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DROUGHT MONITORING AND EARLY WARNING BULLETIN, OCTOBER 2014 
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Situation Overview 

 

 The onset of short rains was in the second dekad later than anticipated across the 

County. Rainfall received in Marsabit town and its close environs amounted to 256.2 

mm with highest rainfall received on 19
th

 October (78.2 mm).  

 Nutritional status of children within one to five years brackets shows average at risk 

of malnutrition (MUAC below 135 mm as percentage) is 23.18%.  

 Quality and quantity of Pasture and browse is good in most of areas except Laisamis 

division where Pasture is fair to poor.  

 Livestock body condition has greatly improved in most areas especially Saku Sub-

County due to water and pasture availability.  

 Sources of water for human and livestock use were boreholes, shallow wells, 

traditional river wells, springs pans and dams. 

 Migration has eased across the County with most livestock going to graze near their 

settlements. 

 Livestock prices have stabilized although the prices are very low with markets 

operating below normal. The prices are expected to rise as the livestock body 

condition improves. 

 Several cases of human wildlife conflict have been reported due to livestock predation 

in Karare, Sagante, North Horr, Laisamis and Balesa. 

 Illnesses reported were diarrhea, typhoid, Upper Respiratory Tract Infection and 

Malaria.  

 Security situation is calm but tension is high among the communities living Darade. 

 The stress level across the County has significantly reduced. However there are some 

pockets which need attention. They include Koya,laisamis, Shurr, 

 The early warning stage is in Alert for the County although the Agro Pastoral 

livelihood zone is better than All Pastoral livelihood zone. The trend is improving 

in all livelihood zones. 

 

 

Recommendations to CSG and National KFSSG authorities 

 

 De-silting of water pans and dams to trap maximum water during the ongoing 

short rains. 

 Promotion of water roof harvesting and provision of plastic tanks. 

 Rehabilitation of water Supplies and Fuel Subsidy  

 Constant livestock disease surveillance, vaccinations and de-worming  

 Support Sub-County and cross boarder peace meetings to enhance peaceful co- 

existence. 

  Increase active case finding of acutely malnourished cases. 

  Up scaling of nutrition and health services.  

 Ensure consistent and adequate supply of emergency nutrition supplies  
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Current Interventions 

 

Non- food interventions 

 Under DCF ,8 tonne of certified DHO4 seeds of maize were distributed to all agro 

pastoral livelihood zones within the county.Fuel subsidy for ploughing to poor 

farmers 

 As response activity fuel subsidy to strategic boreholes within the county was also 

done  

 Mass screening and referral to IMAM sites for treatment for malnutrition and 

Integrated outreaches. 

 Disease surveillance, treatment of minor illnesses to curb spread of diseases in 

humans. 

 Livestock mass vaccination against CCPP, PPR, Lump Skin Disease as well as de-

worming. 

 Provision of hay and nutritive supplements to livestock in pasture depleted areas like 

Laisamis, Loglogo, Chalbi among others.  

 Cash transfer programmes to highly vulnerable HHs done by NDMA, Concern World 

Wide, VSF Germany among other actors. 

 

Food Aid interventions 

 

 Provision of food for fees and food vouchers to low cost boarding 

 School feeding programme is ongoing to all the schools in the County.  

 General food distribution (GFD) to 50,800 beneficiaries is ongoing in Saku, Laisamis 

and North Horr Sub-Counties. 

 Food For Asset (FFA) distribution in Moyale Sub-County done by NDMA, WVI and 

WFP to 24,400 beneficiaries.  

 Food distribution to vulnerable HHs by County Government and other actors. 

 Supplementary feeding Programme was carried out to all health facilities with 

adequate stock to cater for all children less than five years, pregnant and lactating 

mothers meeting the criteria.  

 

1.0 Environmental indicator (stability)  

 

1.1 Rainfall  

 The onset of short rains was in the second Dekad later than anticipated across the 

County. Rainfall received in Marsabit town and its close environs amounted to 256.2 

mm with highest rainfall received on 19
th

 October (78.2 mm).  

 The graph below shows rainfall performance between 2007 and 2014; 
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 Rainfall was well received across the County although lowlands received less rainfall 

compared to mountain areas. 

 The Standard Precipitation Index for Marsabit is shown in the graph below 

 

 
 

Interpretation of SPI values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The 

SPI for October lies between 0 and 1 indicating the rainfall category is ‘normal’. 

 

1.2 Condition of natural vegetation and pasture availability 

 

1.2.1 Quality of Natural Vegetation  

 

Color SPI Values Rainfall Category 

 > +1.5 or more Strongly above normal 

 1 to +1.5 Above normal 

 -1 to 1 Normal 

 -1.5 to -1 Below normal 

 <-1.5 Strongly below normal 
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 Pasture condition is greening in Agro-pastoral area (Saku Sub County). Pasture has 

rejuvenated in most All pastoral areas due to the rains received.  

 In comparison to September, the quality of pasture and browse in the month under 

review has significantly improved across the County.  

 3 months Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) for Marsabit is illustrated below. 

 

 
 

Interpretation of VCI values 

 

Color VCI values                  Drought 

Category 

3-monthly 

average 

 

 ≥50 Wet 

 35 to 50 No drought 

 25 to 34 Mild Drought 

 10 to 24 Severe 

 <10 Extreme Drought 

 

The VCI for October lies between 35-40 which falls within ‘No Drought’ category. In 

addition an increase is noted in VCI when October is compared to September. 

 

 

1.2.2 Quantity of Natural Vegetation  

 

 The quantity of natural vegetation has increased due to rejuvenation of pasture as a 

result of received rains. This is an improvement when compared to last month. The 

quantity is expected to increase as the rains continue.  

  

1.2.3 Water sources and accessibility 

 

 Sources of water for human and livestock use were boreholes, shallow wells, 

traditional river wells, springs pans and dams. 

 The average house distance to water sources is 2.56 km while the same was 5.22 km 

in September. The waiting time at watering points is 1.18 hr while last month was 

2.92 hr. The average grazing distance is 8.94 km while it was 15.92 km last month.  

 

 

1.3 Emerging issues 
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 Food security situation in the County is still at Stressed phase but expected to ease 

with time as farm produce gets ready. 

 Some livestock are moving back closer home as pasture and water gets available near 

their settlements. 

 Roof water catchment is poorly adopted thus water scarcity is experienced almost 

immediately the rain ceases. 

 A lot of water goes to waste which if well trapped, it can be used for irrigation and 

livestock use during dry periods.  

 

2.0 Rural indicators 

 

2.1. Livestock production 

 

2.1.2. Livestock body Condition 

 

 Livestock body condition is good in most parts of the County. Fair body condition is 

observed in Laisamis and Chalbi.  

 Compared to previous month livestock body condition has improved except for 

livestock around Laisamis and chalbi which has poor body condition.When compared 

to same time in previous seasons,it can be quantified as normal. 

 

2.1.3 Livestock disease 

 

 In general, there were no epidemic diseases in the entire county. Worm infestation, 

Contagious Caprine Pleuropneumonia (CCPP), PPR, Contagious Bovine 

Pleuropneumonia (CBPP), Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD), Trypanosomiasis, 

Haemorrhagic septicaemia and Rabies are the endemic diseases mostly reported in the 

county.  

 

2.1.4 Milk production 

 

 An average of 24 bottles of 750 ml was produced in the month under review.19.8 

bottles of 750 ml was produced over a similar number of days in September. This is 

slight increase in milk production when compared to September.  

 An increase in milk production is expected as the quality and quantity of pasture 

increases as well as reduced distance to grazing areas. The average milk price per litre 

is Ksh 83.38 from last month’s Ksh 88.10.  

 

2.2 Crop Productions: 

 

2.2.1 Timeliness and status of crop. 

 

 There are no crops in the Agro pastoral areas. Planting is ongoing although most of 

the farmers have planted.  

 Farmers received fuel subsidy for tractors to be used in ploughing the planting fields 

and provided with certified drought tolerant seeds for planting as part of drought 

response intervention. Maize, beans, Teff and cow peas are the seeds most planted. 

 

2.2.2 Pest and Diseases 

 

 No crop pests or diseases were reported in the month under review. 
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2.2.3 Harvest. 

 

 No harvest was realized during the month since this is planting period. With tractor 

services by the county Government,More acreage has been ploughed together with 

timely distribution of certified seeds then a good harvested can be realized if rainfall 

distribution will be good.  

 

2.2.4 Implication on Food Security 

 

 The food security is expected to improve gradually. Already pasture and browse has 

improved in both quantity and quality. Slight increase in milk production is observed 

as well as improved livestock body condition.  

 Distance to water sources and distance to grazing areas has improved which enhances 

better livestock body condition. As a result, milk production will increase and better 

livestock prices realized.  

 Food prices are expected to remain high as more households depend on market 

purchases for food and expected (food prices) to reduce when harvesting is done. 

 

3.0 Access to food  

 

3.1 Livestock Marketing 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 

The average price of cattle in the county was Ksh 23,500 while the same was sold at Ksh 

21,250 in September. An increase of 10.58% is noted when compared to last month. The 

graph below compares 2014 monthly price with the long term price averages.   

 

 
 

n= 420 HH 

 

 Cattle sales remained very low with very few households selling cattle. The same is 

observed in market places. 
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 The increase in price can be linked to better cattle body condition when compared to 

last month. 

 The prices are normal when compared to Long Term Average. 

 

 

3.1.2 Goats’ Prices 

 

In October, average goat prices were Ksh 2,871 while the same sold at Ksh 2,795 in 

September. An increase of 2.7% is noted. 

The graph below shows the average market price of a medium size goat in 2014 compared to 

long term price mean (2007-2013).  

 

 
 

n= 420 HH 

 

 Comparing prices with corresponding LTA for the statistic month, an increase of 5.9 

% is noted.  

 A small goat was sold for Ksh 1,000-2,000, medium sized goat for Ksh 2,000-3,000 

and Ksh 3,000-4,000 for a big goat.  

 The increase may be attributed to improving body condition. 

 The prices are normal when compared to last year as well as long term average. 

 

3.1.3 Sheep prices 

 

 Average Sheep selling price was Ksh 2,529 in the month under review while the same 

was sold at Ksh 2,588 last month. Insignificant change in price is noted between 

September and October. Comparing this month’s average selling price to long term 

average selling price, an increase of 17.57% is noted.  

 2014 average selling prices are compared to LTA as shown in the graph below 
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n = 420 HH 

. 

 Sheep prices are so very low in North Horr affecting the overall average selling price. 

However better selling prices were recorded in Kalacha. 

  The prices are below normal when compared to October 2013 but within the normal 

ranges as per LTA. 

 

 

3.1.4 Camel prices 

 A medium sized camel was sold between Ksh 20,000 to Ksh 35,000. The price is 

greatly determined by size, sex, body condition and breed.  

 However most markets as well as at household level didn’t report any camel sale. 

 

 

3.2 livestock sales 

 

 The main livestock sales were sheep and goats.  Cattle sale was reported in very few 

households and the same observed in market places with almost nil camel sales. 

 The main markets in the County are Marsabit, Moyale, Sololo, Loiyangalani, Merille 

and North Horr. Most livestock markets are not operating normally and have recorded 

reduced sales as well as low selling prices. 

 

 

3.3 Milk Consumption 

 

 The average milk production in the month under review was 24 bottles of 750 ml. out 

of this, an average of 20 bottles was consumed within the households and an average 

of 6.67 bottles sold. 
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 It can be observed that most of the milk produced is consumed within the household. 

Significant increase in milk production is expected in November as the water, pasture 

and browse accessibility improves. In addition, most of the livestock will be back 

home thus more milk for the households. 

 

 

3.4 Crop prices per Kg. 

 

3.4.1 Maize 

 

 In the statistic month, a kg of maize was sold at an average of Ksh 51.21 while the 

same was sold at Ksh 49.16 in September which is an increase of Ksh 2.05. When 

average prices in the month under review are compared to corresponding LTA, a 

slight increase of 9.18 % is noted.  

 The graph below compares the average monthly prices of maize in 2014 and long 

term price averages. 

 

 

 
n= 420 HH 

 

 

 The increase in price may be attributed to poor accessibility of roads especially during 

rainy season thus higher transportation costs. However lower maize prices were noted 

Dukana and Balesa where a kg of maize was sold for Ksh 35 

 

 

3.4.2 Posho prices 

 

 In Marsabit County, the average price of posho was Ksh 57.10 while the same retailed 

at Ksh 58.40 in September. A price decrease of Ksh 1. 30 is noted when September 

and October is compared. 
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3.5 Income 

 

3.5.1 Crop income 

 

 There was no income realized from crops in October. The main crops produced are 

maize and beans where maize contributes approximately 20 percent to cash income 

and 30 percent to food while beans contribute approximately 20 percent to both food 

and cash income.  

 Maize, beans and Kales have been planted thus crop income may be realized from 

Kales in December. 

. 

 

3.5.2 Livestock income 

 

 The main livestock species in the County are: cattle, camels, sheep and goats.  

 Sale of sheep and goats remained the leading source of income.  Sales rate was 

highest in goat with an average of 1.85 % while that of sheep was 1.58%. Average 

sales rate for cattle was 0.66%. A decrease in sales rate is noted in all the species. 

 

 

3.5.3 Other income (trade, wages, etc.) 

 

 Apart from livestock sales, other sources of income included casual labour, petty 

trading, remittances, formal employment/salary, sale of charcoal and gift items. The 

pie chart shows % income from these sources. 

 

 
 

 Average daily wage rate in October was Ksh 335.  

 

 

3.5.4 Coping strategies index (CSI)  

 

In October 2014, coping strategies index was 1.46 while the same was 1.5 in August. CSI has 

eased slightly when compared to September.  
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Coping strategies commonly used within the Households included; 

 Reduced number of meals as well as meal size 

 Turning to cheaper foods. 

 Borrowing of food from relatives and friends 

 Skip meals for an entire day.  

 Restrict consumption of adults to allow more for children. 

 Purchase food on credit.  

 

 

3.6 Cereal: Meat Ratio 

 Cereal meat ratio or terms of trade as a ratio slightly increased to 0.53 from 0.51 last 

month. Highest cereal meat ratio was recorded in Loiyangalani division at 0.63 and 

least in Maikona and North Horr at 0.44 

 

3.7 Implications on food security 

 

 The food security situation in the County is likely to improve since the onset of short 

rains in many parts of the County. Livestock body condition is gradually improving in 

those areas where it has rained well. The areas yet to receive substantial rainfall are 

still experiencing hard times and need food aid. This are areas in Laisamis, Chalbi 

and Shurr 

 CSI has reduced when compared to last month indicating an improving situation. 

 Planting has been done but the impacts in terms of food security can’t be felt until 

harvesting is done. 

 

4.0 Welfare (Utilization of food) 

 

4.1 Nutritional status  

 

 Average risk of malnutrition (ARM) amongst children within 12 months to 59 months 

was 23.18%.  This represents a 9.09% decrease when compared to September.  

 Comparing October 2014 ARM with LTA percentage, insignificant difference is 

noted. 
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n= 420 HH 

 

4.2 Health  

. 

 The top common diseases affecting both the under fives and the general population 

are Respiratory Tract Infection (RTI), malaria, diarrhoea, diseases of the skin, and 

pneumonia across the County. 

 

5.0 Current intervention measures  

 

5.1 Non-food interventions 

 

 Provision of certified drought tolerant relief seed and Fuel subsidy for ploughing to 

poor farmers. 

 Fuel subsidy to strategic boreholes  

 Mass screening and referral to IMAM sites for treatment for malnutrition and 

Integrated outreaches. 

 Disease surveillance, treatment of minor illnesses to curb spread of diseases in 

humans. 

 Livestock mass vaccination against CCPP, PPR, Lump Skin Disease as well as de-

worming. 

 Provision of hay and nutritive supplements to livestock in pasture depleted areas like 

Laisamis, Loglogo, Chalbi among others.  

 Cash transfer programmes to highly vulnerable HHs done by NDMA, Concern World 

Wide, VSF Germany among other actors 

 

5.2 Food Aid interventions 

 

 Provision of food for fees and food vouchers to low cost boarding 

 School feeding programme is ongoing to all the schools in the County.  

 Retargetting is on going For (GFD) to 50,800 beneficiaries.This is due to the on going 

harmonization of all cash transfers.This is done to avoid duplication. 

 Food For Asset (FFA) in Moyale Sub-County done by NDMA, WVI and WFP to 

24,400 beneficiaries.  

 Food distribution to vulnerable HHs by County Government and other actors. 

 Supplementary feeding Programme is on going in all health facilities with adequate 

stock to cater for all children less than five years, pregnant and lactating mothers 

meeting the criteria.  

 

6.0 Recommendations 

 De-silting of water pans and dams to trap maximum water during the ongoing 

short rains. 

 Promotion of water roof harvesting and provision of plastic tanks. 

 Rehabilitation of water sources 

 Constant livestock disease surveillance, vaccinations and de-worming  

 Support Sub-County and cross boarder peace meetings to enhance peaceful co- 

existence. 

  Increase active case finding of acutely malnourished cases. 

  Up scaling of nutrition and health services.  

 Ensure consistent and adequate supply of emergency nutrition supplies  
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