
Syria Crisis: Menbij 
Situation Update No. 1 (as of 16 March 2017) 

 
This report is produced by the OCHA Syria Crisis offices in collaboration with the Whole of Syria Inter-sector Group. It covers the period 27 
February to 16 March 2017.  

Highlights 

 Over the past two weeks, fighting around 
Menbij has displaced over 60,000 people in 
two major displacement waves. 

 From 27 - 28 February, fighting in the south-
western countryside of Menbij has 
displaced more than 35,000 people 
northwards, and again from 1 March 
onwards. An estimated 20,000 people were 
displaced from Maskana, Dayr Hafir and Al 
Khafsa to villages in the south-western 
countryside of Menbij and to Menbij city 
itself. 

 As of the beginning of March, 7,500 people 
were without proper shelter, sleeping in the 
open, and many IDPs lack food supplies and access to health and WASH facilities. Reports received 
since indicate much larger numbers of displaced in precarious conditions. 

 Humanitarian organizations have dispatched Ready to Eat Rations, NFIs, shelter items, and hygiene 
kits and are facilitating water trucking to areas that received IDPs; they continue to monitor the 
situation on the ground and respond to emerging needs. 

60,000 
people displaced 

due to ongoing 

clashes south- west of Menbij 

At least 
7,500 
people without appropriate 

shelter 

20,000       
Children immunized in Menbij 

through Iraqi cross-border 

partner 

35,000 
IDPs planned to 
be reached with 
ready-to-eat food rations   

Situation Overview 
Displacement trends 
 

From 27-28 February, more than 35,000 people have fled their villages in the south-western countryside of 
Menbij as a result of the ongoing fighting between Government of Syria (GoS) forces and ISIL some 20 km 
from Menbij city, and clashes between the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and ISIL. Among the displaced, 
some 15,100 people settled in the southern countryside of Menbij, 17,400 people settled in its western 
countryside, and 2,500 people were displaced to Menbij city itself.  
 
Since 1 March, an additional 20,000 individuals were displaced from Maskana, Al-Khafsa and Dayr Hafir 
due to fighting between ISIL and the GoS with the majority of IDPs moving towards the south-western 
countryside of Menbij, where fighting has since ceased. An estimated 1,200 people moved towards Menbij 
city, 3,500 IDPs were displaced to the SDF-held Jurniyyeh sub-district in the western countryside of Ar-
Raqqa governorate, using makeshift boats to travel from the eastern bank of the Euphrates to the western 
one. An estimated 1,000 people arrived at the Ain Issa cotton factory collective shelter, in the northern 



countryside of Ar-Raqqa. An additional 1,500 IDPs were displaced towards Ar-Raqqa city and nearby ISIL-
held areas. 150 (including 15 Iraqi families) IDPs are also reported to have reached Mabruka camp along 
with 800 people who were displaced to Amuda and rural Darbasiyah, in Kurdish People Protection Units 
(YPG) controlled areas of Al-Hasakeh governorate. Some 1,744 people from several villages, including Al-
Khafseh, Al-Babiereh, Tadef and Dayr Hafir, were accommodated in the Jibreen collective shelter, an area 
under GoS control just east of Aleppo city, and an unknown number of individuals was reportedly displaced 
towards Al-Bab and Jarablus.  

 
Unconfirmed reports indicate that IDPs who were displaced during the first wave of displacement reported 
difficulties passing through or fleeing from ISIL-controlled areas and said they received support from SDF 
troops who allegedly took them to safer areas. However, IDPs were then held up at a newly established 
SDF ‘security screening checkpoint’ in the town of Big Kharufiya with security checks taking between a few 
hours to a day before the displaced were permitted to move on to their final destination. However, a 14 
March call for relief by the Local City Council in Masakana stated that thousands of IDPs are stranded in 
open areas and are prevented by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) from entering Kurdish areas; which 
is yet to be confirmed by the UN and partners.  
 
An initial assessment on 3 March found that some 7,500 people from the first wave of displacement were 
staying in open areas during an assessment mission by humanitarian actors, with 6,500 people staying in 
open fields in six settlements in Little Osajli and in Big Osajli villages, and some 1,000 people staying in 
open areas alongside roads and in the outskirts of Menbij city.  Since this assessment, reports from several 
partners on the ground indicate an additional 25,000-30,000 people have been displaced who do not have 
adequate shelter. The majority of the displaced were observed to be vulnerable groups including the elderly, 
women and children; as most young men have reportedly been recruited into the SDF or GoS forces, or 
fled to avoid forced recruitment. As the number of displaced people continues to grow, their demographic 
composition might be subject to change. 
 
On 19 March, the self-ruling administration in Menbij city announced they will open a new IDP camp in 
Qanat Sheikh Tabbash village south-west of Menbij, to be called Al-A’abiden camp. The owner of the land 
of the camp reportedly resides overseas and may not be aware of the use of the land, which may cause 
disputes over property rights and might make NGOs hesitant to respond. Reportedly, 25 tents have already 
been set up by the authorities.  

 
Humanitarian needs 

 
A rapid assessment was conducted in Menbij following the large 27-28 February displacements. Results 
suggest food, non-food items including water and sanitation materials as key priorities. 
 
Most displaced families were unable to carry more than basic household items with them. Cooking utensils, 
plastic sheets and blankets have been assessed to be amongst the priority needs. Many IDPs also brought 
their cattle with them, and although providing the displaced with some degree of food security and 
livelihood, high fodder prices are expected to soon surpass the financial means of IDPs who own cattle.  
 
Many IDPs have reported difficulties accessing safe drinking water in adequate quantity and quality, and 
the lack adequate containers to safely store water. Additionally, there are not sufficient WASH facilities 
accessible to IDP families, and many of them are forced to resort to open defecation which is a public health 
hazard. 
 
The newly displaced join some 40,000 IDPs who were previously displaced across Menbij district from ISIL-
controlled areas, adding additional strain on the already stretched host community. Inside Menbij city, the 
IDP influx has reportedly already led to scarcity of bread as the local production chains cannot satisfy the 
increased demand. 
 
The lack of medical facilities in the western countryside of Ar-Raqqa is subjecting IDPs to exploitation by 
some of the local doctors who are charging high prices in exchange of simple medical services. This is 
especially concerning given the destitute conditions of the majority of the IDPs arriving in the area. Mobile 
clinics are assessed to be an urgent need. A medical organization has already carried out a rapid 

assessment in the area, to explore the possibility of providing medical services.  



 
A recommendation was made by the assessment team for humanitarian assistance to be urgently 
dispatched from the UN Hub in Qamishly to Menbij to compliment the humanitarian response efforts being 
delivered by north-eastern Syrian NGOs and cross-border actors from Turkey.  

 

Humanitarian response 

 Food Security and Agriculture 

On 9 March, WFP dispatched 1,800 Ready to Eat Rations (RTERs) for an estimated 9,000 IDPs to cover 
the food needs for 5 days. Another 1,800 RTERs (9,000 IDPs) were sent by WFP to Tal Abiyad for 
distribution in the areas served by Al-Birr and Al-Ihsan NGOs in Ras Al Ain. On 18 March, WFP finished 
the distribution of 7,000 RTERs in Menbij and 5,500 RTERs in Ein Issa and Suluk (1,938 RTEs in Suluk/ 
3,563 RTERs in Ein Issa) through the Al-Mawada charity. 1,800 RTERs were also distributed in Tell Abiad 
through theAl-Birr wa Al-Ihsan charity.  
 
A Turkey cross-border partner distributed 1,157 RTERs (estimated 6,500 people) that will cover food needs 
for 10 days in 8 villages in the Menbij and Al Qalqal sub districts. An additional 5,020 cooked meals 
(equivalent to 1,040 Households) for IDPs arriving in Azaz from Menbij and Ar-Raqqa were also delivered. 
1,200 IDP households (6,000 IDPs) who moved from Al-Bab and are currently in Azaz, also benefited from 
RTERs. Current stocks of RTERs in Azaz stands at 4,416 RTERs (22,080 people). 
 
Further distributions are being planned for the coming weeks.  As the sector considers all new IDPs to be 
food insecure in the first three months, large gaps still remain. In addition, there is a major risk of potential 
depletion of livelihood assets (livestock) of many IDPs.  

Health  

The WASH sector response in Menbij sub-district includes the provision of potable water, improving water 
Health actors from the three hubs are responding to needs in Menbij through service provision and 
preparedness efforts.  
 
Turkey based actors are supporting one Public Health Center(PHC) and one mobile clinic in Menbij. The 
services include: outpatient consultation – with about 500 consultation per day; disbursement of drugs; 
integrated Management of Childhood Illness services and maternal health services.  
 
The PHC center does not provide immunization services, but a polio and measles campaign was recently 
conducted in Menbij by an Iraq cross-border actor reaching 20,000 children under five. No routine 
immunization services are available. In total seven private health facilities are reportedly providing services 
and there are sufficient quantities of basic medicines. The two Department of Health facilities were 
damaged by the conflict and are out of service. 
 
From Damascus, WHO has prepositioned a shipment of 25 tons of health supplies in Aleppo, sufficient to 
cover the needs of the population of Menbij city for three months. UNICEF is pre-positioning supplies in 
Aleppo for 40,500 children and Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLWs) for three months. The health 
supplies will either be provided to SARC to deliver to Menbij when access is granted or transported directly 
if access is received to national NGOs and public health facilities. WHO is also ready to support health 
infrastructure rehabilitation and both UNICEF and WHO area ready to scale-up technical programs in 
Menbij if access is granted. 

Shelter and NFIs 

Between 10 February and 7 March, cross-border actors from Turkey were able to reach over 6,800 

individuals in 23 communities across Menbij, including the city itself.  Items distributed included over 2,500 



NFI kits; 5,164 mattresses, over 6,000 plastic mats and 6,000 carpets; 2,640 blankets, 1,922 plastic sheets, 
1,262 tarpaulins, 2,582 jerry cans and 1,291 solar lamps.  Winter items included 1,330 winter kits and 3,155 
high thermal blankets.   

UNHCR dispatched from Qamishly two large tents to be used as reception/screening points in Menbij city, 
100 family tents to Menbij and 150 family tents to Ain Issa.  Members of the Turkey hub distributed a further 
100 tents to displaced families in Rasm Al-Akhdar village camp. Syrian NGOs working in the north east 
also distributed over 900 NFI kits in rural Menbij. 

 Nutrition 

Cross-border partners from Turkey are working with OCHA to get permission to move preventative and 
treatment nutrition supplies (high energy biscuits, fortified spreads and micronutrients) across the border to 
cover the needs of 50,000 IDPs, including 8,500 children under five years and 4,000 pregnant and lactating 
women (PLW).  In addition, cross-border nutrition partners are currently implementing integrated health and 
nutrition services in one primary health care facility in Menbij city through three mobile teams which are 
providing integrated health and nutrition services.  These services include: screening for malnutrition, infant 
and young child feeding counselling and multiple micronutrient supplementation for children under five 
years and pregnant and lactating women in Abu Qalqal and Menbij center, covering 18 communities. 666 
PLW received IYCF counselling and 489 children under 5 years were screened for malnutrition during the 
last month.  
 
The nutrition sector in Damascus through UNICEF and WFP are also in the process of sending to Menbij 
preventive and treatment nutrition supplies for up to 3,000 women and children that were prepositioned in 
Qamishly. UNICEF through its national implementing partners is also sending High Energy Biscuit, Fortified 
spread and micronutrients for women and children. 

WASH 

The WASH sector response in Menbij sub-district includes the provision of potable water, improving water 
storage capacity and distribution of hygiene kits in 20 communities (towns/villages). A number of these 
activities are being carried out by North East Syria NGOs (including WV and IRD).  Potable water was 
provided by water trucking in 7 locations and by piped network in another 3 locations covering needs of 
around 7,000 IDPs. In addition 28 schools in Menbij is receiving 50 m3 of water/day. Water storage tanks 
were distributed to new arrivals and IDP sites (64 tanks of 1m3 capacity and 16 tanks of 5m3 capacity).  
World Vision is also installing 45 new water tanks with the capacity of 1000 litres for new arrivals in both 
the city and supporting new IDPs in the informal settlements in Mahtark and Al-Garah villages with water 
trucking 150 cubic meter per day. 
 
Following intensified clashes between the GoS and ISIL, GoS gained control of the Al-Khafsa water station 
which supplies Aleppo city and Menbij with potable water.  Following a technical assessments IED removal 
operations and minor repairs, the Khafsa water station started pumping water for Aleppo city and Menbij 
district on 13 March.  

 Education 

According to the latest data available, a total of 59 schools are currently open in Menbij with 72,300 children 
enrolled in schools, up from 55,000 children recorded in late 2016.  The newly arrived IDP children are 
mostly out of school due to lack of learning spaces. The needs for education supplies and services are 
large, yet access to Menbij remains considerably restricted.   
 
So far, one NGO is working in Menbij providing rehabilitation of classrooms, distributing teaching and 
learning materials. Sector partners are planning to deliver education supplies in the coming weeks/month. 

 

 



Access  

 Menbij is served by two major roads, Route M4 and Route 216. The conditions of most roads to and 
within the affected area are good, as most of the roads are well paved. As per local authorities in Menbij 
city, Menbij is expected to become accessible from Aleppo city in the near future through Tadif city, 
which would facilitate the flow of humanitarian assistance as well as commercial items. 

 Menbij and Ayn Al Arab can currently be accessed by road from Qamishli. SDF checkpoints are set up 
along the road, however, traffic reportedly flows freely in both directions.  

 Access to IDPs and host communities can be made possible through facilitation by local representatives 
and no significant security problems have been reported to date that could hinder humanitarian access 
to areas of Menbij.  

 Servicing Menbij from Qamishli will require the replenishment of supplies through airlifts.  

 

For further information, please contact:  

Sebastien Trives, Head of OCHA Syria, trives@un.org 

Trond Jensen, Head of OCHA Turkey, jensen8@un.org 

Helena Fraser, Head of OCHA Regional Office for the Syria Crisis, fraser@un.org 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/syria  www.reliefweb.int  

Background  
Menbij is one of ten districts in Aleppo governorate with Menbij city the biggest city of the district. On 12 August 
2012, Menbij came under FSA control. In January 2014, ISIL took control of the city. In June 2016, the SDF launched 
an offensive to capture Menbij, which it had fully encircled by 8 June 2016. On 12 August 2016, the SDF had 
established full control over Menbij following a two-month battle. By 15 August 2016, thousands of previously 
displaced citizens of Menbij were reportedly returning to Menbij.  
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