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This report is produced by OCHA Mali in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Mali. It covers the period from 14 to 
19 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 27 February. 

Highlights 

 Access continues to improve in 
central regions and, up to a certain 
extent, to northern regions. The 
Douentza-Gao road has been 
reopened. However, overall access to 
the north remains limited due to the 
threat of mines, recent violence and 
on-going military operations. 

 Protection remains an urgent priority, 
particularly in terms of risks of 
explosive remnants of war and mines, 
human rights, gender-based violence 
and child protection.  

 Few additional displacements have 
been reported. Observed returns of 
people displaced for a long time 
remain extremely limited – 2,309 
people as of 10 February 

 The roughly 6,600 IDPs stranded at 
the Algerian border at Tin Zaoutin are 
now receiving various forms of 
assistance, but have not received any 
food assistance yet. 

 

15,973 
New IDPs in Ségou, 
Mopti and Bamako 
(reported 12 Jan-10 
Feb) 

227,206 
Total estimated 
IDPs in Mali as of 31 
Dec 2012 

21,645 
Malian refugees in 
neighbouring 
countries (11 Jan – 
11 Feb) 

167,782 
Total Malian 
refugees registered 
in neighbouring 
countries (19 
February)  

$373 mil 
Financial 
requirements 
outlined in 2013 Mali 
CAP 

4% 
Share of CAP 
requirements that 
have been funded 

Situation Overview 
Humanitarian access continues to improve in central regions and parts of the north, and humanitarian partners are 
increasing their activities in these areas.  However, overall access to the north remains limited due to the threat of 
mines, recent violence  and military operations, which are still ongoing: French, Malian and Nigerien military 
entered the town of Bourem on 16-17 February without fighting.  While the Douentza–Gao segment of the Mopti-
Gao road has been opened, attempts by humanitarian actors to access to the north from Niger were delayed due 
to security reasons. Humanitarian partners continue to rely on boat transportation on the River Niger to access to 
Timbuktu region. UNHAS has assessed the Timbuktu airport and airstrip, which appear to be in good shape. 

Protection remains an urgent priority in Mali, particularly in terms of risks of explosive remnants of war and mines, 
human rights, gender-based violence and child protection. Following new media reports of exactions allegedly 
committed by Malian soldiers in the north, the Malian Prime Minister Diango Cissoko said on 19 February that such 
exactions, if proven, should be punished. On 7 February, the Government of Mali has issued a declaration re-
affirming its commitment to promote human rights and investigate and punish rights violations.  

 
Source: OCHA 
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Few additional displacements have been reported, although it remains impossible to obtain a complete overview of 
the internal displacements, especially in the northern regions. Observed returns of displaced people remain 
extremely limited – 2,309 people as of 10 February according to IOM.  Additional returns have also taken place, but 
these were almost entirely among people displaced by the most recent fighting who did not travel far from home.  

While the roughly 6,600 IDPs stranded at the Algerian border at Tin Zaoutin are now receiving various forms of 
assistance, including medical assistance, NFI and Aquatab for potable water, they have not yet received any food 
assistance, which is scheduled to arrive in the coming days.  

France announced on 18 February that it was officially resuming development aid to Mali, which was suspended in 
the wake of the 22 March 2012 coup. According to French Minister of Cooperation, some €150 million ($200 
million) will be unfrozen. Last week, the EU unblocked €250 million ($333.77 million) in frozen development aid to 
Mali. The EU has announced it would hold an international aid conference on Mali in May to help the reconstruction 
of Mali. 

Funding 
 

As of 19 February, the Mali CAP had received $15,594,485 – or 4 per cent 
of the $373,131,447 required. To date, five of nine clusters have received 
some funding: Emergency Shelter and NFIs (34.1 per cent of cluster 
needs), Nutrition (1.1 per cent), Protection (8.3 per cent), Health (5.2 per 
cent) and Food Security (5.8 per cent).  

In addition, donors have committed of pledged roughly $34.5 million for 
humanitarian needs related to the Mali crisis which have not, or not yet, 
been assigned to CAP projects. This includes €20 million ($26,525,199) 
committed by the European Commission for nutrition and refugee 
assistance. 

 

 
 
*Committed funds in the chart refer to $26.6 million not yet allocated to CAP projects. All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are 
encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org  
 

Humanitarian Response 

Protection 

Needs: 

 IOM estimates that a total of 15,973 new IDPs arrived in Mopti, Ségou and Bamako regions from the 
northern regions (Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu) between 12 January and 10 February. This estimate is based on 
monitoring passenger movements in bus stations and Niger River pigasses (river transport). During the 
same period, IOM registered 2,309 people moving from southern regions to northern regions. The 
Commission on Population Movements (CMP) endorsed a total IDP figure of 227,206 on 31 December 
2012. In addition, around 6,600 IDPs are stranded at the Algerian border at Tin Zaoutin. The Protection 
Cluster reports that IDPs are permitted to cross into Algeria by foot, but no reliable information is currently 
available on how many have done so. There are unconfirmed reports of another group of some 800 
households stranded near Inhalit at the Algerian borders. 

 A multi-sectorial assessment by IMC in Timbuktu has confirmed that physical violence against the 
population, presence of children in armed groups and psychosocial impacts are serious issues while there 
are indications that family separation is not greater than before the crisis. Addressing the needs in term of 
psychosocial support for children is a priority. 

 A multi-sectorial assessment conducted by ACTED in Diabaly, Ségou region highlighted the presence of 
weapons as well as damage caused by the fighting. The response will require preventive and restoration 
measures to prevent physical dangers for children returning to their place of origin. 

 Consolidated Appeal – Mali – 2013 

$373 million  required 

 

 

Non 
funded 

96% 

committed 

4% 

mailto:fts@un.org
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 The survey on intentions of return by IOM confirms that a high percentage of displaced families in Bamako 
and Koulikoro, including the ones with Unaccompanied and Separated Children (UASC), intend to return to 
their place of origin by the end of the year. There is a need to define measures to prevent additional family 
separation during return and to support reinsertion of UASC when back in their place of origin. 

 

Response:  

 The International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers (12 February) was celebrated for the first time this 
year in Mali under the auspices of the National Directorate for the Protection of Children and Women and 
with the support of the CP sub-cluster. More than 70 representatives of the governments, national and 
international NGOs attended the event in Bamako. 

 ICRC and the Malian Red Cross are assisting IDP families in Tin Zaoutin. They distributed Emergency NFI 
(Shelter, Hygiene kits, cooking instruments, clothes, mosquito nets…) to 4,000 people and Aquatab for 
5,400 people. MDM-B continues to provide medical consultation on the spot.  

 In February UNICEF partners have reached 2,320 persons with Mine Risk Education (MRE) messages in 
Ségou region. In 2013, 10,300 people have been reached with MRE at the community level. 

 The elaboration of a formal system for the collection and analysis of data on the presence of mines/ ERWs 
and related incidents is underway in collaboration with UNICEF, UNMAS and other key actors. 

 The telecommunication system put in place by Télécom Sans Frontières (TSF) in the town hall of Timbuktu 
contributes to the re-establishment of family ties with members who have fled the area because of the 
conflict. 

 The last meeting of the IASC principals held on 6 February both in Geneva and New York has recognized 
the central role of protection including child protection response in Mali. 

 

Gaps & Constraints:  

 A report by International Medical Corps highlights the importance to expand coverage of well-focused 
awareness campaigns on Mine Risk Education, to reinforce psychosocial endogenous capacities within 
communities including community outreach. 

 As of 19 February, no food assistance had been delivered yet to the IDPs in Tin Zaouatin. 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 The food security situation is expected to deteriorate considerably in northern Mali and parts of Mopti region 
starting at the end of February. According to FEWSNet, food security will decline in the first quarter of 2013, 
reaching crisis levels (IPC Level 3) in large swathes of the north by April. Prolonged market disruptions, 
movement restrictions and the coming lean season are driving this trend. As of January 2013, WFP 
estimated that 585,000 people were insecure in the north, with another 1.2 million vulnerable to food 
insecurity. 

Response: 

 80,000 food insecure IDPs and host household members were reached by WFP 
throughout January with a first monthly food ration in southern Mali (Bamako, 
Segou, Sikasso, Kayes, Koulikoro and southern Mopti). On 16 February, WFP 
partner CARE distributed 13 tons to 17 households (586 beneficiaries) in Mopti. 
The second round of distribution has started on 18 February in Bamako for 12,000 
beneficiaries and will start subsequently in the other regions.  

 In the regions of Mopti and Segou, CARE has organized cash transfers for more 
than 9,830 vulnerable households. Cash transfers vary from 10,000 CFA to 
30,000 CFA (from approx. $20 to $60). Money is provided by ECHO, the Embassies of the UK and the 
Netherlands and the Canadian International Development. 

 WFP has undertaken food deliveries to Timbuktu region from Mopti, up the river Niger, for more than 
100,000 beneficiaries. Distributions are ongoing in Timbuktu, Niafunké, Goundam, Diré, and Rharous 
districts with partners. In Niafunke district, the distribution is now complete and Care distributed 513 tons of 

80,000 
IDPs and households 
received food rations 
from WFP in southern 

Mali in January 
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food to 32,207 beneficiaries, including 14,851 women. In Gundam district, distribution is underway and 
should be completed this week. Distribution in Timbuktu is done by local partners. 

 WFP is planning deliveries for Gao and Kidal regions and will most probably activate the transport of food 
through the Niger-Gao logistics route in the coming days.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The resumption of economic activities continues to be of critical concern for the food security of vulnerable 
populations in northern Mali. 

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 According to the 2012 SMART survey, 210,000 children are at risk of severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2013, and 450,000 are at risk of moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM). 

 Since January 2013, nine multi-sector rapid assessments were conducted by 
NGO partners in the northern regions (Timbuktu and Kidal) and Centre (Mopti and 
Ségou). The results show, to date, no recent and sudden deterioration in the 
nutritional status of children. However, these results should be interpreted with caution due to the limited 
humanitarian access, especially in the northern regions. 

Response: 

 As of 18 February, 15,506 children under 5 had been newly admitted to treatment centres for acute 
malnutrition in 2013. Most children in the south (59 per cent) and the north (52 per cent) were newly 
admitted for moderate acute malnutrition.  

 

New admissions to nutrition treatment centres (weeks 1 to 7 of 2013) 

Type of new admission South* North* Total 

URENAM (for treatment of MAM) 8,180 803 8,983 

URENAS (for treatment of SAM) 5,141 711 5,852 

URENI (for intensive care) 628 43 671 

Total 13,949 1,557 15,506 

*Sources: Data for the south come from the National Health Directorate and the Nutrition Division. Data from the north come only from NGOs working in 
the north : ALIMA-AMCP (Timbuktu), ACF-E (Gao) and MDM-B (Gao et Kidal). Todate, no figure for the northern regions has been received by the 
cluster Nutrition 

 

 Two mechanisms are in place to improve the nutritional completeness of the weekly data: 

 NGO partners transmit every week the data they have recorded in terms of new admissions to UREN 
District Chief Medical Officer where they operate; 

 Weekly working sessions are organized between the cluster and the DNS / DN to perform the 
compilation of data from various regional and identify any inconsistencies 

 The Nutrition Cluster’s Coordinator and its Information Manager went between to Ségou 13-15 February to 
assess the functioning of the Nutrition Sub-Cluster installed since July 2012 in the region. 
Recommendations were then presented to the Sub-Cluster members for the management of the weekly 
transmission of nutritional data and for the coordination with the newly installed WASH and Health 
Clusters. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Following recent military operations, NGO partners have had to suspend their mobile clinic programmes in 
the north. Partners expect to resume these activities as soon as security conditions permit.  

210,000 
Children at risk of 

severe acute 
malnutrition in 2013 
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 To date, nutrition partners have received only $3 million for CAP projects, out of $73,7 million required in 
the CAP Mali 2013 for 21 projects. 

 Education 

Needs: 

 With Malian educational authorities considering a return to the northern regions, 
it is important that the Ministry of Education consider a revised approach to 
educational programming that effectively meets the needs of out of school and 
conflict-affected children.  

 123 schools in the region of Gao have re-opened since early February, hosting over 28,000 students and 
600 teachers. While community initiatives continue to push forward educational programming, additional 
support is needed to ensure that both teachers and students are provided with adequate resources for 
education quality and sustainable learning environments.  

 Solidarités conducted an in-depth assessment with UNICEF support in the areas affected by flooding in 
2012 to establish how to get schools restarted. The assessment concluded that it was more cost-effective 
to install tents than to rehabilitate the schools. 

 

Response: 

 UNICEF, with support from the Education Cluster has organized a 3 day workshop with key members of 
the Ministry of Education. An education sector work plan for the north was put in place and formally 
recognized by the Minister of Education. The following priorities were established: support  to the 
administration in its return to northern regions , revision  of the national curriculum, implementation of a 
return to school campaign for both students and teachers in the north, psychosocial training for teachers, 
and advocacy for the demining of those school buildings that have been identified as high high risk zones 
for Explosive remnants of war .  

 Save the Children distributed 3,500 schools kits to students in 9 schools in the Gao region. 

 WFP has delivered 58 tons of food stuffs to the Gao region to  help  support 23 school cantines during one 
month. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Information on the situation in the Kidal region and  Bourem and Menaka cercles in Gao region remains 
limited due to on-going regional insecurity. The Education Cluster has engaged with partners on the ground 
to address existing information gaps 

 Funding shortfalls severely undermine the cluster's ability to ensure an effective response. To date, the 
cluster has received no funding through the 2013 CAP. 

 There will be a need for systematic schools depollution in the North and north of Mopti, as a condition for 
the reopening of existing infrastructures 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 To date the WASH Cluster has received initial rapid assessment reports from seven partners including 
ACTED, CARE, Solidarités, IMC, ADENORD, UNICEF and YAG-TU. Rapid assessments have been carried 
out in 18 communities in Mopti, and 35 communities in Segou. In the north, one assessment has been made 
in Kidal. Highlights: 

 New displacement resulting from military operations since 9 January were more limited than expected 
and many of the newly displaced have started to return.  

 While assessments conducted around areas where intensive fighting took place (particularly Diabaly) 
have revealed significant conflict damage to water, education and health infrastructure, most of the 
WASH needs (water quantity, water quality, sanitation, hygiene promotion) in communities are chronic 
and are not the result of the recent military operations. The influx of displaced persons is an aggravating 
factor. 

 There are huge WASH needs in informal settlements – in particularly in Tin Zaouatin (Kidal region), on 
the Algerian Border.  

28,000 
Students back to 

school in Gao 
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 There is a high risk of unreliable water provision in major northern cities due to fuel shortages, power 
cuts, lack of qualified staff, lack of treatment chemicals, looting and conflict damage (in particular to 
solar panels). 

Response: 

 A total 23,532 persons have received assistance through WASH Non-Food Item 
(NFI) kits since January and additional distributions will take place over the coming 
week. Distribution of hygiene kits and WASH NFI kits for IDPs and host families in 
the areas affected by the military interventions is ongoing with UNICEF support. To 
date, Save the Children has distributed WASH NFIs to 1,150 families, CARE has 
distributed WASH NFIs to 1,200 families, IOM has distributed WASH NFIs to 600 
families and ICRC has distributed WASH NFIs to 1731 families. 
 

 UNICEF is preparing to provide chlorine to NGOs to support the Douentza, Koro and Hombori water system 
which ran out of chlorine several days ago. IRC is just about to start treating 300 wells in Ansongo where the 
water network is not functioning 

 

 ICRC has provided more than 30,000 liters of fuel to Timbuktu to help the water distribution network.  According 
to ICRC Timbuktu has now enough fuel for 3 to 4 weeks. ICRC also delivered fuel to Menaka and Gao to run 
the pumping stations. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There are still gaps in assistance for the 8,538 new IDP arrivals in Bamako. Since January, the WASH Cluster 
is only aware of WASH NFI distributions to 300 families by IOM. 

 The WASH Cluster has requested and additional US$ 4 million on top of the CAP 2013 Appeal to respond to 
the immediate needs following the military interventions. The WASH Cluster is still strongly emphasizing the 
necessary and urgent support to fund the existing WASH needs for 227,206 people displaced, 1.56 million 
people living in areas at risk of cholera, and 1.72 million people living in the areas affected by the conflict as 
described in the CAP 2013. There are potentially huge WASH needs in case  even a fraction of the current 
167,000 refugees go back to Mali and some of the IDPs move back to their community of origin.. 

 WASH partners are evaluating the potential impact of fuel shortages and fuel looting on piped water systems 
supplying the principal conflict affected towns. A list of at risk piped water systems has been produced however 
there remain physical difficulties making contact with operators in the conflict zone. Efforts are underway to 
procure and distribute aquatabs and PUR in the event that there are shortages of fuel. 

 Health 

Needs: 

 There are unconfirmed reports from MDM-B of a measles outbreak in Tacharane, Gao cercle, where 52 cases 
were registered between 24 January and 8 February, with three deaths. 

Response: 

 MDM-B has mounted a response to the measles outbreak in Tacharane, Gao, with a local vaccination 
response to be mounted if the blood analyses come back positive. In the meantime a surveillance team is in 
place and a case management tent has been set up in the CSCom. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Stronger epidemiological surveillance is required in the north.  

Logistics 

 Following the authorization from the Government to land/take-off in the northern regions of Mali, UNHAS 
organized two assessments missions in Timbuktu. The first one allowed an initial airstrip and airport condition 
assessment. The second one, comprising of WFP (including logistics cluster personnel and ETC) OCHA and 
UNDSS security officers, assessed the general security situation and risks in Timbuktu town.  

 The logistic cluster continues consolidate and share information for humanitarian partners. Coordination with 
partners is maintained through fortnightly meetings and regular bilateral meetings. New partners are briefed 

23,532 
Persons received 

assistance through 
WASH NFI since 

January 
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Background on the crisis 

In January 2012, a rebellion erupted in northern Mali led by a Tuareg separatist movement, the Mouvement national de libération de 

l’Azawad (MNLA). The secular MNLA allied with several armed Islamist groups, and their early territorial gains led to a military coup in 

Bamako on 22 March. Under international pressure, the coup leaders quickly ceded power, but some continued to interfere with decisions 

of the new civilian Government. Amid political uncertainty in the capital, the rebellion captured the three northern regions of Kidal, Gao and 

Timbuktu – a mostly desert area slightly larger than France – within several days. They then announced the end of hostilities and 

proclaimed the independent state of “Azawad”, which was rejected by the international community. The situation along the de facto north-

south dividing line remained calm until the end of 2012, when Islamist groups seized power from the MNLA. These groups professed less 

interest in an independent north than in imposing strict Islamic law on the country.  

 

ECOWAS moved to create an African force (AFISMA) to help Malian authorities restore the country’s territorial integrity. The UN Security 

Council authorized this force on 20 December 2012, with an additional mandate to ensure security for humanitarian assistance and the 

voluntary return of displaced people. Shortly afterwards, rebel groups launched an offensive moving south, capturing the town of Konna on 

10 January 2013. The Government of Mali subsequently requested immediate military assistance from France, which began rapidly. The 

current conflict started in the midst of a Sahel-wide food and nutrition crisis that further eroded the resilience of millions of people already 

suffering from chronic poverty. Despite a good harvest in 2012, millions continue to suffer, and the new fighting is creating additional 

humanitarian needs.   

upon request and can obtain more information on the cluster webpage 
http://www.logcluster.org">www.logcluster.org.  

 Funding is a serious constraint on cluster activities. The Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications special 
operation has received none of the $3.4 million required in 2013.  

Emergency Telecommunications (ETC) 

 ETC carried a technical assessment in Timbuktu on 14 February. The full deployment of ETC services is 
envisaged in that location in the near future. ETC is on standby for the provision of such services.  

 For now, ETC continues to support the humanitarian community in both Bamako and Mopti. Two out of the 
five planned radio operators are now working at the Mopti communication center and ETC is following up 
for the deployment of the three others.  

 ETC has submitted a CERF request for the provision of emergency telecommunication services. So far, 
ETC hasn’t received any funds for 2013. 

General Coordination 
 Information on all regularly scheduled coordination meetings and contact information for all clusters are 

available on mali.humanitarianresponse.info.  

 OCHA organizes a weekly information sharing meeting every Friday. The latest meeting took place 15 
February. The next meeting will take place on 22 February. 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3204 
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: thiamk@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3497 
Remi Dourlot, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROWCA, E-mail: dourlot@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 4004 
Guido Pizzini, Information management Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: pizzini@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3203  
Quentin Levet, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY, E-mail: levet@un.org Tel: +1 646 266 4410 
 

For more information, please visit:  
http//mali.humanitarianresponse.info or  www.unocha.org/rowca   
To be added or deleted from this Situation Report mailing list, please email ochamali@un.org  
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