was Kshs.3, 088, goat prices increased 

because of reduced supply of goats in the market. The current prices are above normal at this 

particular period of the year and are 86% above the Long term mean. 

 

3.1.3 Sheep Prices 

 
Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

From the figure shown above, Sheep prices increased from Kshs. 4000 in the preceding month to 

Kshs.4750 in the month under review. Relative to a normal year, the current sheep price of 

Kshs.4750 is above normal when compared to a price of Kshs.4000 and is 19% above the normal 

price. Sheep prices reduced also because of reduced supply of sheep in the market. 

 

3.2 Milk Consumption 

On average the milk consumed per household was half bottle of 750ml in the month of March. In 

comparison to the month of February where the average milk consumed per household was half 

bottle of 750ml, the milk consumption level per household remained constant for three 

consecutive months due to low milk production. 
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3.3.0 Crop prices-(Maize, Beans, Posho and Rice) 

3.3.1 Maize Prices 

 
Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

 

On average, a kilogram of maize was selling for Ksh.40 in March which remained constant when 

compared to the preceding month. The retail market price of maize was   35% above the five 

year average. Maize price is uniform across the livelihood zones. Maize prices  are  likely  to  

gradually  increase through  July  2014  when  the  next harvest is expected . Constant maize 

prices were mainly attributed to no deviation in the factors that affects the demand and supply of 

maize from February to March. 

 

3.3.2 Beans Prices 

2014 Beans Prices Compared to 2013 Beans Prices 

 
Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

 

During the month of  March, the average  market  price of Beans across the livelihood zones 

was  Kshs.68  per  kg.  This  exhibited  a slight decline from  Kshs.77 in the month  of February. 

Reduced Beans prices were attributed to increased cross-border trade.Beans prices are 1.5% 

below  normal compared to a normal year. 
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3.3.3 Rice Prices 

 
Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

 

In the month of March, the average market price of Rice across the livelihood zones was Kshs.95 

per kg.  This exhibited a gradual decline from Kshs.102 recorded in the month of February. 

There was a reduction in rice prices because of increased supply due to cross-border trade. 

Compared to a normal year, current rice price is 22% above normal.  

 

3.3.4 Posho Prices 

 
Source: NDMA, n=236 Households 

During the month of March, the average market price for posho across the livelihood zones was 

Kshs.52 per kilogram. This price was a decrease from Kshs.59 recorded in the month of 

February. In comparison to a normal year where the price of posho per kilogram is Kshs.40, the 

current posho prices are 30% above normal at this particular period of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12.          EWS BULLETIN-MOYALE- MARCH 2014 

 

3.4 Income 

MAIN SOURCES OF INCOME 

 
Source: NDMA, n=180 households 

From the figure shown above, 27%, 19%, 16 % and 12% of the households were engaged in 

casual labour, sale of livestock, petty trade and sale of livestock products respectively. 

Proportion of the households that were engaged in remittances, sale of wood products and formal 

employment were 9%, 9% and 8% respectively across the livelihood zones.  

 

3.4.1 Crop Income 

Income from crop sales accounted for 0% of the total household income hence no household 

engaged in crop income activities. This was also the situation in the months of January and 

February. 

  

3.4.2 Livestock income 

Income from livestock sales accounted for 19% of the total household income in the month of 

March, in comparison to the month of February where income from sale of livestock also 

accounted for 19% of the total household income; there was no change in income from sale of 

livestock. This was because of the pastoralists were not willing to dispose off the livestock 

because of fair and improving livestock body condition.  

 

3.4.3 Other Income 
Casual labour accounted for 27% of the total household income in the month of February 2014, 

compared to the preceding month where 22% of the households were engaged in casual labour, 

there was an increase in income from casual labour because most of the people who were 

employed in the road construction industry and other enterprises were now willing to go back 

and work because of improved security situation.  

 

3.5 Terms of trade 

Terms of trade reduced from 0.35in the month of February to 0.3 in the month under review. 

Reduced terms of trade illustrate that in general prices for cereals and legumes have reduced. 

This implies unfavourable terms of trade to traders and increased purchasing power of 

consumers/households. 
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 3.5.1Cereal – Meat Price ratio 
 

Average price of 1kg of cereal maize was Kshs.40 while average price of shoat meat was 

Kshs.158, this will translate to 1kg of shoat meat purchasing four kilograms of maize. 

   

The current terms of trade are in favour of livestock producers (pastoralists) who are able to get 

more cereal products with less quantity of livestock products. 

 

 

Implications on Food Security 

 

Reduced terms of trade exhibits that in general households are food secure because of high 

purchasing power. Livestock prices are likely to increase further as livestock body conditions are 

fair and improving and households are not under pressure to dispose livestock (destocking) 

because of improved indicators of drought. 

 

4.0 Welfare (Utilization of food) 

4.1 Nutritional status of Children under 5 years (MUAC<135mm) 

 
Source: NDMA, N=1093 Children 

 

Nutritional status of children under 5 years of age was poor but improved. During the month 

under review, proportion of children rated being ‘at risk’ of malnutrition reduced from 45.5% in 

February to 17.15% in March which is 38% above the five year average. This was due to 

improved indicators of drought, accessibility to health facilities, improved security which led to 

resettlement of the displaced population. The trend of MUAC has been fluctuating since January. 

However, the  trend  of MUAC  is expected to  follow  seasonal  patterns  during  the  short  dry  

season  and  could  decline further  in  May-June  after  kidding  and  lambing  peak. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.1 Rapid Nutritional Assessment 

Division Under 5 Years 
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TOTAL 

SCREENED 
SAM 

% 

SAM 
MAM 

% 

MAM 

At 

Risk' 

% 

'At 

Risk' 

Normal 
% 

Normal 
Oedema 

OBBU 

(SOLOLO) 
1739 19 1.1% 42 2.4% 386 

22.2

% 
1206 69.4% 0 

URAN 

(SOLOLO) 
1014 15 1.5% 63 6.2% 286 

28.2

% 
730 72.0% 0 

GOLBO 

(MOYALE) 
1708 50 2.9% 120 7.0% 355 

20.8

% 
1196 70.0% 1 

CENTRAL 

(MOYALE) 
3320 54 1.6% 149 4.5% 432 

13.0

% 
2709 81.6% 2 

TOTAL 7781 138 1.8% 372 4.8% 1451 
18.6

% 
5824 74.8% 3 

In total, 94 of the 195 villages in Moyale and Sololo were covered which represents 48% 

coverage. The results indicated that overall the GAM Rate using MUAC was 6.7% which is high 

compared with the August SMART Survey which showed a GAM Rate of 3.2% using MUAC 

and this is an indication of a deteriorated Nutrition Situation in Sub-County. It is also important 

to note that the divisions in the Moyale Districts (Central and Golbo) recorded higher SAM Rate 

which may be attributed to the low service delivery at the health facilities in the period between 

July and December 2013 as a result of the tribal crashes in the area. In total, 9 out of 16 health 

facilities were closed in this period in Moyale District. It is also worth noting the high proportion 

of children at risk of malnutrition in the sub-county. 

4.2Health 

There were no notifiable reported cases of disease outbreak amongst the under five years of age. 

Malnutrition prevalence for the PLWs was found to be high with the worst hit area being Obbu 

Division in Sololo that recorded a prevalence of 32.8%. 

4.3 Flagged Areas 

215 Households from Huri Hills have been displaced to Elbora in Sololo because of insecurity in 

Forole and therefore require immediate intervention in food and nom-food items. 

 

5.0. Coping Strategy 

 
Coping strategy index reduced from 2.3 in February to 1.55 in March hence households were 

more food secure. Notable coping strategies included reduction in the number of meals, purchase 

of food on credit, swapping to cheaper meals, and other negative coping strategies.  


