
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Some 510,000 people are 

estimated to be affected by 

severe and moderate food 

insecurity in the northern regions 

of Mali. 

 As of 27 November 2012, a total 

number of 54,932 children 

under-5 have been admitted in 

URENAS/URENI in 2012 for 

treatment of severe acute 

malnutrition. 

 Another main concern is access 

to education for 25,000 

internally displaced students in 

Mali’s southern regions. 

FIGURES 

# of IDPs 198,558 

# of refugees 211,391 

Affected pop. 5.1 million 

FUNDING 

214,6 million  
requested (US$) 

 

60% funded 
 

 

Humanitarian Overview 
The humanitarian situation in Mali remains serious with an estimated 198,558 
internally displaced people and more than 200,000 refugees in neighbouring 

countries. Access to vulnerable populations in certain parts of the country remains a 
challenge. Despite access constraints, humanitarian actors are still managing to intervene 
in the north and are providing assistance to people in need.  

Despite a relatively good rainy season and a good forecasted agricultural output, Mali is 
still affected by a severe food and nutrition crisis. Since January 2012, 68,266 children 
have been newly admitted in URENAM for the treatment of moderate acute malnutrition, 
while 41,197 other children were newly admitted in URENAS/URENI for the treatment of 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM), and SAM with complications. An additional 13,735 
children have remained enrolled in SAM programs since 2011 which means that as of 27 
November 2012, a total number of 54,932 children under-5 have been admitted in 
URENAS/URENI in 2012 for treatment of severe acute malnutrition. Malnutrition remains 
therefore a major concern.  

The 2011 National SMART survey reported that 560,000 children will suffer from 
acute malnutrition in Mali in 2012. The health system in Mali is fragile with meagre 

equipment and infrastructure dedicated to the management of malnutrition and low 
capacity of health workers in the prevention and treatment of acute malnutrition. This 
context plus factors such as a lack of access to care, non-adoption of protective practices 
(such as the introduction of complementary foods from the 6

th
 month) and poor living 

conditions contribute to the high prevalence of malnutrition in the country.  

The spread of epidemic diseases also remains a major concern but no new cases of 
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cholera have been reported since week 39. 

Populations affected by the conflict in northern Mali have limited access to safe drinking 
water and WASH services. Ponds filled during the rainy season are now drying up and 
Local resources have been stretched by the food and nutrition crisis. This situation is 
aggravated by the ongoing political instability and insecurity in the north. Recent fighting 
between armed groups near Menaka in the Gao region brings to the fore the necessity to 
support the protection of civilian and the delivery of humanitarian assistance in an 
ongoing context of instability.   

More funding for the CAP 2012 is still required to ensure that adequate humanitarian 

assistance reaches affected populations. Funding remains insufficient with only 60 % of 

funding requirement covered and $86,9 million is still required to meet the urgent 

needs identified in the 2012 Mali CAP. 

Food security crisis 
Challenges to food security 

In Mali more than 40% of the land is covered by desert and unsuitable for 
agriculture. The basic staple food for the majority of the Malian population is made of 

rice, millet and sorghum. In the north people get their main food source from the markets. 
The regions of Timbuktu and Gao receive their supplies of rice and millet from Mopti, 
Ségou and Sikasso. Rainfall in the north is insufficient for agriculture and the drought, 
security crisis and disruption of economic activities have led to major disruptions in crop 
production and commodity movements.  

The raising of livestock is one of the main means of subsistence. Consequently the most 
important source of food comes from the markets. Staple foods continue to be available 
but people are struggling to purchase basic foods due to a decreasing purchasing power. 
However price increases and losses of livelihoods have reduced people’s capacity to 

purchase essential food, and insecurity is hampering market access. Some 510,000 
people are estimated to be affected by severe and moderate food 
insecurity in the northern regions of Mali (Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal and parts of 

Mopti). The sustainable livelihoods of this population are currently partly dependent on 
the ongoing humanitarian assistance in the north. The groups that are the most 
vulnerable to food insecurity in Mali are IDPs, children under-five and women. IDP host 
communities are also growing increasingly more vulnerable. 

 

 

 

 

Local resources have 
been stretched by the 
food and nutrition crisis. 
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Response to the food security crisis 

While the regions of Timbuktu, Kidal, Gao and parts of Mopti (Douentza, Tenenkou and 
Youwarou) are critically affected by food insecurity, an adequate harvest has been 
forecast for 2012/2013 in the southern regions of Mali. However regional markets remain 
subject to the behaviour of different actors and of the evolution of the political and 
security situation in northern Mali. The WFP/SAP Emergency Food Security Assessment 
of August-September 2012 indicates that the prevalence of severe and moderate food 
insecurity is at 45% in Kidal, 36% in Gao and at 31% in Timbuktu. In view of these 
alarming findings, emergency assistance will continue to be distributed by partners to the 
different population groups who are equally suffering from food insecurity across the 
North. Food and agriculture assistance will be provided in the southern regions to fragile 
communities recovering from this year of drought, in line with the food security cluster 
strategy as defined in the CAP 2013. The food security partners, some 33 humanitarian 
organizations and 14 technical and financial partners are currently focusing on planning 
the 2013 response. As of November 2012, the food security cluster has enabled the 
implementation of a coordinated response for 1.2 million beneficiaries with 32,000 tons of 
relief food commodities, some US$850,000 in cash transfers, 3,460 tons of seeds and 
2,480 tons of fertilizer, 2,860 tons of livestock feed and 33,000 ruminants and poultry for 
the reconstitution of herds. 

WASH needs 
Access to basic sanitation and WASH services 

The humanitarian and in particular WASH situation remains critical and is affecting a 
large number of vulnerable people. One of the big concerns and humanitarian need in 
northern Mali is water, not just for the population but also for livestock as they are an 
important source of resilience for people. WASH cluster partners continue to provide 
assistance specifically to the most vulnerable in Timbuktu, Gao and Mopti. 

The objectives of WASH programmes are to contribute to the improvement of the health 
and living conditions of vulnerable populations, to improve access to safe drinking water 
and basic sanitation services and to improve the hygiene practices of vulnerable groups.  

Basic sanitation and WASH services in Mali are being improved through the building of 
latrines and wells. Beneficiaries are taught to adopt best practices in regards to water, 
hygiene and sanitation and the capacities of stakeholders managing water, hygiene and 
sanitation infrastructure are being reinforced.  

WASH in Nut principles 

The WASH cluster in Mali has established a foundation for collaboration with the Health 
and Nutrition clusters in order to apply the WASH in Nut principles and to put in place the 
WASH minimum package in health facilities. The WASH in Nut strategy is a concrete 
integrated focus tool targeting mothers and malnourished children from the health 
structure to the community level. The provision of safe water and sanitation coupled with 
improvements in hygiene can hence contribute significantly to this nutritional challenge 
and to health improvement. Assuring access to safe water and sanitation and to good 
hygiene practices such as hand washing should thus be a key integrated element in all 
humanitarian responses to a nutritional crisis. In Mali the implementation of the WASH 
minimum package in nutrition centres and the respect of WASH principles at the level of 
health facilities, however, still remain low. The complexity of the crisis in Mali reinforces 
the importance of an integrated cross-sectoral response to ensure programmatic 
interventions are more effective. 

Challenges for children’s rights 
23rd Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

On the occasion of the 23
rd

 anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 
Government of Mali launched a National Campaign for the Protection of Children’s Rights 

The humanitarian and in 
particular WASH 
situation remains critical 
and is affecting a large 
number of vulnerable 
people. 
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and Prevention of Child Recruitment in Armed Groups in partnership with the Inter-
Agency Working Group on Child Protection. Built on varied legal systems and cultural  

traditions, the Convention is a 
universally agreed set of non-
negotiable standards and 
obligations. In 1989 world 
leaders decided that children 
needed a special convention just 
for them because people under 
18 years old often need special 
care and protection that adults 
do not. As part of this national 
campaign, a joint inter-agency 
mission to verify the presence of 
children among militia groups will 
be organised in the regions of 
Mopti and Sévaré. 

The crisis in Mali is affecting children’s human rights at different level with for example 25 
children identified as victims of explosive remnants of war from April to October 2012 in 

the regions of Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal and Mopti. Another main concern is access to 
education for 25,000 internally displaced students in Mali’s southern 
regions. A strategic priority for the Education cluster in Mali remains to facilitate a 

contextualized regional response that fosters access to safe, equitable education to Mali’s 
most vulnerable children in the north and internally displaced children in the south for the 
2012-1013 school year.  

OHCHR mission to Mali 

In order to gather information for the purpose of the upcoming March 2013 written report 
from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), OHCHR 
completed a field mission to Mali from 11 to 22 November 2012 in order to gather 
information on the human rights violations committed in Mali. The mission gathered 
information on human rights violations committed in the south following the coup and 
counter-coup and also gathered information on human rights violations in the North 
through Malian people that have been displaced by the conflict. The mission will be 
reporting its findings to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navanethem Pillay, 
who will submit the report on the situation of human rights in Mali during the 22

nd
 session 

of the Human Rights Council in March 2013. 

Humanitarian Principles 
What are humanitarian principles? 

Humanitarian principles provide the fundamental foundations for humanitarian action. 
Humanitarian principles are central to establishing and maintaining access to affected 
populations. Promoting compliance with humanitarian principles in humanitarian response 
is an essential element of effective humanitarian coordination. It is also central to the role 
of OCHA. The central humanitarian principles are: Humanity, Neutrality, Impartiality and 
Operational independence 

Humanity: Human suffering must be addresses wherever it is found. The purpose of 
humanitarian action is to protect life and health and ensure respect for human beings. 

Neutrality: Humanitarian actors must not take sides in hostilities or engage in 
controversies of a political, racial, religious or ideological nature. 

Impartiality: Humanitarian action must be carried out on the basis of need alone, giving 
priority to the most urgent cases of distress and making no distinctions on the basis of 
nationality, race, gender, religious belief, class or political opinions. 

Credit: UNICEF 

The crisis in Mali is 
affecting children's 
human rights at different 
levels. 

"The moral authority of 
the United Nations 
depends on its ability to 
help people most in need 
and it must do so with the 
highest ethical standards 
and professionalism." 
 
Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon, Council on 
Foreign Relations, New 
York, May 2006 
 

http://www.unocha.org/


Mali | Humanitarian Bulletin | 5 
 
 

 

http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

For further information, please contact:  

 
Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, arroyof@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7599 3204 

Nadège Bryan, Reporting Officer, bryann@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7599 3494 

Guido Pizzini, Information Management Officer, pizzini@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7555 6646 

Delphine Pastorel, Information Management Officer, pastorel@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7599 4002 

Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, thiamk@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7599 3497 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at 

http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/ | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Operational independence: Humanitarian action must be autonomous from the political, 
economic, military or other objectives that any actor may hold with regard to areas where 
humanitarian action is being implemented. 

 

Code of Conduct 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) in Mali elaborated and then validated on 17 July 
2012 a Code of Conduct for Humanitarian Action in Mali. A draft of this document was 
first circulated to the members of the HCT and comments were taken into accounts 
before the final version was released. The Code of Conduct promotes and ensures that 
humanitarian programs are compliant with humanitarian principles in order to deliver one 
coherent humanitarian response to the complex crisis in Mali. This document sets ethical 
standards for organizations in Mali involved in humanitarian work. OCHA works to 
promote the entire humanitarian community’s compliance with humanitarian principles 
and does this by promoting the Code of Conduct and other practical compliance 
measures within the HCT and through its engagement with state and non-state actors at 
all levels. 

 

 

Financé 

à 60 % 
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