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Switzerland - IOM on Friday (06/01) reported
preliminary totals for all 2016 migrant and refugee
arrivals to Europe via the Mediterranean Sea, as well
as estimated fatalities. Arrival totals were 363,348 split
almost evenly between Italy and Greece, with much
smaller numbers arriving in Malta, Cyprus and Spain.
Fatalities and missing migrants reached at least 5,079
although IOM emphasizes that some incidents
reported in the month of December and earlier have
not been fully accounted for. 

According to IOM’s Missing Migrants Project
(http://missingmigrants.iom.int), incidents off Spain,
Morocco and Tunisia have been reported whose victim
totals could add another 300 or more fatalities to the
2016 total. The year 2016 already is the deadliest for
migrants ever recorded by IOM in the region.

The probable addition of several hundred more
fatalities recorded in 2016 only deepens the tragedy,
said IOM Director General William Lacy Swing, who
added, Europe’s frustration with a seemingly endless
cycle of migrant rescue followed by reports of
shipwrecks and more drownings won’t end until
governments throughout the region find a way to
manage migration comprehensively.

“Migrants and refugees aren’t coming because they
believe their lives will be rescued at sea once they
leave Africa or Syria or wherever conflicts drives
people to seek safety,” Ambassador Swing said.
“They’re leaving because they believe their lives will be
doomed if they stay. The answer lies in finding creative
means to permit safe, legal and secure migration, be
that through work visas, family reunification or
temporary protected status. Instead of doubling down
on tactics that don’t work, let’s use this New Year to try
something that’s actually new.”

(https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/press_release/pictures/pbn01062017-
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IOM believes many more deaths at sea may have gone
unreported last year – in the Mediterranean and
elsewhere – particularly between North Africa and
Spain, where data collection often has been sporadic
and many smaller vessels are believed to have been
lost without detection.      

IOM’s Missing Migrants Project reported there have
been 11 new fatalities since the start of 2017, three in
the waters between Spain and Morocco and eight in
the Central Mediterranean between Italy and Libya. Of
those eight cases, IOM Libya on Wednesday reported
the recovery of five bodies near Tripoli. Last week IOM
reported 11 bodies washed ashore in Libya.

Maysa Khalil of IOM Libya reported that Wednesday’s
tragedy unfolded close to IOM’s Tripoli office. IOM
reported 65 surviving migrants – 60 men and 5
women, one of them a pregnant woman from Senegal.
Khalil said the rescued migrants were transferred to Al-
Falah centre in Tripoli, where IOM staff visited
immediately after their arrival to provide kits of Non
Food Items, Hygiene Kits and clothing. The expectant
mother was transferred to a hospital where she was
reported in good health.

IOM Rome spokesperson Flavio Di Giacomo reported
Thursday 181,436 migrants arrived in Italy by sea last
year, a nearly 18 percent increase compared to 2015
and a smaller, 6 percent increase over 2014 totals. In
2014 the largest portion of seaborne migrants leaving
Libya for Europe came from Syria, a population that
shifted its route to Greece, via Turkey, in 2015. This
past year Syrians arriving via North Africa numbered
fewer than 1,000 – compared to 42,323 in 2014 and
7,448 in 2015. During 2015 and 2016 approximately
550,000 Syrians entered Europe after traveling by sea
from Turkey to Greece.

Arrivals to Greece in 2016 totalled 173,561 in 2016 – or
20 percent of 2015’s total of 853, 650. IOM Athens
reported on Thursday a total of 371 migrants arrived
at five separate islands this past week – about one
third, 121 migrants, landed at Lesvos, with smaller
numbers arriving at Chios (43), Samos (44), Rhodes (13)
and Kalymnos (16).  Last year during the first four days
of January, a total of 7,806 migrants arrived, or nearly
2,000 per day.

Mediterranean Developments

Total arrivals by sea and deaths in the Mediterranean
2015-2016



1 January – 31 December 2016  1 January – 31 December 2015

 Country of Arrival Arrivals Deaths Arrivals Deaths

Italy 181,436

 

4,576* 
(Central Med. route)

153,842

3,777 
(all Med routes)

Greece 173,561
434* 
(Eastern Med. route)

853,650

Cyprus 189 na

Spain
8,162 (as of 29
December)

69* 
(Western Med. route)

Na

Estimated Total 363,348 5,079 1,007,492 3,777

 

Sea Arrivals in Italy and Greece 2014-2015

Country Total 2014 Total 2015 Total 2016

Italy 170,100 153,842 181,436

For the latest Mediterranean Update infographic: 
http://migration.iom.int/docs/MMP/Mediterranean_Update_170106_02.pdf
(http://migration.iom.int/docs/MMP/Mediterranean_Update_170106_02.pdf)
For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean,
please visit: http://migration.iom.int/europe
(http://migration.iom.int/europe)   
Learn more about the Missing Migrants Project at:
http://missingmigrants.iom.int
(http://missingmigrants.iom.int)

For further information please contact:

Joel Millman at IOM Geneva, Tel: +41.79.103-8720,
Email: jmillman@iom.int (mailto:jmillman@iom.int) 
Flavio Di Giacomo at IOM Italy, Tel: +39 347 089 8996,
Email: fdigiacomo@iom.int
(mailto:fdigiacomo@iom.int)   
Sabine Schneider, IOM Germany, Tel: +49 30 278 778
17  Email: sschneider@iom.int
(mailto:sschneider@iom.int) 
Julia Black at IOM GMDAC, Tel: +49 30 278 778 27,
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Email: jblack@iom.int (mailto:jblack@iom.int) 
IOM Greece: Daniel Esdras, Tel: +30 210 9912174,
Email: iomathens@iom.int (mailto:iomathens@iom.int)
or Kelly Namia, Tel: +30 210 9919040, +30 210
9912174, Email: knamia@iom.int
(mailto:knamia@iom.int)   
Mazen Aboulhosn at IOM Turkey, Tel: +9031245-51202,
Email: maboulhosn@iom.int
(mailto:maboulhosn@iom.int)
IOM Libya: Othman Belbeisi, Tel: +216 29 600389,
Email: obelbeisi@iom.int (mailto:obelbeisi@iom.int)  or
Ashraf Hassan, Tel: +216297 94707, Email:
ashassan@iom.int (mailto:ashassan@iom.int) 

For information or interview requests in French:

Florence Kim, OIM Genève, Tel: +41 79 103 03 42,
Email: fkim@iom.int (mailto:fkim@iom.int) 
Flavio Di Giacomo, OIM Italie, Tel: +39 347 089 8996,
Email: fdigiacomo@iom.int
(mailto:fdigiacomo@iom.int)
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