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May In Numbers 

857,000 assisted with school meals 

40,500 treated for malnutrition 

33,700 refugees/asylum seekers assisted 

44,000 assisted with resilience support 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
 Final distributions have concluded for WFP’s 

emergency response to 2015/16 lean season 

food insecurity. However, due to El Niño induced 

dry spells and resulting poor crop yields, the 

Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee has 

found that at least 6.5 million people will be food 

insecure over the next 9 months. 

 Consecutive years of unpredictable weather and 

poor planting conditions have both undermined 

WFP assistance and outpaced the government’s 

ability to respond effectively.  

 Immediate scale up of productive asset creation 

to reduce the impact of El Niño is underway while 

resources are immediately needed for a timely 

life-saving response beginning in July 2016.  
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 WFP Assistance 

 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Country Programme - Malawi 

DEV 200287 
(Mar 2012-Dec 2016) 122.5 m 

81.4 m 
(66%) 

3.8 m  
(36%) 

Food assistance to Refugees in Malawi 

PRRO 200460** 

(June 2013 – May 2016) 9.2 m 
7.9 m  
(86%) 

3.1 m 
(71%) 

Responding to Humanitarian Needs and Strengthening Resilience  
to Restore Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihoods 

PRRO 200692 

(Dec 2014 – Mar 2017) 249.3 m 
178.8 m 

(72%) 
69.1 m  
(90%) 

Aviation Services, Logistics Augmentation, and Cluster 

Coordination in Response to the Floods in Malawi 

SO 200685 
(Jan 2015 - June 2016) 2.8 m 

2.7 m 
(97%) 

N/A 

*June-November 2016 **Undergoing a budget revision 

DEV 200287: This Development Programme (DEV) 

has three components: 1) Support to Education, 2) 

Nutrition Support and 3) Capacity Development 

related to Disaster Risk Reduction. These are 

complemented by WFP’s support to agricultural 

markets and smallholder farmers through Purchase 

for Progress (P4P) and a Prevention of Stunting pilot. 

The programme is currently undergoing a two year 

budget revision, which will extend activities until 

December 2018. The revision will also expand 

nutrition support provided to HIV/Tuberculosis (TB) 

patients and incorporate prevention of stunting 

initiatives, building on learnings from the ongoing 

pilot. 

PRRO 200692: This Protracted Relief and Recovery 

Operation (PRRO) provides a seamless transition 

between relief response and resilience-building 

efforts. This project was also the vehicle for WFP’s 

emergency response to 2015/16 lean season food 

insecurity (targeting over 2.4 million people) and 

multi-sector, multi-year resilience activities. The relief 

component is implemented through targeted food and 

cash transfers and also benefits from working with 

partners to deliver complementary recovery activities 

to pave way for a gradual transition to conditional 

relief assistance. As this project will continue to be the 

primary response mechanism for WFP as the peak 

effects of El Niño hit Malawi (mid 2016 to early 2017), 

it is now undergoing a budget revision to 

accommodate increased needs. 

SO 200685: In response to the 2015 floods 

emergency, this Special Operation (SO) enabled WFP 

to support the entire humanitarian community in 

reaching affected populations and delivering assistance 

to areas otherwise inaccessible. The operation will 

continue until end June 2016 to allow time for 

completing the construction of five Bailey bridges (two 

of which has been completed in Thyolo district), which 

will open access to critical markets and social services 

that support food security. 

PRRO 200460: This is a successor project to past 

refugee operations, which have been active in Malawi 

since 2002. The goal is to contribute to achieving and 

maintaining food security among bona fide refugees 

and asylum seekers. The project also seeks to support 

host communities with productive asset creation 

activities, however this component has never received 

funding. This project is currently undergoing a budget 

revision to extend the programme until May 2017 to 

cater to a refugee population that is projected to reach 

more than 56,700 by end 2016 with continued arrivals 

to Dzaleka Camp and from Mozambique to the south-

western part of the country. 

 

 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Erin Collins 
Caption: Irrigation farming used for winter cropping as 
part of WFP’s Food For Assets work in Balaka district. 
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Operational Updates 
 

 As distributions for the 2015/16 lean season 

response concluded, WFP took stock of various 

response innovations, pilots and partnerships in 

order to learn for future responses. This included a 

cash based learning event that brought together 

WFP, partners and other NGOs implementing cash to 

discuss lessons learned and ways for improved 

coordination for the next response. WFP also hosted 

an After Action Review to develop best practices and 
challenges associated with the past response.   

 An assessment led by the Malawi Vulnerability 

Assessment Committee in May identified that at 

least 6.5 million people across 24 districts will be in 

need of assistance over a period of nine months 
beginning in July 2017. 

 Scale up of productive work under its resilience 

initiatives, including its Food For Assets (FFA) 

programme, continues in disaster prone districts 

following community-led planning sessions that will 

enable the roll-out of cash/food for work schemes 

for hard hit communities in three new targeted 

districts. In the coming month, WFP will transition 

FFA participants in four of the seven districts to 

receiving cash instead of food in exchange for work. 

As the food security situation worsens, the most 

vulnerable, including children, women and HIV 

patients, are already bearing the brunt. WFP 

continues supporting treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition in 88 percent of health centres 

countrywide and given the worsening nutrition 

situation, is scaling up to include malnourished 

adults living with HIV.  

 WFP provides school meals in 13 food insecure 

districts – which includes Home Grown School Meals 

(HGSM) in four districts, linking daily meals to 

smallholder farmers supported by P4P. Currently 

WFP is conducting a joint study with the German 

International Cooperation and the Government to 

document best practices and challenges related to 

different modalities of school meals. Infrastructure 

support is concluding at schools receiving HGSM 

with eating shelters set to be completed in June. 

 The number of Mozambican asylum seekers in 

Malawi slightly decreased in May, yet the 

Government continues to support their relocation to 

a former refugee camp in Neno district. The total 

refugee population that received food assistance in 

May – including those at the main refugee camp, 

Dzaleka – was over 33,700 people. Food stocks will 

be depleted by October if new arrivals continue.  

 

Challenges 
 
 Against a backdrop of high global needs, securing 

adequate funds to manage a complex supply chain, 
including international purchases, and prepositioning 

in a cost-efficient manner remains a significant 

challenge. Early indications suggest at least USD 

300 million will be required in good time to support 

a cost-efficient, timely response.  

  
 

 

Malawi, a small landlocked country in sub-Saharan Africa, is 

indicated by the United Nations Population Fund as a global 

population hotspot with a rapidly expanding population at 3 

percent per year. Despite significant investments in 

development, a quarter of Malawians live in poverty and the 

number of households experiencing food shocks increased 

from 20% to 83% from 2012 to 2014, according to latest 

national statistics. With the majority of livelihoods 

dependent on agriculture, the population is highly 

vulnerable to the effects of natural disasters and food 

insecurity; since 2012, the context has necessitated large-

scale humanitarian response to food insecurity. 

Malawi’s challenges are compounded by a volatile economy 

with one of the highest inflation rates in the region (at 20.9 

percent), high rates of HIV infection rate (at 10 percent), 

school drop-out (at 15 percent) and chronic undernutrition 

(at 42 percent for children under five). According to the 

Cost of Hunger in Africa study in Malawi, the annual costs of 

child undernutrition are USD 597 million, equivalent to 10.3 

percent of GDP. Given these challenges, WFP’s operations 

support the Government in attaining a food and nutrition 

secure and resilient future, which is guided by the new 2015 

Sustainable Development Goals with a particular emphasis 

on reaching zero hunger (SDG 2). 

 WFP has been present in Malawi since 1965. 

 

Stunting Rate: 42% of children 

under 5  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Donors (listed in alphabetical order) 

Brazil, Canada, ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Malawi, Norway, Russia, Switzerland, UK, UN CERF, USA  

  

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

173 out of 188 

Income Level: Low  

Contact info: wfp.lilongwe@wfp.org 

Country Director: Coco Ushiyama 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/malawi  

 

Population: 17 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/malawi

