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Mali • Complex Emergency  
Situation Report No. 14 
29 August 2012  

 
This report is produced by the OCHA Mali office in collaboration with humanitarian partners and 
is issued by OCHA Headquarters in New York. It covers the period from 11 August to 22 August 
2012. The next report will be issued on or around 11 September 2012. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 4.6 million people are now estimated to be at risk of food insecurity due to conflict in northern Mali 
and the Sahel food and nutrition crisis. 

 As of 22 August 2012, an estimated 442,775 people had been forced from their homes in Mali, mainly 
due to the conflict in the north. Of these, 174,000 people were internally displaced, and 268,775 were 
living as refugees in neighbouring countries. 

 Since 1 January, 159 cases of cholera, including 12 deaths, have been reported in the Gao and 
Ansongo districts of northern Mali. 

 11,663 people have reportedly been affected by floods in Ségou and Kayes regions after heavy rains. 
11 villages in Tominian and San areas were particularly affected. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Recent political developments 
 
Mali’s interim president 
Dioncounda Traore approved a 
new caretaker Government of 
National Unity on 20 August. With 
31 ministers, the new Government 
includes a new Department of 
Religious Affairs, allies of Prime 
Minister Check Modibo Diarra and 
military members close to the 
former junta. Of the 31 ministers, 
18 were part of the former 
Government. 
 
The new Government has 
promised to prioritize ending the 
instability in the north and winning 
back the three occupied northern 
regions. Prime Minister Diarra has 
also decided to hold a “national 
dialogue” on how the political 
transition should be led, with fair 
and transparent elections a major 
priority.  
 
The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has offered to help Mali form a stable 
government and has agreed to move 3,000+ troops into Mali if dialogue and negotiation fail to resolve the 
crisis in the north. The ECOWAS military option remains a last resort that would be carried out with a UN 
mandate, however, and the exact terms remain unresolved. National authorities have also recently 
asserted their full confidence in the Malian Army to restore Government control in the north without 
external assistance.   
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Humanitarian overview 
 

 
 
Mali continues to face an acute food and nutrition crisis, with an estimated 4.6 million people now at risk 
of food insecurity. The political and security situation in the north is exacerbating this crisis and has 
devastated food production in the country. 
 
Since 1 January, 159 cholera cases, including 12 deaths, have been reported in Gao and Asongo districts 
in the north. Humanitarian partners are increasing their efforts to curb the recent outbreak. 
 
Following heavy rains, flooding was reported in Ségou and Kayes regions, with 11 villages particularly 
affected in Tominian and San areas. An estimated 1,772 households (11,663 people) were affected. In 
the affected areas five people died (drowning and house collapse), with 65 open wells and 523 latrines 
damaged or destroyed. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response in Mali 

 

 FOOD SECURITY 

 
Needs: 

 An estimated 4.6 million people are at risk of food insecurity due to the food and nutrition crisis 

and conflict in the north. 

 Evaluations by Mali’s Early Warning System indicated that 2.97 million people lived in drought-

affected areas in the south as of February and April 2012. This figure includes 1.84 million people 

at risk of severe food insecurity and 1.13 million people at risk of moderate food insecurity.    

Response: 

 To date, WFP has delivered food to 553,000 people through its emergency programme, including 

148,100 people in the north thanks to partners like CARE, Africare, Handicap International, 

Islamic Relief, Solidarités International, ACF, OXFAM and Norwegian Church Aid.  
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 Up to 916 households have benefited from World Vision’s cash distribution in Didieni and 

Sagabala in south-western Mali. Save the Children has begun distributing food vouchers to 600 

vulnerable households in Gao and 1,200 households in Diema. 

 WFP continues to prepare at the community level in Sikasso to launch cash-for-work activities in 

coming weeks. This programme will reach 20,000 people. 

 FAO is distributing integrated rice-fish farming systems through farmer field schools in Ségou, 

Sikasso and Mopti regions. FAO is also supporting the National Fisheries Office aquaculture 

projects in different village communities of the Ségou region. 

Gaps and Constraints: 

 The security situation complicates the full implementation of humanitarian programmes.  

 The rainy season and associated flooding has caused access difficulties in some areas. 

 More funding is required for food programmes targeting IDPs in Mali. 

 NUTRITION 
 
Needs: 

 Data show that 149,965 children were admitted to various acute malnutrition treatment 

programmes between January and June 2012 in southern Mali. During the same period in 2011, 

only 55,930 children were admitted to these programmes. 

 Of the 149,965 children treated in the first half of 2012, 103,455 were treated for moderate acute 

malnutrition (URENAM); 40,475 for severe acute malnutrition (URENAS); and 6,035 for treatment 

of severe acute malnutrition with complications (URENI).  

 Kayes and Sikasso regions recorded the greatest number of children admitted for acute 

malnutrition in 2012, with 38,415 children in Kayes and 35,082 in Sikasso. Koulikoro region 

recorded the highest number of new URENAS admissions, with 3,573 newly admitted children 

under five. Sikasso region recorded the highest number of new URENI admissions, with 2,158 

children. UNICEF and WFP provide supplies for the treatment of acute malnourished children in 

these programmes. 

 A new SMART survey will start on 27 August 2012 for the six southern regions of Mali. The 

survey will be conducted by the National Institute of Statistics, the MoH, UNICEF, WHO, WFP 

and the EU. This new survey will update the data on nutritional status and mortality of under-5 

children. 

 

Response: 

 In the last month a further 668 health personnel were trained on community management of 

acute malnutrition (CMAM) and integrated young child feeding. Of these, 630 personnel were in 

Kayes and 38 in Koulikoro.  

 In Kidal region MDM-B is systematically screening children under 5 for malnutrition as part of 

their vaccination campaign that is targeting approximately 11,000 children in the region. 

 The second Nutrition sub-cluster was officially established in Kayes on 7 August 2012. The Sub-

Cluster lead is shared between the Regional Directorate of Health and the Malian and French 

branches of the Red Cross. 

 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Collecting data on admissions to treatment programmes remains challenging. Government data 
are provided quarterly, with quarter two data received in the last week. 

 To date, NGOs are working in (or have developed plans to work in) 51 of the 60 Health Districts 
in Mali. The remaining 9 Health Districts remain without NGO support. 

 As of 20 August, US$18,890,567 was still required to meet the urgent nutrition needs identified in 
2012 Mali CAP.   
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 HEALTH  
 
Needs: 

 16 new cases of cholera were reported between 13 and 19 August in Gao region. Since 1 
January, 159 cases of cholera have been reported, including 12 deaths. Major needs among the 
population include cholera containment in the region of Gao.  

 Intensification of epidemiological surveillance, prevention and an awareness-raising campaign 
are necessary in and around cholera-affected communities. 

 
Response: 

 In response to the cholera outbreak, UNICEF has delivered five cholera treatment kits to MDM-B 

(3) in Gao and ALIMA (1) in Timbuktu and one to the UNICEF field office on the border in 

Kankan. These kits contain supplies for the treatment of 500 severe and 2000 moderate cases. 

 WHO and Population Services International launched a campaign distributing insecticide treated 

mosquito nets to 43,000 persons, mainly IDPs in the region of Mopti.  

 At the initiative of WHO, « l’Ordre des Médecins », « Coopération Française », UNFPA and UN 

Women, a third mission of 70 health specialists is being sent to the three northern regions and to 

Mopti districts. The Health Cluster provided capacity building and training to those specialists 

before their deployment to the field. 

 A campaign to vaccinate all children under five (307,000) in the conflict affected north has 

reached over 50 per cent of the targeted area. To date, 147,380 children have been vaccinated 

against measles (53% of target), 155,924 against polio (51%), 138,088 provided with Vitamin A 

supplements (50%), and 114,666 de-wormed (47%). 

 IOM has received medical products from AmeriCares to distribute to IDPs and other vulnerable 

populations. IOM is coordinating with the Health Cluster and the Ministry of Health to ensure 

these products directly reach the most vulnerable populations and communities. 

 

Gaps and constraints:  

 Vaccine campaign planning and coordination in the north have been challenged by the impact of 
displacement. Updated IDP figures will allow more accurate planning of health programmes. 

 Cluster partners need adequate funding to meet current and future health needs, especially 
cholera and other disease preparedness and contingency planning. 

 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
Needs: 

 In Gao region, where the cholera outbreak is located, patients are receiving treatment in health 

facilities, and plans are being assessed to set up mobile cholera teams that will include WASH 

specialists. WASH support is required to contain the current cholera epidemic. 

 

Response: 

 UNICEF is working to improve WASH infrastructure in the north, including by providing access to 
sustainable safe drinking water to nearly 12,400 vulnerable people in Kidal and Gao regions. 
Teams have started building two small-scale drinking water systems and four boreholes in Kidal 
region. In Gao, work has begun on two small-scale drinking water systems and 10 boreholes.  

 To date UNICEF-supported hygiene kits have reached over 240,000 people in the north. During 
the reporting period, UNICEF supported IRC and ACF-E in distributing 6,000 cholera prevention 
kits to households in Gao region. In Tombouctou, a further 7,500 kits were distributed through 
Solidarités, and Alima.  

 UNICEF is preparing to support Government technical services of the WASH response to cholera 

in Koulikoro, Kayes, Mopti and Gao regions. 

 To kick start the national cholera prevention plan UNICEF is supporting a national TV and radio 
campaign running from July to September.  
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 In partnership with Aidemet Antenna, UNICEF has supplied 34 health centres in areas vulnerable 
to cholera with the materials needed to produce chlorine by electrolysis. Chlorine will help 
maintain hygiene in health facilities and promote household water treatment and conservation. 

 In response to the floods in Kayes, local authorities and the Malian Red Cross have provided 
food and mosquito nets. In addition, 145 households have been sensitized to key hygiene 
practices, 41 wells and 81 latrines have been treated, and 78 households received material for 
water purification at home. WASH cluster partners are finalizing a needs assessment for the flood 
response in Kayes and Segou regions. 

 
Gaps and constraints: 

 Poor mobile phone coverage in Gao region hinders the flow of information from health centres to 
local partners on the specific locations of new cholera cases. The WASH and 
telecommunications clusters are working to identify solutions. 

 

 EDUCATION 

 
Needs:  

 This week the education cluster published results of a new rapid education assessment in the 
occupied north. The assessment reveals the key strategy to ensure that continuity of educational 
activities in the northern regions continues to be a coordinated effort and maintaining approaches 
adapted to each region.

1
  

 
Response:  

 6,204 children (2,902 girls and 3,302 boys) have benefitted from school kits. In addition, 85 
teachers’ kits and 89 recreation kits have been distributed to date. 

 To support contingency planning and resilience building of education stakeholders, the Education 
Cluster held a training of trainers for 80 education officials and NGO representatives on 
Education in Emergencies and Coordination (40 in Ségou and 40 in Kayes). This brings the total 
number of education officials and partners trained to 103.  

 With support from Save the Children, 150 teachers and 25 school directors have been trained in 
“Pedagogy of large groups” and “Remedial Modules” in the region of Ségou to ensure quality 
education in host schools for the new school year and during catch-up classes.  

 In Mopti, 3,935 displaced students from Grade 1 to 6 in need of remedial courses have been 
identified through a local coordination mechanism and will benefit from the second session of 
catch-up classes to be held in September.   

 To organize remedial classes for IDP children in examination classes in southern Mali, the 
Ministry of Education, with Education Cluster support, has received school kits and food. These 
catch-up courses will be held from August to September, with the support of Catholic Relief 
Services, Islamic Relief, Plan Mali, Save the Children, UNICEF and the World Food Programme. 

 
Gaps and Constraints:  

 Currently only one of the 503 schools in southern Mali which are supporting IDP children has a 
school canteen. The education cluster has advocated with food security partners, and WFP has 
included the remaining schools in its plans for the new school year. 

 There remain a limited number of partners with capacity to monitor and deliver education 
programmes in northern regions. The Education Cluster is advocating that international NGOs 
open education programmes in the area, particularly to cover needs for the new school year. 

 

 PROTECTION 
 
Commission on Population Movements:  
Needs: 

 IDPs identify food, shelter, NFIs, health and cash support as their primary needs. Living 
conditions for IDPs are worsening because of the rainy season. Host families, already impacted 
by the on-going food crisis and the political instability in the country, are increasingly vulnerable 
and are struggling to cope with hosting IDPs. 

                                                 
1
 http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/clusters/education  

http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/clusters/education
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Response:  

 Data collected from different partners and compiled by IOM, estimates the number of IDPs in Mali 

at 174,000 people. In Bamako, 2,268 households (11,082 people) have been identified and their 

basic needs assessed; and data collected reveals that the majority (69 per cent) are living with 

host families. The vast majority (84 per cent) confirmed that their displacement is related to the 

conflict in the north, while 14 per cent cited the on-going food and nutrition crisis. 

 IOM recently conducted IDP tracking and basic needs assessment in the northern regions of 

Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu, and the buffer zone of Mopti. Collected date is being compiled and 

after analysis shall be shared with all clusters and other stakeholders for their response planning 

and intervention. 

Gaps and Constraints:  

 More funding is required for programmes targeting IDPs in Mali. 

Child protection: 
Needs: 

 To date, unexploded ordnance in the north has reportedly victimized 21 minors under 18 years 

old (including 4 deaths). No additional accidents from explosive remnants of war have been 

recorded in the past two weeks. 

 The presence of children recruited by or associated with armed groups in the north has been 

reported. There are 175 documented cases to date, and child recruitment appears to be 

significantly increasing. UNICEF is working with stakeholders to document cases where possible. 

Response:  

 UNICEF has provided training of trainers to 36 people (NGOs and Government) in the regions of 
Bamako, Gao, Mopti, Ségou, Koulikoro and Kidal on mine awareness and risk reduction 
education. 

 An inter-agency (UNICEF, Save the Children, Plan Mali, IRC, BNCE and AJDM) working group 
has run an identification exercise of separated and unaccompanied children in the south. Their 
final report will be available soon. 

 A regional Child Protection sub-cluster has been established in Mopti, led by UNICEF, to 
reinforce coordination. 

 
Gaps and Constraints:  

 There is a lack of information related to Protection issues particularly in the North as only a 
limited number of organizations are dealing with child protection programmes. 

 
Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV): 
Response: 

 UNFPA has distributed 8,000 dignity and emergency kits in Mali. The agency is looking for 
partners that can distribute another 4,000 kits in the south and 4,000 in the north. For more 
information contact: ltraore@unfpa.org. The cluster is putting together a data collection and 
monitoring mechanism to collect reliable data and produce statistics. 

 

 LOGISTICS / UNHAS 
 

 Commercial transportation through the north is still possible, and NGOs are still allowed to travel 

all the way to Kidal. Roads to Gao and Timbuktu are deteriorating. The Logistics Cluster is 

reviewing corridor options. The option of train cargo transport from Dakar is going to be explored 

so as to provide more corridor options for Logistics Cluster members. 

 A meeting is planned for the Logistics Cluster, OCHA, UNDP and the Ministry of Humanitarian 

Action to discuss how the tax exemption process can be facilitated for NGOs. A customs guide 

will soon be published on the Logistics cluster’s website: http://www.logcluster.org. 

 A fuel contingency plan is being finalized. 

mailto:ltraore@unfpa.org
http://www.logcluster.org/
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 WFP is renting a new warehouse in Bamako (capacity: 12,000 MT). Space may be available to 

the Logistics Cluster upon request and will be provided in coordination with WFP. Please contact 

jeanfrancois.cuche@wfp.org for more information. 

 UNHAS continues to operate to three destinations in country (Bamako, Kayes and Mopti) and 

one international destination (Niamey, Niger). 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 

 Radio operators for the Mopti Compound are now being trained and will be deployed to Mopti 

very soon. Radio training for partner organizations continues and radios of UN agencies are 

being programmed accordingly with a new frequency plan. 

 Free access to the internet is available to the humanitarian community in Mopti. For more 

information, contact the ETC for Mali: Mali.ETC@wfp.org 

 

IV. Coordination 

 
Valerie Amos, United Nations Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator is visiting Mali from 28 to 30 August 2012. Her mission will be an opportunity to explore 
different options to further expand humanitarian space and operations in the north and south. 
 
OCHA Mali continues to identify actions and communication tools needed to support the humanitarian 
community present in Mali. 
 
OCHA Mali is now putting together its Information Management strategy and has initiated specific IM 
services to respond to cluster needs. Maps produced by OCHA for the Clusters are published on the 
following Humanitarian Response website: http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info. Other key cluster 
documents can also be found on this website. 

 

V. Funding 

 
As of 27 August, and according to the Financial Tracking Service 
(FTS), donors have provided $ 97.5 million to respond to the 
crisis in Mali, 46 per cent of the $ 213.8 million required.   
 

VI. Contacts 

 
Bamako:  
Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali 
E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7944 1315 
Nadège Bryan, Reporting Officer, OCHA Mali 
E-mail: bryann@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3494 
New York:  
Sune H. Gudnitz, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY 
E-mail: Gudnitz@un.org, Tel. +1 212 963 2352 
 
For more information, please visit: http//mali.humanitarianresponse.info & http://ochaonline.un.org/rowca. To be 
added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: http://ochaonline.un.org. 

213.8 million 
required (US$) 

46 % 
funded 
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