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 UPDATE                                       14 – 20 July   

HIGHLIGHTS: Due to serious protection concerns expressed by the humanitarian community, the Bartella site, east of Mosul, opened by the Government on 9 July to hold 

families perceived to have relatives affiliated with extremist groups, was closed on 17 July. UNHCR has also provided office containers and equipment in four locations (civil 

directorate and court offices in Hammam Alil and Mosul) to support the effort of authorities in providing IDPs and returnees with civil identity documents.  
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**Protection monitoring information includes data from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016 
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 UPDATE                                       14 – 20 July   

Displacement and access to safety 

Nearly 10 days after the announcement of victory over extremist groups, the security situation in west Mosul, 

Tel Afar, Hawiga and other surrounding areas remains precarious. There have been reports of sporadic clashes 

between Iraqi Security Forces and extremists in some west Mosul neighborhoods. Despite this, most new dis-

placements have been from Tel Afar and Hawiga. High home rentals in east Mosul, the inability to return to west 

Mosul due to massive destruction, food and water shortages, and lack of livelihood opportunities are forcing 

many families into secondary displacement within Ninewa Governorate. Families continue to be displaced within 

Ninewa, as well as from Shirqat in Salah al Din Governorate and Hawiga in Kirkuk Governorates.  Internally dis-

placed persons (IDPs) from Hawiga also report the use of civilians as human shields and the extremely high costs 

of food with a kilogram of sugar costing up to 90,000 IQD.  

The number of new arrivals to camps in the east and north east of Mosul remains low, with 1,717 individuals 

arriving to Debaga, Hasansham and Khazer camps, while 53 individuals arrived to Nargizlia camps. In addition, 

202 individuals arrived to Kirkuk (Daquq and Laylan camps), through Daquq and Debis checkpoints, from Hawiga 

and Baaj in Ninewa. 

With the exception of one family (three individuals) who accessed Nargizlia camp through Shindukhan check-

point, the checkpoint has not been accessible for IDPs from Tel Afar since June 25, despite the proximity of this 

route to Tel Afar. Kurdish forces continue to redirect IDPs to Badush, near Mosul, almost 9 hours away by foot in 

extreme heat. High-level advocacy is ongoing with authorities to allow IDPs to access safety through Shindukhan. 

Efforts are also underway to improve and upscale humanitarian assistance at Badush. 

Legal assistance and documentation support 

Protection monitors have observed that a high proportion of new arrivals need legal services to acquire civil 

documentation. UNHCR protection partner teams have been facilitating documentation support to IDPs since 

the start of the military offensive in October 2016, and have assisted in the issuance of almost 2,000 documents 

to date. In the same period, some 35,000 case of missing documents have been identified and UNHCR recently 

donated two fully equipped office containers (with air-conditioning units, computers, and other office equip-

ment) to the court, directorate of civil ID in Hammam Alil and to the Ministry of Migration and Displacement in 

Mosul to help facilitate their work in issuing new documents.  

Collective punishment 

Incidents of collective punishment of individuals or families perceived to be affiliated with armed extremist 

groups persist in Ninewa and Salah al-Din. Recent reports from IDPs reveal instances of forced evictions, destruc-

tion of homes, attacks, denial of the right to return, arbitrary arrest and transfer and confinement to specific 

sites and camps. For example, on 18 July families in Zummar protested against the return of families perceived 

to have relatives affiliated with extremist groups. Also, five families from Amedi who had fled Tel Afar in 2014 

alleged that authorities recently compelled them to relocate to Nargilzlia due to perceptions of links with ex-

tremists. Authorities confirmed that they turn away family members (from parents and siblings to cousins, aunts 

and uncles) with perceived links. Single female-headed families are now recent victims in this regard. 

The Bartella site, which the Government of Iraq opened on 9 July, was closed on 17 July after serious protection 

concerns were expressed by humanitarian actors. The majority of IDPs who had been forcibly brought to this site 

were female-headed households and unaccompanied and separated children who were perceived to have rela-
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tives affiliated with extremist groups. Following indications of interest by families, some were relocated to existing 

camps while others left for east Mosul on sponsorship. UNHCR and other protection actors continue to closely 

attend to the protection needs and monitor the treatment of these families. However, in Salah Al-Din, authorities 

continue to forcibly encamp such families in Al Shahama camp. This week Iraqi Security Forces (ISFs) forcibly 

brought 10 families from Mosul and Shirqat, and relocated them to the camp. While UNHCR and partners contin-

ue to intervene to address immediate protection concerns at the camp level, advocacy is ongoing for due process, 

rule of law, access to medical services, and for individuals not directly implicated in criminal activities to be al-

lowed to leave the camp. 

Movement restrictions  

Movement restrictions continue to be imposed in Mosul camps; especially those in the east and north east of 

Mosul. IDPs in these locations are confined to the camps and can only leave for urgent medical treatment or when 

they permanently leave after being cleared by security through a return procedure. More recently, due to clashes 

between ISF and extremist groups in Imam Gharby, authorities imposed movement restrictions in Qayarrah Air-

strip and Jad’dah camps. Previously, IDPs residing in these camps had more freedom and could freely access the 

markets, medical treatment, attend to personal matters and return to the camps. Now procedures require IDPs in 

Jad’dah camp to provide a sponsor even for temporary visits out of the camp.   

Returns monitoring 

During the reporting period, 1,717 persons returned from camps east of Mosul (a 29% increase from previous 

week), 363 individuals returned from camps northeast of Mosul (a 50% decrease), while 160 individuals are re-

ported to have departed Hammam Alil 1 and Jad’dah VI camps. 

Due to restrictions of movement in and out of the camp, IDPs in Nargizlia continue to register for ‘returns’ to 

attend to personal matters, but are then denied re-entry into the camp. Authorities have confirmed turning away 

returning families on the belief they are trying to collect CRIs to sell in Mosul. Monitoring has indicated, however, 

that such instances if at all are very few and that the majority attempting to re-enter camps have genuine protec-

tion and shelter needs. This issue would be mitigated if families were given more freedom of movement to attend 

to personal affairs and conduct go-and-see visits to check on feasibility of permanent return. One family returned 

to the camp after visiting a brother who is detained in Dohuk while another returned after attending the funeral of 

a relative. Persistent advocacy is ongoing to ease some of the restrictions. 

Authorities in Rabea and Zummar announced this week that Arab families would be allowed to return to 

Mahmodyah village and other areas soon, although no clear date or specific details have yet been provided. It 

remains unclear whether all Arab families will be allowed to return to other areas such as Shiekhan, Hasansham 

village, Hamdaniya and other disputed areas, or what the procedure will be. 

In Kirkuk, 410 cases of return notifications have been documented this year with 103 families having left Kirkuk or 

relocated to camps since April 2017 as a result. In Shirqat centre an unknown group threw grenades at the house 

of a returnee family perceived to be affiliated with extremists.  

Fear of retaliation and the lack of resources to repair destroyed homes or to rent accommodation are cited as 

reasons for remaining in the camps, while the desire to reunite with family, lack of livelihood opportunities and 

difficult camp conditions are cited as motivations for return. UNHCR continues to monitor returns for voluntari-

ness and safety.  


