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Food and livelihood needs continue to be unmet in poor households across the country 

 
KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Most households in the central and northern region are consuming 
their own produced food stocks and purchasing maize in local 
markets. However, some poor households affected by drought during 
the 2014/15 agriculture season are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 
These households are experiencing constrained access to food 
through purchases due to low agricultural labor supply. In the 
southern region, drought and flood-affected households in several 
areas are also Stressed (IPC Phase 2) due to thin market supplies and 
limited agricultural labor supply.  

 

 Malawi’s projected maize deficit this year is approximately 500,000 
MT, and the estimated cereal/food gap is over 220,000. So far, no 
significant progress has been made in cereal purchases to fill the gap. 
The National Food Reserve Agency is still in the process of purchasing 
50,000 MT of locally produced maize. Furthermore, the total planned 
SGR stocks will only be just enough to cover humanitarian assistance 
needs for the current consumption year, with no reserves for the next 
consumption year.   

 

 The majority of poor households in the southern will be in a food 
security Crisis (IPC Phase 3) between October and December. Areas in 
Crisis will require humanitarian assistance, however the response and 
planning has not been finalized and no official appeal for assistance 
has been announced. 

 

CURRENT SITUATION 
 
Poor households in five out of eight livelihood zones in the southern region 
are currently experiencing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food security outcomes 
and are likely going to start experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food security 
outcomes between October and December. Poor households in Lake 
Chilwa-Phalombe Plain zone, including Phalombe, Zomba, Mulanje, 
Chiradzulu, and Machinga districts; Lower Shire livelihood zone, including 
Nsanje and Chikwawa districts; Middle Shire livelihood zone, including 
Balaka, Neno and Blantyre districts; Thyolo-Mulanje Tea Estates livelihood 
zone, including Mulanje and Thyolo districts; and Southern Lake livelihood 
zone, including Mangochi district will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) due to 
reduced production and limited labor supply, in addition to high food 
prices in local markets.  
 

MALAWI Food Security Outlook Update August 2015 

Current acute food security 

outcomes, August - 

September 2015.  

 
 

Projected acute food security 

outcomes, October- December 

2015.  

 
 

                            Source: FEWS NET  

This map does not necessarily reflect 
chronic food insecurity. Visit here for 
more on this scale. 

mailto:malawi@fews.net
http://www.fews.net/notre-travail/notre-travail/integrated-phase-classification


MALAWI Food Security Outlook Update August 2015 

 

2 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network  

 

In the northern region, poor households in two out of the eleven livelihood zones are currently experiencing Stressed 
(IPC Phase 2) and these food insecurity outcomes will continue through December. Poor households in Western 
Rumphi-Mzimba livelihood zone, including parts of Rumphi and Mzimba districts; and Mzimba Self-Sufficient 
livelihood zone, including the larger part of Mzimba district are facing these food security outcomes due to reduced 
production and limited income opportunities in addition to high food prices.  In the central region, households in 
parts of Southern Lake Area livelihood zone, including Dedza and Salima districts, will continue facing Minimal (IPC 
Phase 1) food security outcomes through December. 
 

July average maize price for most of the reference markets show significant increases from the June prices following 
trends in the three-year average. The current national average price at about MWK 116/kg is 41 percent higher 
compared to July 2014 price and about 50 percent higher than the 3 average price. These significant increases may 
be attributed to the 30.2 percent reduction in maize production over the previous production season across the 
country as reported by the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Water Development. Prices for the maize staple 
increased by a range of 11 to 14 percent in Malawi northern reference markets. Prices in central Malawi were stable 
apart from Salima district where an increase of about 8 percent was recorded. Maize prices in southern Malawi 
increased by a range of 10 to 11 percent between June and July. 
 
FEWS NET’s price projections, based on month-to-month price trends, estimate that average national maize prices 
will likely be about 50 percent above the three-year average between July and September, rising to about 55 percent 
above the three-year average between October and December. During the July-December period, prices for 
alternative food commodities, particularly cereals, pulses, and cassava, will likely be about 20-50 percent above the 
three-year average prices.  
 
Average informal maize imports show a 51 percent increase between June and July at the national level. This is 
mainly influenced by a 286 percent increase in maize imports from Zambia through Mchinji Border. This huge 
increase is an indication of increased demand for maize due to production deficits in the country. However, maize 
imports from Mozambique show a 16 percent drop that is probably the result of the seasonal production deficit in 
Mozambique and higher buying prices in Mozambican source markets.  

 
Month-to-month informal maize exports to Tanzania through Chitipa increased by about 335 percent. Chitipa district 
is located at the northern tip of Malawi and households find it easier to sell cereal in nearby Tanzanian markets 
rather than in Karonga district, which is about 100 kilometers away from Chitipa. By the end of July, cross border 
monitoring data also captured about 23,850 MT of formally imported maize by the government for use in ADMARC 
markets.   

 

UPDATED ASSUMPTIONS 
 
The assumptions discussed in the July Food Security Outlook are still valid. A full discussion of the scenario is available 
in the July – December 2015 Malawi Food Security Outlook.  
 

PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH DECEMBER 2015 
 
The majority of households in central and northern Malawi will face Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food security outcomes 
from September through December. The majority of households in southern Malawi will face Stressed (IPC Phase 
2) food security outcomes through September and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food security outcomes from October to 
December. These outcomes could worsen in the southern region of the country because of the labor impact of the 
expected El Niño event on the start of season and erratic rainfall during the 2015/16 agricultural season.   
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