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Situation Overview 

 

 Rainfall received in Marsabit central amounted to 14.2 mm. Light showers of rainfall 

were reported in the lowland areas of Loiyangalani, Turbi and some parts of North 

Horr. Heavy downpour was received on 23
rd

 and 24
th

 in Dukana, Mt Kulal, Garwole, 

Sabarei, Qorqa, Darade, Bulukh, Ndoto ranges and Dosole. All the other areas 

reported no rainfall at all which is normal for this period.  

 Nutritional status of children within one to five years brackets shows average at risk 

of malnutrition (MUAC below 135 mm as percentage) is 25.88%. An increase in 

malnutrition rates has been noted in Marsabit central areas of Sagante, Karare and 

Garqarsa. 

 Quality and quantity of Pasture and browse is fair but deteriorating in many areas of 

the County. The browse is depleting faster than usual due to in-migration from other 

Counties (Samburu, Wajir, Isiolo) and Ethiopia. Pasture is rejuvenating in 

Loiyangalani, Qorqa, Bulukh, Dukana and other areas where rainfall was received.  

 Insecurity incident between Borana and Samburu communities has been reported in 

Kom which can be attributed to resource completion (water and pasture). Other minor 

incidences have been reported along border towns of Forolle and Dukana 

 Livestock body condition varies depending with pasture and water availability. Most 

of the livestock especially camels has fair body condition while the rest have poor 

body condition. The most affected is cattle and to some extent the shoats. Emaciated 

shoats have been observed in Ngurnit, Kalacha and Gallas. 

 Sources of water for human and livestock use were boreholes, shallow wells, water 

trucking and springs. Serious water stress is evident in Korr, Illaut, Hurri Hills, Kubi 

Qoti, Toricha, Arano among others. 

 Low Water recharge rate in almost all boreholes is reported as well as overuse. This 

lead to overcrowding by humans and livestock at the boreholes. As a result, 

boreholes, breakages have since been reported. 

 Migration within and to the County is on the rise.  

 Livestock prices have greatly decreased with markets operating below normal. 

 Illnesses reported were diarrhea, typhoid, Upper Respiratory Tract Infection, eye 

infection and Malaria.  

 The early warning stage is varying across the County. The Agro Pastoral 

livelihood zone is in Early Alarm while All pastoral livelihood zones is in Late 

Alarm stage of drought cycle. The trend is deteriorating in all livelihood zones. 

 

 

Recommendations to CSG and National KFSSG authorities 



 Food supplies to be distributed to the schools and vulnerable communities  

 Provision of certified seeds and farm inputs  

 Provision of portable water pump sets and accessories  

 De-silting of water pans  

 Promotion of drought resistant crops  

 Rehabilitation of water Supplies and Fuel Subsidy  

 Livestock disease surveillance, vaccinations and de-worming  

 Provision of livestock feeds supplements  

 Off take and hay production  
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 Increase active case finding of acutely malnourished cases alongside upscaling of 

nutrition and health services  

 Ensure consistent and adequate supply of emergency nutrition supplies  

 Provision of low energy cooking Jikos  

 

 

Current Interventions 

 

Non- food interventions 

 

 

 Disease surveillance, treatment of minor illnesses to curb spread of diseases in 

humans. 

 Mass screening and referral to IMAM sites for treatment for malnutrition and 

Integrated outreaches. 

 Water trucking to areas facing acute water shortage. 

 Construction and equipping of various boreholes across the County. 

 Construction and equipping of storage water tanks. 

 Installation of green houses 

 Construction of toilets and campaigns to safe drinking water 

 Response teams are on the ground to repair broken down boreholes. 

 Livestock vaccination and de-worming. 

 Provision of 28 motorcycles to enhance extension staff mobility. 

 Cash transfer programmes to highly vulnerable HHs. 

 

Food Aid interventions 

 

 Food distribution to vulnerable HHs by County Government and other actors. 

 School feeding programme is ongoing to all the schools in the County.  

 Supplementary feeding Programme was carried out to all health facilities with 

adequate stock to cater for all children less than five years, pregnant and lactating 

mothers meeting the criteria.  

 General food distribution (GFD) to 50,800 beneficiaries is ongoing in Saku, Laisamis and 

North Horr Sub-Counties. 

 Food For Asset (FFA) distribution in Moyale Sub-County done by NDMA, WVI and 

WFP to 24,400 beneficiaries.  
 
1.0 Environmental indicator (stability)  

 

1.1 Rainfall  
 Rainfall received in Marsabit central amounted to 14.2 mm. Light showers of rainfall 

were reported in the lowland areas of Loiyangalani, South Horr, Turbi and some parts 

of North Horr. Heavy downpour was received on 23
rd

 and 24
th

 in Dukana, Garwole, 

Sabarei, Qorqa, Darade, Bulukh and Dosole. All the other areas reported no rainfall at 

all which is normal for this period.  

 The graph below shows rainfall performance between 2007 and 2014; 
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 A few areas received rainfall which is not normal at this month and time of the 

season. 

 

1.2 Condition of natural vegetation and pasture availability 

 

1.2.1 Quality of Natural Vegetation  
 

 Pasture condition is generally fair with some pockets of Huri Hills, Dukana, Garwole, 

Sabarei, Qorqa, Darade, Bulukh and Dosole being fair. Pasture and browse in agro- 

pastoral areas of Saku such as Goro-Rukesa, Songa and Parkishon is depleted and the 

livestock now rely on fallen dry leaves and crop residues from the farms as they 

migrate towards Shurr and Laisamis. This is unusual for this time of the year as 

pasture and browse is normally available to last upto 2 months 

 In the pastoral livelihood zone in areas of Arapal, Merille, Moite, Mt Kulal, Burgabo, 

Forole and Turbi; pasture is fair tending towards poor and is expected to last for a 

maximum 2 months.   

 In comparison to July, the quality of pasture and browse in the month under review 

has significantly deteriorated in Saku and Laisamis Sub-counties and remained 

constant in North Horr. 
 

 

1.2.2 Quantity of Natural Vegetation  

 

 In The areas which received rainfall, the quantity of Pasture and browse neither 

increased nor decreased. Quantity of pasture and browse greatly deteriorated in all 

other areas compared to last Month.  

 Livestock influx from neighbouring counties of Samburu and Isiolo is putting a lot of 

pressure on pasture and browse in areas of Laisamis, Kom , Soriadi and will lead to 

the pasture depletion even faster. In addition, in migration from Ethiopia to border 

towns of Forolle and El-Hadi is fuelling faster pasture depletion. The influx is not 

normal and may lead to resource based conflicts due competition. 



5 

 

 

  

1.2.3 Water sources and accessibility 

 

 Sources of water for human and livestock use were boreholes, shallow wells, water 

trucking and springs in Loiyangalani and North Horr. 

 Hurri Hills, Forolle, Illaut, Farakoren, Sagante, Karare, Dirib-Gombo, Goro-Rukesa, 

Urawen in korr, Segel, among others are currently experiencing severe water scarcity 

hence increased distances to watering points.  

 The average house distance to water sources is 5.82 km while the same was 4.54 km 

in August. The waiting time at watering points is 2.48 hr while last month was 2.18 

hr. The average grazing distance is 18.74 km while it was 12.84 km last month.  

 Current trekking distances between water source and grazing areas in Laisamis and 

North- Horr for cattle, sheep and goat range from 25-30 km. Camels were reported to 

trek even longer in some areas of Laisamis with return distances ranging from 50-70 

km. 

 Watering intervals have decreased with camels going for 11-14 days, shoats 5-8 days 

and 3-5 days for cattle. Livestock are being watered even during wee hours of the 

night.  

 

1.3 Emerging issues 

 

 All the indicators show a deteriorating trend.  Worsening water and forage availability 

as well as accessibility is noted. Distances to water sources are increasing rapidly as 

well as waiting time at the water sources. 

 Concentration of livestock around water sources leading to erosion, long waiting time 

and frequent machine breakages at the boreholes.  

 Food security situation in the County is at Stressed Food Insecurity phase and urgent 

food and non food interventions are required. 

 Migration patterns are not normal with unusual influx of livestock from neighbouring 

Counties as well as Ethiopia.  

 

2.0 Rural indicators 

 

2.1. Livestock production 

 

2.1.2. Livestock body Condition 

 

 Livestock body condition is fair for camels and shoats but fair to poor for cattle in 

both the Pastoral and Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. In pastoral areas of Korr, 

Kalacha and Gallas body condition is poor to the extent where the animals were weak 

and unable to move.  

 Livestock body condition is expected to worsen in both livelihood zones due to long 

trekking distances in search for pasture and water as a result of rapidly deteriorating 

rangelands conditions and increasing distances to water sources. 

 Compared to previous month, livestock body condition is deteriorating in all parts of 

the county. An improvement in body condition is expected where rainfall was 

received. When compared to same time in previous seasons, it can be quantified as 

not normal. 
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2.1.3 Livestock disease 

 

 In general, there were no epidemic diseases in the entire county. Worm infestation, 

Enterotoxoamia, Contagious Caprine Pleuropneumonia (CCPP), Contagious Bovine 

Pleuropneumonia (CBPP), Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD), Trypanosomiasis, 

Haemorrhagic septicaemia and Rabies are the endemic diseases mostly reported in the 

county.  

 

2.1.4 Milk production 

 

 An average of 29.75 bottles of 750 ml was produced in the month under review.  23.6 

bottles of 750 ml was produced over a similar number of days in July. This represents 

26 % increase in milk production when compared to July.  

 The average milk price per litre is Ksh 85.13 from last month’s Ksh 79.34.  

 

2.2 Crop Productions: 

 

2.2.1 Timeliness and status of crop. 

 

 For August, no crop production is reported  

 Farmers are preparing their fields in anticipation of short rains onset. 

 

 

 

2.2.2 Pest and Diseases 

 

 No crop pests or diseases were reported in the month under review. 

 

2.2.3 Harvest. 

 

 During the long rains season, about 1800 bags of maize and 1000 bags of beans were 

harvested. The maize and bean yield realized are 47 percent and 20.8 percent of long 

term average respectively; the dismal performance in terms of yield for the crops can 

be attributed mainly to poor rainfall performance that could not sustain moisture 

requirements for the crops through their entire growth period. 

 Area put under maize and beans reduced by 35.9 percent and 11.8 percent of the long 

term average respectively.  The poor nature of the rains led to people being sceptical 

and therefore did not open more land for planting.  

 

2.2.4 Implication on Food Security 

 

 In the wake of reduced milk production and consumption, malnutrition rates for 

children less than five years old is expected to gradually increase if immediate 

interventions are not implemented. 

 There was serious crop failure in maize while very low yields were realized in maize 

and beans. There is no food stock within the households from the Long rains harvest. 

Food prices are expected to remain high as more households depend on market 

purchases for food due to low harvests and low household stocks in both agro and 

pastoral zones 

 Irrigated crop production in Marsabit County is only practiced on a small scale in the 

Agro-pastoral zones with kales and tomatoes being the main crops grown. Area put under 
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kale and tomato production within the season was below long term average by 48 and 68 

percent respectively; as a result, the yield realized for kale and tomato reduced by 75 and 

81 percent respectively.  

 Deteriorating browse and pasture conditions, longer trekking distances to grazing 

areas and watering points greatly affect Households economic output. 

 

3.0 Access to food  

 

3.1 Livestock Marketing 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 
The average price of cattle in the county was Ksh 21,000 which is a decrease from last 

month’s Ksh 22,333. When compared to long term prices mean, the price has increased by 

7.3%. The graph below compares 2014 monthly price with the long term price averages.   

 

 
 

n= 420 HH 

 

 

 The decrease in cattle price can be attributed to deteriorating body condition and few 

sales of cattle. The price is determined by size, breed, body condition and sex thus the 

few sales and price may be affected by the parameters given. 

 
 
 
 
 
3.1.2 Goats’ Prices 
 
In August, average goat prices were Ksh 2,765 while the same sold at Ksh 2,854 in July 

which represents a 3.11 % decrease in price.  

The graph below shows the average market price of a medium size goat in 2014 compared to 

long term price mean (2007-2013).  
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n= 420 HH 

 

 Comparing prices with corresponding LTA for the statistic month, an increase of 10.5 

% is noted. Highest average goat prices were noted in Maikona at Ksh 3,120 and 

lowest in North Horr at Ksh 2,391.  

 A small goat was sold for Ksh 1,000-2,000, medium sized goat for Ksh 2,000-3,000 

and Ksh 3,000-4,000 for a big goat.  

 Decrease in prices may be attributed to lack of good markets (buyers) as well as the 

deteriorating body condition. 

 The prices are below normal when compared to last year. 

 
 
3.1.3 Sheep prices 
 

 Average Sheep selling price was Ksh 2,555 in the month under review while the same 

was sold at Ksh 2,503 in July. Comparing this month’s average selling price to long 

term average selling price, an increase of 13.05% is noted.  

 2014 average selling prices are compared to LTA as shown in the graph below 
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n = 420 HH 

. 

 Highest average sheep prices were recorded in Laisamis division at Ksh 2,843 and 

lowest in North Horr at Ksh 2,190. 

 Sheep prices are so low that a medium sheep is going for as low as Ksh 1,500. The 

dwindling prices may be attributed to deteriorating body condition and lack of buyers. 

 The prices are below normal when compared to August 2013 but within the normal 

ranges as per LTA. 

 

 

3.1.4 Camel prices 

 A medium sized camel was sold between Ksh 20,000 to Ksh 35,000. The price is 

greatly determined by size, sex, body condition and breed.  

 However most markets as well as at household level didn’t report any camel sale. 

 

 

3.2 livestock sales 

 

 The main livestock sales were sheep and goats.  Cattle and camel sale was reported in 

very few households and the same observed in market places.   

 The main markets in the county are Marsabit, Moyale, Sololo, Loiyangalani, Merille 

and North Horr. Most livestock markets are not operating normally and have recorded 

reduced sales. 
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3.3 Milk Consumption 

 

 The average milk production in the month under review was 29.75 bottles of 750 ml. 

out of this, an average of 25 bottles was consumed within the households and the rest 

was sold. Qorqa, Bulukh and Turbi reported increase in milk production which 

insignificantly affected availability and consumption. 

 Migration, depletion of pasture and browse and long distances to water sources are the 

main reasons cited for the milk decline in the pastoral and agro-pastoral livelihood 

zones. In light of the reducing production, milk consumption at household level has 

also declined. 

 

 

3.4 Crop prices per Kg. 

 

3.4.1 Maize 

 

 In the statistic month, a kg of maize was sold at an average of Ksh 53.64 while the 

same was sold at Ksh 49.60 in July. When average prices in the month under review 

are compared to corresponding LTA, 10.7 % increase is noted.  

 The graph below compares the average monthly prices of maize in 2014 and long 

term price averages. 

 

 

 
n= 420 HH 

 

 

 An exceptionally high price of maize was observed in El Molo Bay in Loiyangalani 

with a kg retailing at Ksh 80. Prices are expected to increase as the long dry period 

continues. 
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3.4.2 Posho prices 

 

 In Marsabit County, the average price of posho was Ksh 59.44 while the same retailed 

at Ksh 56.26 in July. Prices of major food items at the market level is as shown 

below: 

 

DIVISION NAME 

AVERAGE 
PRICE OF 
MAIZE 

AVERAGE 
PRICE OF 
POSHO 
(MILLED) 

AVERAGE 
PRICE OF 
SIFTED MAIZE 

AVERAGE 
PRICE OF 
BEANS 

AVERAGE 
PRICE OF 
RICE 

CENTRAL 47.80 60 76.70 85 80 

LAISAMIS 58.80 62.50 86.30 87.50 90 

LOIYANGALANI 68 68 88 100 108 

MAIKANO 47.5                  50 80 81.10 90 

NORTH HORR 46.1 56.70 73.30 71.40 77.80 

Average 53.64 59.44 80.86 85 89.16 

 

 

3.5 Income 

 

3.5.1 Crop income 

 

 The main crops produced are maize and beans where maize contributes approximately 

20 percent to cash income and 30 percent to food while beans contribute 

approximately 20 percent to both food and cash income. However, the production was 

below average hence the stock sold is not from farms but rather buying from 

neighbouring counties as well as Ethiopia.  

 Other crop income includes kales and tomatoes which are grown in small scale 

through irrigation. 

. 

 

3.5.2 Livestock income 

 
 The main livestock species in the County are: cattle, camels, sheep and goats. Livestock 

production contributes to 82 percent of cash income in the pastoral livelihood zone and 60 

percent in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. Camels are the most important species in the 

pastoral livelihood while cattle sheep and goats are the most important in the agro-

pastoral livelihood zone.  

 Sale of sheep and goats remained the leading source of income.  Sales rate was 

highest in goat with an average of1.84 % while that of sheep was 1.59%. 

 Highest sales rate for goat was Loiyangalani division at 2.51% while Maikona 

division had the highest sales rate for sheep at 2.84% respectively. North Horr had the 

least sales rate for goat at 1.26% while least sheep sales rate was recorded at 0.92% in 

Loiyangalani. The sales rate is below normal at this time of the year and a decline 

when compared to last month. 
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3.5.3 Other income (trade, wages, etc.) 

 

 Apart from livestock sales, other sources of income included casual labour, petty 

trading, formal employment, remittances, sale of charcoal and gift items as illustrated 

in the pie chart below. 

 

 
 

 Average daily wage rate in August was Ksh 319.80. Highest average daily wage rate 

was in Maikona at Ksh 386 and lowest in North Horr at Ksh 283.   

 

 

3.5.4 Coping strategies index (CSI)  

 

In August 2014, coping strategies index was 1.66 up from last month’s 1.8. CSI has eased 

slightly when compared to July.  

Coping strategies commonly used within the Households included; 

 Reduced number of meals as well as meal size 

 Turning to cheaper foods. 

 Borrowing of food from relatives and friends 

 Skip meals for an entire day.  

 Restrict consumption of adults to allow more for children. 

 Purchase food on credit.  

 Begging and doing degrading jobs 

 Consuming wild fruits in Karare  

 In Gas, newborn kids and lambs are killed to salvage the mother.  

 

 

3.6 Cereal: Meat Ratio 

 Cereal meat ratio or terms of trade as a ratio increased to 0.56 from 0.53 in 

comparison to last month. Highest cereal meat ratio was recorded in Loiyangalani 

division at 0.7 and least in Maikona at 0.43 
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3.7 Implications on food security 

 

 The food security situation in the County is likely to worsen as the long dry spell 

continues given that several open water sources have dried up, and also pastures and 

browse are depleted in most areas resulting to intensified migration of livestock in search 

of pasture and water. That notwithstanding, the situation is aggravated by high livestock 

influx from the neighbouring counties of Isiolo, Samburu and North eastern putting 

further pressure on available pasture, browse and water.  

 Livestock body conditions are likely to continue deteriorating following a decline in 

quantity and quality of pasture and water. Although resource based conflicts have not 

been reported so far, they may flare up as pressure increases on limited grazing and water 

resources and may cause disruptions on market operations impacting on elements of food 

availability and accessibility.  

 Household water consumption is expected to deteriorate in terms of quantity and 

quality which may expose households to food and water-borne diseases 

 

 

4.0 Welfare (Utilization of food) 

 

4.1 Nutritional status  

 

 Average risk of malnutrition (ARM) amongst children within 12 months to 59 months 

was 25.58%.  Insignificant increase is observed when compared to July. 

 Comparing August 2014 ARM with LTA percentage, a massive decrease of 20.8% is 

noted. 

 
 

n= 420 HH 

 

 The percentage of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) by weight for height according to 

the Nutrition survey conducted in July 2014 is 20.5 percent, 18.2 percent and 29.2 percent 

for Chalbi, Laisamis and North Horr/Loiyangalani respectively. The GAM rates are 

above the emergency threshold of 15 percent. Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) by 
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weight for height currently stands at 3.1 percent, 2.4 percent and 7.6 percent in Chalbi, 

Laisamis and North Horr/Loiyangalani respectively. SAM prevalence in Chalbi and 

North Horr/Loiyangalani is above the emergency threshold of three percent.  
 

 

4.2 Health  

. 

 The top common diseases affecting both the under fives and the general population 

are Respiratory Tract Infection (RTI), malaria, diarrhoea, diseases of the skin, and 

pneumonia across the County. 

 Kalazhar cases are on the decline 

 According to July 2014 SMART Survey, cases of pneumonia and diarrhoea have 

increased 18 and 30 percent respectively when July 2014 and July 2013 is compared. 

In addition, the coverage of vaccinations and fully immunized children under 5 years 

stands at 90 percent. 

 

5.0 Current intervention measures  

 

5.1 Non-food interventions 

 

 Mass screening and referral to IMAM sites for treatment for malnutrition and 

Integrated outreaches. 

 Disease surveillance, treatment of minor illnesses to curb spread of diseases in 

humans. 

 Water trucking to areas facing acute water shortage. 

 Construction and equipping of various boreholes across the County. 

 Construction and equipping of storage water tanks. 

 Installation of green houses 

 Construction of toilets and campaigns to safe drinking water 

 Response teams are on the ground to repair broken down boreholes. 

 Livestock vaccination and de-worming. 

 Provision of 28 motorcycles to enhance extension staff mobility. 

 Cash transfer programmes to highly vulnerable HHs. 

 

5.2 Food Aid interventions 

 
 Food distribution to vulnerable HHs by County Government and other actors. 

 School feeding programme is ongoing to all the schools in the County.  

 Supplementary feeding Programme was carried out to all health facilities with 

adequate stock to cater for all children less than five years, pregnant and lactating 

mothers meeting the criteria.  

 General food distribution (GFD) to 50,800 beneficiaries is ongoing in Saku, Laisamis and 

North Horr Sub-Counties. 

 Food For Asset (FFA) distribution in Moyale Sub-County done by NDMA, WVI and 

WFP to 24,400 beneficiaries.  
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6.0 Recommendations 

 

 Food supplies to be distributed to  schools and vulnerable communities  

 Provision of certified seeds and farm inputs  

 Provision of portable water pump sets and accessories  

 De-silting of water pans  

 Promotion of drought resistant crops  

 Rehabilitation of water Supplies and Fuel Subsidy  

 Livestock disease surveillance, vaccinations and de-worming  

 Provision of livestock feeds supplements  

 Off take and hay production  

 Increase active case finding of acutely malnourished cases alongside up scaling 

of nutrition and health services  

 Ensure consistent and adequate supply of emergency nutrition supplies  

 Provision of low energy cooking Jikos  

 


