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Mali • Complex Emergency  
Situation Report No. 9 
20 June 2012  

 
This report is produced by the OCHA Regional Office for West and Central Africa in Dakar in collaboration 
with humanitarian partners and is issued by OCHA Headquarters in New York. It covers the period from 
13 to 19 June 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 27 June.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• As of 19 June, the total number of internally displaced people (IDPs) within Mali was estimated at 

154,754, including 47,754 registered in the south and an estimated 107,000 in the north. The number 
of Malian refugees registered in Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger is now 180,060. According to a 
statement by the Algerian government in March, at least 30,000 more are in Algeria. 

• The Consolidated Appeal for Mali has been released. Partners require US$213 million in 2012 to 
assist 5.06 million people affected by the food and nutrition crisis and 2.2 million people directly 
affected by the conflict. 

• As of 19 June, donors had committed US$76.5 million, or 36 per cent of total requirements. The rate 
of funding for Malian refugee programmes in the appeals for Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger 
stands at 19 per cent, 21 per cent and 18 per cent respectively. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
Recent political developments 
On 15 June, the UN Security 
Council met a delegation from the 
Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) to 
discuss the situation in Mali. The 
Security Council took note of the 
ECOWAS-African Union (AU) 
request for a Security Council 
mandate to deploy an ECOWAS 
stabilization force to Mali and 
expressed their readiness to 
further examine this request once 
additional information has been 
provided regarding the possible 
deployment’s objectives, means 
and modalities. On 18 June, 
Burkina Faso President and 
ECOWAS mediator Blaise 
Compaoré received a delegation 
from the armed group Ansar 
Dine, one week after a similar 
meeting with the Mouvement 
National de Libération de 
l’Azawad (MNLA).  
 
Humanitarian overview 
The Consolidated Appeal (CAP) 
for Mali was launched on 19 June. The CAP aims to assist 5.06 million people affected by the food 
and nutrition crisis and 2.2 million people affected by the conflict. Funding requirements for 2012 total 
$213,822,578. The CAP includes 100 projects that focus mainly on reducing mortality, morbidity and 
vulnerability of individuals and communities affected by the food and nutrition crisis; improving the 
living conditions and protection of people and communities affected by conflict; strengthening and 
preserving the livelihoods and resilience of communities affected by humanitarian crises; and 
strengthening and expanding humanitarian space, coordination, preparation and response.  
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The main constraints on humanitarian action in Mali remain secure access for all humanitarian actors 
to the northern regions of Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal, as well as adequate funding for programmes 
across the country. NGOs that already have access to the north continue to work unhindered. 
 

 
As of 15 June, the estimated number of IDPs is 154,754 across the country. The figure includes 
47,754 registered individuals in the south and an estimated 107,000 in the north (WFP 3 April).  
As of 19 June, UNHCR had registered 180,060 Malian refugees living in Burkina Faso, Mauritania and 
Niger. UNHCR also registered 2,376 Nigeriens who returned to Niger from Mali because of the 
conflict. Some 30,000 refugees may also be in Algeria according to a statement by the Algerian 
Government on 19 March.1 A few dozen Malians have sought asylum in other countries (including 44 
registered in Guinea and 20 in Togo). Unregistered Malians are living in Nouakchott, Mauritania, and 
Niamey, Niger and probably in other locations.  

 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response in Mali 
 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE 
Response: 
• Targeted food distributions by WFP continue in Kayes, Koulikoro, Segou, Sikasso and Mopti with 

a two-month-ration being provided to beneficiaries. Cash transfer activities are ongoing in 
Koulikoro region as well as food-for-asset activities (community drainage of insanitary water) in 

                                                 
1 UNHCR has developed a specific web portal on the Mali crisis that gives overall as well as by country figures and 
information on refugees, needs and response. http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation/regional.php  

Estimated number of internally displaced persons in Mali 
(Source: Mali Protection Cluster, 15 June) 
Area Number of IDPs Source 
Sikasso  (registered individuals) 3,521

Crisis committees and civil 
protection  

Mopti (registered individuals) 25,704 
Kayes (registered individuals) 210 
Segou (registered individuals) 8,400 
Bamako (registered individuals) 9,919 Civil Protection  and CRS  
Northern Mali (estimates) 107,000 WFP (estimate of3 April) 
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Kayes region. WFP is scaling up to have all these activities in place simultaneously in all regions 
during the peak of the lean season. With the start of activity implementation in Segou and Sikasso, 
WFP is now providing assistance in eight regions of Mali as part of its emergency operation. 
Operations in the north are proceeding on a smaller scale due to security conditions. 

• As of 15 June, the Government Commissariat à la Sécurité alimentaire (CSA) had distributed 
37,151 tons of food out of 45,891 tons planned. Distributions occurred in several communes of 
Kayes, Segou, Mopti and Timbuktu regions as part of the CSA emergency action plan. 

 

 AGRICULTURE 
Needs:  
• With the 2012-13 agricultural campaign underway since mid-May, there is a need for seeds, 

fertilizers, small tools and technical support. Needs assessments are being finalized.  
• Livestock conditions continue to deteriorate, and cattle feed is a serious need.  
• According to a 5 June press release, FAO is concerned about the threat of a locust invasion in 

Mali from Libya and Algeria, which could occur later in June.  
• According to FEWS NET, the situation in northern Mali could result in decreased agricultural 

production due to destroyed farm equipment and seed supplies and the large-scale departure of 
agricultural labour. A shortfall in crop production could reduce grain availability in local markets by 
October.   
 
 

Response:  
• FAO has launched a call for tenders for transportation and distribution of 29.5 tons of certified 

seeds of 15 types of rice and 71,142 tons of fertilizer in several communes of Sikasso, Kayes, 
Segou, Mopti and Koulikoro regions. Delivery and distribution will begin this week and will allow 
the development of 313.1 hectares of rice and help more than 1,000 beneficiaries.  

• Provision of small farm implements and irrigation equipment is planned for the Koulikoro and 
Mopti regions. 

• In light of the locust threat, partners met with the the National Locust Prevention Centre (CNLCP) 
on 15 June to consider necessary response to two possible emergency situations. The first 
involves protecting 504,000 ha of northern Kidal, Timbuktu and Gao regions at a cost of CFA 765 
million ($1.45 million). The second, larger option calls for protecting up to 3.75 million ha at a total 
cost of CFA 1.8 billion ($3.46 million).  This option would also include southern Timbuktu, Mopti, 
Segou, Koulikoro and Kayes regions.  

 
Gaps and constraints:  

 

 NUTRITION 
 

Response: 
• The WFP blanket supplementary feeding programme for the prevention of moderate acute 

malnutrition in children aged 6-23 months and pregnant and lactating women continues in Kayes, 
Mopti and Koulikoro regions. Screening is being finalized in Segou and Sikasso. 

• The model "Scaling Up" aiming to closely monitor admissions of children under 5 years old in 
various programs of care (URENAM - Ambulatory Nutritional Recovery Unit, URENAS -Outpatient 
Nutritional Unit - and URENI - Intensive Nutritional Recovery Unit) has been initiated. This enables 
partners to communicate and share information about admissions in the various health facilities on 
a weekly basis allowing for more diligent monitoring of the situation and trends in terms of 
admissions. 

• UNICEF has delivered ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) to all southern regions. UNICEF will 
also provide a buffer stock of RUTF to NGO partners working in the south. This buffer will equal 
10 per cent of their needs in order to reduce the risk of shortages that could jeopardize treatment 
of malnourished children.  

• UNICEF and partners are planning a SMART nutrition and mortality survey in July to update the 
prevalence and caseloads of global, severe and moderate acute malnutrition. 

• In Kangaba district (Koulikoro region), AMCP-ALIMA announced that 46 children under 5 were 
found to be suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) between 4 and 10 June. Of these, 14 
were referred directly to URENI for treatment. During the same period, ALIMA-AMCP screened 
1,715 children under 5 years in the district of Kolokani, of whom 28 were referred to URENAS. 

• In Baroueli district (Segou region), the Red Cross of Belgium referred 90 children under 5 with 
moderate malnutrition to URENAM between 4 and 10 June, while 77 children with SAM were 
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referred to URENAS and eight others to URENI. In May 2012, a total of 207 children under 5 were 
screened for acute malnutrition, of whom 81 were referred to URENI. In addition, 596 pregnant 
and lactating women were screened. 

• ACF-Spainscreened 874 children under 5 between 4 and 10 June, of whom 239 were referred to 
URENAM, 91 to URENAS, and 14 to URENI. 

• For more information on the nutrition cluster visit: 
http://sites.google.com/site/maliclusternutrition2012/ 

 
Gaps and constraints:  
• Obtaining nutritional data in Mali remains a great challenge, partially because the country uses 

mechanisms more common in development contexts. With the current emergency, new data 
collection methods are necessary.  

 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 

Needs: 
• WASH cluster partners are analyzing information from rapid assessments undertaken in the past 

few weeks. A Solidarités International (SI)  needs assessment in 127 villages of the Timbuktu, 
Kidal, Gao and Mopti regions highlighted that access to safe water, adequate sanitation 
infrastructures, hygiene and hygiene promotion were already poor before the crises, and that 
vulnerabilities have increased. The assessment also showed reduced availability and increased 
prices of hygiene products, including soap. Prices are up 40 per cent for washing powder and 16 
per cent for a piece of soap. 

• Visits to schools in Koulikoro and Sikasso by UNICEF WASH teams revealed an increase in 
students due to the arrival of IDPs. This has increased pressure on school toilets and water 
access. Based on these observations, WASH school programmes will have to be adapted to 
comply with a growing number of users.  
 

 
Response: 
• Since the onset of the crisis in the north, UNICEFprovided 1,630 WASH/non-food item (NFI) kits 

that include water treatment tablets, soap, jerry cans, tarpaulins (for temporary shelters), blankets 
and cooking pots. In total, 9,300 internally displaced people in Timbuktu, Kidal, Gao, Mopti and 
Ségou have benefited from these kits and received training on hygiene measures and the impact 
of hygiene on public health and 451 people living in Sevaré (Mopti). 

 

 HEALTH 
Response: 
• WHO and the Health cluster continue to support capacity building for health services in the north, 

as well as supply technical inputs and medical equipment. Previously closed health centres have 
re-opened in some areas of Mopti, Gao and Timbuktu regions, partially as a result of the 
deployment of 35 medical specialists (surgeons, anaesthesiologists, nurses, etc.) and provision of 
equipment and medicine. These activities were supported by the Order of Malian Physicists and 
the Health cluster. 

 

 LOGISTICS / UNHAS 
• Logistical challenges includes the lack of reliability of some transport companies the lack of 

storage capacity in Gao, storage needs in Mopti, potential entry points for humanitarian relief 
through Niger and the follow-up to the contingency plan for fuel provision. Discussions are 
scheduled with the National Customs Authorities on how to facilitate importing humanitarian cargo. 

• UNHAS has scaled up its capacity in Mali to accommodate air operation needs, and will continue 
to fly free of charge until 31 July. A special flight took place on 11 June for the joint UN/MSB 
(Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency) to Mopti to evaluate the deployment of facility equipment for 
the UN common centre to be established in Mopti.  
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  EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
• As part of an effort to strengthen the Common Security Telecommunications and Data 

Communications services for UN Agencies, international NGOs and other humanitarian partners, 
the Emergency Telecommunications (ETC) cluster finalized the installation of the communications 
centre tower in Bamako. Repeaters, antennas, solar back-up power and HF/VHF network 
installations are in place or being finalized. The cluster also obtained additional frequency licenses 
to operate the VHF/HF radio network. Radio training for UN drivers is ongoing.  

 

 EDUCATION 
 

Needs:  
• More accurate and consolidated information on the education situation and needs of out-of-school 

children and teachers in the northern regions is still needed. Partners also require more 
information on needs such as psychosocial support and provision of learning materials for out-of-
school displaced children in the south.  

• Although the Ministry of Education has made arrangements to organize an extra session for final 
examinations for affected children in October 2012, some need for remedial courses remains. 
 

Response:  
• As part of the assessment of out-of-school displaced children in the southern regions, almost 20 

surveyors have been trained to use cluster-developed rapid assessment tools.  
• UNICEF continues to distribute school materials in the regions of Bamako and Segou. This 

includes school bags, pens and pencils. This week, 512 children benefited from this distribution, 
bringing the cluster total to 3,721 children. 

• UNICEF is working with Canadian Development International Agency to ensure the provision of 
textbooks for students and pedagogic materials for teachers at the beginning of next school year. 

With support from local NGO “Cri du Coeur”, activities related to remedial courses have been initiated 
for 300 ninth graders in Communes III and IV of Bamako district. 

 

  PROTECTION   

Needs:  
• According to the results of a census and a needs assessment conducted in the second half of May 

in the Bamako area, 95 per cent of surveyed IDPs are hosted by relatives or friends, while 5 per 
cent are renting their accommodation. Half of IDPs said they were separated from family 
members, mostly for economic reasons. 69 per cent reported wanting to return to their places of 
origin, although 54 per cent expressed their desire to wait until the end of the conflict. Displaced 
and host families reported only limited or no resources, especially in terms of food, non-food items 
and health.  

• A needs assessment was conducted in early June in the Menaka area by NGO ACTED. The 
results are currently being processed. 
 

Response: 
• Unaccompanied/separated children: A recent census identified a total of 101 separated children 

and 91 unaccompanied children were identified among displaced northerners living in Bamako. 
UNICEF and the Child Protection sub-cluster have identified 20 children separated from their 
families among displaced communities in Mopti and Koulikouro. An interagency census of 
unaccompanied and separated families is being prepared by the Child Protection sub-cluster in 
Segou, Mopti, Kolikoro and Sikesso regions. Eight officers have been trained to build and train 
census teams. 

• Child soldiers: UNICEF has received reports that 50 children have been released from the MNLA 
ranks and have returned to their homes in Kidal. 

• Mines and unexploded ordnance: As of 15 June, 13 victims of unexploded ordnance in the 
regions of Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu were referred to the Child protection sub-cluster. This includes 
one fatality and four seriously wounded adults and four child deaths. Four children were also 
reportedly injured, three of them seriously. 

• Gender-based violence:  The sub-cluster is finalizing a series of analysis tools that will be 
integrated in a toolbox to help humanitarian actors identify protection needs. A “bank” of thematic 
messages for GBV prevention and response has been established and is being revised and 
recorded for broadcast on ORTM (national radio and TV service). 
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• Psychological support: UNICEF and the Child Protection sub-cluster have trained 13 partners 
on psychosocial support for children affected by conflict and displacement. A mapping of 
psychosocial activities has been initiated. The Child Protection Sub-Cluster has provided 1000 
adults and 400 children with psychosocial support/orientation in Mopti. 
 

Gaps and constraints:  
• Kits for assistance to survivors of sexual violence are not currently available in Mali. 

 
 

IV. Response to refugee needs in neighbouring countries 
 

 
Burkina Faso 
As of 19 June, the number of Malian refugees registered in Burkina Faso stood at 65,009. While the 
latest account for the Oudalam region, where most refugees have settled (47,497) was made on 9 
June, the date from the second largest region in terms of refugees (Soum, 14,506 individuals) is from 
18 May. These figures may have changed since then. 
 
Food: Between 12 and 18 June, 14.65 tons of food was distributed, bringing the total distributed to 
1,028.86 tons. A distribution was organized on 14 June in Somgande (Kadiogo province) and another 
is on-going (16-20 June) in Mentao. More are planned in the coming week in Oudalan region and in 
Bobo Dioulasso’s Wobi stadium. Around 1,000 Malian refugees live in Bobo Dioulasso.    
Shelter:  About 2,000 new tents had arrived by 8 June.  
 
Agriculture: Ten to 15 animals died every day during the first week of June, pointing to a concerning 
livestock situation. FAO continues to provide veterinary products.  
 
Mauritania  
Refugees and shelter: As of 19 June, a total of 71,044 Malian refugees (15,013 families) have been 
registered in Mauritania, compared to 68,363 on 11 June (an increase of 2,681 individuals). Averages 
of 300 people are being registered daily at the entry point. The number of arrivals is likely to increase 
in the coming weeks. 
 
Shelter:  New arrivals have complicated the UNHCR tent pipeline. More than 6,000 families are in an 
urgent need of accommodation. UNHCR envisages providing 1,000 families with semi-durable sheds 
using local materials. The Lutheran World Federation (LWF - FLM), in its capacity as camp manager, 
has promised to provide tent housing to 8,000 households in the coming weeks.   
 
Food and non-food items: WFP has continued distribution to cover the food needs of more than 
70,000 refugees registered to date. The food ration will include palm dates (1 kg/per person/per day) 
donated by the Saudi Arabian government to the Malian refugees...   
 
Nutrition: Four WFP-managed feeding centres (CRENAM) distribute food to treat moderate 
malnutrition cases. WFP and its operational partner ADICOR will open two additional CRENAMs. 
MSF-Belgium has assisted 360 severely malnourished cases amongst the refugee children and 
reported that the general situation was improving as a result of community efforts. According to 
UNICEF, as of 5 June, 509 children had been treated in CRENAS (Centres for severe acute 
malnutrition), including 23 admissions in the last week. UNICEF has released the payment through the 
regional authority for social affairs. 
 
Health: MSF-B clinic ran 1,200 consultations during the week, mostly for people suffering from acute 
respiratory infections. WHO teams conducted field assessments for epidemic surveillance, 
immunization coverage and Guinea worm control.  Guinea worm is reportedly eradicated in Mauritania 
(the last case was reported in 2005), but it is important to raise awareness as the disease is still active 
in Mali and refugees are likely to have brought it.  Immunization against measles is under way for 
newly-arrived refugees. The IFRC with the Mauritania Red Crescent is conducting a training of 
volunteers on community-based health system.  
 
WASH: The average water delivery in Mbera camp is maintained at 8 liters per person per day. A total 
of 282 taps have been installed in the camp, with an average of 269 persons per tap (the standard is 
250 per/tap). Mauritania military engineers are finalizing a second borehole, and NGO Solidarités 
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International (SI) will construct the equipment. OXFAM and SI, along with UNICEF, have built 128 
more new latrines, bringing the total in the camp to 853 latrines as of 10 June. The gap is still 
important. SI indicated that discussions are underway with the communities to put in place a waste 
collection and cleaning system. InterSOS completed the distribution of 5,000 hygiene kits provided by 
UNICEF to 4,664 pregnant and lactating women, with 50 kits sent to the MSF-run health post and 130 
given to vulnerable people. 
 
Education: Registration for secondary school as started. The fencing of the four operating primary 
schools started on 11 June.  
  
Protection: As of 10 June, 271 separated children have been registered and 468 children with 
disabilities identified. A psychologist started meeting the parents of these children on 10 June. 
 
Coordination arrangements: InterSOS and some partners have requested the establishment of 
sectoral group meetings for all actors involved in the response to the refugee situation.  
  
 
Niger 
As of 18 June, 41,631 registered Malian refugees were living in Niger. In addition, 2,376 Nigeriens had 
returned from Mali, giving an overall p total of 44,007. Relocation to the new Tabareybarey site in 
Ayorou area ended on June 8, with only 2,608 Malian refugees (out of 12,562) having accepted to 
move from five spontaneous and poorly served sites around the region. Refugees had been reluctant 
to move since the beginning of the relocation exercise, prompting UNHCR, IOM, local authorities and 
their partners to step up outreach campaigns. Those staying behind have argued about the need to 
stay closer to their cattle and their farmlands across the border. Others are suspected of wanting to 
join the rebellion. UNHCR is in dialogue with refugees about the danger of cross-border movements. 
 
WASH: Partners are working to strengthen the water supply in the new camp. MSF-Swiss has 
installed four of the eight bladders slated for the site. Each container has a capacity of 15,000 liters. 
As of 11 June, the construction of 30 latrines and eight shower blocks had been completed, and 
installation of more latrines is ongoing. In Mangaizé, 15 blocks of latrines and 44 showers have been 
installed, out of 208 and 104 to be built for an estimated camp population of 11, 000 refugees. 
 
Health:  An MSF-Swiss-operated health centre is now operational in the new camp. A kitchen block 
for patients and nursing mothers is being planned. 
 
Education: Third term (June-September) programmes are scheduled to start for school-aged children, 
thanks to a Finnish grant to UNICEF. Priority is being given to Abala camp, where about 1,000 
students live. UNICEF is also making plans to provide school facilities for children in the new camp as 
of 25 June. 
 
Sexual and Gender-based violence: A team from the International Rescue Committee (IRC) has 
started working with a representative of a women’s refugee committee to assess sexual and gender-
based violence in Abala camp. 
 

V. Coordination 
 
Mali: A commission on population movements was activated on 14 June within the Protection Cluster. 
It is facilitated by OCHA and includes IOM, WFP, UNHCR, OCHA, Civil Protection and NGOs ACTED, 
CRS and Handicap International. The commission aims to standardize, centralize and coordinate 
information on population movements and will prepare weekly updates for the Protection Cluster and 
wider dissemination. Commission activities will be accompanied by specific protection assessments of 
identified populations. 
 
On 13 June, the Nutrition Cluster decided to create regional nutrition clusters, coordinated by an NGO 
lead who will work closely with Government nutrition focal points. The composition of the five Nutrition 
Cluster sub-groups includes Emergency Nutrition Action Plan; Nutritional Surveillance; Care Costs; 
Community-based management of malnutrition; Infant and Young Child feeding.  
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Mauritania: The coordination meeting on the refugee situation, co-presided by UNHCR and the 
Ministry of Interior, will now be held every two weeks (instead of weekly). The next meeting is 
scheduled for 2 July. 

VI. Funding 
 
As of 19 June, and according to the Financial Tracking 
Service (FTS), donors had provided $76.5 million to respond 
to the crisis in Mali, or 36 per cent of the $213 million 
required.  Funding requirements for refugees in neighbouring 
countries were covered as follows: 
• Burkina Faso: $5.9 million (19 per cent of $30.48 million required) 
 • Mauritania: $9.96 million (21 per cent of $48 million required)  
• Niger: $2.5 million (18 per cent of $13.53 million required).  
 

VII. Contact 
 
Bamako: Loubna Benhayoune, Head of Office a.i., OCHA Mali,  
E-mail: benhayoune@un.org, Tel: +223 79 44 13 15 
Dakar: Rémi Dourlot, Public Information Officer, OCHA-ROWCA   
Email: dourlot@un.org ;Tel:  +221 33 869 8515; Cell: + 221 77 569 9653 
Dakar: Noël P. Tsekouras, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA-ROWCA   
Email: tsekouras@un.org; Tel.: +221 33 869 8535 - + 221  77 450 2132 
New York: Amanda Pitt ; OCHA NY Spokesperson 
Email: pitta@un.org; Tel: +1 212 963 4129 ; Mobile: +1 917 442 1810   
New York: Gunhilde Utsogn, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Email: utsogn@un.org; Tel: +1 917 367 38 73; Cell: + 1 917 254 1625 
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org/rowca To be added or deleted from this 
sitrep mailing list, please e-mail:  
ochareporting@un.org or visit: http://ochaonline.un.org 
  

213 million 
requested (US$) 

36 % 
funded 


