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This report is produced by OCHA Mali in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Mali and covers the period from 25 
May to 06 June 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 19 June 2013. 

Highlights 

 The cholera outbreak is now contained in Gao. No cases have 

been reported since 21 May. 

 Insecurity continues to limit humanitarian access in parts of the 

north.  

 The conflict in northern Mali has caused the displacement of 

473,000 people including more than 298,000 in the country and 

about 175,000 in neighboring countries. 

 During the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) mid-year review 

workshop, humanitarian actors and their partners examined 

changes in the context and reviewed their strategic objectives for 

the next six months. The revision of the CAP will be finalized in 

June. Preliminary trends indicate an increase in the funding 

requirements of the appeal. 

 
 

1.4 million 
People in need of 
immediate food 
assistance (food 
security cluster, 
May)  

298,027 
Displaced 
persons as of 6 
June (Population 
Movement 
Commission) 

174,129 
Malian refugees in  
neighboring countries 
as of 06 June 
(UNHCR) 

$410 million 
Humanitarian 
requirements in the 
2013 Mali 
Consolidated Appeal 
Process  (CAP)  

32 % 
Of funding  received 
as of 06 June 

Situation Overview 
Epidemiological data in weeks 20 and 21 (13 to 27May) in the north seemed to show the end of the measles 
epidemic in Gao and of the cholera epidemic in the Ansongo health district. But in week 22 (27 May to 2 June) 16 
suspected cases of measles including 6 in Gao health district and 2 in Mopti were registered. Measles response 
activities are ongoing. A resurgence of cholera remains a threat with the approach of the rainy season and the 
current epidemic in neighboring Niger. 

 
People affected by food insecurity in Mali are estimated at about 3.5 million, including 1.4 million in need of 
immediate assistance according to new assessments finalized in May. These new figures show a deterioration of 
the situation compared to the beginning of the year when 2 million people were affected by food insecurity, 
including 747,000 in need of immediate assistance. Since January, humanitarian actors have assisted more than 
500,000 people in need. 

 
During the mission of the Humanitarian Coordinator to Gao, the lack of water due to technical problems and lack of 
electricity was raised by the authorities and partners. The Malian Company for the Management of Potable water 
(SOMAGEP) has replaced three defective water pumps leading to an increase in the water supply. Humanitarian 
actors continue to support authorities in improving access to basic social services in the north. 

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on 
this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the 
United Nations. 
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The Population Movement Commission report released on 6 June estimates internally displaced persons (IDPs) at 
298,0001. This shows a slight decrease compared to the previous estimation (301,027 IDPs) due to the recent 
registration operations conducted in Kayes.  

 
Humanitarian actors are intervening in all areas of the north and south of the country to assist people in need. 
However, access to Kidal and some rural areas of Timbuktu and Gao remains limited due to insecurity. According 
to media reports this week, individuals suspected of “collaborating” with the central authorities have been arrested 
or expelled from Kidal by armed groups. 

Funding 
As of 6 June, the CAP for Mali received approximately US$132 million, or 32 percent of the $410 million requested. 
Six out of nine clusters are funded below 50 percent of total requirements and two clusters below 20 percent (see 
graph. financing sector below). The water, hygiene and sanitation (WASH) and health clusters remain poorly 
funded at respectively 12 per cent and 34 per cent at a time when Mali is threatened by a resurgence of cholera 
Funds estimated at $106 million have been allocated to humanitarian activities outside the CAP. 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 According to food security partners, 3.5 million people are affected by food insecurity. This 
includes 1.4 million people in need of immediate food assistance. 

Response: 

 The methodology and survey questionnaires of the emergency food security assessment 
(EFSA) are being finalized. In the north of Mali, 12 NGOs have been selected as partners 
in the districts of Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal, as well as in three districts of Mopti (Douentza, Tenenkou and 
Youwarou) and other communities at risk in the south of the country. 

 WFP, in collaboration with 15 partners, continues to increase its emergency food assistance for affected 
populations (IDPs, host families and IDP communities made vulnerable by the crisis). In June, 502,400 people 
have received food assistance.  

 FAO completed the identification of vulnerable households in the regions of Mopti, Timbuktu, Koulikoro and 
Segou. To meet identified needs, the following distributions are underway: rice (25 tons), sorghum (7,125 tons), 

                                                      
 
1
 This figure does not include about 10,000 IDPs in the areas of Tin Zaoutin and Talhandak in Kidal.  
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corn (29 tons), mil (18,875 tons), cowpea (25,200 tons) and 600,000 kg of fertilizer. People targeted by these 
distributions include IDPs, host communities, residents and returnees. 

 Africare distributed 13.8 tons of food to 132 households (food for work program) in the circle of Nara, Koulikoro 
region. In the region of Koulikoro, Africare also trained 42 farmers on the technique of zaï et demi-lune2 in four 
villages of the municipality of Dilly and rehabilitated three pastoral wells in the towns of Nara, Ouagadougou 
and Dilly. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The volatile security situation in parts of the north is reducing the humanitarian space.  

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 According to the results of the 2012 SMART nutritional survey, around 210,000 children under 5 are likely to 
suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2013, and 450,000 are likely to suffer from moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM). 

Response: 

 Between 01 January and 26 May 2013, a total of 77,207 children under five were 
admitted to nutrition rehabilitation units (URENIs) across the country (64,922 in the south 
and 12,285 in the north). Since the beginning of the year, new admissions to URENIs 
have been increasing. 

 The SMART nutrition survey planned in 
four health districts in the Gao region is 
about to end. The results of this survey will 
be available in June and will provide a clear 
understanding of the nutrition situation. 

 The first round of the Week of 
Intensification of Nutrition Activities in 
parallel with the National Immunization 
Days has started on 24 and 27 May in the 
five southern regions under the leadership 
of the Nutrition Division of the National 
Health Directorate (DN / DNS), in 
collaboration with UNICEF. A total of 5.7 
million children aged between 6 and 59 
months were targeted by a Vitamin A 
supplementation programme, while 5.2 
million children aged 12-59 months were 
targeted by a deworming program. Final 
results will be released in June. 

Gaps & Constraints:  

 Funding remains low ($14.7 million, or 20 
per cent of requirements).  As a result, 
coverage of health facilities by NGOs has stagnated at 45% (versus 35% in November 2012). This means that 
542 health centers are assisted out of a total of 1,265 health centers, which does not allow the scaling up of 
nutrition activities.   

                                                      
 

2
 Complex systems of concentration of runoff water and organic material in bowls carved during the dry season. 
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Health 

Needs: 

 In the north, eight new measles cases (six in Gao and two in Mopti) have been registered between 27 May to 2 
June. The preparation of a vaccination campaign targeting 26 health districts at epidemic risk is ongoing. 

 The lack of support to health facilities and of qualified personnel remains a challenge in the north and in areas 
hosting IDPs.  

Response: 

 As part of the fight against cholera, awareness messages on water points and wells purification technics 
continue to be disseminated. The cholera Task Force meets regularly in Bamako to assess the situation. 

 A vaccination campaign took place in Douentza (Mopti region) in response to measles outbreak. The campaign 
covered 31,942 of the 51,580 children aged between 9 to 59 months. This represents a coverage rate of 62 
percent. 

 The sixth humanitarian mission to health facilities in the north and the center of the country is ongoing with 34 
staff deployed to Timbuktu

3
, 20 to Gao

4
, 8 to Kidal, 11 to Segou

5
 and 29 to Mopti

6
. 

 In collaboration with the Government and partners, UNICEF  provided medicine to the regional health centers 
in Gao and Timbuktu for the treatment of 1,000 cholera cases (500 cases in each region) as well as the 
delivery of primary health care to cover the needs of 10,000 people (5,000 people in each region) for three 
months. UNICEF also provided a generator to the health reference center (CSREF) of Gao to support the 
provision of services. 

 In the district of Dire (Timbuktu region), UNICEF provided ALIMA with diarrhea treatment kits that can cover 
500 cases, including 100 cases of cholera and emergency medical equipment to cover the needs of 25,000 
persons for a period of three months. UNICEF also provided medicine for the treatment of 10,000 malaria 
cases and 8,000 mosquito nets to pregnant women and children under one year. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Insecurity limits interventions in the three northern regions and threatens the implementation of the vaccination 
campaigns in at risk areas. Insecurity in Kidal deserves special attention. 

 The strengthening of epidemiological surveillance in the north remains important and requires additional 
resources. 

 Prevention and control activities of measles and cholera cases are still ongoing but are limited to accessible 
areas. 

 The epidemic situation in Bamako requires more attention with 5 out of the 6 cases of meningitis and 7 out of 
16 cases of measles registered between 27 May to 2 June.  

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 There are currently 124 community health centers CSCOMs with no WASH partner ensuring basic WASH 
standards in areas that have been identified as having an ‘extreme’ (72 CSCOMs) and ‘elevated’ (52 
CSCOMs) cholera risk . 

 The WASH Cluster is concerned that the number of people affected by this year’s cholera season (June – Sept 
2013) will be significantly greater than previous years (2012, 2011, 2008). Evaluations show that more and 
more people are collecting water from contaminated surface water sources. 

 

Response:  

 UNICEF sent five trucks loaded with 20 tons of material to treat cholera in the Ansongo district. This stock was 
delivered to MDM-B, IRC and ACF Ansongo. 

 A total of 1,090 WASH kits have been distributed in areas affected by cholera. The distribution of another 4,900 
WASH kits is ongoing. Some 310 cartons of PUR for the treatment of water, 18 cartons of Crésyl (disinfection 

                                                      
 
3
 Tombouctou (16); Goudam (5), Diré (4) ; G Rharous (4) et Niafunke (5); 

4 
Gao (11), Gao Hôpital (4) ; Bourem (4) ; Ansongo (5); 

5
 Ségou (2) ; Markala (4) ; Niono (3) et San (2); 

6 Mopti Hop (4) ; Mopti CSref (1) ; Douentza (3); Youwarou (5) ; Koro (5). 
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product) and 16 sprayers were distributed in CSCOMs. Meanwhile, 52 community workers were also trained on 
cholera response, awareness and prevention.  

 IRC has distributed 200 sanitation kits to 100 households in the district of Ansongo (Gao). The NGO has also 
provided 80 cartons of PUR to 1,250 households for the domestic treatment of water in the district. 

 Solidarites International distributed 430 hygiene kits and mobilized 405 people in the district of Ansongo on 
cholera prevention. The NGO also distributed 360 hygiene kits and trained 796 people on awareness against 
cholera. 

 ACF-Spain distributed 100 kits containing soap (for two months) and PUR tablets (for one month) that can 
cover the needs of 100 households in the district of Ansongo. ACF targeted areas that are not covered by the 
water distribution network of the city or where residents use the water from the river. 

 The Malian Red Cross in Kayes continues to carry WASH in Nutrition activities in 71 CSCOMs and 3 URENIs. 
In coordination with OXFAM, 500 hygiene kits have been prepositioned in Kayes for cholera response and 
prevention 

 In Kidal, 920 people including 750 IDPs have received WASH kits from Solidarités. 

 In San (Segou region), World Vision is providing WASH support in 37 schools and 7 community health centers. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The WASH Cluster is penned by inadequate funding. With $3.9 million in funding (7.2 per cent of 
requirements), the cluster is currently the least funded of all clusters. Donor support for cholera prevention and 
response activities in the coming weeks is an absolute necessity.   

 Education 

Needs: 

 According to the Education Cluster, schools in Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal regions continue to open, with 518 
primary schools (48 per cent) working out of a total of 1,079. An estimated 103,692 students are being taught 
by 2,486 teachers in these schools. Providing teaching and learning materials and relevant teacher training on 
education in emergencies remain critical priorities for conflict-affected schools in the north.  

 With over 173,000 refugees residing in neighboring countries, it is critical to ensure that school-age Malian 
refugees are provided with accessible, quality educational programming.  
 

Response:  

 To date, the Education Cluster has distributed school kits to 72,807 crisis-affected children 
in Mali for the 2012- 2013 school year.  

 To date, the Education Cluster has provided material support to 1,120 teachers working in 
over 200 crises-affected schools.  

 Save the Children in partnership with UNICEF has distributed school and recreational kits 
to 327 conflict-affected children, and 17 teachers in the region of Douentza. Additionally, 
UNICEF distributed teaching and learning materials to 1,993 students and 43 teachers in 
the region of Timbuktu.  

 In support of schools accommodating internally displaced children, Islamic Relief distributed 1,200 school kits 
in 23 host schools in Koulikoro region.   

 In partnership with the Ministry of Education, UNICEF led a mission to Malian refugee camps in Mauritania in 
an effort support the educational needs of over 30,000 school-age Malian refugees. 

 WFP continues to provide emergency school feeding to 66,313 children in primary schools in Timbuktu and 
Gao. 

Gaps & Constraints:  

 On-going insecurity in rural areas of Gao and Timbuktu and in all areas of Kidal continues to prevent the re-
opening of schools in conflict-affected communities.   

 Lack of funding through the humanitarian appeal limits the cluster’s ability to conduct an effective response.  

72,807   
Students 

received school 

kits in the north 

of Mali 
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 Protection 

Needs: 

 Priority child protection needs are to support the release and re-integration of children formerly associated with 
armed groups and forces, mine risk education, psychosocial support, Identification, Documentation, Tracing 
and Reunification (IDTR), and child protection monitoring as well as case management. 

 The scaling up of child protection activities requires a greater commitment and better coordination of actors to 
ensure that resources are available when needed. 
 
 

Response: 

 To date, 49,322 children and 42,262 adults (total of 91,584) have benefited from the activities of the sub-cluster 
child protection. The main activities include: public awareness sessions, psycho-social and recreational 
activities, referrals to medical / legal services and IDTR services. These activities are conducted in six regions 
of Mali (three in the north / three in the south). 

 In May, 47 teachers attended the training of trainers on mine risk. 

Gaps & Constraints:  

 Limited access to the north and the low technical and operational capacity of national organizations remain an 
obstacle for the successful implementation of child protection programmes. 

 Institutional instability in the part of the south of the country which has an impact on the performance of 
technical services and on the activities of NGOS and associations partners.  

 The low level of funding remains a major challenge. 

Emergency Telecommunications 

 The cluster continues to assist and provide technical support to humanitarian actors in Bamako and Mopti with 
technical installation support, the Voice Data Network / and programming radios for vehicles. Last week, a 
mission was conducted in Gao to deploy emergency telecommunication material.  

 The recruitment of additional radio operators for the transmission center of Mopti is underway.  

Logistics 

 An additional aircraft will be deployed to Mali to reinforce the United Nations Humanitarian Air Services 
(UNHAS) fleet and allow flights to new destinations within the northern regions (Kidal, Menaka, Ansongo, 
Bourem, Goundam, Niafounke, Douentza etc). In the meantime, WFP Niger has lent an aircraft to UNHAS Mali 
to be used for reconnaissance of these secondary airstrips. 

 With the support of WFP and UNICEF, the Logistics Cluster has two open storage points for humanitarian 
partners in Timbuktu and Gao. The mobile unit humanitarian storage Mopti is operational and available to the 
humanitarian community. Information on the activities of the cluster is available on: http://www.logcluster.org. 

General Coordination 

 The humanitarian country team presented to the Integrated Multidimensional United Nations Mission for 
Stabilization in Mali (MINUSMA) its position about risks that can appear with the deployment of the mission and 
recommendations to mitigate these risks.   

 The Humanitarian Country Team prepared a document on the assistance and protection of IDPs to reflect 
possible changes in the dynamics of population movements due to the holding of the presidential election and 
the deployment of MINUSMA. 

 OCHA is working with partners on the revision of the CAP to be finalized in the month of June. 

http://www.logcluster.org/
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Background on the crisis 

In January 2012, a rebellion erupted in northern Mali led by a Tuareg separatist movement, the Mouvement national de Libération de 

l’Azawad (MNLA). The secular MNLA allied with several armed Islamist groups. Their early territorial gains led to a military coup in Bamako 

on 22 March. Under international pressure, the coup leaders quickly ceded power, but some continued to interfere with decisions of the new 

civilian Government. Amid political uncertainty in the capital, the rebellion captured within several days the three northern regions of Kidal, 

Gao and Timbuktu –a mostly desert area slightly larger than France – within several days. The MNLA then announced the end of hostilities 

and proclaimed the independent state of “Azawad”, which was rejected by the international community. The situation along the de facto 

north-south dividing line remained calm until the end of 2012, while Islamist groups progressively seized power from the MNLA. These 

groups professed less interest in an independent north than in imposing strict Islamic law on the country. ECOWAS established an African 

force (AFISMA) to help Malian authorities restore the country’s territorial integrity. The UN Security Council authorized this force on 20 

December 2012. 

Before AFISMA deployed, rebel groups launched an offensive moving south on 9 January.  The Government of Mali subsequently 

requested immediate military assistance from France. French forces used air aids and land operations with the Malian Army, the AFISMA 

forces and Forces from Chad. The MNLA supported the French intervention but opposes any return of the Malian Army in the north prior to 

a political agreement. Other armed groups have been weakened and ousted from cities but now resort to guerilla techniques and suicide 

attacks.  On 25 April 2013, the UN Security Council decided to establish the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 

Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), with a military component of up to 11,400 Blue helmets, an international Police component of up to 1,440 

international Police and a civil component. The mandate of MINUSMA is to stabilize key population centres; support for the reestablishment 

of State authority throughout the country; support for the implementation of the transitional road map, including the national political 

dialogue and the electoral process; and promote and protect human rights, among others. The MINUSMA shall also provide support for 

humanitarian assistance by contributing to the creation of a secure environment for the safe, civilian-led delivery of humanitarian assistance, 

in accordance with humanitarian principles, and the voluntary return of internally displaced persons and refugees in close coordination with 

humanitarian actors; 

Beyond the humanitarian emergency created by the conflict, Mali is affected by a Sahel-wide food and nutrition crisis that further eroded the 

resilience of millions of people already suffering from chronic poverty. Despite a good harvest in 2012, millions continue to suffer from food 

insecurity, malnutrition and a chronic want of livelihoods. The Malian conflict and the insecurity it generates especially in northern regions 

has further increased humanitarian needs and made access to population in need more difficult.  

 Information on all regular coordination meetings and contacts for all clusters are available on the site 
http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info. 

For further information, please contact:  

Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3204 
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: thiamk@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3497 
Ulrike Dassler, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROWCA, E-mail: dassler@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 4004 
Guido Pizzini, Information management Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: pizzini@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3203  
Jessie Vital-Files, Chargée de gestion de l’Information, OCHA Mali, Corriel: vitalj@un.org, Tél: +223 77 99 57 58 
Quentin Levet, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY, E-mail: levet@un.org Tel: +1 646 266 4410 

 

For more information, please visit:  
http//mali.humanitarianresponse.info or  www.unocha.org/mali   
To be added or deleted from this Situation Report mailing list, please email ochamali@un.org  
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