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Situation Overview 

 Notable showers were noted during the last days of the month which is not 

normal. Amounts received were also above normal. 

 Declines in pasture and browse quality and quantity were noted this month 

compared to last month. Current conditions are not normal. 

 Average distances to grazing areas increased to 14 km compared to 12 km the 

previous month. Current distances are above normal. 

 Water vendors were major sources of water especially in the Agro-pastoral 

livelihood zone. Reliance on springs also increased as other sources 

particularly rivers diminished. Distances to watering points for households also 

increased to 7 km from 6 km the previous month. Current distances are not 

normal. 

 Livestock body conditions generally remained fair though those of cattle in the 

Agro-pastoral livelihood zone showed noticeable signs of deterioration. 

Livestock that in-migrated from Laikipia and Isiolo Counties are still within the 

Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. Internal migrations have also been noted 

towards Mt. Kenya, along the Meru National Park boundary and around 

Tigania West border with Tharaka County. Others have moved from Tigania 

East and West Sub-Counties into Igembe North and East sub-counties. 

 Cattle prices declined further this month to Kshs 11,233 from Kshs 12,500 last 

month. Similarly, those of goats declined to Kshs 3,468 this month from Kshs 

3,605 last month. 

 Maize prices stabilized at Kshs 40 per kilo similar to last month while those of 

beans appreciated to Kshs 70 per kilo from Kshs 68 last month. Pigeon pea 

prices declined to Kshs 55 from Kshs 68 last month. Cereals and pulses in the 

markets have been imported from Western Kenya. 

 Petty trading was the main source of incomes to most households. Casual 

labor, sale of livestock, and sale of charcoal and wood products offered 

significant incomes to households. 

 Percentage of children below the age of five years who are at risk of 

malnutrition remained at 21 per cent this month similar to last month. 

 

Previous DSG recommendations to KFSM Meeting  

• Provision of relief aid to households in the Agro-pastoral and Rain-fed farming 

zones due to the poor harvests realized 

• There is need for urgent support to address malnutrition issues in the district. 

• Introduction of FFA/CFA interventions particularly in the Agro-pastoral and 

Rain-fed LZ 

• Introduction of Expanded and regular school feeding programs for schools in 

the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone 

• Provision of two water bowsers for the district and water tanks to schools 

• Support the repair of strategic boreholes and sinking of new ones especially in 

the grazing areas of the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone 

• Support to fuel subsidies for strategic boreholes in the NGA 

• Support to livestock disease surveillance, vaccination, treatment, and de-

worming across all livelihoods 

• Support to livestock branding curb cattle rustling in the Northern Grazing Area 

• Support to peace building and reconciliation with communities bordering the 

Northern Grazing Area to end insecurity. 

• Provision of home-based water treatment chemicals. 
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1.0 Environmental indicators (stability) 

1.1 Rainfall 

1.1.1 Current Performance 

 The first two dekads remained mostly dry with very light showers 

especially in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. This is normal for this 

time of the year. 

 However, significant amounts of rains were received towards the end of 

the month. This is not normal. Highest amounts were received aroung 

the Nyambene ranges and in the Rain-fed cropping zone. Marega 

sample site in the Rain-fed cropping zone realized 127 mm of rains. 

 
Figure: Rainfall totals (RFE) for the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone for August 2014  

 

1.2 Condition of natural vegetation and pasture  

 Quality 

 Pasture and browse quality in vast areas of the Agro-pastoral livelihood 

zone which were largely inaccessible due to insecurity remained fair 

this month similar to last. The same was noted in all other livelihood 

zones. 

  Notable declines were however noted in the remaining areas of the 

Agro-pastoral livelihood zone which are currently holding huge 

numbers of livestock. 

 Current conditions are not normal for this time of the year. 

 Quantity 

 Quantities of pastures declined notable this month particularly in the 

accessible grazing areas of the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. This zone 

is currently holding huge numbers of livestock resulting to rapid 

depletion of pastures. Pasture amounts ranged from good to fair in the 

vast inaccessible areas. 

 Declines were also noted in other livelihood zones 

 Current conditions are not normal for this time of the year. 

 

 Distance to Grazing Areas 

 Grazing distances increased notably this month as pastures and water 

sources declined. Distances averaged at 14 km this month compared to 
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12 km the previous month. Insecurity in the grazing areas of the Agro-

pastoral livelihood zone also contributed to the increase. 

 Agro-pastoral livelihood zone recorded long distances with Mea sample 

site recording 30 km.  

 Noted distances are not normal for this time of the year. 

  
 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability  

 Water Sources 

 Declines in river volumes this month saw fewer households rely on 

them as a major source. Instead, majority relied on water vendors (both 

purchase from trucks and carts) which is not normal for this time of the 

year. This was the major source in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone.  

 Springs were also significant sources in the Rain-fed cropping zone 

especially in Kindani and Kabuitu sample sites and near the Meru 

National park boundary. Reliance on springs was also noted in Baibariu 

(Malaene sample site) which is not normal for this time of the year. 

 None of the existing water pans has water. Livestock in the grazing 

areas of the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone mainly relied on Ndumuru, 

Inono, and Mugae boreholes and Kinanduba swamp. 

 Current water situation is not normal for this time of the year and is 

expected to worsen further over the coming two months. 
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 Household Access to water 

 Distances to watering points for households increased further this 

month to 7 km from 6 km the previous month. Witnessed distances are 

not normal for this time of the year. Decreased river volumes, 

breakdowns of most boreholes near settlements contributed 

significantly to the increase. 

 Longest distances were noted in Kamweline and Mea sample sites in 

the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone at 21 km and 20 km respectively. 

 Distances are expected to increase further next month. 

 
1.4 Emerging Issues 

 Insecurity 

 Similar to the previous month, insecurity in the grazing areas of the Agro-

pastoral livelihood have rendered most pasture-rich areas inaccessible.  

 Livestock Migration 

 Livestock that in-migrated into the Agro-pastoral livelihood from Laikipia and 

Isiolo counties are still present. Camels from Isiolo County have also been 

reported in this livelihood zone 

 Internal migrations were also noted with livestock migrating to the dry zone 

grazing areas along the Meru National Park boundary, around Mt. Kenya 

Forest and towards Giaki along Meru -Tharaka border. 

 

1.5 Implications on food security 

 Insecurity in the grazing areas, diminishing pasture and water sources and 

associated long watering and grazing distances negatively affected food 

security over the last four weeks. In-migration of livestock from Laikipia and 

Isiolo Counties in addition to internal migrations are likely to lead to conflicts 

over pastures, water, and between herders and farmers. Spread of notifiable 

diseases in livestock is also likely to occur. Overall, food security situation has 

worsened compared to previous month. 
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2.0 Rural Indicators (Food availability) 

2.1 Livestock production 

2.1.1 Livestock body condition 

 Body conditions of cattle in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone declined further 

this month mainly due to diminishing pastures, long distances to grazing areas, 

and decreased watering frequencies. Body conditions of small stock still 

remained fair. 

 Livestock in the Rain-fed cropping and Mixed Farming zones exhibited fair 

conditions compared to good the previous month. 

 Current body conditions are not normal for this time of the year and are 

expected to decline further next month. 

 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases 

 Suspected cases of Foot and Mouth disease were reported in Tigania West 

(Akithi), Igembe South, and Igembe North Sub-counties. Further, a quarantine 

imposed on Igembe Central Sub-County is still in place. 

 Rabies was still reported in Igembe South this month while Newcastle disease 

in poultry was reported in all sub-counties. 

 Ongoing livestock migrations are likely to lead to an upsurge of notifiable 

livestock diseases especially Foot and Mouth. 

 

2.2 Crop production 

2.2.1 Timeliness and condition of various crop production activities 

 Harvesting of pigeon peas was the major activity in the lower parts of the 

Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. Due to poor rains received last season, below 

normal harvests are expected also noting that majority of households had 

previously consumed green pigeon peas. 

 Land preparation was noted towards the end of the month in the Agro-pastoral 

and parts of the Rain-fed cropping zones. This is highly abnormal as land 

preparation normally commences during the second week of September. 

 

2.2.2 Crop pests and Diseases 

 No crop pests and diseases were reported during the month 

 

2.3 Implications on food security 

 Declining livestock body conditions, livestock diseases, and poor harvests 

realised have deteriorated food security situation further than the previous 

month 

 

3.0 Access to food 

3.1 Livestock marketing 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 

 Cattle prices have maintained a downward trend over the last three months 

mainly due to deteriorating body conditions from poor pastures and a resultant 

increased supply in the markets as herders offload their stocks. Prices during 

the month averaged at Kshs 11,233 compared to Kshs 12,500 the previous 

month. 

 The Agro-pastoral livelihood zone recorded highest prices with Malaene 

sample site reporting Kshs 22,667. 
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 Although current prices are within the normal ranges, the noted decline over 

the three months is not normal. 

 
 

3.1.2 Goat prices 

 A slight dip in goat prices was noted this month. This decline has been noted 

over the last five months and is not normal. Current prices settled at Kshs 3,468 

compared to Kshs 3,605 the previous month. 

 The decline has resulted from increased supply of goats into the markets as 

herders find it easier to dispose goats that other large stocks. Further, there has 

been increased supply of goats from Kinna in Isiolo County.  

 Highest prices were noted in Kamweline sample site in the Agro-pastoral 

livelihood zone at Kshs 5,000. 

 
 

3.2 Milk consumption 

 Milk consumption declined notably this month possibly due to declining body 

conditions and long distances between cattle bomas and homesteads. 

Consumption this month averaged at 8 bottles (750ml) from a sample of 330 

households compared to 12 bottles the previous month. 

 Consumption is likely to decline further as body conditions deteriorate further.  

 

3.3 Crop prices 

3.3.1 Maize prices 

 Average maize prices settled at Kshs 40 this month similar to last month. 

Noted price are above normal and could have resulted from minimal harvests 

realised the previous season and depleted household stocks. 
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 Kalimbene sample site in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone recorded highest 

prices at Kshs 46 per kilogram. 

 
 

3.3.2 Beans prices 

 Average bean prices appreciated marginally this month to settle at Kshs 70 

compared to Kshs 68 the previous month. This increase resulted from a bean 

shortage due to poor harvests realised last season. Currently, households are 

relying mainly on markets as the main source. Most of the beans avaible in the 

markets are imported from western Kenya. 

 Highest prices were noted in Kabuitu sanple site in the Rain-fed cropping zone 

at Kshs 100 per kilogram. 

 Current prices are not normal and are expected to increase further until the next 

harvest in December/January. 

 

 
 

3.3.3 Pigeon peas 

 Average prices of pigeon peas declined notably this month to Kshs 55 

compared to Kshs 68 the previous month. The decline could have resulted from 

the ongoing harvests.  

 However, sale rates were low as majority of households saved the harvests for 

domestic consumption. Sale were only notes in Kunati and Marega sample 

sites in the Rain-fed cropping zone at Kshs 60 and Kshs 55 respectively. 
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 Prices are expected to increase again next month as harvests realised are below 

normal. 

 
 

3.4 Income 

 Crop incomes 

 Proportion of households that received incomes from crop sales 

remained the same as the previous month as household stocks from the 

previous season depleted further. 20 per cent of 330 sampled 

households received incomes from own crop sales similar to last month. 

 This is not normal for this time as majority would be disposing old 

stocks and replacing them with the new stocks.  

 Livestock Incomes 

 Eleven per cent of 300 sampled households realised incomes through 

sale of livestock compared to six per cent of a similar sample the 

previous month. 

 An increase in livestock sales is likely to persist next month though 

prices are likely to be much lower. 

 Other incomes 

 Petty trading overtook casual labour as the major source of income this 

month indicating a deteriorating income market. Charcoal and wood 

products also offered significant incomes compared to the previous 

month.  
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3.5 Implications on food security 

 Declining livestock prices and high food prices affected terms of trade 

negatively. Lesser amounts of food could be purchased from incomes realised 

from livestock sales. In sum, food security situation worsened further this 

month compared to last month 

 

4.0 Welfare indicators (Utilisation of food) 

4.1 Nutrition status 

 Nutrition status of children under the age of five years remained low this month 

similar to last. 21 per cent of sampled children were at risk of malnutrition 

similar to last month.  

 This decline could indicate lack of household stocks, lack of good incomes to 

purchase food and diversify diet, and poor child feeding practises. 

 Agro-pastoral livelihood zone reported highest figures with Kamweline, 

Kalimbene, Kibiru, and Maburwa sample sites reporting 48 per cent, 70 per 

cent, 35 per cent, and 22 per cent respectively. 

 

 
 

4.2 Human Health 

 No human disease outbreak was reported during the month 

 

4.3 Flagged areas 

 Mutuati, Akithi, Muthara and Kangeta divisions require close monitoring due 

to the possible high levels of malnutrition reported 

 

5.0 Current interventions 

5.1 Non-food interventions 

 Linking sorghum farmers to markets eliminating middlemen by CARITAS 

MERU (ongoing) 

 Foot and Mouth vaccinations in Kangaita ward of Buuri Sub-County 

 

5.2 Food aid interventions 

 GoK relief food distributed in Igembe South and Igembe North sub-counties 

 

6.0 DCU recommendations to DSG 

 There is need to rapidly activate drought contingency plans by each sector. 
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 There is need to address malnutrition in the Agro-pastoral livelihood by all 

stakeholders 

 Livestock and human disease surveillance. 

 Peace and conflict resolution initiatives in the Northern Grazing Area and those 

bordering Isiolo district due to the noted livestock in-migration 

 Repair of broken down boreholes and water tankering in the Agro-pastoral 

livelihood zone by water department 


