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This report is produced by OCHA Mali in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It is published by OCHA Mali and it covers the period from 18 
July to 5 August 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 15 August 2013. 

Highlights 
 The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) urgently needs 

2.8 million dollars to continue its operations until December 2013.  
 In the areas that were occupied by armed groups, 65 per cent of health 

structures are partially- or non- functional compared to 17 per cent 
nationwide.  

 Accelerated curricula are underway in 588 schools in Gao and 
Timbuktu regions.  

 At least 77 people were killed or wounded by unexploded ordnances 
and other explosive remnants of war in northern Mali between March 
2012 and July 2013.  

 The Consolidated Appeal for Mali is 32 percent funded. More than 
$152 million are mobilized on a requirement of $477 million.  

 
 

1.4 million 
People in need of 
immediate food 
assistance  
 
(Food Security Cluster, July)  

342,033 
Internally displaced 
persons as of 25 July  
 
(Population Movement 
Commission) 

175,282 
Malian refugees in  
neighboring countries as 
of 29 July 
 
(UNHCR)  

$477 million  
Humanitarian 
requirements for Mali in 
2013   
 
2013 Consolidated Appeal 
Process  (CAP)  

32 % 
Of funding received as of 
29 July  
 
(OCHA Financial Tracking 
System) 

Situation Overview 
With regards to humanitarian access, UNHAS has augmented its services to humanitarian actors and their 
partners, but it requires additional funding to continue its operations until the end of the year.    

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees are progressively returning to northern Mali. IOM and its partners 
continue to aggregate available data on returnees in order to better appreciate the situation. With regards to the 
evolution of displacements, the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is developing an action plan to provide 
assistance to vulnerable people in the context of the spontaneous return trend. According to the protection cluster, 
many displaced people wish to return to their areas of origin but are not able to do so because of a lack of financial 
means. 
The delivery of basic social services remains limited despite ongoing efforts by authorities and their humanitarian 
partners. To remedy the problem, it is necessary to accelerate the return of civil service personnel as well as to 
allocate resources to rehabilitate and equip damaged social infrastructures (schools, health structures and water 
systems). An assessment conducted by the health cluster in May shows that 65 per cent of health structures in the 
North are partially- or non- functional. In total, 588 schools out of 1,042 are functional in Gao and Timbuktu. 
Accelerated curricula are underway in these schools to allow pupils to complete the program.  

 
Removal operations of unexploded ordnance and other explosive remnants of war are ongoing. Additional 
decontamination teams (in particular from DanChurchAid and UNMAS) are currently being deployed and will start 
operating in Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal regions. 

Funding 
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On 30 July, the CAP for Mali was 32 percent funded with approximately $152 million mobilized on a $477 million 
requirement. Seven out of nine clusters are less than 50 percent funded, including two clusters that are less than 
20 percent funded (see the funding by sector graph below). 

 
In addition, approximately $108 million have been allocated to humanitarian activities outside the CAP. 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 The cluster estimates that food insecurity affects 3.5 million people including 1.4 million who need immediate 
food assistance. 

Response: 

 Preliminary results of the Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) conducted in Mopti, Gao and 
Timbuktu should be available in August. In the Kidal region, data collection has been completed in Kidal and 
Tessalit “cercles” (administrative level 2). Data collection is ongoing in Abeibara and Tin Essako “cercles”.  

 In August, WFP is increasing its emergency operation caseload by 110,000 additional beneficiaries. This 
increase is based on WFP Food Security analyses and reports from  partners showing that there are more 
vulnerable people than previously thought. The new caseload will put an additional pressure on WFP pipeline, 
and requires additional funding. 

 The caseload for the unconditional cash transfers in Bamako through partner NGO ACTED has been revised 
up to 29,174 beneficiaries. In June, 27,324 were targeted. The new list of beneficiaries has been sent to the 
financial partner for the next round of distributions. 

 CARE has completed the caseload verification for the unconditional cash transfer project for IDPs and 
vulnerable host families in urban areas of Mopti and Sevare. In total, 20,482 people will be assisted through 
this six months project.  

 In Mopti, FAO started the distribution of 159.05 tons of cattle feed, 32,000  doses of vaccine (16,000 against 
fever and 16,000 against pasteurellosis), 64,000  anti-parasitic pills and 32,000 vitamin pouches, to 800 
households in the Mopti, Bandiagara and Bankass “cercles” (administrative level 2). These distributions are 
carried out along with the training of community mobilizers on breeding techniques.  

 Thanks to funds from the Swedish Cooperation (SIDA), OXFAM GB distributed vouchers of a value of 40,000 
CFA francs ($80)/household to 1,000 vulnerable households in Gao town, in order to improve their access to 
food with small shopkeepers. The NGO also distributed 100 tons of cattle feed to 500 vulnerable households in 
the Baria village (Bourem commune). Thanks to funds from ECHO, OXFAM is targeting 3,200 households for 
the distribution of 160 tons of local rice seeds in Bourem and Gao “cercles”. 

 WFP distributed 1,044 tons of food to 60,000 people in Bourem and Gao “cercles”. 

 

Mali - Consolidated Appeal 2013 

$477 million 

 
 

                                              Funding by sector (in million US$)   
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 As part of a WFP funded resilience project, World Vision Mali distributed 66 tons of food to 1,644 beneficiaries 
in the regions of Sikasso (Yorosso “cercle”) and Segou (Tominian and San “cercles”). 

Gaps & Constraints: 
 Insecurity continues to disrupt humanitarian operations, in particular in the Kidal region. The growing return 

trend of IDPs and refugees in the context of the lean period could create an emergency situation if the trend 
amplifies. 

 The recent SMART nutrition survey by UNICEF and its partners in the Gao region recommends the 
implementation of a blanket feeding program for children 0-59 months in the Bourem “cercle” (Global Acute 
Malnutrition rate of 17 per cent) in order to prevent a deterioration of the situation.     

 Health 

Needs: 

 The recovery of the provision of health services that were disrupted during the crisis is necessary, in particular 
the provision of HIV/AIDS services.  

 An assessment conducted by WHO and its partners in 1,581 health structures, shows that in the areas that 
were occupied by armed groups, 65 per cent of health structures are partially- or non- functional compared to 
17 per cent nationwide.  

 The weakness of blood transfusion security capacities remain a challenge in the northern regions.   
 The northern regions lack qualified health personnel and access to health care remains limited.  

Response: 

 A malaria task force was created to provide a better analysis on the situation and to propose actions to be 
undertaken prior to the transmission season.  

 The cluster is working towards the resumption of services for HIV/AIDS testing, prevention and care in the 
north.  

 From 5 to 11 July, WHO, UNICEF and the Government carried out a routine EPI (Expanded programme on 
immunization) campaign in the health districts of Timbuktu and Gao regions. In total, 261,556 children under 
five have been vaccinated. WHO’s support to Regional and National Health Directions is estimated at 
153,292,500 CFA francs ($304,736) and covered the operational costs of the campaign. UNICEF provided the 
vaccines, vitamin A, and albendazole. This is the first mass campaign in the health sector carried out in the 
north since the State authority was reestablished over the region.   

 As at 8 July, 624 cases of measles (i.e. 100 cases more than for the same period last year) and 12 deaths 
have been registered in Mali. UNICEF continues its work to stop the disease; in particular in the city of Bamako 
where over 70,000 children (ages 0-14) have been vaccinated in three of the six communes. Thanks to the 
acquisition of 277,000 doses of the vaccine, 1.8 million children (ages 0-14) will be vaccinated in the coming 
days.  

 In the context of the recovery of activities in the north, WHO has funded the return of an additional 191 health 
workers in the Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal regions bringing the total number of health workers who have returned 
to 214. The cold room for vaccines in the Mopti region – which covers the stocks for the three northern regions 
– has been repaired thanks UNICEF funds. UNICEF also plans to provide 30 solar panels, 3 refrigerators and 3 
freezers to support the cold chain in the north. 

 UNICEF provided 20 malaria kits to ALIMA and Merlin for distribution in the Timbuktu region, in particular in the 
Goundam and Dire districts. Each kit can treat 3,000 cases of simple malaria. UNICEF also provided 11,000 
mosquito nets to ALIMA and Merlin as well as 30,000 mosquito nets to the Government for distribution in the 
north.    

 WHO, with its own funds, will restart the provision of services for testing, counseling and care of sexually-
transmitted infection and HIV/AIDS in all northern regions, including hospitals and reference health centers. 
This includes the provision of laboratory equipment and staff training for a cost of $200,000.  

 Awareness and supervision missions are underway to strengthen blood transfusion security.    
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
 The recovery of health activities in the north is hindered by the slow return of health workers.  
 The low funding level of the cluster’s activities (34 per cent) and the limited resources to fund the health 

activities recovery plan in the north remain a challenge. 

 Nutrition 
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Needs: 

 According to last year’s SMART nutrition survey, 210,000 children under the age of 
five are at risk of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 450,000 are at risk of 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) for the year 2013. 

Response: 

 Between 1st January and 21 July, 117,098 children under the age of five were 
admitted to nutrition rehabilitation units (UREN) across the country (97,869 in the 
South and 19,229 in the North). A total of 45,123 children under the age of five were 
admitted to URENAS1 / URENI2 and 71,975 children under the age of five were 
admitted to URENAM3  – see the graph below on the number of admissions to UREN.  

 

 
 

 The planned SMART nutrition survey in the southern regions has started on 20 July in Bamako and in the 
health districts of Bankass (Mopti region) and Yorosso (Sikasso region). Additional data will also be collected 
on infant and young child feeding, community essential care, and water, sanitation and hygiene. Preliminary 
results of this new survey should be available in September 2013.  

 The Nutrition Division (Health Ministry) and its partners are celebrating the 2013 World Breastfeeding Week 
from 1-7 August. This year’s theme is Breastfeeding Support: Close to Mothers.     

 In response to Mali’s nutritional crisis, Save the Children in partnership with UNICEF trained 189 health 
workers and community members in parental education in Kayes and Sikasso Regions. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 The low level of funding received (28 per cent) - i.e. $22.7 million on a $80.4 million requirement – does not 
allow to expand the coverage of the needs. Only 45 per cent of 1,291 health structures are supported. 

 

 Protection 

Needs: 

 People affected by the conflict, especially children, are in need of psychological support. There is an urgent 
need to develop community-based protection programs for children as well as psychosocial activities. 

 A monitoring and reporting mechanism should be put in place in the north to ensure an adequate monitoring 
and to support child protection actors. Cluster members should harmonize their response in the North to 
improve and strengthen their assistance. 

                                                      
 
1 Severe Acute nutritional rehabilitation and education Care UNIT    
2 Intensive nutritional rehabilitation and education Care UNIT 
3 Moderate Acute nutritional rehabilitation and education Care UNIT 
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 The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reports the presence of unexploded ordnance and other 
explosive remnants of war in areas affected by the conflict due to ground fighting and aerial bombing.  UNICEF 
has registered 77 victims (killed or wounded) between March 2012 and July 2013. It is probable that this figure 
is inferior to reality.  

Response: 

 To date 154,053 children and 72,672 adults have been reached by child protection sub cluster members 
through different activities such as awareness sessions, psychosocial and recreational activities, referral 
(Medical/Legal) and Identification, Documentation, Tracing and Reunification (IDTR) services. 

 The child protection sub-cluster organized a Training of Trainers on case management for separated and 
unaccompanied children for 20 people. 

 On 16-17 July, in Konna (Mopti region) Plan trained 34 organizers of 9 child-friendly spaces on risk mapping. In 
the Timbuktu region, Plan also trained 50 community workers on psychosocial care in emergency situation. 

 UNMAS supported the deployment of teams of decontamination partners in accessible and priority zones. 
Handicap International and UNMAS teams have destroyed 650 unexploded ordnances, in particular in Diabaly 
(Segou region) and Konna (Mopti region).   

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There have been many unverified reports of children who have been associated or recruited by armed groups 
or forces. These children have often remained close to their parents and neither they nor their communities see 
them as ‘recruited’. This presents a challenge for child protection actors to identify and assist them.  

 Limited access to the North and limited capacity of actors in responding to protection needs in an emergency 
setting remain obstacles for child protection to collect information. 

 The precarious security situation that continues to prevail in the Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal regions prevents the 
secure deployment of decontamination teams in certain rural areas. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 In the North, essential repairs are needed for water networks and sources which provide water to thousands of 
people. Community health centers (SCSOMs) lack the minimum standard of WASH supplies in many areas.  

 The onset of the rainy season brings with it an increased risk of an outbreak of waterborne diseases. The 
continuation of prevention activities in at-risk areas remains important.   

Response: 

 In Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal towns, UNICEF is currently supporting SOMAGEP (local water services) to restore 
water production capacity and distribution in order to provide water to urban citizens, in close coordination with 
ICRC4. In Kidal the ICRC is rehabilitating the water system, installing a generator and connecting a water 
collection tank. To support WASH in Nutrition, Solidarités has prepositioned kits for malnourished children in 
Kidal. In Tin Zaoutin (presence of IDPs) two water points have been constructed and work on two more is 
ongoing.  

 Solidarités in Timbuktu has started work in 10 community health centres (CSCOMs) in Goundam, Niafunké and 
Timbuktu and prepositioned hygiene kits in 15 health centres. In Kolokani  (Koulikoro region) Solidarités is 
working in 21 CSCOMs and three schools. Distribution of hygiene kits to 595 new patients in the 21 CSCOMs 
is on-going.  

 IOM is working to rehabilitate 12 water points in Mopti as well as complete the distribution of hygiene kits in the 
areas where there are displaced families and their host communities. In the Kona “cercle” (Mopti region), ICRC 
has helped to restore the electricity system to connect the water structures in the area. Support for the Gao 
Hospital continues with provision of water and fuel. 

 Action contre la faim-Spain (ACF-E) has distributed 6,614 family kits and conducted hygiene promotion training 
in Gao. Rehabilitation of 13 water points equipped with hand pumps has been completed. Work in four health 
centres in Gao continues with provision of the minimum WASH package. 

 ACTED project in Mopti and Tominian providing minimum package WASH to six CSCOMs is on-going and will 
be completed in mid-August. In Tominian 20 community wells are currently being rehabilitated.  

 UNICEF is currently supporting the return at full capacity of local and technical directorates in order to scale up 
the response. In the meantime, UNICEF and its NGO partners in the north ensured the minimum 

                                                      
 
4 ICRC is not a member of the cluster. 
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implementation and emergency response to prevent the deterioration of WASH services for vulnerable 
population.  

 No new cholera cases have been reported in Ansongo, Gao region since 21 May 2013. The WASH Cluster 
partners continue cholera prevention activities, disseminating messages through local radios or through 
community mobilisers. IRC has facilitated the dissemination of radio messages and household visits, reaching 
3,000 people. In the past two weeks IRC distributed 800 cholera prevention kits in Ansongo.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The lack of funding and the security and accessibility of the areas in the North continues to be a challenge for 
the WASH cluster.  

 The partial absence of the Government services and presence, as well as the insufficient presence of technical 
personnel is also a challenge.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 According to the education cluster, 580 primary schools and 8 secondary schools are currently implementing 
accelerated learning programs out of a total of 1,042 schools in the regions of Gao and Timbuktu. An estimated 
114,685 students are being taught by 2,741 teachers in these schools. To date, 39 per cent of students and 55 
per cent of teachers in Gao and Timbuktu are in need of support through provision of teaching and learning 
materials. 

 Nearly two thirds of teachers in the North are in need of training on thematic issues relevant to education in 
emergencies. Such training would help conflict-affected children to appropriately complete the accelerated 
learning program. 

 With an estimated 800,000 students affected by Mali’s complex emergency during the 2012-13 academic year, 
implementing a sectoral plan that aims to ensure the return to school of all crisis-affected students for the 2013-
2014 academic year remains a priority. 

Response: 

 A strategic plan for a national Back to School campaign for the 2013-14 academic 
year was established through a workshop organized by UNICEF in partnership with 
the Ministry of Education and partnering agencies. The workshop emphasized 
community mobilization, improved learning environment, and teacher 
training/support as priorities. UNICEF will aim to assist some 500,000 children as 
part of its Back to School programme.  

 To date, education cluster partners have distributed school kits to 122,205 crisis-affected children in Mali for 
the 2012- 2013 school year, including 70,086 (61 per cent) in the north.  

 UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry of Education trained 284 teachers in psychosocial support in Mopti 
region. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Limited partner presence in Kidal has reduced the ability to assess and respond to needs in the region. The 
“Sustainable Development Program  in Kidal” (Programme de Développement Durable dans la Région de 
Kidal) has planned to support educational programming in the region through the provision of teaching and 
learning materials as well as the rehabilitation of school infrastructure. 

 Lack of funding through the humanitarian appeal CAP (15 per cent) limits the cluster’s ability to conduct an 
effective response.  

Emergency Telecommunications 

 A Communication Centre (COMCEN) has been established in Timbuktu and is providing security 
telecommunications to humanitarian organizations in the city. The ETC cluster is handing over the equipment 
to UNDSS. WFP and UNDSS are expected to sign an MoU for the operational management of the room and 
the recruitment of a radio operator.  

 The ETC continues to support the humanitarian community through the installation and programming of radios 
and technical advice. 

122,205 
Pupils received 
school kits 
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Logistics 

 The Logistics cluster is providing the humanitarian community with storage facilities in Mopti and Gao.  
 Following the acquisition of a second airplane to cover accessible zones in the North, the revised budget for 

overall operational needs is US$6.5 million (US$540,000/month). Taking into account the new needs, UNHAS 
urgently requires an additional US$2.8 million to continue servicing the humanitarian community until 
December 2013. 

General Coordination 
 Further to a Humanitarian Country Team recommendation, an action plan is being developed to assist 

vulnerable populations in the context of the spontaneous return trend.   
 The updated Inter Agency Contingency Plan (IACP) for Mali has been validated by the Humanitarian Country 

Team on 31 July.   
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Background information on the crisis 

In January 2012, a rebellion erupted in northern Mali led by a Tuareg separatist movement, the Mouvement national de Libération de 
l’Azawad (MNLA). The secular MNLA allied with several armed Islamist groups. Their early territorial gains led to a military coup in Bamako 
on 22 March. Amid political uncertainty in the capital, the rebellion captured within several days the three northern regions of Kidal, Gao and 
Timbuktu –a mostly desert area slightly larger than France – as well as parts of the central regions of Mopti and Segou. The MNLA then 
announced the end of hostilities and proclaimed the independent state of “Azawad”, which was rejected by the international community. The 
situation along the de facto north-south dividing line remained calm until the end of 2012, while Islamist groups progressively seized power 
from the MNLA. These groups professed less interest in an independent north than in imposing strict Islamic law on the country. ECOWAS 
established an African force (AFISMA) to help Malian authorities restore the country’s territorial integrity. The UN Security Council 
authorized this force on 20 December 2012. 
 
Before AFISMA deployed, rebel groups launched an offensive moving south on 9 January.  The Government of Mali subsequently 
requested immediate military assistance from France. French forces used air aids and land operations with the Malian Army, the AFISMA 
forces and Forces from Chad. The MNLA supported the French intervention but opposes any return of the Malian Army in the north prior to 
a political agreement.  On 18 June 2013, the Government of Mali, the MNLA and the High Council for the Unity of Azawad signed a 
preliminary agreement in Burkina Faso. This agreement includes a cease-fire, a return of the Malian army to Kidal and the cantonment of 
Tuareg fighters. 
 
On 25 April 2013, the UN Security Council decided to establish the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali 
(MINUSMA), with a military component of up to 11,400 Blue Helmets, an international Police component of up to 1,440 international Police 
and a civil component. The mandate of MINUSMA is to stabilize key population centers; support for the reestablishment of State authority 
throughout the country; support for the implementation of the transitional road map, including the national political dialogue and the electoral 
process; and promote and protect human rights, among others. The MINUSMA shall also provide support for humanitarian assistance by 
contributing to the creation of a secure environment for the safe, civilian-led delivery of humanitarian assistance, in accordance with 
humanitarian principles, and the voluntary return of internally displaced persons and refugees in close coordination with humanitarian 
actors. On 1st July, AFISMA was transferred to MINUSMA, marking the beginning of Blue Helmets operations in Mali.  
 
The first round of Presidential elections was held on 28 July throughout Mali. Observers reported that the vote was held peacefully with 
major incidents.  
 
Beyond the humanitarian emergency created by the conflict, Mali is affected by a Sahel-wide food and nutrition crisis that further eroded the 
resilience of millions of people already suffering from chronic poverty. Despite a good harvest in 2012, millions continue to suffer from food 
insecurity, malnutrition and a chronic want of livelihoods. The Malian conflict and the insecurity it generates especially in northern regions 
has further increased humanitarian needs and made access to population in need more difficult.  

 

For further information, please contact:  
Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3204 
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: thiamk@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3497 
Anouk Desgroseilliers, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Reports Officer, OCHA Mali, Email: desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel: +223 75 99 57 61 
Diakaridia Dembele Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: dembele@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 5581  
Quentin Levet, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY, E-mail: levet@un.org Tel: +1 917 209 2413 
 

ForDear colleagues, 

World Humanitarian Day is fast approaching. This 19 August marks 10 years since the United 
Nations headquarters in Baghdad was bombed and 22 of our colleagues were killed It's a day to


