
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WFP Assistance 

 Protecting 

livelihoods, reducing 

undernutrition, and 

building resilience 

through safety nets, 

asset creation and 

skills development 
 

PRRO 200640 

(Jul 2014 – Dec 2017)  

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

121 m 
40 m  
(33%) 

8.1 m 
(77%) 

* January - June 2017                                

                                

 

Developed in consultation with the Government, United 

Nations agencies and NGOs, the Protracted Relief and 

Recovery Operations (PRRO) provides assistance to the 

most vulnerable and food-insecure people in Mauritania 

and protects their livelihoods. Due to funding 

constraints, the project was scaled down to cover the 

six most vulnerable regions instead of the eight 

originally planned. WFP plans to provide food and 

nutrition assistance to 430,000 people in rural areas 

with the highest food insecurity and malnutrition rates 

through (i) food distributions using cash and food 

transfers, (ii) nutritional assistance to malnourished 

and highly vulnerable children and pregnant and 

nursing women, (iii) food assistance for asset creation 

activities to help vulnerable communities and 

households build their resilience to withstand future 

shocks. 

 

As of January 2016, the programme includes assistance 

to Malian refugees in the Mberra camp where WFP 

provides food and nutritional assistance to 42,500 

refugees through unconditional food and cash 

distributions, nutrition and school feeding activities. 

Host communities are also assisted. 

 

Country Programme 

Mauritania 
 

CP 200251 

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

77 m 
9.2 m  
(12%) 

1.8 m 
(83%) 

* January - June 2017                                

  

Under the CP and in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Education, WFP planned to provide school meals to 

160,000 children enrolled in public primary schools in 

eight rural regions. Due to lack of funding, school meals 

could not be ensured since December 2015. 

Provision of Humanitarian 

Air Services in Mauritania 

 

Special Operation (SO) 

200803 
(Jan 2015 – Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

12.3 m 
6.4 m  
(52%) 

* December 2016 – May 2017                                

 

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

was established in 2012, at the request of the 

Humanitarian Country Team, and provides regular air 

services to aid workers, reaching six destinations in 

Mauritania. The service is the indispensable mean to 

facilitate humanitarian access to the affected population 

in remote areas from the capital, Nouakchott. 

 

Highlights 

 WFP has a 6-month net funding requirement of 

USD 9.9 million for both the PRRO and CP. WFP will 

only be able to cover food and cash assistance 

during the periods of January-February, and May-

July in 2017 with a reduced ration.  

 

 Urgent funding of USD 800,000 is required for 

UNHAS for the next 6 months. 

  

 Thanks to ECHO’s contribution at the end of 2016, 

WFP was able to programme cash-distribution 

assistance for Malian refugees for the months of 

January and February 2017. 

Credit: WFP/ Mathias Tonalta 
Caption: Showing food distribution in Bassikounou 
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In Numbers 

647,000 people in food insecurity 

458,000 people targeted by WFP including: 

42,000 refugees and 162,000 local people 

with nutrition assistance 

51% 49% 80,667 
People Assisted 
December 2016 

December 2016 

 

WFP Mauritania 
Country Brief    

 

 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 
Top five donors for CP 200251: Multilateral, Saudi Arabia and 

Private Donors. 

Top five donors for SO 200803: USA, European Commission, 

Belgium, Multilateral and Denmark.  

Top five donors for PRRO 200640: USA, European Commission, 

Multilateral, Japan and UK. 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

PRRO – Refugees Component 

Since November, WFP has been forced to halve the food 

ration distributed to refugees due to resource constraints 
and the September influx of new refugees. Since 
September, Mberra refugee camp has welcomed a total of 

new 1,551 families of 4,448 individuals. 
 

In December, WFP assisted the new 3,675 refugees 
registered in ProGres with a 30-day cash (4500 MRO) 
assistance and reduced food ration of 160g of rice, 50g of 
pulses, 12g of vegetable oil, 16g salt. The remaining 773 
refugees registered at level 1 by UNHCR were assisted 
with only a reduced food ration. 
 

At the end of December, UNICEF partners carried out a 
nutritional screening of children aged 6-59 months. The 
results indicate the overall acceptable nutritional situation 
in children. Less than 1 percent of the screened children 
showed signs of malnutrition. 
 

Overall, WFP assisted 45,954 refugees in December 
amongst which 25,515 were women. 

PRRO – Local Vulnerable Population Component 

In December, WFP assisted 3,300 vulnerable Mauritanians 
through general food distributions in Tagant (after being 
postponed from November) with a 30-day food ration of 
250g cereals, 20g pulses, 9g dates, 11.64g oil, and 3.45g 
salt. WFP also assisted 8,900 local Mauritanians in Assaba, 

Gorgol and Guidimakha with cash distributions of 12,000 
MRO per household as part of its food assistance for assets 
activities, focusing on gardening activities for the month of 
December. Due to the limited resources available, WFP 
was only able to reach a minor proportion of the planned 
recipients. 
 

In December, WFP assisted children aged 6-59 months 

and pregnant and nursing women with nutrition activities 
for the treatment of malnutrition in all regions targeted by 
WFP operation as carry-over activities planned during the 
lean-season 2016 but not timely conducted due to logistic 
difficulties in food delivery during the rainy season. 

Country Programme – School meals programme 

The school meals programme has been put on hold 
throughout the country due to funding constraints. It will 
partially resume in January 2017 and will be limited to 
schools in the most vulnerable areas. 

UNHAS 

In December, UNHAS transported 232 passengers and 
1,537 kg of light cargo in 31 rotations between Nouakchott 
and Bassikounou. UNHAS also dispatched 44 drums of fuel 
(JETA1) to Kiffa and Nema. 

 

Impact of Limited Funding 

2017 Net Funding requirements: PRRO and CP require 

USD 9.9 million for the next six months. Urgent funding is 

needed to assist Malian refugees and the local population 

with life-saving food assistance and resilience-building 

activities, and to resume the school meals programme in 

Mauritania. 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Vast and largely desert, Mauritania is sparsely populated 
and is one of the world’s poorest countries. Nearly 23 
percent of the population lives below the poverty line on 
less than USD 1.25 per day (Human Development Report 
[HDR] 2015). Some 47 percent live in multidimensional 
poverty with acute deprivation in health, education and 
standard of living (HDR 2015).  

Mauritania faces significant challenges related to food 
security. Latest Food Security Monitoring Systems - FSMS 
2016 figures indicate that 647,000 people are food 
insecure; amongst which 147,000 face severe food 

insecurity. Malnutrition rates are also high in children aged 
6-59 months and above the WHO emergency threshold of 
15 percent (Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of 
Relief and Transitions -SMART). 

Mauritania continues to host the second largest number of 
Malian refugees who have fled their homes following the 
outbreak of violence in 2012. Latest UNHCR figures count 
over 46,000 registered refugees. 

The 2011-2016 country strategy identifies three key 
priorities: improving coordination and consultation, 
reducing risk and creating national capacity to prepare for 
crises and investing in human capital development through 
social protection. In 2016, WFP aims to provide food and 
nutrition assistance to 430,000 people in rural areas with 
highest food insecurity and malnutrition rates. WFP will 
also provide life-saving assistance to 42,000 Malian 
refugees in the Mberra camp and distribute daily school 
meal to 160,000 primary school children from food 
insecure and highly vulnerable households. 

WFP has been present in Mauritania since 1964. 

Contact info: Vanessa Rizzi (vanessa.rizzi@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Jean-Noel GENTILE 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Mauritania 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 31% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

148 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 4.0 million 

mailto:vanessa.rizzi@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/Mauritania

